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From the Desk of Managing Editor 

 

 

Dear Readers 

 

On behalf of the Editorial Board, I wish all our 

readers a very happy New Year 2023.   Let us 

all pray to God Almighty to shower His 

Blessings on our Nation for all prosperity. 

I am happy to share the 190th edition of your 

eMagazine PreSense with its rich content as usual.  

Highlights of this issue: 

 

Editorial on "Kambar Medu", the birthplace of Kavi 

Chakravarthy Kambar, one of the greatest poets of this 

nation, maintained by ASI, is being used as open toilet.   

Cover Story on the lessons to be learned by BJP, Congress 

and AAP after the elections of Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh 

and Delhi MCD. 

 

Health: How Surya Namaskar can help individuals to keep 

good health and to manage basic health problems.  

 

International: How American politics is divided over crucial 

matters after the elections. 

 

Freedom fighter: Inspiring story of U Narasimha  

Reddy 

 

Prince cartoon 

 

I am confident that readers will enjoy reading this edition 

too. Kindly send your feedback to editor@corpezine.com, so 

that our Editorial Board can examine your suggestions. 

Please share this edition with your friends. I will catch up 

with you next month with more varied content. 

 

Jai Hind 

 

K. Srinivasan 

 

 

mailto:editor@presense.in
about:blank
http://www.presense.in/
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
http://www.presense.in/
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Editorial 
 

Prime Minister Modi Celebrates Kavi Chakravarthy 
Kambar at Varanasi - Archaeological Survey of India 

insults Kambar at his  birth place 
 
By R, Nurullah, Editorial Advisor 

 

While the  Prime Minister celebrates Tamil language, and culture at Varanasi, Archaeological 

Survey of India (ASI), under the Central Government, is keeping the ‘Kambar Medu’, the birth 

place of Kavi Chakravarthy Kambar at Therazhundur (Tamil Nadu) as an ‘open public toilet’ 

due to lack of maintenance,  thereby insulting the greatest poet of this land.  

 

Kavi Chakravarthy Kambar (1180 – 1250 CE) has written the epic  “Kamba 

Ramayana”, based on Valmiki Ramayana  in 11,000 Tamil verses.  He is being 

celebrated by Tamil Scholars and Asthikas as “Kavi Chakravarthy (Emperor of 

Poets)” - the title was given to him by Kulothunga Cholan III.   Even our  Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi used to quote from the verses of Kambar  in his 

speeches.   

 

This place ‘Kambar Medu’, is in the possession of  Archaeological Survey of 

India (ASI), a Department of Government of India, under Ministry of Culture.  

Unfortunately, this great holy place is not being maintained by the ASI 

properly. Though the entire area is fenced, due to lack of maintenance and care, one will find 

lot of bushes in the area. Since it is under ASI, even the local bodies cannot clean the site.  

 

Due to the slums around this monumental place, this place is being used as an open  public 

toilet. (Though it is fenced, one gate is left open).  On one side, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

celebrates the glory of Tamil literature and language at Varanasi as ‘Kasi Sangamam’.  On 

the other side, ASI insults the birth place of 

the Kavi Chakravarthy Kambar by improper 

maintenance and  allowing it to be used as an 

open public toilet.    

 

A few decades back, one great Tamil scholar 

Dr. U. Ve. Swaminatha Iyer, who compiled lot 

of Tamil literature from the palm leaves, 

visited the Kambar Medu.  He crawled on the 

place, to avoid his feet being placed on the 

holy place.  I am quoting this as a sample to indicate how the scholars value this spot.  

 

Inside the Sri Amaruviappan Temple (Vishnu temple), near his 

birth place and where Kavi Chakravarthy Kambar used to 

worship daily, his idol is installed and daily pooja is being 

performed for centuries.   

 

Like Maha Kavi Kalidasa, Kambar is also said to have been 

blessed by Goddess Kali Devi to become a celebrated poet.   

 

World over, the birthplaces of great poets are preserved as National Monuments and 

respected.  For example, the birthplaces of Shakespeare, Valmiki, Maha Kavi Kalidasa, 

Tulsidas are also preserved as great monuments 

On one side, Hon’ble Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi  celebrates the glory of 

Tamil literature and language at Varanasi 
as ‘Kasi Sangamam’.  On the other side, 

ASI insults the birth place of the Kavi 
Chakravarthy Kambar  by improper 

maintenance by allowing it to be used as 
an open  public toilet.   
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National monument at Shakespeare’s   

birth place 

Monument where Sage Valmiki lived 

  

Monument where Mahakavi Kalidas lived Monument at the birth place of Sri Tulsidas 

Compare these with the pathetic condition of the birthplace of Kavi Chakravarthy Kambar at 

Therazhandur (Tamil Nadu). He lived in this place also. 

 

  

PreSense has brought this to the knowledge of Arjun Ram Meghwal, MoS, Parliamentary 

Affairs and Culture. He has promised to visit personally the birthplace of Kavi Chakravarthy 

Kambar during January 2023 and take necessary action.  At our request, Su. 

Thirunavukkarasar (Former Union Minister and a sitting Congress MP) has also taken up the 

issue with  Union Minister for Culture Kishan Reddy for finding a solution. 

 

PreSense appeals to the Government of India to (1) maintain the holy site properly thereby 

providing highest dignity and honour to the greatest poet of our country and (2) to start an 

exhibition centre with the products already excavated from the site.   
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Cover Story  

Agony and Ecstasy – Alarm Bell Rings 

By Prime Point Srinivasan, Publisher and Mg. Editor 

 

The results of the recent Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh Assembly Elections and also that of 

Delhi MCD have 

created joy and 

sorrow 

simultaneously to 

the parties like BJP, 

Congress and AAP.  

While these three 

parties have every 

reason to 

celebrate, they also 

need to introspect 

and learn the lessons. BJP secured an unprecedented massive mandate to rule Gujarat for 

the 8th time in succession since 1990. 

Gujarat Assembly Elections 

This State has 4.90 crore voters with 182 Assembly seats.  68.4% voters participated in the 

elections. 

During 2022 Assembly elections, BJP increased its seats from 99 to 156 (+57) with 3% 

increase in vote share. Congress  got lesser seats from 77 to 17 (-60) with  14% loss of vote 

share.  AAP, the new entrant, got 5 seats for the first time with 13% vote share.  AAP has 

taken away the major vote share from Congress. 

 “Since Congress is not creating confidence among 

people as a good opposition, opponents of BJP are 

slowly moving towards AAP.  AAP is growing uniformly 

in all areas, including the strong areas of BJP. In 

2024, AAP may emerge as the second largest party 

in Gujarat, pushing the Congress away” says JVC 

Sreeram, a Hyderabad-based poll analyst.   

According to the Lokniti-CSDS post-poll survey, 

women voters have comparatively voted less for BJP. 

Since this phenomenon is seen in all the three elections, we will analyse the reasons towards 

the end of this story.   

Himachal Pradesh Assembly Elections 

This is a small State with 56 lakh voters and 68 Assembly seats.  Even a marginal swing of 

vote share is likely to tilt the balance.   

BJP, which was ruling the State lost 5.8% vote share over 2017 Election and secured 25 seats.  

Congress has increased 2.2% vote share over the previous election and secured 40 seats to 

form the Government.  The vote share difference in 2022 elections between BJP and Congress 
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is only 0.9%.  Net difference of 8% between these two parties over the previous election, has 

resulted in Congress securing 15 seats more than BJP. Both the parties have secured 18 lakhs 

plus votes and their vote difference is only 39,000. This is an interesting phenomenon. In the 

First-past-the-post voting method, such marginal swing of votes, particularly in small States, 

may result in huge swing of seats and even  the change of guard.   

While BJP did an aggressive campaign to retain the Government, with Prime Minister Modi 

himself addressing the rallies, Congress with its in-fight did not campaign much.  None of the 

senior leaders of Congress took serious interest. Even Rahul Gandhi was on a Pada Yatra in 

some other State. In spite of this, the people voted for Congress. Out of 12 districts, BJP drew 

blank in 4 districts. 

Surveys indicated more than 60 percent satisfaction on their earlier BJP Govt and more than 

80 percent on Modi Government. In spite of the higher satisfaction level, BJP lost the 

Government.  This election needs to be studied by all political parties, analysts and students. 

Both Hyderabad based poll analyst JVC Sreeram and Chennai based poll analyst Sundaram 

Nagarajan, agree that due to overconfidence the BJP lost the Government.  Lokniti-CSDS 

Survey indicates that women voters, rich class and 

lower middle and poor class voters have not 

supported BJP fully this time.  According to poll 

analysts, the promise of Old Pension Scheme by 

Congress, inclusion of Hatti community into ST 

category, rejection of Agnipath by people, increase of 

GST for Apple packaging have all contributed for not 

voting for BJP.  “There are several factors which have 

worked against the ruling BJP and every factor has 

made one segment unhappy.  Even the smallest 

swing may cause problem”, says JVC Sreeram.   

“Rebel candidates posed problems for both BJP and Congress.  BJP denied tickets to strong 

sitting MLAs who can win. Three rebel candidates of BJP have won as independent candidates.  

BJP’s eight rebel candidates spoiled the winning opportunity  of official candidates because of 

the vote margin. Similarly, four rebel candidates of Congress spoiled the winning chances of 

their party”, says Sundaram Nagarajan.   

Delhi MCD 

Three Corporations of Delhi were merged as  a single body.   The unified Municipal Corporation 

of Delhi (MCD) formally came into existence from 22nd May 2022.   MCD has nearly 1.50 

crore voters with 250 seats.  Only 50% of the voters participated in the election.  

In the recent elections, AAP captured the power from BJP, who ruled for 3 terms.  AAP secured 

134 seats (up  by 85 seats over previous election) with increase of 16% vote share.  BJP 

secured 104 seats (down by 77 seats) with increased vote share of 3%.  Congress secured 

only 9 seats (down by 22 seats) with reduction of 9.4% vote share.   

In spite of the fact that there were lot of corruption charges against AAP and some of the 

Ministers are in jail, AAP could increase the vote share by 16% and 77 seats.  Even the post 

poll survey indicates that generally people seem to be satisfied with the basic services offered 

by AAP Government in Delhi UT.   
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“According to the post poll survey, minorities, Dalits and women have largely supported AAP 

and sizeable portion has moved away from BJP.  Even the upper middle class also have started 

supporting AAP.  Arvind Kejriwal is forming a formidable  ‘social coalition’  silently”, says JVC 

Sreeram in an exclusive interview with the popular YouTube Channel  Kolahalas TV.   

Concurring with this view, Sundaram Nagarajan cautions that if BJP does not address this 

issue immediately, BJP would face similar problem in the Assembly elections of Karnataka and 

Haryana too.   

Our observations and Conclusion 

Based on the post poll survey, PreSense had telephonic conversation with a cross section of 

the people, including Modi Bhaktas, RSS Karyakarthas, opponents of BJP, etc.   

Uniformly everybody, including BJP workers, agree that price rise of essential commodities 

like grains, petrol, LPG, etc. is causing concern and drives women voters away from BJP.   

When PreSense team pointed out about the India’s global leadership like G20, one educated 

young rural voter angrily answered, “I am not aware of G20, but I am concerned about  only 

G4, that is Grain, Goods, Gas and GST.   Kindling patriotism and emotions during election 

time  would wither away when stomach is empty”.  This is a very powerful message for the 

ruling BJP.   

Price rise has worried women.  87% percent people in Gujarat in recent survey has shown 

concern over price rise, though they have voted for BJP.  Economy is growing in an amazing 

manner.  But it does not help household women.   

Though TINA (There is No Alternative) factor and lack of unity among the opposition is in 

favour of BJP for 2024 Parliament elections, they cannot take it for granted in a complacent 

manner. The price rise of basic items, including grains, gas and petrol may pose great problem 

to BJP when it faces polls in 2024. Now the regional parties like DMK, AIADMK, NCP, Shiv 

Sena, TMC, YSR Congress, Telegu Desam, TRS (now BRS), etc. are becoming strong.  These 

regional parties and their Karyakarthas reach out to the people for providing support.  

Unfortunately, BJP and Congress lack connectivity with the last mile. Even when RSS reaches 

out, they do not publicise.   

Due to lack of connectivity with the public and lack of strong leaders, Congress is slowly losing 

out. Whatever Congress has gained in Himachal 

Pradesh is because of the anti-incumbency over 

BJP. Congress can be the only national party to 

oppose BJP. Congress going out of the political 

map of India is not in the interest of the country.  

Congress leadership should realise this and take 

efforts to regain the lost glory. 

According to the experts, though AAP has 

captured some seats in 3 States and attained 

national party stature it cannot reach the entire 

country.  They may not even be able to sustain for a long time in many States, due to their 

immature statements and perceived relationship with banned organisations.   

The post poll survey indicates that uniformly in all the three States, nearly 50 to 60 percent 

of the BJP voters, voted for Modi.  Even the poll analysts and senior RSS Karyakartas indicate 

that it is not good for the democracy.  RSS does not prefer ‘Hero worship’.  This indicates that 
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BJP has not developed strong charismatic leaders at the regional level to attract votes.  

Regional parties have strong leaders like Mamta Banerjee, M K Stalin, Sharad Pawar, Uddhav 

Thackery, Nitish Kumar, Lallu Prasad Yadav and others,  to capture votes. A senior RSS 

Karyakarta says that BJP needs to develop more Modis in all the 29 States.   He also suggests 

that RSS can identify good leaders from the RSS cadre to become future leaders and train 

them for future.  Even Narendra Modi is from the cadre only. 

A Delhi-based retired Senior Bureaucrat with 

whom we spoke says that  BJP is committing the 

same mistake what Indira Gandhi did during her 

times, by not encouraging regional leaders.  That 

led to the collapse of Congress slowly. The 

Bureaucrat worked with Indira Gandhi also.   

Many observers point out that presently, BJP, 

claiming to be a ‘party with difference’, in a hurry 

to capture power in various States, bring even 

undesirable people with dubious background to their fold, violating the tradition of including 

only people with good background.     

“Modi is doing lot of heavy lifting for the entire party.  Now he is the only face of BJP for 

capturing votes.  This is not good in the long run.  They should allow regional level leaders to 

grow.  It has happened  in UP, Assam, etc.  Core vote catcher should be  a local leader.  Modi 

should be only poster leader.  It is good for the party and nation. Every regional leaders 

should take the Schemes to the people, communicate effectively, without waiting for Modi to 

talk.” Sundaram Nagarajan sums up. 
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Guest Column 
 

‘Surya Namaskar’ is a Great Boon for Practitioners 
 

By Yogacharyan Suresh Veera 

 

Surya Namaskar is a combination of series of yogic postures. Heat is generated, core 

temperature raises and as a result toxin is thrown out of the body in the form of sweating.  

Through increased blood flow the tendons and ligaments become more flexible. It removes 

the accumulated toxins from the joints and improves the circulation of synovial fluid in the 

joints, which carry the nutrients. Consistent practise of Surya Namaskar lengthens the 

muscle.   

Any healthy person (male and female) above the age group of 7 can practise Surya Namaskar, 

under the guidance of a trained Yoga teacher.   

Benefits  

Surya Namaskar reduces the fat and normalizes BMI (Body Mass Index) and cures hormone 

related problems, such as Thyroid, Adrenaline, etc.  Patients with Blood Pressure and Diabetes 

can feel the benefit, if they practise under a guidance of a Yoga teacher. This is highly 

beneficial for pulmonary (lung-related) problems such as Asthma, wheezing, allergy, etc.  
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How to practise 

It is not a mere physical exercise. It is the combination of Asana, Pranayama and Meditation. 

The practitioners should perform the postures with breathing and awareness to get the full 

benefit of the Surya Namaskar. 

There is no single method of practise.  Each school of yoga practice their own method, based 

on the combination and modification of various Asanas. Generally, the methods adopted by 

Bihar School of Yoga, Divine Life Society, Vivekananda Kendra are followed by Yoga Teachers.   

Practising of Surya Namaskar balances between sympathetic and para sympathetic nervous 

system. (Sympathetic nervous system controls the physical activities through brain while para 

sympathetic nervous system controls the mind related activities like thoughts, creativity, 

etc.). Surya Namaskar is highly suggested for young persons, including students, to 

channelize their energy levels in the right direction. 

Ayush Ministry of Government of India has also prescribed their own modules for Yoga 

Practise, which includes Surya Namaskar.  Ideally it should be practised in the empty stomach 

during dawn or dusk.  Minimum 6 rounds and maximum of 12 rounds is suggested for normal 

healthy persons.   

Caution 

People suffering from high BP, cardiac problem, eye related problems, knee problems, other 

chronic diseases and pregnant women should consult their family doctor and practise under 

a competent Yoga teacher. 

 

25 eBooks Published by Prime Point Foundation & PreSense 

Prime Point Foundation and 

PreSense have published 25 

eBooks till December 2022  

(some in print too) for the 

benefit of readers.  

Three more eBooks will be 

released before the end of 

January 2023. 

They can be downloaded free of 

cost from the following link. 

Download 

https://www.primepointfoundation.in/p/publication.html  

 
 

 
 

https://www.primepointfoundation.in/p/publication.html
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Nation 
 

Winter Session 2022 of Parliament  - A Quick Review 
 

The Winter Session of Parliament was held from December 7, 2022 to December 23, 2022. It 

was adjourned sine die four working days ahead of schedule, having sat for 13 days. 

Parliament has had 56 sittings this year. 

 

• This has been one of the shortest sessions in the 17th Lok Sabha (the other one being 

Monsoon Session 2020 that was held during the Covid-19 pandemic). For the last eight 

consecutive sessions, Parliament has adjourned ahead of schedule. 36 planned sitting 

days have been lost due to early adjournment in this Lok Sabha. 

• Over the last 50 years, the number of sittings of Parliament has been declining. The 

number of sittings has halved since the 1950s and 1960s. 

• In this session, Lok Sabha functioned for 88% of scheduled time (of actual sitting 

days), while Rajya Sabha functioned for 94%. Both Houses saw some disruptions and 

repeated adjournments on the penultimate day, when opposition members wanted to 

raise a discussion on the India-China issue. 

 

• Seven Bills were passed in this session and seven were introduced. Four Bills to amend 

the list of Scheduled Tribes in various States were introduced, of which two were 

passed. Two of the Bills introduced, the Multi-State Co-operative Societies Bill, 2022, 

and the Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2022, have been referred to Joint 

Parliamentary Committees. 
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• So far, in the 17th Lok Sabha, of the 130 Bills passed, 94 were introduced and passed 

in the same session. Fewer Bills are being referred to Committees for detailed scrutiny. 

In the current Lok Sabha, 23% of Bills introduced have been referred to Committees. 

This is lower than the last three Lok Sabhas: 60% in the 14th, 71% in the 15th, and 

27% in the 16th Lok Sabha. 

• Private Members’ Bills (PMBs) are introduced by Members who are not Ministers. Since 

1970, no PMB has been passed by Parliament. In this session, 90 PMBs were 

introduced. This included the Uniform Civil Code in India Bill, 2020, and the Parliament 

(Productivity Enhancement) Bill, 2022. The motion to introduce the Uniform Civil Code 

Bill was opposed and put to a recorded vote. The motion was accepted, and the Bill 

was subsequently introduced.  

• In this session, Lok Sabha spent 4 hours and 53 minutes discussing the need to 

promote sports in India. This debate continued from the Budget and Monsoon Sessions 

of 2022. The problem of drug abuse in the country was also discussed for 7 hours and 

16 minutes. 

• Rajya Sabha discussed the serious effects of global warming for three hours, in light 

of the recently concluded COP27. 

• The number of short-duration discussions (under Rule 193) initiated in Parliament has 

decreased over the last few Lok Sabhas. Under these, Members can raise a discussion 

on a matter of public importance. Other MPs can also participate in the discussion, and 

in the end, there is a response by the respective Minister. There were 59 such 

discussions in the 13th Lok Sabha, which declined to 55, 41, and 33 in the last three 

Lok Sabhas, and further to six in the three-and-a-half years of the current Lok Sabha. 

Lok Sabha does not have a Deputy Speaker 

• Article 93 of the Constitution states that Lok Sabha will choose two Members of the 

House to be Speaker and Deputy Speaker as soon as possible. 

• In the 17th Lok Sabha, election to the post of Deputy Speaker has not been conducted 

even after three and a half years since it first convened. There has just been one 

instance in the past – 269 days during the 12th Lok Sabha – when it took over three 

months to elect a Deputy Speaker. 

Reproduced from www.prsindia.org  

 

http://www.prsindia.org/
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Freedom Fighters of India 

Uyyalawada Narasimha Reddy 

 

 

By C. Badri, Consulting Editor                                          

The first half of the Nineteenth Century witnessed two significant 

developments in Indian history. While the British were rapidly expanding 

colonialism, the period also witnessed fierce resistance and defiance by 

different strata of Indian society. The year 1857 is regarded as the 

earliest large-scale revolt against the British. There were also many 

uprisings that broke out locally throughout India. And one of them was 

the Polygar Wars down South of India that occurred between March 1799 

to July 1805. This was one of the severest revolts faced by the British. It 

is very interesting to note that contrary to the most historians’ claims, 

the British did not have an easy challenge as the Polygar Wars were the 

most serious and bloodiest challenge to their dominance. During the 6-

year period the British had to face stiff resistance and they had to taste 

defeat in many battles. All the main participants in the Polygar Wars 

strongly challenged and overcame the British. However, the British took some cunning and 

treachery to capture and execute these brave fighters. 

Uyyalawada Narasimha Reddy belonged to the clan of Polygars who offered stiff resistance to 

the British East India Company and their rule. The Polygars were basically small-time lords. 

They became prominent during the rule of the Vijayanagar Empire. They were known for their 

combat capabilities and had private armies which fought during various battles. The Polygars  

were well trained and had experience in artillery. Uyyalawada Narasimha Reddy was born to 

farmer Telugu Palegaadu Malla Reddy and Seethamma in Rupanagudi village on 24th 

November 1806. He belonged to the Motati clan which is a subsect of Reddys in Andhra 

Pradesh. Malla Reddy was related to the Jagirdar family of Uyyalawada in Koilakuntla (Kurnool 

District) by his marriage with two daughters of the Palegar of Nossam. He had three sons and 

Narasimha was the youngest and only son of Seethamma, the younger daughter of the 

Palegar of Nossam. Narasimha Reddy and his trusted friend and Commander-in-chief Vadde 

Obanna fought for the freedom against British rule in 1847 along with 5,000 peasants who 

revolted against the British East India Company in Nandyal district. 
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Nizam ceded the Rayalaseema region to the British as a part of their agreement and the 

Polygars came under the British rule. Since the Polygars had large estates and wealth the 

British abolished the Polygar system and acquired them. In lieu of the annexing of the estates 

the Polygars were given some grants and pension in some cases. One of the Polygars was in 

Uyyalawada in the Kurnool district. Malla Reddy was the adopted son of Nosam zamindar 

Chenchumalla Jayarami Reddy. On the abolition of the Polygar system a pension of Rs. Eleven 

was granted to Malla Reddy but later on discontinued by the British since Malla Reddy was 

the adopted son of Nosam zamindar Chenchumalla Jayarami Reddy. This is the triggering 

point that made Narasimha Reddy furious and he decided to revolt against the British. 

Somewhere around the same time some of his relatives were facing certain proposals by the 

British for reducing their rights on the lands. Further in 1846, the British grabbed the land 

rights held by the villagers who had died in the villages of Koilakuntla, Goodladurty and 

Nossum. Encouraged by the discontent and dissent of the people Narasimha Reddy became 

the leader of the revolt against the British. Narasimha Reddy  was also  joined by other 

Polygars whose lands and assets were seized by the British. The Zamindars of Wanaparthy, 

Munagala, Penugonda, and the Boya, Chenchu tribes in the Nallamalla Hills supported him by 

joining in his uprising against the British. 

Narasimha Reddy along with a strong force of Boyas first attacked the Koilakuntla treasury 

on July 10, 1846. The  Tahsildar was killed and beheaded. The Treasurer was also killed and 

the treasury was razed to the ground. The British then surprised by the attack, cracked down 

hard. They captured Narasimha Reddy’s close associates Gosai Venkana and Obanna. The 

British then sent an army under Captain Knott and Captain Watson to capture Narasimha 

Reddy but failed to do so. Narasimha Reddy defeated the British army forcing Captain Knott 

and Captain Watson to withdraw from the scene. Narasimha Reddy once again attacked the 

British forces in the Nallamalla forests at Giddalur  and forced them to withdraw. He kept the 

British on tenterhooks with a series of guerrilla attacks and hence they failed to capture him. 

The British then captured and imprisoned Narasimha Reddy’s family at Kadapa. When 

Narasimha Reddy came there to free his family, the Collector of Kadapa surrounded the area 

with his army. Narasimha Reddy’s cook was bribed to mix toddy in his food to make him 

intoxicated and  his gun was also disabled. Narasimha Reddy was captured on October 6, 

1846, and was bought to Koilakuntla, along with  several of his associates. A prolonged trial 

was held accusing Narasimha Reddy of revolting against the British. He was also charged with 

looting and murder. After the completion of the trial, he was found guilty and the death 

penalty was awarded. Narasimha Reddy was hanged in public on February 22, 1847, at 7 

a.m, at Jurreti, Koilakuntla, Kurnool district. Later his head was displayed at the Koilakuntla 

fort as a warning to the general public revolting against the British. 

Renati Chandrula Smaraka Samithi was formed to celebrate and preserve the memory of  

Uyyalawada  Narasimha Reddy and the renowned philanthropist Budda Vengal Reddy both of 

whom belonged to Uyyalawada village. The Committee published a book titled Renati Surya 

Chandrulu (The Sun and Moon of Renadu) in Telugu and in English during the year 2015 which 

contains excerpts from research papers by historians. Kurnool Airport at Orvakal has been 

named Uyyalawada Narasimha Reddy Airport in 2015. A movie based on Narasimha Reddy's 

life `Sye Raa Narasimha Reddy’ starring Chiranjeevi and directed by Surender Reddy was 

released on 2 October 2019. Uyyalawada Narasimha Reddy is also known as Koilakuntla 

Narsimha Reddy. After his execution on 22 February 1847, incidentally ten years before the 

historic First War of Independence, his head was hung on a scaffold in the Fort of Nossam 

where it remained till 1877. The heroic and patriotic attempt of Koilakuntla Narsimha Reddy 

inspired millions of people in the region. He is hailed as the hero who led the revolt in Andhra 

Pradesh against British rule.  
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International 
 

America Stands Sharply Divided Today on Critical issues 
 

By TN Ashok, Consulting Editor 

  

The USA stands sharply divided today on critical issues. The November midterm elections in 

the US have split the country. The democrats retain the upper house winning 51 seats against 

49 (R) in the 100-member house. The House of Representatives now is precariously placed 

with the Republicans gaining a wafer-thin majority of 222 to 213 – Republicans vs Democrats 

as Trump’s predicted Tsunami fizzled out. 

 

A divided America worries the world. As such no major problem for the US allies like NATO in 

Europe or India and China in the Asian subcontinent. Foreign policy issues, detailed by 

incumbent President Joe Biden, says clearly in a 58-page document that existing ties would 

be further strengthened with friendly countries such as India. 

  

The US President has enormous powers to return legislation or sign off on simple majority 

legislation. On critical domestic issues or complicated foreign policy relations, Biden needs at 

least 2/3rds majority of the lower house to sign off, if it's against his party’s policies. As the 

house is now controlled by the Republicans, it can be blocked in the Senate leading to a 

stalemate. Then a bipartisan approach has to be taken to pass legislation where both 

democrats and republicans need to sit and settle their differences in the interests of the 

country. 

 

Critical domestic issues 

We must know that the entire West Coast and East Coast are in the influence of the Democrats 

who are liberal thinking as this belt constitutes urban agglomerations of well-educated and 

white-collar workers. The entire mid-west is controlled by Trump-led Republicans where the 

economy is generally rural and most of them are illiterate and don’t even possess a school or 

a college degree. 

  

Abortion rights 

The conservative Catholic dominated Republicans want to prohibit abortions as a Supreme 

Court verdict overturned a 70-year rule that upheld abortion on grounds of rape, incest, 

unwanted pregnancies caused by these and medical termination of abnormalities in fetuses 

threatening the life of the woman. The woman has every right to her reproductive rights was 

the judge's ruling then. But most Republicans think that abortion is against traditional 

Christian beliefs - one can't kill an unborn embryo which has a right to life. MTP can take place 

up to only 28 weeks of pregnancy when a foetus becomes an embryo.  Most women voted for 

Biden who signed an executive order against the Supreme Court ruling allowing them to travel 

overseas or within the country where abortion was legal. But several States ban abortion 

enraging women. 

  

Antiquated Gun Law divides the country 

 The law was framed during the Wild West of 17th century when horse thieves, hustlers and 

rustlers ruled the country.  It's called the 2nd amendment to the Constitution. Every citizen 

has the right to purchase a firearm, carry it concealed in public places and protect himself. 

Most democratic States such as New York have strict gun laws where an elaborate verification 

process is followed before a gun is purchased or sold. The buyer is checked for his mental 

condition. Live-in partners are checked for their mental status. The idea is that the person 

owning the gun should not be trigger happy. The law is different in different States. 
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The spate of mass killings of school children in Texas, shoppers in Buffalo in New York and 

crowds watching an independence parade in Minneapolis has stirred the conscience of the 

nation.    

 

The democrats enforced laws to prohibit purchase of semi-automatic weapons – that can 

release several rounds killing hundreds. Safe storage of such weapons is a must. But the 

Supreme Court upheld the 2nd amendment of a citizen to possess a weapon. Definition of a 

public place for safety is still vague. New York City is densely populated and requires intense 

policing. As people became afraid after the mass shoot-outs, both the Democrats and 

Republicans hammered out a bipartisan legislation where verification process of buyer and 

seller is enforced. But semi-automatic weapons were not banned. Storage of weapons is not 

enforceable. There is still no gun licensing.  The Republican Party plays court to the National 

Rifles Association NRA lobby that wants sale of weapons by the armament industry quoting 

the 2nd amendment which is outdated.    

 

Covid 19 impact  

Donald Trump who did not enforce lock downs or shut downs of businesses during the 

pandemic of covid 19 resulting in the deaths of several thousands in Republican-ruled States 

and loss of livelihood of businesses. The idea to save business did not work as people did not 

come out of fear. Enforced lock downs in Democrats-ruled States saved millions of lives. 

Vaccination was a big issue – most conservative Catholics in the Republican Party campaigned 

against it saying it was evil. But Democrats-ruled States enforced it, not mandatorily but 

through awareness campaigns, that saved lives but livelihood could not be protected. WHO 

statistics place USA at number one on the list of deaths infected by the pandemic. 

  

Inflation is the major issue that divides the country. Biden inherited a tough legacy from his 

predecessor. Today America faces the worst inflation in decades, a forty-year high of 11% 

(CPI 9 % WPI 13%). October figures showed a decline to 7.7 per cent from projected 8%. As 

small businesses suffered, and people died, there is a hiring spree, but wages are low at $7 

to $8 per hour against the peak of pre-covid $24 during the Clinton presidency, the golden 

era.  During Trump's time before Covid, it was around 10 to 15 USD.  Yet, Biden has added 

more jobs at 60,000 per month than his predecessors Trump, Obama and Clinton, an average 

of 40,000 jobs pm during their entire presidency. 

  

The urban middle class is battered by high prices of groceries such as milk, eggs, bread, and 

other kitchen table items and the gasoline prices have also shot to historic highs of $6 per 

gallon (one gallon is 3.30 litres) in the country. Now it has come down to $4 to $5 per gallon 

against pre-covid $3 per gallon. High healthcare costs and high tuition fees in colleges, all of 

which have been addressed by Biden in his inflation reduction act. With Republicans in power 

in the House, they would want to scrap the act posing a danger to citizens.  On foreign policy, 

the major issues are North Korea, South China Seas, Iran and Ukraine. US and NATO allies 

don’t want either North Korea or Iran to become a nuclear power as they are considered rogue 

nations. USA, EU and India are concerned by China's aggressive position on the South China 

Seas on territorial rights issue.  

 

Countries such as Vietnam where India has large oil exploration rights, Philippines where the 

US has interests and other south east nations such as Indonesia with European interests feel 

threatened. Republican or Democratic rule, the foreign policy remains unchanged. The 

prolonged war in Ukraine by Russian aggression has disrupted the supply chains of raw 

materials to the world, paralyzing the manufacturing industry causing historic high inflation 

in India, China, and UK, France, Spain, Italy and others. Both the Republicans and Democrats 

want an immediate end to the war.  
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Book Launch 

The 2nd edition of No Time to Hide – Covid 19, a chronological account of the Sars Cov02 

pandemic that devastated the world between 2019 to 2021  authored by T N Ashok 

(Consulting Editor, PreSense) was launched at Chennai on 19th Dec 2022.  Dr J Radhakrishnan 

IAS, Additional Chief Secretary to the Government of Tamil Nadu, launched the edition.  Dr 

Radhakrishnan was in the forefront of combating and containing the virus in the State, as the 

Health Secretary, with an army of health professionals between 2019 to 2020.  Shri T S   

Krishnamurthy, Former Chief Election Commissioner of India, received 

the first copy. 

 

The first edition of this book was presented to  the then Vice President 

of India, Shri Venkaiah Naidu, in 2021.  

 

This book details the onset of Covid 19 in Wuhan of Hubei province of 

China and its two-year journey across the globe as a pandemic, leaving 

a trail of death, destruction and devastation of lives and livelihood in its 

wake since 2019 to date till 2022. The author has presented case studies 

of various countries such as USA, UK, Spain, India, Italy, France, China 

and Russia in containing the disease. FAQs on the disease is a special 

chapter.  

 

The book is on sale on Amazon, Flipkart (Walmart) and Notion Press in 150 countries and 

3500 retail outlets in India. Hardbound is priced at Rs 699 and paperback is priced at Rs 499.  

 

(L to R) T N Ashok, Dr J Radhakrishnan IAS and T S Krishnamurthy 
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