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From the Desk of Editor-in-Chief 
 
 
Greetings from all of us @ The Editorial Team to all our readers. 

 
As the penultimate month of the year 2020 passes us by, we look back on an 
unusual year that is approaching its conclusion. A year of misses and sad 
partings. A year of novel ways of working and connecting. A year when 
technology became a key application in almost every person’s life to connect, 
work, earn, learn, progress and stay sane. We have one more month to go 
before we bid the year adieu. Let us hold on, with hope, optimism and 
support for one another. 

 
The year 2020 is a year of the COVID-19 virus which the whole world has been fighting 
against. In India, down south, in Tamil Nadu State, traditional medicine called Siddha has 
been making inroads, but unfortunately, going mostly undocumented and unnoticed. The 
Editorial discusses this, and suggests its promotion just as we did with our own Yoga, after 

ascertaining its virtues. 
 
The Cover Story is about the emergence of political strategic consultancies which is the 
corporatisation of political functioning, especially public relations and poll campaigns.  
  
The recently concluded US polls is bringing about a change of head in the country. What is 
the impact of this change in Indo-US relations? We discuss this in an article on the topic. 

 
The Nobel Prizes for 2020 have been announced. We carry a report on who won and the 
achievement which gained recognition for the Prize.  
 
We carry reports on events held during the month in our three main series, Sangamam, 
Amudha Surabhi and ‘Dialogue with Experts’. Our mascot, Prince, chips in with his satirical 
comment. 

 
I hope you will enjoy reading this edition. Please share your feedback with us at 
editor@corpezine.com.  Your feedback is important to us. 

 

Downloads 

  
Download: 

www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense150 
 

Download: 
www.prpoint.com/ezine/initiatives 

Earlier Editions of your eMagazine, PreSense: https://www.corpezine.com 

mailto:editor@corpezine.com
http://www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense150
http://www.prpoint.com/ezine/initiatives
https://www.corpezine.com/
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Editorial 

 

Provide Siddha System of Medicine 

The Status It Deserves 
 

The world has been going through a chronic COVID-19 crisis since early 2020.  Researchers 
and scientists have been spending money and time and concerted efforts in finding relief 
from the new virus that has taken over the world.  
 

While the World Health Organisation (WHO) and similar 
health organisations have been promoting research in the 
allopathic system of medicine, back in India, traditional 
medicine, especially Siddha, has been making inroads in 
successfully arresting infection by the COVID virus. 
  
Siddha medicine is one of the oldest traditional systems of medicine practised in the 
southern part of India, mostly in Tamil Nadu and Kerala. Siddha means ‘perfection’. It has a 
holistic approach and covers the physical, psychological, social and spiritual well-being of an 
individual in the medical pursuit of combatting infections in the body.  
 
Siddha is based on the principles relating to the elements and humours (Vaadham, Pitham 
and Kapham) of the human body, which when imbalanced, result in diseases and adverse 
medical conditions. 

 
To understand the role of Siddha medicine in dealing with the current medical crisis, your 
eMagazine’s Editorial Team talked to various Siddha doctors and researchers.  
 
In the 2015 Chennai floods that threatened an epidemic of water-borne diseases, 
‘Nilavembu Kudineer’, a Siddha polyherbal formulation, was widely distributed and 
administered among the local people, and this move successfully averted any threat of an 
epidemic. PreSense understands that hospitals in Tamil Nadu state had co-administered 
Siddha medicine to COVID patients, and about 800 of them were taken up for research to 
find out the effectiveness of Siddha medication. These selected patients had shown 
moderate/severe symptoms of the COVID infection. Post-Siddha medication to them, the 
mortality, symptomatic severity and recovery time were relatively lower in these cases than 
in those who were not given Siddha medication. Further 30,000 COVID patients were 
treated in exclusive Siddha care centres and 98% of the patients recovered fully, while 2% 

of the patients were referred to a modern medical facility for oxygen support.  
 
In the Tirunelveli District of Tamil Nadu, a closed group of 40,000 people were administered 
Siddha medicine as a preventive measure, and the results were successful with no case of 
COVID infection reported in the group. This experience has been documented by the 
medical team.  
 

With the experiences and the results so encouraging, it is puzzling why Siddha has not 
found due recognition and status it deserves. The Editorial Team ascertained the following 
reasons for this lacuna: 
 
 Siddha originated in Tamil Nadu. Siddhar Agasthiyar is considered the founding father of 

this medical system. Therefore, all the literature relating to this system of medicine is 
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documented in Tamil. Little effort in translation is done to promote it among the people 
in other parts of India, such as North India. 

 
 The local and national-level administrators and governments have not been giving due 

recognition to the traditional medicines, including Siddha. Therefore, Siddha researchers 
and practitioners have little motivation and incentive to promote its virtues, especially as 
preventive medicine and supplement. 

 
PreSense proposes the following immediate steps be taken by AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga, 
Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy) Ministry of the Government of India to deal with these 
inhibiters, and promote Siddha to the status and utility it deserves in the field of preventive 

medicine and treatment: 
 
 Translate the literature and texts relating to Siddha, which are currently in Tamil, to 

other Indian languages, especially Hindi to reach North India, and English to promote it 
abroad.  

 
 Provide Central Government funding for state-level development of Siddha welfare 

centres and research. 
 
 Introduce Siddha welfare centres at all state capitals and metropolitan cities of the 

country, including the Parliament House.   
 
 Initiate MoU (Memorandum of Understanding) with the government of those countries 

where the South Indian population (which is generally familiar with the Siddha system of 

medicine) is predominant, to enable the diaspora to avail Siddha medication and 
treatment. 

 
 Initiate scientific validation of Siddha System, to make the system acceptable globally. It 

may be recalled that it was only after Johns Hopkins Hospital in the USA and Stanford 
Hospital under Stanford University validated some Yoga exercises scientifically, that Yoga 
became internationally acceptable. The AYUSH Ministry should encourage the National 
Institute of Siddha (NIS) to undertake ‘original’ research (ie. identifying the problem and 
finding a solution to it) on Siddha system, and publish research papers in internationally 
reputed journals with good ‘Impact Factor’ (a measure of the importance of a journal).  

 

 From our conversation with various Siddha Practioners and Faculty members of NIS, we 
observed that they are not aware of the methods of scientific validation of the system 

and submission of Research Papers to Journals with good ‘Impact Factor’.  An immediate 
awareness programme is to be undertaken by National Institute of Siddha.  

 
It is understood that six research papers under Siddha are expected to be published within 
the next three months. This is a good initiative in the way forward to develop and promote 
Siddha which is a holistic and wholesome alternative for healthy living and treatment of 
medical conditions. But much more needs to be done. Incidentally, the High Court of 
Madras, in a case filed by a Siddha doctor, had raised questions on why Siddha medicine 
was not being given due allocation of funds by the Central Government. 
 
The Editorial Team appeals to the Central Government and the AYUSH Ministry to provide 
specified budgetary allocation and promote initiatives to develop and recognise Siddha, just 
as it did to promote our indigenous Yoga to the world. 
 

by K. Srinivasan, Publisher & Managing Editor, and Susan Koshy, Editor-in-Chief 
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Cover Story 

 

Emergence of New Age Political Consultancies  

– Are Political Parties Getting Corporatised? 
 
In the recent elections in India, we have seen major political parties and candidates 
engaging professional consultants to manage their elections.  Rulers and potential rulers 
seeking advice from experts, is not a new phenomenon in India.  
 

Political Strategies by Internal Team 
 
Even in Mahabharata, Lord Krishna functioned more like a political advisor to the Pandavas, 
and Sakuni for the Kauravas.  In ancient India, every king had wise ministers to advise him 
on political strategies. During the freedom struggle, Pandit Nehru, Rajaji, Sardar Patel and 
many others planned strategies with Mahatma Gandhi.  From ancient times, the people who 
provided strategies were from the team, and not outsiders.   
 
Even in the post-Independence era, till 15 years ago, leaders of the various national and 
regional political parties worked out political and poll strategies on their own and they were 
highly successful. They never hired people to advise political or poll strategies.  “Great 
leaders like Vajpayee, Advani, India Gandhi, and many others, worked out their political and 
election strategies on their own with the help of their internal leaders and workers,” says, R 
Nurullah, a senior political journalist with 40 years of standing.  

 
Leaders Lack Connectivity with Party Workers 
 
“The present-day leaders of big political parties do not have connectivity with their cadre 
and they do not get any feedback on the aspirations and feelings of the people and hence, 
they have to depend on outsiders for obtaining feedback and planning strategies.  A new 
class of ‘political leaders’ has emerged in the recent years, and they function like corporate 
leaders.  Unlike the earlier era, where top leaders were easily accessible to party workers, 
nowadays, it is difficult for any party worker to meet the leaders and give feedback.  Since 
most of the leaders nowadays function only from their air-conditioned chambers, their 
connectivity with the people and the party workers is lost, so that they need a third person 
to give them the feedback”, says N K Premachandran, fourth term Member of Parliament 
(MP) from Kerala State, representing the political party, RSP.  
 

Agreeing with the above views, one of the poll strategists, who prefers to remain 
anonymous, says that in the earlier era, party workers were able to freely converse with 
their top leaders without fear. Presently, due to sycophancy, party workers and second level 
leaders do not share the correct feedback with their top leaders.  He confirms that all major 
political parties are engaging outside professional consultants to undertake surveys and to 
work out poll strategies. 
 

Global Scenario 
 
Political strategists have been in existence since the advent of electoral politics, mainly in 
the USA, and later in India. However, these strategists were part of an internal team of a 
political party and not independent advisors.  
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The first organised political campaign can be traced back to 1896 with businessman turned 
senator, Marcus Alonzo Hanna successfully undertaking a campaign for William McKinley, 
the 25th President of the USA. As a corporate entity, Campaigns Inc., a consulting firm by 
Whitaker and Baxter in California, is said to be the first political consulting firm to get into 

the business in 1934. 
 
Joseph Napolitan is said to have coined the word ‘political consultant’ and 
declared himself a political consultant in the USA.  He has done more than 
100 campaigns in the USA and other countries. He campaigned for 
President Kennedy in the 1960 elections.  The New York Times newspaper 
described him in a 1968 profile, as the newest American phenomenon, the 

professional campaign manager and a pioneering campaign consultant.  
‘The Election Game & How to Win It’ authored by Joe Napolitan, is one 
of the top selling books, despite its high price.  This indicates the high 
esteem held for the man who helped give birth to the modern political 
consulting industry. 

 
Many political consultants in the USA work not only for parties, but also for political action 
committees, which is a unique trend in the USA. Internationally, many parties/leaders from 
various countries have started engaging political consultants during their poll campaigns.  
 
The Indian Scenario 
 
The 1990-2014 Era 
 

After the economic liberalisation in 1991, the emergence of the television (TV) media 
changed the campaign strategies.  Political parties began owning TV channels to promote 
their parties.  In 1993, Sun TV was started as an entertainment channel with the agenda of 
promoting the DMK political party.  Later on, many more parties started their own channels.  
 
In 1996, the BSP leader, Kanshiram slapped Ashutosh, a reporter with the NDTV news 
channel, when he was asked some uncomfortable questions.  That led to the political parties 
thinking in terms of engaging professional agencies for handling the media and appointing 
spokespersons to engage the media.   
 
BJP and Congress began using professional public relation (PR) agencies like Good Relations 
India and Perfect Relations to handle media relations on their behalf.  After 2004, national 
parties began using professional agencies in the states they were ruling (mostly in the North 
and the West), for election campaign.  

 
Soon, national parties set up their own internal campaign managers, to professionally 
handle the campaign. Arun Nehru (Congress) Arun Jaitly (BJP), Narendra Modi (BJP), 
Pramod Mahajan (BJP) and Jairam Ramesh (Congress) emerged as good campaign 
managers.   
 

The 2004 General Elections saw the emergence of 'theme-based advertisements'.  
Technology was used only to a limited extent in the 2004 General Elections.   BJP projected 
Vajpayee as the Prime Minister (PM) candidate.  For the first time in the Indian elections, a 
candidate was projected as a PM candidate.  After 2004, political communication strategists 
emerged in a small way to support individual leaders at the regional level.   
 
In the 2009 General Elections, both BJP and Congress used technology tools like the social 
media and SMS/telephone in their campaigns.  Advani and Dr Manmohan Singh were 
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projected as PM candidates of BJP and Congress respectively.  BJP was the major user of 
technology tools.  BJP lost the elections.  
 
Till 2009, there was no concept of 'paid media'. Political parties appointed advertising 

agencies to plan and place their advertisements. Initially, many leading professional 
advertising and PR Gurus like Piyush Pandey, Sam Balsara, and Dilip Cherian were involved 
in advising leaders and running their election campaigns until the new breed of branding, 
technology, and data science consultants arrived and changed the entire campaign 
landscape.  
 
Narendra Modi (BJP) used technology tools like social media, 3D hologram, mobile phones, 

and smart phones in the Gujarat Assembly Elections in 2012.   
 
The 2014 (Post-Modi) Era 
 

 
BJP War Room – Photo Courtesy: DailyMail 

Political techno strategies were used in the 2014 General Elections. Professionals like 
Prashant Kishore supported the BJP campaign. A more professional approach towards the 
campaign, like survey, big data analytics, and micro-management of the campaign through 
technology, were used.  New technologies like Augmented Reality (QR code) and Virtual 
Reality (like hologram) were also used.  Even in 2019, new generation political consultants 

engaged by both BJP and Congress, used a mix of traditional and technology strategies.  
 
Bihar's Prashant Kishore (IPAC), Karnataka's Sunil Konagalu, Tamil Nadu's Jhon Arokiasamy 
(JPG-PAC), Maharashtra's Girish Dhoke (JPG-PAC), and Maharashtra’s Tushar Panchal 
(WarRoom  Strategies) have contributed to end-to-end election campaigns for many leaders 
running for PM’s (Prime Minister) and CM’s (Chief Minister) offices.  
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Apart from these well-known consultants, there are numerous others who specialise in 
exclusive areas such as data science, opinion polls, party and candidate centric surveys, 
digital campaigns, political events, and voter outreach activations. Many public relations 
agencies have now started a separate wing for political consultancy.  

 

 
Indian National Congress War Room – Photo courtesy: Huffingtonpost 

Role of Political Strategies 
 
Political consultants act as political strategists, brand strategists, and election or poll 
strategists. This is achieved by planning political narratives, moves and counter moves for 

leaders and parties, and campaign strategies and events to promote leaders, candidates or 
causes.  They also provide media strategies for traditional and internet media.  
 
Controversies 
 
The Indian political system is engaging external professional consultants for the first time, 
to manage poll strategies. They conduct surveys, analyse data and suggest names for the 

selection of candidates.  What was hitherto done by the political leaders, is now being done 
by outsiders.  This is causing heartburn for the second level leaders.  In many places, they 
are also protesting against the involvement of consultants.   
 
The parties spend large amounts of money towards consultancy charges.  Despite this, the 
consultants’ team cannot work at the ground level. They engage a large number of 
educated professionals for undertaking surveys, collecting feedback and preparing reports.  

They have to depend on the party workers for execution of strategies.   
 
Notwithstanding the initial hiccups, the engagement of professional consultants has come to 
stay in India and it may further improve, according to R Jai Krishna, a media expert from 
Delhi. According to N K Premachandran, MP, a new class of corporate-styled ‘political 
leaders’ is emerging, who may not have direct contact with the people and the party cadre.  
 

by K Srinivasan, Publisher and Managing Editor 



 

 

9 

Political 

 

Biden-Harris Combine to Stabilise Indo-US Relations   
 
(Your eMagazine publishes this article on the assumption that a Biden-Harris 
victory in the 2020 US Presidential Elections is just a formality away with an 
official announcement awaited after a verdict by the Electoral College. Several key 
world leaders have already congratulated them.) 
 

Any fear that the Indo-US relations would skid with 
the return of the Democratic Party under the Joe 
Biden-Kamala Harris combine, after the 2020 
Presidential elections, seems to be without any 
basis. Much of the volume of American trade and 
stated foreign policies are expected to remain largely 
unchanged.  India is the most stable democracy in 
the South Asian region and the USA can ill-afford to 

neglect this reality. India has a key role to play with 
the USA, in containing terrorism and establishing a 
democratically elected regime in Afghanistan, as 

American troops begin to withdraw. But the worry is that the democrats will dilute the 
strident tone of Trump towards Pakistan to maintain a geo-political balance.  
 
How Foreign Policy Played Under Trump’s Presidency 

 
 Trump dramatically altered the US foreign and trade policies with out of the box thinking.  
 Trump reversed the age-old policy of arms’ supply to Pakistan.  
 On trade and foreign policy vis-à-vis China, Trump took a tough stand in the name of 

protecting domestic trade and allies’ interests in South China Sea. China has claimed 
territorial integrity, endangering smaller countries like Vietnam and Philippines and 

India’s interests of oil exploration in the region.  
 Trump launched peace initiatives with North Korea, meeting its leader Kim Jong Un at 

neutral venues. He also imposed sanctions on Iran with an embargo on their oil supplies 
as he suspected the nation of pursuing a nuclear weapons’ programme, like North Korea.  

 
Diplomatic circles were betting on a second term for Trump, hoping that India would be the 
biggest beneficiary, considering the phenomenal success of ‘Howdy Houston’ and ‘Namaste 
Trump’ outreach programmes. Trump was way ahead of Biden in the popularity polls in the 
beginning of the year, certain to win a second term, but the George Floyd incident in 
Minneapolis, followed by the ‘Black Lives Matter’ campaign upset the apple cart. The African 
Americans and other mixed races massively voted for the Biden-Harris combine, mostly 
through postal ballots.  
 
Joe Biden, a six-time senator from Delaware, outdid the Richie Rich Trump by endearing 

himself to the American public, projecting himself as the middle-class single dad, who 
travelled a total of 300 kms back and forth, both ways to Washington so that he did not 
have to uproot his children from their familiar neighbourhood. He beat tough opponents 
Bernie Sanders, Michael Bloomberg and Kamala Harris in the primaries of the party to win 
the Democrat nomination. He is scheduled to be sworn in as President on 20th January, 
2021, to mark his entry into the famed portals of the White House.  
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Biden’s move to nominate his party nomination opponent, Kamala Harris for the vice-
presidency, was a tactical and strategic move that paid rich dividends, coming as it did on 
the back of the ‘Black Lives Matter’ campaign.  
 

Ms Harris, an African American with Indian roots, is a leading luminary as District Attorney, 
Attorney General and Senator of the populous California State. She was the perfect pitch 
against Trump’s powerful personality as a business magnate, a gravitas with extreme views 
on racial bias that pulled strongly with the southern states and the agrarian base of 
America, that had always voted for Republican. 
 
Biden has also got down to business by narrowing his choice for Secretary of State to 

Antony Blinken, an experienced hand from the Obama regime, and Jake Sullivan (long-time 
advisor to Biden and Hilary Clinton) for the top post of National Security Advisor.   
 
As for India, while the bonhomie and bear hugs of the Trump-Modi exuberance that hit a 
new high in Indo-US relations in theatrics, may disappear, the Biden-Harris combine, will 
not dilute the relationship. Instead, India can expect the restoration of the generalised 
system of preferences, removal of trade barriers and greater Indian exports to the USA, as 
Biden would seek to rectify the over 55 billion USD trade deficit between India and the USA. 
India enjoys a favourable trade balance with the US. Trade and immigration are the bones 
of contention in the Indo-US relations. Trump had scrapped trade concessions for India 
which Biden has promised to reverse. 
 
Expectations Under Biden’s Presidency 
 

Biden will be less vociferous and strident than Trump on the US–China relations. Besides 
Australia and Japan, Biden believes in deepening partnerships from India to Indonesia, to 
advance shared values in a region that will determine the United States’ future. The US 
needs Pakistan’s support to pull out the American troops from Afghanistan. The American 
families back home do not like the idea of their young draftees dying overseas in a war in 
which the USA has no stakes at all. Biden will not be strident in his criticism of Pakistan on 
its handling of terrorism, but would be firm on Pakistan cracking down on home-grown 
terrorism, where India is the sufferer. 
 
Biden has talked of a ‘middle-class foreign policy’, which will enable American 
manufacturers to export their goods to India and the rest of the world. India’s emerging 
market dominated by the demographic choice of the age group 18 to 40 years is a major 
advantage for the USA.  Biden may also encourage Indian imports to replace the Chinese 
supply chain, which is disrupted due to COVID-19. Under Biden, change is expected in the 

way the US will look at the H1-B visa issue, that affects the prospects of the Indian youth 
far more than the youth of any other country. Trump curtailed the visa regime with his 
policy of ‘America First’, wherein India suffered the most. It is unlikely that Biden will view 
immigrants and workers from India with Trump’s suspicion.  
 
Conclusion 

 
The expected Biden presidency may usher in a renewal of rules-based trading system across 
the world — instead of the ad-hoc policy under Trump. Overall, it is unlikely that there 
would be any tectonic shift under Biden, but there could be less theatrics and diatribes on 
foes, and a more endearing trust with allies.  
 
by T.N. Ashok, Consulting Editor 
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Report on Our Events 

 

Panel Discussion: Ethics in Politics 
“Legislation needed to regulate political parties and political funding”  

– Justice A K Patnaik 

In the panel discussion under the segment, Sangamam, organised by this eMagazine 
PreSense, on 1st November 2020, Justice A K Patnaik urged the need for an immediate 

legislation to regulate political parties and political funding.   
 
‘Ethics in Politics’ – Is it an Oxymoron? 
 
PreSense and Prime Point Foundation in association with Next Gen Political Leaders (NGPL) 
organise a monthly panel discussion with nationally renowned persons under the series, 
“Sangamam – Fusion of Great Minds”.  On 1st November 2020, a panel discussion was held 
on the topic “Ethics in Politics”, moderated by Ms Priyadharshni Rahul, Deputy Editor of 
PreSense.  Justice A K Patnaik (Retired Judge, Supreme Court) and Mr Bhartruhari Mahtab 
(sixth-time sitting MP from Cuttack, Odisha) were the expert panellists.   
 
While introducing the subject, K. Srinivasan, Publisher and Managing Editor of PreSense, 
said that many people thought ethics and politics were an oxymoron.  But he cited the 
example of great leaders across the nation like Dr Ambedkar, Sardar Patel, Lal Bahadur 

Shastri, Morarji Desai, Dr Hari Krishna Mahtab, Kamaraj, Rajaji, Kakkan and many others 
who practised ethics in their political life. It was only after the period of the 60s and 70s 
that ethics seemed compromised in politics, he added.  
 
Why Erosion of Values in Politics?  
 
Justice Patnaik said that freedom fighters, who were committed to the national cause, were 
participants in the legislatures and in the Government till 1960s.  He added that it was 
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thereafter that the new class of ‘fortune seekers’ began to join politics, leading to the 
erosion of values in politics.   
 
Mr Bhartruhari Mahtab, concurred with the views of Justice Patnaik that a new class of 

politicians has emerged after the 1960s, with the sole aim to acquire power and earn 
money.  They also interfered with the functioning of the civil administration to gain illegal 
benefits.  Mr Bhartruhari Mahtab quoted Dr Ashok Mehta, a well-known socialist leader who 
wrote in 1960 that people were rushing towards the political parties, which were expected 
to come to power.    
 
Legislation Needed 

 
Justice Patnaik observed that electoral politics has led to the collection of large amounts of 
funds.  Therefore, political parties prefer people with a source of large funds.  Over a period 
of time, the leaders themselves have become arrogant and do not follow democracy within 
their own party.  He suggested legislation to regulate the political parties and political 
funding, along the lines of the UK, Australia, Germany, Cambodia, and South Africa, which 
have effective legislations in place. He insisted that internal democracy should also be 
included in the legislation.    
 
Mr Bhartruhari Mahtab felt that in India, the enforcement of the law was weak and any 
amount of legislation would not help unless enforced effectively. He added that at present, 
details of funding of political parties cannot be sought through RTI (Right to Information). In 
response to this observation, Justice Patnaik said that unless there is a legislation, the 
Supreme Court, the High Courts and the Election Commission would not be able to enforce, 

when needed.  Both agreed that funding of political parties should become transparent.  
 
Dynastic Politics 
 
Justice Patnaik said that he was not in favour of dynastic politics.  If any family is good, 
they can come back to power on their own.  But he was not in favour of individual families 
controlling the political parties in India, as this was against the interest of democracy. 
 
Agreeing with his views, Mr Bhartruhari Mahtab felt that complacency has developed in 
dynastic politics. Fortunately, people have become more demanding, and are more 
conscious of their rights. With the emergence of social media, people have better access to 
information.  He added that the main challenge before politics was how to sustain a high 
standard of ethics, and do good for the society. 
 

Advice to Young Politicians 
 
Justice Patnaik appealed to youngsters to join politics, after ensuring they had a regular 
income base to maintain their families.  He also appealed to the general public to be vigilant 
while exercising their votes, so that good people are elected to the legislature.  
 

Mr Bhartruhari Mahtab welcomed the New Education Policy 2020, whereby children would 
be taught values and ethics from the primary school level.  Honesty, gratitude, forgiveness 
and non-violence need to be taught and inculcated. That would help to build a strong 
nation.  
 
The discussion in full can be watched on https://youtu.be/cf_w2EKJrmM. 
 
by G. Priya Dharshni Rahul, Deputy Editor 

https://youtu.be/cf_w2EKJrmM
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International 

 

The Nobel Prize and Nobel Laureates 2020 
 

 
 
The most coveted prize on Earth, the Nobel Prize is awarded every year, on 10th December, 
to the “Laureates” who have contributed "the Greatest Benefit to Mankind" in Physics, 
Chemistry, Physiology or Medicine, Peace and Literature. 
 
A Flashback 
 
Birth of Nobel Prize: On 27th November 1895, a year before his death, Alfred Nobel signed 
the famous will which would implement some of the goals to which he had devoted so much 
of his life. Nobel stipulated in his will that most of his estate, more than SEK (Swedish 
Krona) 31 million (which is approximately SEK 1,702 million at today’s value, and roughly 
equivalent to 1481 crores of Indian rupees) should be converted into a fund and invested in 

‘safe securities’.  The income from the investments was to be "distributed annually in the 
form of prizes to those who, during the preceding year, have conferred the greatest benefit 
to mankind."  Since 1901, the Nobel Prize is conferred under five categories by Swedish and 
Norwegian committees in recognition of advances made in the fields of Physics, Chemistry, 
Physiology or Medicine, Literature and Peace.  
 
The related ‘Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences’ was established by Sweden's 

central bank in 1968. 
 
The Most Respected Selection Process: Nomination forms are sent by the Nobel 
Committee to about 3,000 individuals, usually in the month of September of the year before 
the prizes are awarded. These individuals are generally prominent academics working in the 
relevant field of specialisation. The deadline for the return of the nomination forms is 31st 
January of the year of the award. 
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The Nobel Committee nominates about 300 potential laureates from these forms and 
additional names. The nominees are not publicly named, nor are they told that they are 
being considered for the prize. All nomination records for a prize are sealed for 50 years 

from the awarding of the prize. 
 
The Nobel Committee then prepares a report reflecting the advice of experts in the relevant 
fields. This, along with the list of preliminary candidates, is submitted to the prize-awarding 
institutions. The institutions meet to choose the laureate or laureates in each field by a 
majority vote. Their decision, which cannot be appealed, is announced immediately after the 
vote. A maximum of three laureates and two different works may be selected per award. 

Except for the Peace Prize, which can be awarded to institutions, the awards can only be 
given to individuals. The Nobel prizes are not awarded posthumously.  
 

Nobel Prizes and Laureates 2020 

Nobel Laureates Field Contribution 

Harvey J. Alter, Michael 
Houghton and Charles M. Rice 

Medicine Discovered Hepatitis C virus 

Roger Penrose 

Physics 

Discovered that black hole formation 
is a robust prediction of the general 

theory of relativity 

Reinhard Genzel and Andrea 
Ghez 

Discovered supermassive compact 
object at the centre of our galaxy 

Emmanuelle Charpentier and 
Jennifer A. Doudna 

Chemistry 
Discovered the method for genome 

editing 

Louise Glück Literature 
For her unmistakable poetic voice 
that with austere beauty makes 
individual existence universal 

World Food Programme (WFP) Peace 

For its efforts to combat hunger, for 
its contribution to bettering 

conditions for peace in conflict-
affected areas and for acting as a 
driving force in efforts to prevent 
the use of hunger as a weapon of 

war and conflict. 

Paul R. Milgrom, Robert B. 
Wilson 

Economic 
Sciences 

For improvements to auction theory 

and inventions of new auction 
formats. 

 
In 2020, there is a record number of four women Nobel laureates.  PreSense congratulates 
all the Nobel Laureates 2020. 
 
by Professor Dr R. Jagannathan, Editorial Advisor 



 

 

15 

 

Report on Our Events 

 
 
Saturday Talk with Experts | Edition 12 - You Too can Be a Cartoonist:                    
 
Mr Triambak Sharma, a well-known Raipur-
based cartoonist and Editor of Cartoon Watch, 
shared tips about how to become a cartoonist.  
He demonstrated how anybody can become a 

cartoonist. This show was hosted by Ms 
Sukruti Narayanan (Actor and Communication 
Professional from Australia).  The talk show 
can be watched from this link: 
https://youtu.be/bVOyRXYRnVU  
 
From Nov 2020, ‘Saturday Talk with Experts’ has been renamed ‘Dialogue with Experts’. 
 
Dialogue with Experts | Edition 13 - Beware of Online Financial Transactions:  
 

Mr V Rajendran, Chairman, Digital Security Association 
of India (DiSAI) talked about the risks involved in online 
financial transactions through a mobile phone, and also 
suggested ways to do transactions in a protected 

manner.  Ms Susan Koshy, Editor in Chief, PreSense, 
hosted the show.  This talk show can be watched from 

the following link: https://youtu.be/QupJa3hOy_E  
 
Dialogue with Experts | Edition 14 – Proposed Regulations for Online News and 
Entertainment Contents: 
 

Mr R Jai Krishna, Media Expert and 
Secretary General of News Broadcasters 
Federation, in conversation with Prime 
Point Srinivasan, Publisher & Managing 
Editor, PreSense, shared his views on the 
proposed Regulations for Online News and 

Entertainment Contents. This can be 
watched at: https://youtu.be/d14n0m-u4LY . 
 
Dialogue with Experts | Edition 15 – Know Your Income Tax Rules (Individuals): 
 

Mr S Mohan, a leading Chennai-based 
Chartered Accountant, in conversation 

with Prime Point Srinivasan discussed 
the latest rules and guidelines on Income 
Tax for individuals.  This conversation 
can be watched at: 
https://youtu.be/MLXReJWiA2E . 

 
 

https://youtu.be/bVOyRXYRnVU
https://youtu.be/QupJa3hOy_E
https://youtu.be/d14n0m-u4LY
https://youtu.be/MLXReJWiA2E
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Dialogue with Experts | Edition 16 – Fundamental Duties Enshrined in the 
Constitution: 
 
Mr Purvish Malkan, Advocate on Record at the 

Supreme Court of India, Delhi shared his views 
about the Constitution Day celebrations, and 
also about the Fundamental Duties enshrined 
in the Indian Constitution.  Prime Point 
Srinivasan hosts the show.  The conversation 
can be watched at  
https://youtu.be/nwDSjf8NGOY  

 

 

Amudha Surabhi – Ancient Bharath 
 
Your eMagazine PreSense, Prime Point Foundation and Next Gen Political Leaders (NGPL) 
invite eminent historians and researchers to talk about the glory of ancient Bharath, beyond 
1000 years.  This programme is conducted in Tamil.  
 
Amudha Surabhi – Edition 3 | Sea Trade in Ancient Bharath 
 
Prof. K A Narasaiah, historian explained in detail about the sea trade in 
ancient India. He explained how ancient Indians traded with the other 
countries. He also described the ships owned by Rajendra Chozhan.   Prime 

Point Srinivasan, hosted the show.  The conversation can be watched at 
https://youtu.be/Qem1s9PAnsw . 
 
Amudha Surabhi – Edition 4 | Traditional Medicines in India 

 
Dr T Thirunarayanan, a leading Siddha Practitioner and Researcher, 
talked about the ancient systems of medicine like Siddha and Ayurveda, 
in conversation with Prime Point Srinivasan.  The conversation can be 
watched at: https://youtu.be/0rzms_PAxlA . 
 

Amudha Surabhi – Edition 5 | Common Aspects of Indian 
Languages 
 
Mr S Ramachandan, Researcher in ancient inscriptions (epigraphy), 

in conversation with Prime Point Srinivasan, talked about the 
commonality in Indian languages like Sanskrit, Tamil and other 
languages. The conversation can be watched at: https://youtu.be/vTHoftd8pl8 . 
 
Amudha Surabhi – Edition 6 | History & Architecture of Ancient Tamil Nadu 
Temples 
 

Mr Naga, Researcher and a popular TV Serial and film Director (of 
Marmadesam, Chidambaa Rahasiyam, Rudra Venai fame) spoke 
about the architecture in the ancient temples.  He explained how the 
temples were built, keeping in mind the various aspects of rain 
water harvesting, drainage, etc.  The talk show was hosted by Prime 
Point Srinivasan.  The conversation can be watched at: 
https://youtu.be/wyhFs4HDxX8 . 

https://youtu.be/nwDSjf8NGOY
https://youtu.be/Qem1s9PAnsw
https://youtu.be/0rzms_PAxlA
https://youtu.be/vTHoftd8pl8
https://youtu.be/wyhFs4HDxX8
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