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publication are those of the authors.
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opinions or views of Prime Point
Foundation or PreSense.

From the Desk of Managing Editor

Dear Reader,

On behalf of the Editorial Board, I wish all our
readers a very happy Dussehra and Deepavali.
I am pleased to release PreSense's 212th (Oct
2024) edition, which has rich and varied
content.

The recent Assembly Elections in Haryana, Jammu, and
Kashmir have surprised and shocked all political parties.
Those who were perceived as strong were weak in the field,
and vice versa. The editorial explores the reasons for this
and the lessons the parties should learn.

The recent increase in divorce cases in India is highly
alarming and causing concern. It is challenging the basic
concept of marriage as an Institution. The Cover Story
examines the reasons behind such a syndrome and
suggests ways to resolve it.

Other Highlights of this issue:
Triambak’s Prince cartoon

Freedom fighter Rao Tula Ram
AI-Generated Podcasts

Evolution of Indian music

Tribal Arts of India

Review of Oct 2009 edition of PreSense
Facts or Fiction? — Use of AI in journalism
The US Presidential Elections 2024

I am confident that readers will enjoy reading this edition,
too. Kindly send your feedback to editor@corpezine.com so
that our Editorial Board can examine your suggestions.
Please share this edition with your friends. I will catch up
with you next month with more varied content.

Jai Hind

K. Srinivasanv
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Editorial

2024 Assembly Elections:
Surprises, Strategies, and Lessons for Political Parties

By Prime Point Srinivasan, Publisher and Managing Editor

(The 2024 Haryana and J&K elections reveal key lessons for political parties on
strategy, leadership, and voter outreach.)

The 2024 assembly elections in Haryana and Jammu & Kashmir were events filled with
surprises, reversals, and important lessons for political parties, particularly the Congress and
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). Early pre-poll surveys indicated a significant victory for
Congress in Haryana. However, the situation changed drastically during the elections,
resulting in a surprising victory for the BJP. In Jammu & Kashmir, the results highlighted the
enduring strength of the National Conference (NC) and the struggles of both the Congress
and the People’s Democratic Party (PDP). This editorial examines the reasons behind these
outcomes and explores the implications for upcoming elections in Maharashtra and Jharkhand.

A Review of Haryana Elections

In Haryana, the BIP defied all poll predictions to secure a third
consecutive term, winning 48 out of 90 seats. Pre-election
surveys had predicted a comfortable victory for the Congress,
which seemed poised to capitalise on anti-incumbency
sentiment. However, the BJP’s strategic adjustments changed
the electoral tide in its favour.

2024 Haryana Legislative Assembly Election
Result Map

Several factors contributed to this unexpected BIP victory.
First, the party successfully expanded its appeal to non-Jat
communities, including the OBCs and Scheduled Castes. This
outreach proved crucial, as Congress had heavily relied on its
Jat vote bank and the leadership of Bhupinder Singh Hooda,
sidelining other important communities like the Dalits. The
Congress’s decision to neglect leaders such as Kumari Selja, a
prominent Dalit leader, proved costly. In contrast, the BJP’s
choice to replace incumbent Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar with Nayab Singh Saini, an
OBC leader, helped the party mitigate anti-incumbency feelings and widen its appeal.

NDA (48)
BJP (48)
INDIA (37)
B iNnc37)
Others (5)
Independents (3)
| JUYE)

Despite Congress getting a vote share (around 39.1%), the BJP emerged victorious with a
marginal increase of vote share of approximately 39.9%. The collapse of the Jannayak Janata
Party (JJP), which failed to secure any seat, with a 13% vote share decline, further
demonstrated a shift in voter preferences. Congress's over-reliance on traditional Jat
leadership, internal divisions, over-confidence by not adding alliance parties, and lack of a
broad-based strategy ultimately allowed BIP to capitalise on the situation, reversing pre-
election expectations.

A Review of Jammu & Kashmir Elections

In Jammu & Kashmir, the elections were held for the first time after the abrogation of Article
370, making them a historic event. The National Conference (NC) and Congress alliance won
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48 seats out of 90, marking a strong comeback for NC, which

secured 42 seats alone. Meanwhile, the BIJP dominated the = o
Jammu region, securing 29 seats, but struggled to make any e
significant impact in the Kashmir Valley.

NDA (29)
BIP (29)
Others (12)
IND (7)
W JKPDP (3)
X W JKPC(1)
Los W AP()

The BJP's focus on development and security resonated with
voters in Jammu, where it retained a strong foothold. However,
in Kashmir, regional identity and the post-Article 370 political
landscape overshadowed other issues, limiting the BJP's reach.
The Congress fared poorly, with just six seats, down from its
previous showing. The PDP, once a dominant force in Kashmir,
collapsed, winning only three seats. This decline can be
attributed to the disillusionment of its voter base following the
abrogation of Article 370 and the party's failure to adapt to the
changing political dynamics.

Farooqg Abdullah and Omar Abdullah's leadership in the NC managed to tap into the sentiments
of Kashmir’s electorate, positioning the party as a defender of Kashmiri identity. The BJP, on
the other hand, secured its base in Jammu but found it difficult to penetrate the stronghold
of the NC in the Valley.

Lessons Learnt by Political Parties

The results of these elections offer important lessons for both the Congress and BJP as they
prepare for future elections, especially in Maharashtra and Jharkhand.

First, a broad voter base is essential. The BJP's success in Haryana was largely due to its
strategy of expanding its appeal beyond its traditional base by reaching out to non-Jat
communities. Similarly, in the 2024 general elections, BJP's confidence in securing 360
seats—Modi himself predicting 400—led to complacency among party workers. As a result,
the opposition gained ground. The Congress now finds itself in a similar situation in Haryana.
Relying too heavily on traditional support from the Jat community and neglecting others,
Congress became complacent, while BJP and the RSS worked together efficiently, focusing on
non-Jat votes.

Second, the importance of internal unity cannot be underestimated. Congress's internal
divisions in both Haryana and Jammu & Kashmir weakened its ability to present a strong,
cohesive front. This lack of unity not only diminished the party’s effectiveness but also created
opportunities for the BJP to consolidate its support.

Third, local leadership and regional issues matter. In Jammu & Kashmir, the BJP’s inability to
make inroads into the Kashmir Valley, despite its national appeal, showed that regional issues
and leadership are crucial in sensitive areas. Similarly, in Haryana, the Congress’s over-
reliance on Bhupinder Singh Hooda and its neglect of other communities led to its defeat.
Political parties must remain responsive to regional dynamics and provide local leadership
that resonates with voters.

Impact of this Result on Maharashtra and Jharkhand

The results in Haryana and Jammu & Kashmir will have a ripple effect on the upcoming
elections in Maharashtra and Jharkhand. In Maharashtra, where coalition politics and regional
concerns dominate, the BJP's success in managing diverse voter bases in Haryana may prove
beneficial. However, Congress’s experience in forging strong alliances, as seen in its
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collaboration with the NC in Jammu & Kashmir, may offer a blueprint for opposition parties to
form similar coalitions.

In Jharkhand, where local leadership and community outreach are crucial, both the Congress
and BJP will need to adapt their strategies. Congress, in particular, will need to broaden its
appeal and ensure that it addresses local issues effectively, avoiding the complacency that
led to its downfall in Haryana.

The political landscape is continuously shifting, and the lessons learned from these Assembly
elections will undoubtedly shape the strategies of both the major parties in future elections.

Conclusion

The 2024 Assembly elections in Haryana and Jammu & Kashmir have provided critical insights
for India’s political parties. For the Congress, these elections were a reminder of the dangers
of over-reliance on traditional leadership and support bases. For the BJP, they underscored
the importance of broadening appeal and the challenges of gaining ground in sensitive
regions. As the parties look ahead to elections in Maharashtra and Jharkhand, these lessons
will likely to guide their campaigns. The results from Haryana and Jammu & Kashmir suggest
that success will require careful attention to regional dynamics, effective leadership, and a
broad-based approach to voter outreach.

Please listen to the AI generated Podcast conversation on this Editorial.
Courtesy: NotebookLM of Google.
Please watch this link.

https://youtu.be/ALgEZIVyUb8?si=cHkZco8uUpXiRalb

Jammu & 2 PODCAST
Kashmir.

Editorial on Assembly
Elections 2024 in
Haryana and J & K

Oct 2024 of
PreSense

(AI generated)

www.corpezine.com
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Cover Story

Rising Divorce Rates in India:
Unveiling the Emotional Toll on Families and Children

By Prime Point Srinivasan, Mg. Editor

(This cover story explores rising divorce rates in India, highlighting family conflicts,
their impact on children, and the importance of mediation)

Conflicts are inevitable in human interaction, arising at various levels of society. On a global
scale, nations engage in disputes over resources, ideologies, and territorial boundaries, often
leading to wars and strained diplomatic relations. Conflict of ideologies and personal ambitions
within political parties can disrupt governance and destabilise systems designed to serve the
public. Even on an individual level, disagreements occur in various settings, affecting personal
relationships, business partnerships, and communities. These conflicts, regardless of scale,
influence how people interact, fostering division and mistrust.

A more intimate and personal realm lies at the heart of these broader tensions: family
conflicts, particularly between husbands and wives. If unresolved, these disagreements often
lead to separation or divorce, with children bearing the brunt of the emotional fallout. This
cover story delves into the dynamics of such conflicts and the impact on familial bonds and
explores ways to mediate disputes in the interest of protecting the well-being of children.

Conflict
to
Resolution

Rising Divorce Rates: A Global and Indian Perspective

According to recent data, 13 out of every 1,000 Indian marriages end in divorce, a significant
increase compared to 10 years ago when the rate was only 1 in 1,000. The divorce rate is
much higher in developed countries like the US, UK, Germany, France, and Australia, though
India still fares better due to various cultural factors. However, even in India, particularly in
states such as Maharashtra, West Bengal, Delhi, Karnataka, and Tamil Nadu, the number of
divorce cases has steadily increased over the past decade.

For instance, even in a traditionally conservative city like Chennai, family courts have risen
from three to ten over the last ten years. This trend is alarming. PreSense spoke to advocates,
counsellors, and children from separated families, and in many cases, 'ego’ is identified as a
major factor leading to separation.
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Key Reasons for Conflict in Marriages

“Ten years ago, couples with around 5 to 7 years of marriage typically approached family
courts for divorce. Now, we see couples filing for divorce after only one or two years of
marriage,” says V. Kannadasan, Hon’ble Member of the State Human Rights Commission,
Tamil Nadu and former President of the Family Courts Advocates Association, Chennai.

In April 2024, a Supreme Court bench comprising Justices Surya Kant and P.S. Narasimha
observed, “"We are amazed to see what kinds of marriages are taking place today. They marry
in 2021, by 2022 or 2023 they are filing cases against each other, and by 2024, we have
transfer petitions before us.”

A.S. Fathima Muzaffer, a Lawyer and a Senior family Counsellor, notes that this trend is most
prevalent among the urban, educated middle and upper-middle classes, cutting across regions
and castes. "Economic independence of women, infertility, infidelity, and incompatibility are
major reasons why couples prefer divorce. Domestic violence and drug or alcohol addiction
are also significant factors. In some cases, parents or extended family members exert undue
pressure, worsening the situation," adds Fathima.

Changing Social Dynamics

Generally, couples in the 25 to 35 age group are more prone to conflicts, with women filing
for divorce more often than men. Fathima explains the generational shift in expectations
between husbands and wives.

In the first generation of grandparents, grandmothers were less educated and fully dedicated
to managing the household. In the second generation, men, having seen their mothers devote
themselves entirely to domestic responsibilities, expected their wives to do the same.
However, second-generation women, being more educated, often took up jobs, balancing
both career and family life. Husbands in this generation were still largely uninvolved in
domestic duties.

In the third generation, men, having seen their mothers juggle both roles, now expect their
wives to do the same. But today’s women, better educated and more career-focused, expect
their husbands to share household responsibilities. This mismatch in expectations often leads
to conflict. "Parents should educate their sons about modern gender dynamics before
marriage to ensure smoother relationships," suggests a young married woman in her 30s
from Mumbai.

The Impact on Children

Kannadasan highlights the trauma experienced by children who are brought to court during
their parents' divorce proceedings. “"The judicial system follows the law, not emotions.
Unfortunately, in their ego battles, parents often overlook the emotional trauma their children
endure,” he explains. “Indian laws do not adequately address the needs of children from
separated families. We need more effective legislation to safeguard their well-being,” adds
Kannadasan. Fathima agrees and confirms that there are no proper guidelines for advocates
when the children are examined in the courts.

Fathima notes that a recent American study reveals that many juvenile offenders in the US
come from families of separated parents. “Parents often forget the trauma they inflict on their
children when they go to court for divorce. Their focus tends to be on themselves,” she adds.




One woman, who was separated from her father at the age of 13 due to her parents' divorce,
recalls the emotional void she felt during her teenage years. “Thankfully, a family friend
mentored me, offering the emotional support I missed from my biological father. Every day,
I would call him at 8 p.m. to share my day's routine. He listened patiently, advised, and
encouraged me. A biological father is very important for a child during their formative years,”
she says with tears rolling down her cheeks.

Case Study: Resolving Conflict in a Public Sector Bank

A public sector bank in a major metropolitan city, with more than 40 officers spread across
three adjoining buildings and four floors, experienced a series of conflicts and strained
relationships between the management and employees. This tension affected customer
service, leading to complaints. Despite the issue persisting for over a year, no action was
taken to understand and resolve the problem.

The author of this article, who was the President of the Officers' Association in that region,
was invited by the management to mediate. A meeting was convened with all officers,
including the branch head, immediately after office hours. Each participant was given a blank
piece of paper and asked to write down their top three grievances anonymously. Two
members of the audience then tabulated the responses during the meeting itself.

Surprisingly, almost all participants highlighted two common grievances: the lack of drinking
water and the absence of attendants to move documents between buildings during office
hours. These were relatively minor issues that could be resolved quickly. With the branch
head present, the grievances were addressed on the spot, and from the next day onwards,
the branch functioned smoothly.

This exemplifies how a seemingly insignificant issue can escalate into a major conflict if left
unaddressed.

In conflicts, whether within organisations or between individuals, a core issue often underpins
the disagreements. Identifying this core issue is key to resolving the conflict effectively.

Conflict Resolution in Families

A few dec"f‘d_es Seven Quick Tips for resolving conflict
ago, joint

families were Stay calm - Keep your composure to prevent emotional escalation
more common,
and elders would
step in to Use careful language - Avoid words that can harm or escalate tensions
resolve minor
disputes within

Control your anger — Anger worsens conflicts, so maintain control

Take a break if needed — Step away briefly if emotions are too high

the family. Address the root cause — Focus on the deeper issue rather than the immediate
Without ego, | ©one
everyone Protect children from conflict — Avoid arguments and bashing the spouse in

compromised to | front of them
some extent in
the interest of
the family and
children. However, with the rise of nuclear families, where only the husband, wife, and
children live together, younger, educated generations tend to believe they "know everything"
and avoid seeking guidance from elders.

Value the relationship — Focus on the long-term health of the relationship, not
just "winning
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Often, family conflicts arise from a lack of communication and ego clashes. Infidelity and
infertility are becoming increasingly common sources of grievance. Medical experts point out
that lifestyle changes and junk food consumption have contributed to rising infertility rates.
Even two Chief Ministers have expressed concern over the low birth rate this week.

Medical experts suggest that couples undergo thorough medical check-ups before marriage
to avoid future conflicts related to health issues.

The Path Forward

Divorce doesn’t just tear apart two lives; it fractures entire families, leaving scars that often
take a lifetime to heal. Children caught in the crossfire lose the sense of security and love
that every child deserves. We must reflect on our parents, partners, and community members'
roles in fostering understanding and empathy as a society. Conflict is inevitable, but resolution
requires humility, compromise, and communication. Let us remember that love, patience, and
forgiveness can rebuild what ego and pride tear apart. For the sake of our children and future
generations, we must learn to heal, not harm.

Always remember: It's better to lose an argument and strengthen the relationship
than to win and weaken it

Please listen to the AI-generated
Podcast conversation on this Cover Story.
Courtesy: NotebookLM of Google.
Please watch this link.
https: outu.be/KR3xe-8GBGk?si=r2007zs3GJ48MI71

PODCAST

GENERATED AN Cover Story on
— PODCAST —

“Growing trends of
Divorce rates in
India”

Oct 2024 of
PreSense

(AI generated)
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Time Capsule Chronicles:

Revisiting PreSense - 15 Years Ago - October 2009
“Digital Buzz”

The October 2009 edition of PreSense, India's first corporate eMagazine, presented an
insightful exploration of 'Digital Buzz' - a theme
that proved remarkably prescient for its time.

/ ” ,7[”5’[ Guest edited by A. Rekha, a media marketing
professional from Hyderabad, this 44th issue

BRI G L AR offered a comprehensive examination of digital
Il Corpotate aaine marketing strategies when social media was still
“’“““"':”m"'::l““ in its relative infancy.
e The edition stands out for its forward-thinking
e coverage of digital buzz marketing, particularly
- notable given that it was published when
P4 Creating Buzz Facebook had just reached 124.6 million visitors
PS/ Ueetultipe and Twitter was still emerging with 23.5 million
ol users. The magazine provided practical
= ,,,,:cast,u,, guidance on creating and monitoring digital
P Buzz Monitoring buzz, complemented by relevant case studies
P20} RiviEw ook including Dell's successful $3 million Twitter
e campaign and Tata Nano's achievement of 30
P13 PReTTY million website hits.
A.Rekha contact Particularly impressive was the publication's
S balanced approach, addressing both the

opportunities and risks of digital marketing. The
section on negative buzz and its impact on
business reputation demonstrated remarkable foresight, considering how crucial reputation
management has become in today's digital landscape.

The issue also featured an inspiring segment about a meeting with former Indian President
Dr A P J Abdul Kalam, complete with podcast links - a novel feature for 2009. The inclusion
of analytical tools for buzz monitoring and the PReTTY self-assessment quiz added practical
value for readers.

Looking back from 2024, this edition appears remarkably prescient in its understanding of
digital marketing's future importance. While some of the tools and platforms mentioned have
evolved or disappeared, the fundamental principles of digital engagement and buzz marketing
discussed remain relevant today. The magazine successfully balanced educational content
with practical insights, making it a valuable resource for professionals navigating the then-
emerging digital landscape.

Download this edition:

https://www.prpoint.com/ezine/presensel1009.pdf

(Reviewed by Claude AI)
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Technology

When AI and Journalism Can Work Together:
Fact or Fiction

By Dipti Kumar, Associate Editor

It's a nail-biting season of politics and facts on American soil. With just a few days left for the
2024 U.S. general elections, the country and the world have watched three heavily important
debates leading up to the election countdown. In each of these televised debates, a key factor
to holding any viewers’ interest is the hope that the newsrooms were doing the most
important job.

If you thought it is about asking the questions, you are wrong. It is about fact checking the
answers from these political running mates. In 2024, we are exposed to more misinformation,
disinformation and fake news than what it was in 2016! The World Economic Forum (WEF)
added the term ‘misinformation’ as part of the global risks.

Disinformation, a close ally of the “mis” is predominant during election season. Political
campaigns use this to leverage their policy messaging against their opposing candidate. The
influx of the volume in this type of messaging has multi-fold effects.

All of this matters to you and me. The reason is because we rely on the news to tell us the
truth. So, going back to what we started with, how do newsrooms keep up in the fast-paced
evolving news cycle?

The answer is technology. There are two big sections operating the global market of dispelling
mis/disinformation and fake news. While big players from OpenAlI, Microsoft and Google have
their own inbuilt mechanisms to address the dissemination of inauthentic content, there are
several hundred more companies that use AI to build solutions.

From verifying the authenticity of images, to live tracking audio to determine falsehoods, the
gamut runs wide.

A few applications we could learn from include:

e Duke Reporters Lab FactStream: an automated fact check system operating during live
debates.

e Newstral’s Claim Hunter, a twitter tool to verify claims.

e The Reuters News Tracer has helped identify the factual elements behind breaking news
stories to avoid fake news encounters while also tracking fake news dissemination online.

“The essence of journalism is the discipline of verification,” is a quote from the book Elements
of Journalism, a book many students of journalism have used. Today, the discipline is in how
we get the facts and what constitutes a fact, under these new and challenging times.

The reliance on Al enabled solutions is not to replace human capital, but to enhance the work
we invest in dispelling the falsehoods disseminated by the world’s political class.
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Guest Column

The Evolution of Indian Music:
From Vedic Chants to Global Melodies

By Sukruti Narayanan, Communication Expert from Australia

(The article outlines Indian music's journey from Vedic chants to modern fusion,
highlighting classical traditions, cultural influences, and global reach.)

IUNHTEAN A RULEZHN

Indian music stands as one of the world's oldest and most diverse musical traditions, boasting
a history that spans thousands of years. Throughout its evolution, it has absorbed a wide
array of cultural, religious, and social influences, all while retaining its core identity.

Tracing its evolution from the sacred chants of the Vedic period to the structured and intricate
classical traditions of Hindustani and Carnatic music, Indian music has transformed in
response to various external and internal influences. It has served as a source of spiritual
nourishment, a medium for storytelling, and a reflection of India's rich cultural heritage.

At the heart of Indian music lies the complex systems of raga (melodic framework) and tala
(rhythmic cycles). These concepts were codified in ancient texts like the Natya Shastra, a
foundational treatise on performing arts that remains central to Indian classical music theory.
Over the centuries, Indian music has absorbed influences from diverse cultures, including
Persian, Mughal, and British elements, yet it has maintained its unique identity. The distinction
between Hindustani and Carnatic music reflects the geographical, cultural, and philosophical
diversity within India, making it one of the world's richest and most versatile musical
traditions.

Vedic days

The roots of Indian music can be traced back to the Vedic period (about 10,000 years ago),
during which music was closely tied to religious rituals and hymn recitation. Sama Gana, the
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melodic chanting of hymns from the Sama Veda, represents the earliest organized form of
music in India. These chants were primarily vocal and aimed at invoking divine powers during
religious ceremonies. Music in this era was not merely entertainment; it was a tool for spiritual
elevation and religious rituals, forming a vital part of the Vedic tradition.

Following the Vedic period, music evolved beyond its ritualistic roots and emerged as a distinct
art form. A significant development during this time was the creation of Bharata’s Natya
Shastra, written between 200 BCE and 200 CE. This comprehensive work on performing arts,
encompassing music, dance, and drama, laid the foundation for many aspects of Indian
classical music that persist today.

Gupta Empire — The Golden Age of Music (4th - 6th Century CE)

The Gupta Empire is often referred to as the "Golden Age" of Indian culture, during which
music flourished as a sophisticated art form. Music became integral to royal courts and was
influenced by both religious and secular traditions. It transitioned beyond its religious origins,
becoming a medium for artistic expression and entertainment. Folk music and regional styles
began to influence classical traditions, enriching the diversity of musical expressions in India.

Medieval Period: Emergence of Hindustani and Carnatic Music (12th - 18th Century
CE)

The medieval period was pivotal in the evolution of Indian classical music, marking the division
into two distinct traditions: Hindustani and Carnatic. This split was driven largely by the
Mughal invasion of North India, which introduced Persian, Arabic, and Central Asian influences
into regional music.

Under Mughal rule, Indian classical music absorbed elements from Persian and Central Asian
music, leading to the development of new genres like Khayal and Dhrupad. The legendary
musician Tansen, who served in Emperor Akbar's court, is credited with laying the groundwork
for modern Hindustani music. Instruments such as the sitar, sarod, and tabla became central
to Hindustani music, shaping the tradition's sound.

In contrast, Carnatic music in the South retained more of its ancient roots, staying deeply
connected to devotional themes and structured compositions. The Carnatic Trinity—
Tyagaraja, Muthuswami Dikshitar, and Syama Sastri—were pivotal figures in developing this
tradition, with their compositions still performed today.

Post-Independence Era (20th Century - Present)

After India's independence in 1947, a renewed interest in traditional music emerged alongside
new musical forms. Institutions like the Sangeet Natak Akademi and All India Radio played
crucial roles in reviving and promoting classical music. The Bollywood film industry also
significantly impacted Indian music, blending classical, folk, and Western influences to create
a unique sound that resonated widely.

The introduction of recording technology and radio broadcasting allowed Indian music to reach
a global audience. Additionally, music schools emerged to preserve classical traditions.

Today, Indian music continues to evolve, incorporating modern influences while remaining
rooted in tradition.




Ancient Indian Wisdom

Tribal Arts of Western and Central India

By Ramesh Sundaram, Editor-in-Chief

The tribal art of western and central India is a diverse, dynamic, and colourful reflection of

| India’s culture. It brings to the fore the talent of tribal
people. It preserves tribal communities’ history,
traditions, and mythology. It is also pleasing to the
eye and showcases the creativity of the tribals. It also
serves as a good income source for them. It has
cultural significance.

Some of the tribal Arts of Western India are:

Bhil Art: As the name suggests, the Bhil art originates
from the Bhil Tribes of western and central India,
mainly from Rajasthan, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh.
Its history dates back to the 13% Century. This art
mostly depicts the community’s Gods, human beings,
animals, etc. Bold colours and geometric patterns
identify it.

Bhil Art

Colours used: The artists traditionally use natural
colours sourced from soil, leaves, plants and charcoal, etc. The main colours used are green,
yellow, red, white and black. Now acrylic paints are also used. The colours have cultural
significance and are not just ornamental.

Technique:

1) Dot method: This art is a combination of intricate dot patterns that makes up the
shapes and forms. The dots are painted in rows or in groups to create the overall
image. The dots represent symbols or beliefs and the patterns convey rhythm or
movement.

2) Free style painting: In this method first the outlines of image to be drawn are done
freehand. This acts as a base on which colours are applied till a final shape is achieved.

3) Layering Dots and Colours: In this art, first the basic pattern is drawn. Then this
pattern or shape is filled appropriately with layers of dots and different colours. This
gives the drawing a depth.

Mediums: A plethora of mediums like canvas, fabric, paper, walls and floors are used. During
1980s Bhil artists started using paper and canvas and gained international recognition. Some
of the famous Bhil artists are Sher Singh, Bhuri Bai and Lado Bai.

Gond Art: This art is by Gond tribe primarily from Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and Chattisgarh.
It has its roots in cave paintings and tatoos. It has intrinsic patterns and bold strokes. This
art form depicts plants and trees, animals and human beings.

Colours: Colours are sourced from forest materials like red from red soil or clay; yellow from
flowers and turmeric; blue and green from leaves and flowers; white from limestone; and
black from charcoal and oil.
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are drawn. This outline of the shape to be drawn are
filled with patterns like dots, lines, etc. These add
depth and texture to the artwork in progress. Later
colours are added by artist by filling up spaces with
dynamic colours and thus enhancing the visuals.

Mediums: From cave and wall paintings, the Gond
artists shifted to paper and canvas, like Bhil Artists,
during 1980s and gained global acclaim.

Some of the renowned Gond artists are Jangarh Singh
Shyam, Japani Shyam and Manu Pandey. The art
depicts mythological and folklore themes.
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R AOOO > Pithora Art: These art paintings are by Bhil Tribes and

Gond Art Rathwa Tribes mainly from Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat

and Rajasthan. The name Pithora comes from Rathwa

tribe word ‘pithoro’ meaning place of sacred art. As the meaning suggests the art features
mainly ritualistic and ceremonial contexts.

The art expressively depicts tribal deities, animals and
human beings. This art form is usually depicted on walls
and floors with intricate patterns. The surface to be
painted is first prepared by applying cow dung in layers
thus creating a smooth surface. Then a white base is
made with limestone. Natural pigments are used for
initial outline. Traditionally natural pigments are used
as colours but now synthetic colours are also used. The
art uses dots, lines and repetitive patterns to fill up
space between outlines. The medium used generally are
walls, canvas and paper. The shift to the modern
medium caught international attention that went a long
way in supporting tribes and preserving their cultural
heritage. Pithora art dates back to similar art in 6th
Century. Modern Pithora art emerged in 1970s. Some
of the noted Pithora artists include Ramesh H Rathwa, Pithora Art
Shantibhai Rathwa, Rukshana Rathwa and Ladhudan

Mukhi.

Many measures are being taken to preserve and promote these tribal arts. They are:
Education and training programme for tribal youth; exhibition and festival in different cities
and towns showcasing the tribal art; research and documentation of tribal art; and initiative
by Government to support tribal artists.

Conclusion: These arts not only act as a connect to the past but also act as a preservative for
tribal identity, its pride, its mythology, folklore etc. It enhances the ethnic look of houses,
offices and other public spaces.




Guest Column

US Presidential Elections 2024:
How the President is Chosen?

<\

By T N Ashok, Senior Journalist from USA

(The article explains the US presidential election process, focusing on the Electoral College
system, voting procedures, and key differences from India's election system.)
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The United States will hold its presidential election on November 5, 2024, to choose a
president for the 2025-2028 term. Around 244 million registered voters from 50 states will
participate in what is known as an "indirect election" to select the President and Vice President.
Here's how the US election process works, explained in simple terms.

The Electoral College System

In the US, citizens don't directly vote for their President and Vice President. Instead, they cast
votes for members of the Electoral College, who then vote on behalf of the public to elect
these officials. The Electoral College consists of 538 electors, and a candidate needs at least
270 votes to win. Each state's number of electors is based on its population.

If no candidate secures a majority (270 votes), the decision is passed to the House of
Representatives to select the President, while the Senate elects the Vice President.
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State-Level Elections and Federal Oversight

Unlike India, where elections are conducted by a central body, each US state manages its
own election. There is a Federal Election Commission (FEC) that oversees regulations, but
individual states conduct the election according to their laws. The process remains consistent
across states, aiming to elect representatives who will then vote for the President and Vice
President.

The Role of Congressmen

When voters head to the polls, they don't just choose a presidential candidate. They also vote
for congressmen (representatives and senators) who pledge to support their party's
presidential candidate. These representatives are part of the Electoral College. Occasionally,
some electors deviate and cast their vote for someone other than their party's nominee; these
are called "faithless voters." States can penalise such electors.

How the President is Elected

The US President is elected for a four-year term, with the next term being from 2025 to 2028.
The election process involves two types of votes: the popular vote (where citizens directly
vote for a candidate) and the electoral vote (where the Electoral College votes). Winning the
popular vote doesn’t guarantee a win unless the candidate also secures a majority in the
Electoral College. This is why a candidate could win the popular vote but lose the presidency
if they don't win enough electoral votes.

On November 5, citizens will vote for their preferred presidential candidate, but the final
decision will be made by the Electoral College on December 12. The President-elect will then
take office on January 20, following a transfer of power from the outgoing President.

Why November?

US Presidential elections are always held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of
November, between November 2 and November 8. Historically, November was chosen
because it was a convenient time for farmers, as the harvest season had just ended. Back in
the 19th century, people would attend church on Sunday, shop on Monday, and vote on
Tuesday.

Primaries and National Conventions

The election process begins almost a year before polling day. From January to June, political
parties hold primaries and caucuses to select delegates for their national conventions. These
conventions, held in summer, officially nominate candidates for the presidency. This year,
former President Donald Trump has been nominated by the Republican Party, while Vice
President Kamala Harris has been nominated by the Democratic Party.

Independent Candidates

While the two major parties—Democrats and Republicans—dominate US elections, there are
always independent or third-party candidates. However, these candidates rarely have a
significant impact on the final outcome. In 2024, independent candidates include Jill Stein
from the Green Party and Chase Oliver from the Libertarian Party.
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How US Elections Differ from India

In India, citizens directly vote for their representatives in Parliament, and the Prime Minister
is chosen from the party with the majority in the Lok Sabha. In the US, however, the election
of the President involves the Electoral College. This system can sometimes result in a
candidate winning the presidency even if they do not secure the majority of the popular vote,
as was the case with Donald Trump in 2016.

The Election Process

The US election cycle is lengthy. After the national conventions in July, the candidates begin
their campaigns, focusing on key issues such as the economy, healthcare, and foreign policy.
This year, the Democrats are highlighting the restoration of abortion rights and gun control,
while the Republicans are emphasising inflation and economic mismanagement.

Election Day

Election Day is not a public holiday in the US, and citizens vote during regular working hours.
The winner of the election is not declared immediately on November 5. After the Electoral
College votes in December, the new President will take office on January 20, 2025. Until then,
the current President continues in office, and the period between the election and the
inauguration is used for a smooth transfer of power.

Conclusion

US Presidential Election Results (Popular and Electoral Votes)

Year of Election President Popular Vote (%)| Electoral College Votes (%)
2020 Joe Biden 51.3 306/538 (58.9)
2016 Donald Trump 46.1 304/538 (56.5)
2012 Barack Obama 51.1 332/538 (61.7}
2008 Barack Obama 52.9 365/538 (67.8}
2004 George W. Bush 50.7 286/538 (53.2)

The US presidential election is a complex process that involves both direct and indirect voting.
While citizens cast their votes on Election Day, the ultimate decision lies with the Electoral
College. The process ensures representation from all states, but it also means that the
candidate with the most public votes may not necessarily win the presidency. Understanding
this system helps explain why US elections are often so closely watched around the world, as
the outcome can have global implications.
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Amrit Mahotsav Rao Tula Ram
o

By C. Badri, Consulting Editor

Rao Tula Ram, a valiant leader from Haryana, played a pivotal role in India's First War of
Independence in 1857. Born into the royal family of Rewari on September 9, 1825, Rao Tula
Ram is hailed as one of the greatest freedom fighters from Northern India. He spearheaded
the revolt against British colonial rule in the Rewari region, galvanizing people into action and
standing tall as a symbol of resistance. Although his life was tragically short, his contributions
left a lasting impact on India’s struggle for freedom. This article delves into the life, legacy,
and contributions of Rao Tula Ram, highlighting his brave leadership in the 1857 revolt and
the role he played in challenging British imperialism in Northern India.




Rao Tula Ram was born into the ruling family of Rewari, a town situated in modern-day
Haryana. His family was respected and influential in the region, and his father, Rao Puran
Singh, was known for his administrative acumen and commitment to the welfare of his people.
Growing up in such an environment, Tula Ram imbibed the values of leadership, loyalty, and
bravery.

From an early age, Rao Tula Ram showed a keen interest in military affairs and governance.
He was well-educated and trained in martial arts, a skill that would serve him well in the
coming years. His exposure to politics and administration also helped him understand the
dynamics of British rule in India and the growing discontent among the people.

By 1857, the simmering resentment against the British had reached a boiling point. Various
factors, including economic exploitation, cultural suppression, and the introduction of new
military practices that disrespected Indian traditions, had angered many Indians. The
outbreak of the First War of Independence, also known as the Indian Rebellion of 1857,
marked a crucial turning point in the country's resistance against British rule.

Rao Tula Ram emerged as a key leader of the rebellion in the Rewari region. He raised an
army of around 5,000 soldiers and played a critical role in the revolt against the British forces.
Alongside his cousin, Rao Gopal Dev, Tula Ram organized local fighters, farmers, and
landowners into a formidable resistance force. His leadership and tactical brilliance became
evident as he successfully freed Rewari from British control, turning the region into a center
of anti-colonial activities.

During the 1857 uprising, Rao Tula Ram not only defended Rewari but also extended his
support to other rebel leaders across Northern India. His army was instrumental in supporting
the forces of Mughal Emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar and rebel leaders like Bakht Khan and
Tatya Tope. One of Rao Tula Ram’s key achievements was setting up a foundry in Rewari to
manufacture guns and ammunition for the rebel forces. This helped sustain the rebellion in
Northern India, where resources were scarce, and the British were trying to crush the
movement by cutting off supplies. Under his leadership, Rewari became a key hub for
resistance against British forces, and Tula Ram was admired for his ability to inspire loyalty
and maintain order among the rebels.

One of the most notable events in Rao Tula Ram’s fight against the British was the Battle of
Nasibpur, fought on November 16, 1857. British forces, led by Colonel Gerrard, attempted to
reclaim Rewari from Rao Tula Ram’s control. Tula Ram and his army engaged the British in a
fierce battle near Nasibpur village, not far from Rewari.

Although the battle was intense and both sides suffered heavy casualties, the British forces
eventually gained an upper hand, largely due to their superior weaponry and reinforcements.
However, the bravery and tenacity of Rao Tula Ram and his soldiers became legendary, and
the battle is still remembered for its display of courage. Colonel Gerrard was killed during the
battle, a significant blow to the British forces. Despite the setback, Rao Tula Ram continued
his fight, refusing to surrender. Understanding the importance of preserving the freedom
struggle, he sought alliances with other rebel leaders and planned further resistance.

After the fall of Rewari and the defeat at Nasibpur, Rao Tula Ram realized that he needed
external support to continue the fight. He fled to Rajasthan and eventually made his way to
Afghanistan. His intention was to seek assistance from the rulers of Afghanistan and Persia,
hoping to rally international support against British imperialism in India. Rao Tula Ram'’s
efforts to garner support from foreign powers reflect his strategic mindset and determination
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to keep the rebellion alive, even from afar. Though his attempts to forge an alliance were
ultimately unsuccessful, he remained a symbol of defiance against the British.

While in Afghanistan, Rao Tula Ram fell ill and tragically passed away on September 23, 1863,
at the age of 38. His death marked the end of a short but intense chapter of resistance against
British rule in Haryana and Northern India.

Rao Tula Ram’s contribution to the Indian freedom struggle remains a source of inspiration,
particularly in Haryana and the surrounding regions. He is remembered not only for his
bravery in battle but also for his leadership qualities, tactical acumen, and deep commitment
to his people. Even in the face of overwhelming odds, he refused to surrender, demonstrating
an unyielding spirit that became a hallmark of India’s larger freedom movement.

In Haryana, many institutions, roads, and public spaces have been named after Rao Tula Ram
in recognition of his role as a freedom fighter. The Rao Tula Ram Memorial is a significant
landmark in Rewari, and his life is celebrated annually on his birth anniversary. Educational
institutions like Rao Tula Ram College in Delhi honour his legacy by ensuring that future
generations remember his contributions.

Rao Tula Ram'’s life and legacy represent the indomitable spirit of India’s struggle for
independence. He was a leader who inspired not just through words but through courageous
action. His role in the 1857 rebellion, particularly in Rewari and the surrounding areas, made
him a significant figure in the annals of India’s freedom struggle.

Though he did not live to see a free India, Rao Tula Ram's sacrifices and bravery laid the
groundwork for future generations of freedom fighters. His story is a reminder of the
importance of resistance against oppression and the power of leadership in the face of
adversity. As India continues to celebrate its freedom fighters, Rao Tula Ram’s name will
forever be etched in the history of the nation as a revolutionary hero who gave his life for the
cause of independence. JAI HIND
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