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From the Desk of Managing Editor 

 

 

Dear Readers 

I am happy to share the 189th edition of your 

eMagazine PreSense with its rich content as 

usual.  

The recent Supreme Court order releasing the 

seven convicts of Rajiv Gandhi assassination 

Case has triggered a controversy across the nation. While 

Tamil Nadu based Dravidian parties hailed the release, other 

national parties have opposed the decision. The Editorial 

deals with the impact of this judgment. 

 

The growth of Social Media has shown a challenge to the 

society and the ‘fake news’ are on the increase.  People are 

not able to find out whether the information is true or false.  

The cover story deals with the fake news syndrome and 

simple techniques to detect the fake information circulated 

through text, images and video.   

Prime Point Foundation and PreSense celebrated the 

Constitution Day and released the eBook containing the 

Parliamentary speeches of Smt. Supriya Sule, Member of 

Parliament.  A brief report and a video link are provided in 

an exclusive story.   

 

Every month we feature one freedom fighter. In this edition 

we feature Tilka Manjhi, less known tribal leader and 

freedom fighter.   

Nobel Prize is being presented to the winners in Dec.  Our 

Special article features the methodology of the selection 

process.  We also bring out an article on Digital currency, to 

be issued by RBI.  

As always Prince Cartoon humours our readers.  

 

I am confident that readers will enjoy reading this edition 

too. Kindly send your feedback to editor@corpezine.com, so 

that our Editorial Board can examine your suggestions. 

Please share this edition with your friends. I will catch up 

with you next month with more varied content. 

 

Jai Hind 

 

K. Srinivasan 
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Editorial 
 

Release of Rajiv Killers by Supreme Court Triggers 
Controversy 

 
By Prime Point Srinivasan, Managing  Editor 

 
 

 
 

In May 2022, Supreme Court Bench invoked the Special Powers under Article 142 of the 

Indian Constitution and released Perarivalan, one of the seven convicts of Rajiv Gandhi 

Assassination Case.  Based on this judgment, the other six convicts were also released from 

the prison in November 2022, again invoking the Article 142.  The reasons quoted by the 

Supreme Court was (1) the delay in taking a decision by the Governor under Article 161 to 

release them from the jail after serving 30 years of imprisonment (2) the good conduct of the 

convicts and (3) acquiring education qualification in the jail.   

 

Article 142 empowers the Supreme Court to pass such decree or make such order as is 

necessary for doing ‘complete justice’ in any cause or matter pending before it.   While the 

Dravidian parties like DMK and AIADMK have welcomed the release, the National parties like 

BJP and Congress have opposed this order. 

 

Background 

 

Rajiv Gandhi, the former Prime Minister of India, was assassinated by a suicide bomber in 

May 1991 at Sriperumbudur in Tamil Nadu. Along with Rajiv Gandhi, 16 others, including few 

police officers and children were killed in the blast.  41 others, including police officials were 

seriously injured and have pellets in their body and they continue to suffer even now.  

Investigations revealed the international conspiracy to attack on Indian sovereignty and 
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integrity of our Nation.  This assassination had a serious impact on the economy of the 

country.  It took several years to come back to normalcy.   

 

Conviction confirmed 

 

The accused persons of Rajiv Gandhi Assassination Case were given death sentence by TADA 

court at Chennai in 1999.  In the same year, an appeal was dismissed by the Supreme Court.  

Leading lawyers argued on behalf of convicts. During the same year, a mercy petition was 

also rejected by the Governor of Tamil Nadu under Article 161.  On the orders of the Madras 

High Court, the mercy petition was reviewed by the Governor again and was rejected in 2000.  

President of India also rejected the mercy petition under Article 72 in 2011. Based on another 

petition, the Supreme Court converted the death sentence into ‘imprisonment for life’.  That 

means, the convicts had to undergo imprisonment during their life time.  

 

After exhausting all the judicial and mercy petition process, the convicts represented to the 

Tamil Nadu Government for ‘remission of sentence’ and to release them from jail in 2018.  

The State Government forwarded their requests under Article 161 to the Governor in 2018 

with a Cabinet resolution. Since the Governor did not take any decision and forwarded it to 

the President for a decision, the convicts appealed to the Supreme Court for remission and 

release them prematurely from the prison. 

 

Supreme Court orders 

 

Only for this petition, the Supreme Court released them invoking the Special Powers under 

Article 142, quoting the delay in taking decision by the Governor and mentioning that the 

Cabinet resolution was binding on the Governor.  The other reasons being: (1) serving of 30 

years in prison (2) good conduct and (3) acquiring educational qualification, etc. 

 

Controversy 

 

Tamil Nadu based Dravidian parties like DMK and AIADMK and other small parties hailed this 

judgment.  Some parties even celebrated the release.  When Perarivalan was first released in 

May 2022, M K Stalin, the Chief Minister hosted him a party and honoured him with shawl.  

This had generated a lot of criticism. Though all the seven convicts have been released, they 

were not declared innocent. Only their sentence was remitted.   

 

This judgment by Supreme Court has generated controversy. In a strongly-worded 

statement, Congress general secretary for communication, Jairam Ramesh, said: “It is most 

unfortunate that the Supreme Court has not acted in consonance with the spirit of India on 

this issue.”   

 

Addressing a press conference, Abhishek Singhvi, Constitutional expert and senior advocate 

of the Supreme Court, said the decision had shocked the nation’s conscience and had invited 

serious concern and criticism from all sides of the political spectrum. 

 

Despite being aware of the nature of the crime and the evidence that led to their conviction 

as well as the objection of the Governor, why did the top court seek to grant ‘preferential 

treatment’ to individuals convicted of the most heinous crime, Singhvi asked.   

 

Anusuya, a retired Police officer who was on duty on that day said in a press conference that 

she along with 40 others suffered heavy injuries and have pellets in the body.  She felt that 

Supreme Court should have taken into consideration  before invoking Articvle 142  the 
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sufferings of 16 innocent families who lost one of their family members and  41 others who 

sufferred major injuries during the blast.   

 

PreSense spoke to many common people and also lawyers. They were all unanimous in 

conveying as to why the Supreme Court should invoke special powers under 142 to release 

the Rajiv killers, who attacked the sovereignty and integrity of the nation, when thousands 

of under-trials and persons with ordinary murder charges and with good conduct are suffering 

in jail for decades.  

  

Impact of the Judgment 

 

Democracy is functioning with three pillars viz. (1) Legislature, (2) Executive and (3) 

Judiciary.  The ‘Theory of separation of powers’ allows each pillar to discharge its role 

independently without interfering on the other.  Legislature should make law; Judiciary 

should make judicial reviews; and Executive will take the decisions.   

 

In this particular case, legal experts feel that Supreme Court should not have invoked Article 

142 to provide ‘complete justice’ to the petitioners by taking the decision.  ‘Complete Justice’ 

does not mean releasing them from jail.  It can also be advising the Executive (in this case 

Governor) to take a decision within a specified period. As this case involves international 

angle with four convicts belonging to Sri Lanka, Supreme Court should have left the decision 

making to the Executive, who are responsible for the security and safety of the country.  

Supreme Court should confine to judicial review of the decision taken by the Executive.   

 

Based on this judgment, already some of the convicts have started applying for remission of 

their sentence.  Even some of the political parties have already demanded the release of 

dreaded terrorists for vote bank politics.  If the State Governments start recommending such 

petitions to the Governors under Article 161, Governors will be under pressure.  It would be 

always better for the Supreme Court to leave the matter, particularly when the terrorists and 

international criminals are involved, to the Home Ministry of the Central Government to take 

decision, as they have complete data of the security of the country.  Security and sovereignty 

of the nation are more important than legal points.   

 

BJP and Congress are filing the review petitions separately, as it involves an attack on the 

sovereignty of the nation.  PreSense suggests a debate in the Parliament and also a dialogue 

between the Government and the Supreme Court to get a clarity on Article 142 and 161. 

  

Shri Hansraj G Ahir, our Patron is appointed as the Chairman of 

National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC) 

Shri Hansraj G Ahir, Former Minister of State (Home) is now 

appointed as the Chairman of the ‘National Commission for 

Backward Classes’ (NCBC) by the President of India.  

He is five-time Sansad Ratna Awardee for 15th Lok Sabha.  He 

was honoured with ‘Sansad Maha Ratna’ Award for his 

outstanding performance in the 15th Lok Sabha.  He 

represented Chandrapur Lok Sabha Constituency four times.  

He was the Jury Committee Member of Sansad Ratna Awards.  

He is now the Patron for Sansad Ratna Awards Committee.  

Sansad Ratna Award is instituted by Prime Point Foundation and PreSense.    

(See also Page 14) 
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Cover Story  

Beware and Be Aware of Fake News in the Social Media 

By Ramesh Sundaram, Consulting Editor 

With the estimated 650 million plus internet users in India and with 

the growth of technology like 5G, the credibility of the information 

that we receive is also under threat.  India is the largest user base for 

platforms like Facebook, WhatsApp, YouTube and Instagram. The 

Annual Search India Report of Google indicates that 2 in 3 Google 

searches are coming from the locations outside the 5 metros.  It also 

reveals that local language searches are increasing every year.   

The activities of social media platforms are mindboggling.  500 million 

blogs are written every day; 500 hours of videos are uploaded on 

YouTube every minute; 340 million photos are uploaded in Facebook 

daily; 500 million persons use Instagram stories daily; 6000 tweets 

are posted on Twitter every second.   

This has resulted in the dissemination of fake or false information through text messages, 

images and videos on large scale. This has become a great challenge for the users and to 

Police authorities.   

In an exclusive interview with Ramesh Sundaram, Consulting Editor of PreSense, Induja 

Raghunathan, a Senior Journalist with more than two decades of experience in print, television 

and digital media explains the fake news and fact checking concepts.  Induja is also a certified 

trainer on this subject. She is one of the very few experts in India to identify the fake news. 

Excerpts: 

What is Fake news? 

Fake news is not the correct term. Common man understands only this term. It is a 

combination of variety of false information. We get information from different sources online.   

Fake news is a poorly defined term that combines nine varieties of false information. They 

are: (1) Mis-information (2) Dis-information (3) Unscientific claims (4) Rumours (5) False 

context (6) Imposter content (7) Manipulated content (8) Satire or parody and (9) 

propaganda.   

Common man comes across mis-information and dis-information daily.   

Misinformation is the information that is false, but the person who is disseminating it believes 

that it is true. 

Disinformation is the information that is false, and the person who is disseminating it knows 

it is false. It is a deliberate, intentional lie.  The person who disseminates this may have a 

political or personal hidden agenda.  For example, you may be aware during Covid pandemic, 

many people collected money creating sympathy using the names of reliable persons.  

Psychologically, people tend to believe fake news often without verification.  There are many 

instances, the fake news has cost lives (eg.: lynching, false information about child 

Induja Raghunathan 
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kidnappers, etc.). Women harassment happens with fake news. Even senior politicians are 

not spared.  

How a common man can identify the fake news? 

Develop critical thinking. PAY ATTENTION, OBSERVE, because attention is the gateway to 

mind. There are no laws in India, other than cyber laws to curb this menace. If any information 

comes to you, please do not believe immediately.  Many people tend to forward such fake 

messages immediately out of Fear of Missing Out (FOMO) without verification. Most of the 

WhatsApp groups are flooded with such fake 'forwarded' messages.  Such messages consume 

the data and the service provider gets the benefit.   

Some people create such false content and circulate it with 

a specific agenda.  You may remember that during corona 

time, many false messages were circulated prescribing 

medicines.  With good intention many people forwarded 

these to others without knowing the implications.   

Before further forwarding such messages, every person 

should think as to (1) why such message is received (2) is 

the message true and (3) is it needed to forward further. 

For example, if a message is received informing that the 

schools would be closed next day, before forwarding, the 

receiver can take a few minutes by searching in the google. To get the correct results, put 

the keywords under double quote (") and using the 'tools' button, filter the duration, like 24 

hours, one week, etc. If mainline or traditional media sites carry this information, then we 

can believe. 

For photo or image verification, you can google image search with key words in double quote 

(").  Or you can do 'Reverse Image Search' to verify the authenticity of any image. Right click 

the image and click on 'Search image with Google Lens'. You can detect if any picture is 

morphed or not. 

For example, in 2015, a picture was circulated with Kamala Harris, Vice President of USA, in 

traditional South Indian saree. Through reverse image search, it was found out to be a 

morphed one.  

There are some advanced fake news verification 

sites like Alt news, AFP Fast Check, Boom live, 

First Check, etc. Leading media houses like 

India Today, NDTV, etc. have their own 'Fact 

Checking Team', in their Editorial desk. They 

use advanced tools to detect the fake 

information, images and videos.   

Basic fake images can be found out through 

'reverse image search', but 'deep fakes' need 

advanced tools for verification.  

Video verification - An extension tool 'Invid' can 

be installed in Chrome or Firefox browser.  If 
Courtesy:  Alt News 
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you copy and paste the URL of the subject video, it will analyse frame by frame and detect if 

there is any fake portion of the video. 

Popular Canadian rapper Drake and American rapper Lil 

Wayne had their stage performance at Toronto in 

August 2022. A video that was uploaded in Instagram 

had a brief clip of remixed version of late Lata 

Mangeshkar's iconic song, Didi Tera Dewar Deewana. It 

attracted more than 2 million viewers immediately.  This 

posting went viral, with exciting comments hailing 

Canadian rappers singing Indian song.  Even mainline 

channels carried this video.  Later, BOOM was able 

to confirm that the song playing in the background 

was 'The Motto', sung by Drake and Lil Wayne, and 

not 'Didi Tera Dewar Deewana'.  

for more details about this story, visit https://tinyurl.com/fakevideo1  

What is the responsibility of the common man, if he comes across fake message, 

image or video? 

Generally traditional media like print and television have different layers of  'gate keeping' for 

editing and verification, before they release the information.  If people find that the 

information is fake or wrong in the traditional media, they can seek legal remedy and/or 

report to the concerned authorities concerned.   

In the social media, information is disseminated by individuals without any 'gate-keeping‘ or 

verification.  Common man cannot detect who emanates a fake information.  The Social media 

platforms like Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp will share the information only with the 

Government Authorities like Courts and Police.  Since there is no accountability in the social 

media, people should be more careful while trusting and consuming the information passed 

through social media.  

The affected people can approach the cybercrime police for necessary action.     

What message you want to convey to the Government to curb this menace? 

There are no strong laws in India to address this issue, other than the cyber laws.  With the 

technological growth, the fake news menace will be haunting the society more in future.  

Hence, the Government should strictly enforce discipline among the social media platforms to 

respond to the Government Authorities, whenever complaints are made.   

'Information literacy' is more required than 'fact-checking‘ to curb this menace.  This means, 

before spreading the false information, the users of social media should think for a while 

before forwarding to others. The Government should also ensure that more awareness is 

created among the internet users and media persons about 'information literacy'.  

Persons in higher position, celebrities and influencers should be more careful while sharing or 

forwarding any information in the social media, as this may be trusted by all his/her followers 

and the society.        

 

Courtesy:  Boom Live 

https://tinyurl.com/fakevideo1
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Constitution Day 2022 + Launch of eBook containing the 

Parliamentary speeches of Supriya Sule 

Prime Point Foundation and Sansad Ratna Awards Committee organised Constitution Day 

celebration 

through Zoom on 

25th November 

2022.   

Dr. M. Veerappa 

Moily, Former 

Chief Minister of 

Karnataka and 

former Union Minister was the Chief Guest.  Shri T S Krishnamurthy, 

Former Chief Election Commissioner of India  presided over the event. 

During the event, an eBook containing the Parliamentary speeches of Smt. Supriya Sule, MP, 

in 16th Lok Sabha was released by Dr. M. Veerappa Moily.   

Prime Point Srinivasan gave the welcome address.  Priyadharshni Rahul anchored the event. 

The event can be watched through this link  

https://youtu.be/25wp2BlNxb4  

The eBook can be downloaded from the link 

http://www.prpoint.com/publication/supriyasule16.pdf  

Photos can be downloaded from the link 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/yuVZj5WkcbH3e6vG8  

 

A Rare Gesture by Dinamalar, a leading Tamil Daily 

R Nurullah, Editorial Advisor of 

PreSense, had retired from 

Dinamalar, a leading Tamil daily in 

2005, after serving for 35 years.  

Dinamalar management has 

identified some of the senior 

journalists who had contributed to 

their organisation when they were in 

service and honoured them in a grand 

event at Madurai. Nurullah (second 

from the left in the photo) was also 

honoured by them, after 17 years of 

retirement.  In these days, when 

employers cease their relationship 

immediately with employees after 

they quit the organisation, the gesture of Dinamalar to remember and honour the past 

employees after many years of retirement has set a good precedent to motivate their existing 

employees. 

https://youtu.be/25wp2BlNxb4
http://www.prpoint.com/publication/supriyasule16.pdf
https://photos.app.goo.gl/yuVZj5WkcbH3e6vG8
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Guest Column 
 

‘Digital Currency’ is not Another Bitcoin 
 

By Naa. Vijayashankar, Cyber Law Expert 

 

Reserve Bank of India recently announced that it would launch a “Digital Currency” directly 

under the control of the Central Bank called Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC).  

Many are unclear whether CBDC is another crypto currency like Bitcoin but curious to know 

whether it would command a premium like Bitcoin. The concerns about the use of Crypto 

currencies as digital black money and the high exposure to hacking risks create a concern in 

the society whether CBDC is secure and is good for the economy. Also many are wondering 

that in our country, where virtual money is being extensively used for transactions through 

mobiles and internet banking system, whether there is a need at all for a Digital Currency 

from the Central Bank. 

To answer some of these doubts let us try to understand what is the technology that the RBI 

is proposing to use for CBDC. 

The Crypto world uses the technology of public blockchain and “Mining” to generate crypto 

currencies like Bitcoin. It is a public ledger system that records and approves every 

transaction and successful participants in block creation are rewarded with new currencies 

that get released into the market. CBDC does not use this technology. CBDC is created by 

RBI in an algorithm just like printing of a series of documents in a printing software. No mining 

is involved in the process. No member of the public is involved in the creation of the Digital 

currency. 

In such a system the CBDC will not carry any premium and hence the value of a Rupee will 

be a Rupee whether in physical form or in virtual form or in the proposed digital form. Security 

concerns are limited to securing the software and hardware used for the issue of the digital 

currency. It is manageable. 

RBI will issue two categories of CBDC s namely CBDC-W and CBDC-R. CBDC-W is a wholesale 

product which will be used by the RBI and Authorized Banks. This will be activated now when 

the system is ready. CBDC-R is the retail product like the physical currency note with a serial 

number. In technology terms, it is called a “Token” with a distinct identity which is issued by 

RBI through a software and cannot be tampered with. But it can be taken into possession by 

an individual who can view its attributes such as its denomination (whether it is Rs 500 or Rs 

50) and also transfer the possession to another person who also can view its attributes.  

RBI is not ready with the technology to be used for enabling viewing of attributes by public 

without the possibility of tampering with the attributes (such as changing Rs 50 to Rs 500) 

and for transferring the ownership control from one to another. RBI would prefer that though 

the CBDC-R is issued by them, they should be distributed by intermediaries like Banks who 

will offer services for public to maintain “Wallet” accounts in which the tokens reside and can 

be taken out or added. 

The design of such software wallets is an exciting creative exercise that private sector 

software developers would be interested in. It has to combine security, convenience and 

aesthetics to enable ordinary persons to be able to and motivated to use. 
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Black money hoarders will use hardware wallets which may look like USB devices where their 

tokenized digital currencies are held and the device is physically held in possession. They can 

also be in the form of smart cards which like the WiFi enabled smart debit cards of today can 

be used with a computer or a reading device. When tokens are transferred from one such 

hardware wallet to another, the transaction may remain anonymous in the eyes of the 

regulators. 

However allowing such transactions will enable the parallel economy with black money to 

continue as in the current system. We can hope that such a system is never introduced, and 

CBDC-R remains only a concept and not introduced for the time being. 

Even the CBDC-W system is nothing different from the current system where Banks maintain 

a current account with RBI and route their settlement transactions through this account. This 

can be selectively extended to bulk users like exporters and importers the way foreign 

exchange is today regulated through Authorized dealers. 

In this context, one may wonder what is the advantage that RBI foresees in the introduction 

of CBDC system. One logical explanation is that if several countries develop their own CBDC 

systems then they can create a separate CBDC exchange mechanism and avoid the 

dependence of the US dollar for international transactions as an intermediary currency 

allowing US Banking system the control over international money exchanges. The power of 

USD as a reserve currency and the power to freeze accounts of foreign Governments when 

“Sanctions” are imposed in situations like the Russia-Ukraine war would be curtailed. This will 

enable creation of a new international monetary system. Perhaps the Government of India 

wanted to create the entity called CBDC-Rupee so that they can participate in this new 

economic world order.  

P. S: RBI will be introducing CBDC-R in select cities and in select banks from December 

1,2022, for testing purposes. 

Book Launch 

‘Battlefield India’ is a book of interviews 

The story starts in 1997 on the eve of India’s 50th year as an independent 

nation, and ends in 2022 as free India celebrates its 75th birthday. The 

political, economic, and social events of the last 25 years are recounted 

through the voices of people the author has interviewed over the years.  

These voices include many who shall go down in the history books as 

legends of this period of India’s long history: among others, the man 

behind the Green Revolution and a member of independent India’s 

Constituent Assembly, C. Subramaniam; the former President of India, 

R. Venkataraman; the eminent agronomist Dr. M.S. Swaminathan; the 

acerbic cartoonist Abu Abraham; the inimitable political commentator, 

Cho Ramaswamy and the ever-eloquent MP, Shashi Tharoor.  

This book released at Chennai in November 2022 is authored by Shobha Warrier, a senior 

journalist with more than 40 years of experience in the field. Presently, she is the Senior 

Editorial Director of Rediff.  This book is written by her based on the interviews she has taken 

in the past 25 years for Rediff.com.  
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International 
 

Interesting Facts About Nobel Prize 
 

By Prof. Dr. R Jagannathan, Editorial Advisor 

 

The names of the prestigious Nobel Prize Winners 2022 have already been announced and 

the Award ceremony will be held on 10th December every year. The Nobel Prize is awarded 

every year, since 1901, “to those who, during the preceding year, have conferred the greatest 

benefit to the mankind”.  It is conferred in the five different fields of Physics, Chemistry, 

Physiology or Medicine, Literature, and Peace. Later in 1968, a sixth prize was added in the 

field of economic sciences. The Prize is officially not a Nobel Prize but it is called as "The 

Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel". It was established 

by Sveriges Riksbank (Sweden’s central bank). 

History 

Alfred Nobel was a Swedish chemist, engineer, and industrialist most famously known for the 

invention of dynamite. He died in 1896. Using his massive wealth, in his will, he created the 

Nobel Prize and the Nobel Prize Foundation.  

Between 1901 and 2022, the Nobel Prizes and the Sveriges Riksbank Prize in 

Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel were awarded 615 times to 989 

people and organisations. With some receiving the Nobel Prize more than 

once, this makes a total of 954 individuals and 27 organisations. Among 

them, are 11 Indians, including 3 from Tamil Nadu. 

The Nobel Prize consists of a gold medal (as depicted in the picture) and a cash award of 

about 7.5 Crore Indian Rupee. The prizes are awarded on December 10th every year to mark 

the death anniversary of Sir Alfred Nobel. 

Selection of Nobel Laureates 

A highly neutral body of unimpeachable integrity 

consisting of members of the Royal Swedish 

Academy of Sciences, Members of the Nobel 

Committee, previous year Nobel Prize laureates in 

the subject and many other reputed academicians 

from different countries are part of the selection 

committee. The selection process starts one year in 

advance.  (Please see the graphics for the stages of 

selection process) 

The names of the nominees and other information 

about the nominations and nominators, cannot be 

revealed until 50 years later. 
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Nobel Prize Winners 2022 

Physics: The 2022 Nobel Prize in Physics has been awarded to three researchers, John F. 

Clauser, USA, Alain Aspect, France, and Anton Zeilinger, Austria for their work on quantum 

entanglement, which can lead to quantum teleportation.  

Chemistry: Carolyn R. Bertozzi, USA, Morten Meldal, Denmark and K. Barry Sharpless, USA 

won the Chemistry Nobel Prize 2022 “for the development of click chemistry and bio-

orthogonal chemistry”. These researches will pave way for very effective drug design for 

different cancers. 

Medicine and Physiology: Svante Pääbo, Sweden, won the Nobel Prize for Medicine and 

Physiology “for his discoveries concerning the genomes of extinct hominins and human 

evolution.”  

Peace, Literature and Economics: The 2022 Peace Prize is awarded to (1) Human Rights 

advocate Ales Bialiatski from Belarus, (2) the Russian human rights organisation Memorial, 

(3) the Ukrainian human rights organisation Center for Civil Liberties and (4) Annie Thérèse 

Blanche Ernaux, France for Literature. Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in 

Memory of Alfred Nobel 2022 goes to Ben S. Bernanke, Douglas W. Diamond and Philip H. 

Dybvig “for research on banks and financial crises” 

Conclusion 

It is a matter of great concern that in India nobody got the Nobel Prize for Science after Sir 

CV Raman in 1930. Prof. Subramaniam Chandrasekar and Prof. Venkatraman Ramakrishnan, 

Scientists of Indian origin, got the Nobel Prize not as Indians, but as foreign nationals.  

Nobel Prize is the most coveted prize on this planet. How difficult it is to get the Nobel Prize 

and what do our Indian Nobel Laureates say about it? Our Prof. Sir. C. V. Raman, who got 

Nobel Prize in 1930, says that “the essence of science is independent thinking and hard work”.  

With the introduction of New Education Policy, Government of India should study and explore 

the possibilities of developing more scientists to get Nobel Prize in future.  

Ref:   https://www.nobelprize.org/ 

 

PreSense Personally Greeted Shri Hansraj Ahir 

 

 

On 30th November 2022, Priyadharshni Rahul, Editor of 

PreSense and President of Sansad Ratna Awards 

Committee met Shri Hansraj Ahir, Chairman of National 

Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC), a 

Constitutional body,  and presented him with a bouquet 

. 

PreSense congratulates Shri Hansraj Ahir for being 

appointed as the Chairman of NCBC by the President of 

India. 
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Ignited Minds 

Hair Donation Helps Cancer Patients to Restore Self-

Confidence 

By Priyadharshni Rahul, Editor 

 

Many of us have heard about donation of eye, kidney, organs, etc.  But most of us are not 

aware that we can actually donate hair and that too for a good cause. Suparna Gangal, a 

Pune based International Video Journalist, got 

introduced to this concept while researching for a 

story. The story wasn’t commissioned but, she 

realized that, the least that she could do to this 

wonderful cause was to donate her own hair. Many 

chemo patients especially women become very self-

conscious the moment they start losing the hair 

during the treatment of cancer. Keeping one’s 

morale high is really important while fighting this 

dreaded disease. Loss of hair creates a massive dent 

in confidence for those undergoing cancer 

treatment. 

 

A human hair wig costs around Rs. 25,000 onwards. 

Many of the patients already burdened with the 

treatment cost, cannot afford a wig. That’s where 

the NGOs come in. They appeal to people to send in 

hair and cash donations and they create wigs for 

patients who are unable to afford them. The 

minimum length required by them is 12 inches. One 

just needs to Google and figure out the process of 

donation and place where one can courier her valuable hair.  

 

When doing it for the first time, growing one’s hair is the easy part. Measuring it to the 

requisite length and then cutting it is psychologically tough. Imagine if it’s so hard to cut just 

some portion of one’s grown hair, what it must feel like to turn bald and fight the disease at 

the same time. 

 

Suparna recently donated her hair for the 2nd time and it wasn’t so tough because, she has 

read multiple stories about the massive difference that a wig can make to a patient. 

 

In an exclusive conversation with PreSense, Suparna says, “Go ahead; grow hair and donate. 

If you are unable to do that, don’t fret. Another important aspect is the monetary cost of 

making a wig. What you can do is, simply send a monetary donation to the NGO that is willing 

on the patients to fight cancer by bringing their self-confidence back by restoring their hair 

and confidence, both”. 

 

Suparna also suggests that popular salons in all the centres can also promote this concept by 

aligning with some NGOs. Even ordinary people can have the satisfaction of doing 

extraordinary things. 

 

 

Suparna Gangal with her hair for donation 
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Media Partner 

PRCI elects Woman as the National President 

In the 16th Global Communication Conclave held at Kolkata on 11th and 12th November 2022, 

Public Relations Council of India (PRCI) has elected Geetha Shankar, as the National President 

for 2022-24.  This is the first time PRCI will be headed by a woman of eminence.  Geetha 

Shankar with more than three decades of communication and training experience, based at 

Bengaluru, has assured that she would be taking the PRCI to the next level creating more 

awareness on the latest trends in Digital Communication.   

PRCI, founded by M B Jayaram (presently Chairman Emeritus and Chief Mentor) in 2004 has 

58 Indian Chapters and 6 International Chapters, consisting of Public Relations, Advertising, 

Media and other communication professionals.   

During the 16th Global Communication Conclave, Chanakya Awards and Collateral Awards 

were presented to various Corporates, Institutions and Individuals for their excellence in 

communication. 275 Awards under 65 categories were presented. 350 communication 

professionals across India, Nepal, Bangladesh and Bhutan, including 75 Corporates 

participated in the Conclave. The two-day Conclave discussed the latest trends in 

communication. 

 

(Change of Guard: While Chairman Emeritus MP Jayaram (extreme left) announces, T Vinay Kumar (outgoing 
National President – extreme right) hands over the charge to the newly elected President Geetha Shankar) 
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Freedom Fighters of India 

TILKA MANHJI- A Tribal Leader 

 

By C. Badri, Consulting Editor 

 

Indian civilization is one of the oldest living civilisation and is estimated to be about 7000 

years old. The real Indian history had been camouflaged with distorted facts by some western 

historians. The Manjhi Revolt against the British which was camouflaged is one such classic 

case in the Indian history. Tilka Manjhi was a valiant freedom fighter from Bihar. He belonged 
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to the tribal community. He was the first to proclaim an open revolt against the British and 

incessantly fought for freedom from 1771 until 1784. He revolted against the British rule with 

bows and arrows way before Mangal Pandey took up arms against the British. He had fought 

the battle with courage, strong conviction and resisted the British rule for the atrocities and 

brutality committed by them. He was ultimately captured and was hanged in 1785 by the 

British. The fight against the British was a long-drawn affair and Tilka Manhji’s fight against 

the British was the precursor to the tribal uprising followed by Bhumij Revolt (1798), the 

Chero Uprising (1810), the Munda Uprising (1819-1820), the Kol Rebellion (1833), the Second 

Bhumij Revolt (1834) and of the Santhal Hool (1855).  

Tilka Majhi was born in a Santhal family on 11th February 1750 in a small village called 

Tilakpur in Sultanganj, Bihar. His father's name was Sundara Murmu. Since childhood Tilka 

lived in the forest and hunted wild animals for a living. His favourite activities were workouts, 

wrestling, climbing on the trees, walking in the valleys, playing with wild animals, roaming in 

wild forests, river fronts etc. Having been in the forest since childhood days amongst the 

wildlife made him brave and fearless. His weapons were bows and arrows. 

Tilka since his childhood days witnessed the tyranny and the oppression of the British 

unleashed on the tribals and their family. The British forcefully grabbed their rights of the 

cultivation and the wild trees etc. The tribal people including the women, children and old 

people were mercilessly tortured. The mountains which were inhabited by the landlords kept 

the British in good books in return for the money. All these factors culminated and provoked 

Tilka to rebel against the British. The tribals under the leadership of Tilka were headed towards 

the forest areas of Bhagalpur and Sultanganj. During sometime around 1770, the Santhal 

Pargana was dying due to severe drought. The British instead of providing assistance like food 

and other relief material to the people exploited them mercilessly. This was the triggering 

point for the revolt of Tilka. 

Tilka and the tribals led by him were in constant fight with the British forces. Cleveland and 

Sir Eyre Coote pitched battles with the brave Tilka's army. While the British army headed for 

a battle Tilka's tribals began to secretly hit arrows on the English army. Tilka then climbed a 

palm tree and Cleveland came on a horse at that place. At that moment, Tilka fatally attacked 

Cleveland on January 13, 1784, with his arrows and killed him. The British got rattled with 

the attack and the death of Cleveland. 

After the death of Cleveland, the British were on the look out to capture Tilka. One night, 

Tilka and tribals were celebrating with dance and songs and on the defeat of the British. 

Surprisingly a traitor Warlord Jaudah attacked Tilka’s army. In this sudden attack Tilka 

survived but many of his soldiers were martyred and some were imprisoned. Tilka escaped 

from the scene and took refuge in the mountains of Sultanganj. The British English army then 

laid a trap for him in the surrounding mountain areas of Sultanganj and Bhagalpur. Tilka and 

his soldiers who were hiding in mountainous areas had to struggle a lot to survive. His soldiers 

died due to lack of proper food and starvation. By now Tilka changed his strategy and fought 

a guerrilla war with the British. In the process Tilka was trapped by the Britishers and was 

captured in 1785. The British after capturing Tilka tied him to a horse and dragged him all 

the way to the Collector's residence at Bhagalpur, His lacerated body was hung in public from 

a Banyan tree. Tilka will be fondly remembered eternally as a great son of Mother India.  

After Indian Independence, a statue of Tilka was erected at the spot where he was hanged, 

which is located near the residence of Bhagalpur S.P. Bhagalpur University, in his honour, 

was also renamed as “Tilka Manjhi Bhagalpur University.” A statue of Tilka was also erected 

at Dumka, Jharkhand in his honour. 
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