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Disclaimer

The opinions expressed in this
publication are those of the authors.
They do not purport to reflect the
opinions or views of Prime Point
Foundation or PreSense.

From the Desk of Managing Editor

Dear Readers

On behalf of the Editorial Board, I am happy to
share the 200%™ edition of your eMagazine
PreSense with its rich content as always.

This edition is the milestone 200t edition, we
are taking the readers down memory lane to
know and learn about the history of PreSense
and the challenges it faced all through these years.
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We also organised two events to celebrate the launch of the
200t edition. To mark this unique occasion, we also
launched three eBooks for the benefit of all.

Highlights of this issue:
Prince cartoons

Editorial: Rededication of the Editorial team to provide
value-based ethical content in the future.

Cover Story: A walk down memory lane to get to know
about the history of PreSense and its contributions.

Events to celebrate the launch of the 200t edition.
Greeting Messages from Dignitaries.

The story of the freedom fighter Maniram Dewan from the
North East.

I am confident that readers will enjoy reading this edition
too. Kindly send your feedback to editor@corpezine.com so
our Editorial Board can examine your suggestions. Please
share this edition with your friends. I will catch up with you
next month with more varied content.

Jai Hind

K. Srinivausownv
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Editorial

PreSense: A Beacon of Positivity in the Digital Age

By Prime Point Srinivasan, Publisher and Managing Editor

It is a great honour and privilege for me to write this Editorial for the 200t edition of PreSense.
This eMagazine PreSense was started in March 2006 at the valuable suggestion of Dr Abdul
Kalam for positive journalism. Originally it was started as an eMagazine for communication-
related topics, but after the 615t edition, we shifted our focus to the general category also
covering almost all topics, including health, politics, environment, social issues, Indian
heritage, culture, and education, etc. that impact the society. The tagline ‘Communicate the
Communication” was changed to ‘Spreading the positive vibrations’ from the 61t edition.

We consciously maintain that to date PreSense should be non-commercial and run with
eminent volunteers, without seeking advertisements.  Until now, braving all challenges, we
release the editions every month without fail on the first day of every month. It was possible
because of the dedication and commitment of the editorial team. The feedback and
encouragement from our readers have added to our enthusiasm.

Without compromising on our values and ethics, we are able to publish our eMagazine
PreSense with high-quality articles.

Running a monthly magazine is always challenging, and that too with positivity. The Editorial
team has to provide something new and interesting each and every month, on any subject,
that the audience does not know earlier. This needs a lot of research and discussion with
relevant people.




While negative journalism and sensational news attract a large audience, positive stories
attract less number of audience. In the digital era, one can find a large number of hits on
stories that are sensational, but of no importance for society.

In the midst of all these challenges, PreSense has successfully published its 200" monthly
edition, maintaining the highest values and ethics. In the process, we are fully satisfied that
we are able to maintain the highest level of credibility among the people who matter.

I should also place on record the encouragement and motivation given by Dr Abdul Kalam
and Dr Y S Rajan for running this eMagazine with all positivity. Dr Abdul Kalam encouraged
us by giving several exclusive interviews to PreSense, while major mainline newspapers were
waiting for his time. He also encouraged us to publish cartoons every month. He launched
the cartoon Character ‘Prince’ created by Triambak Sharma and till now, we have published
185 cartoons with Prince. He was a regular reader of our eMagazine and a fan of Prince
cartoons. We miss him when we are celebrating the 200t edition.

PreSense not only contributes to digital journalism. Its other initiatives like the Education
Loan Task Force, Sansad Ratna Awards, Next Gen Political Leaders and Digital Journalists
Association of India also contribute to the benefit of society and strengthen our democracy,
in @ humble way.

Though we started in a humble manner in March 2006 on the suggestion of Dr Abdul Kalam,
today, we feel proud that we are able to contribute to society like a squirrel, maintaining the
highest credibility. It could be possible only because of the past and current editorial team
members and readers. PreSense is a standing example of positivity having a space in society.

On behalf of the Editorial Board, we assure all the readers that we will continue to maintain
the highest level of values and ethics and retain the credibility earned by us over the years.

I dedicate the entire success story to God Almighty, without His Grace, nothing could be
possible.

Sarvam Sri Krishnarpanam.

Jai Hind

Dr APJ Abdul Kalam’s Message during the launch of 100" edition - May 28, 2015

I am very happy to know that the PreSense monthly ezine published by Prime
Point Foundation is bringing out a book based on some of the unique articles,
interviews and events published in its editions so far since March 2006. The
100 issues of the publication have gone through an eventful journey, focusing
on knowledge capture and important knowledge dissemination. I recollect my
direct association with PreSense in July 2008, when I launched the cartoon
character, 'Prince', created exclusively for PreSense. I see PreSense
continuing in its journey under the mentorship of Prime Point Srinivasan,
maintaining its status as a must-read ezine, in the fast-moving and evolving T
world of communication, knowledge and connectivity. I congratulate the Editorial Team of
PreSense for bringing out the 100th edition as a Collector's Digest.
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Cover Story

PreSense 200: A Walk Down Memory Lane
By Editorial Team
Launch of Internet in 1995

The Internet came to India for commercial use on August 15, 1995, when Videsh Sanchar
Nigam Limited (VSNL) launched the Internet. Srinivasan (the Founder of this eMagazine
PreSense) was present on the first day of the launch at VSNL and realised that the internet
was going to change the way of our communication and activities, including governance. Even
before Yahoo and Google started the discussion groups, he started online discussion groups
in 1998 with onelist.com and egroups.com, to bring together communication professionals,
including public relations, marketing, branding and journalism domains. Later these groups
were merged with Yahoo groups. These discussion groups provided opportunities for various
professionals to interact and learn from each other. In spite of the fact that the speed of the
internet was only 18 kbps (please note kilobytes and not megabytes), these discussion groups
were popular among working professionals.

Launch of Prime Point Foundation

Srinivasan started Prime Point Foundation, a non-profit
trust along with Shri S Narendra (then Information
Advisor to Prime Minister) to promote communication
awareness, in Dec 1999 at Chennai. The Foundation
was launched by the renowned agricultural scientist Dr
M S Swaminathan. Prime Point Foundation organised
several workshops and seminars on various aspects of
communication.

Interestingly, the Foundation organised a seminar in
April 2000, jointly with the Madras Union of Journalists
(MUJ) on the topic of how the internet was going to change the landscape of media. Prof.
Sreenath Sreenivasan, then Dean of Columbia University, School of Journalism, was the main
speaker. When the print and television media were at their peak and the internet was at a
nascent stage, this seminar evoked mixed responses. Many people even mocked Srinivasan.
The Foundation continued with more such seminars on
the impact of technology on communication.
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Launch of Newsletter

In 2002, the Foundation started an eNewsletter titled
‘PR Point Newsletter’. Since the Foundation was
managing discussion groups, the newsletter carried
exclusive interviews with experts across the world. Out
of over-enthusiasm, the newsletters were delivered
once in 10 days, with an autoresponder technique. The
interviews contained advanced concepts that were likely = v ' 2
to emerge. After the 8™ edition, the Foundation observed that the newsletter did not have
many readers and it was stopped.
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Launch of eMagazine PreSense

The founder Srinivasan was very close to Dr Abdul
e Kalam and a great follower of his vision. In early
------- 2006, Dr Abdul Kalam suggested all media persons

I adopt positive journalism that can benefit society. On
February 18, 2006, Srinivasan, convened an urgent
meeting of his students and other communication
professionals. Seven persons participated. It was
decided to start an eMagazine (at that time, it was
called ezine), for communication professionals.
Within one hour, the title was decided as PReSense
and the tagline was chosen as ‘Communicate the
Communication’. The masthead was also decided

ov... (1€ Matbetne, | @)L/ C B 920m

immediately by one of the team members.

It was decided to launch the ezine on March 6, 2006, online through the Yahoo group. Though
the Foundation was running huge discussion groups on Yahoo with communication
professionals across India and the globe, nobody was willing to give an interview for the first
edition, as many preferred to talk to mainline media and not to a new and that too to a small,
digital magazine. When Srinivasan discussed this challenge with Dr Y S Rajan, a close
associate of Dr Abdul Kalam and Co-Author of the book India 2020, he readily agreed to give
his first interview and also to launch the ezine online. Dr Y S Rajan launched the first edition
on March 6, 2006, as scheduled.

Every month, the digital editions were distributed through various discussion groups and
through the website. Dr. Abdul Kalam gave his exclusive interview in the 25™ edition when
we changed the logo and masthead, which is being used to date. From the 25™ edition, the
layout was also changed to the present format.

Every month one theme on communication-related topics, like internal communication,
business communication, public relations, cartoons, Facebook, Twitter, Public Relations
Society of America, Media Relations, Accreditation of Communication professionals, etc. were
discussed. Eminent experts across the globe shared their views and
even guest edited the ezine.

Meanwhile, PReSense became a digital media partner for global
events on communication in London, Detroit, Singapore, etc. At that
time, this was the only digital magazine for communication
professionals.

Integrating with Podcast

The concept of Podcast started becoming popular globally in 2005 and
2006. PReSense was the first digital magazine to adopt this new
concept within five months of its launch. The August 2006 edition
carried an interview integrated with a Podcast. It was well received by the readers.

©




Digital Media Partnership

Generally, print and television media only used to be taken as Media
Partners for any global event. Chartered Institute of Public Relations
(CIPR), the official Institute to accredit communication professionals
included PReSense as their digital media partner for the first time for
their Global conference held in London. Several leading organisations
at the global level have made this eMagazine their digital partner.

Cartoon launched

On the suggestion of Dr Abdul
Kalam, a cartoon character Prince was created by
Raipur-based Triambak Sharma, a well-known
cartoonist. The first cartoon was launched in July 2008
by Dr Abdul Kalam himself with his autograph. From
then on, every edition carries one cartoon with Prince.
s o \ Till now, 185 Prince cartoons have been published. As
Dr Abdul Kalam launching the first Prince cartoon on desired by Dr Kalam, we moved the cartoon to the first
24th July 2008 at Raj Bhavan, Chennai page. He was a
regular reader of this eMagazine and was also a fan of
Prince cartoons.

How to Pay tor LIMA or Harvard

s the itte things:
that make the difference.”

One of the Prince cartoons published by this eMagazine

was reproduced by Wall Street Journal with the permission
of the Editor.

dicicrBank
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Shift to general topics

When the ezine was published with communication-related
topics, there were only niche and limited audiences. From
the 615t edition, the tagline was changed from '™
‘Communicate the communication’ to ‘Spreading positive vibrations’. PReSense became
PreSense to mark the changeover. But the masthead remained the same. From that edition,
till now, all general topics, including politics, health, environment, education, book reviews,
interviews, etc. are being covered.

-
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Till now, PreSense is run without any commercial motive and
without entertaining advertisements. Eminent professionals

CRRPIFICATE across all domains volunteer to run this digital magazine. In
AU DIGITAL MONTHLY EMAGKEINE 2022, the India Book of Records has recognised PreSense for
T % o the maximum number of monthly digital magazines published
o = % with voluntary efforts for positive journalism.

S5 w«,.m,‘%'

Prime Point Foundation and PreSense have started initiatives
like the Education Loan Task Force, Sansad Ratna Awards,

Next Gen Political Leaders and Digital Journalists Association of India. These initiatives are
also handled by eminent volunteers to serve the society. The flagship initiative Sansad Ratna
Awards has honoured till now 106 outstanding Parliamentarians in 13 award events.
Education Loan Task Force creates awareness about education loans among students and the
problems faced by the students are taken up with the Government through Sansad Ratna
Awardees. Next Gen Political Leaders creates political leaders for the future. Digital
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Journalists Association of India creates awareness about the changing pattern of
communication and the need for following ethics in the digital era.

Special features

All the articles, including the Editorials and

Cover Stories, are written after due

PHQEFNEF research in an unbiased manner providing a
S balanced view.

So far, PreSense has published 34 eBooks,
including the Digest of articles published
earlier, Parliamentary speeches of various
Sansad Ratna Awardees, etc. All the eBooks
are available for free download.

The Editorial team ensures that the
eMagazine can be read on all devices
including mobiles, laptops, tablets, etc.
comfortably with friendly fonts and colours.

1st Edition - March 2006 200th Edition - October 2023

The Editorial Board pledges that it will maintain the highest level of professional ethics and
values to maintain credibility.

A detailed Brochure can be downloaded from
https://www.prpoint.com/publication/presense200-journey.pdf

PreSense 200: A walk down memory lane - Conversation

In a freewheeling conversation,
Priyadharshni Rahul (Editor), with
Prime Point Srinivasan (Founder
and Managing Editor), Susan
Koshy (Former Editor in Chief),
Sakthi  Prasanna  (Consulting
Editor) and Srinivas  Gopal
(Deputy Editor) brings out the
history of this eMagazine, discuss
challenges and future vision.
Please watch in two parts:

Part I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p0MdCZDIaQA&t=282s

Part II
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gh6w7nwFM2I&t=136s
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Celebrating the 200" Edition
Special Logo
In order to celebrate the 200th edition, Deputy Editor Srinivas Gopal and his

team developed a new logo exclusively for the use of the celebrations. This
logo is being used to mark the 200t edition.

re@aLnge

Tree Plantation

The celebrations for the launch of the 200th edition began on 8th October 2023 with the
planting of 200 trees with the help of ExXNoRa International at the OSR land of Sidco Industrial
Estate, Thirumullaivoyal. Seven-year-old Tanistry Maya, the daughter of our Deputy Editor
Srinivas Gopal, planted the first sapling followed by others.

PRME POINT
Foundation

ExNofta @

T TS

PLANTING OF 200 TREES
8y
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SPRARS SPEAKS

On 26 October 2023, Dr M Veerappa Moily (Former Chief Minister of Karnataka and Former Union
Minister) launched three eBooks to celebrate the launch of the 200" edition. Shri T S Krishnamurthy
(Former Chief Election Commissioner of India), Dr Y S Rajan (Co-Author of the book India 2020 with Dr
Abdul Kalam), Shri T K Rangarajan (Ex MP and CPI-M leader) and Dr S K Kharventhan (Ex MP and BJP
leader) were also present.
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The following three eBooks were launched. They can be downloaded from our site free.

i et PHQEFNEF PHQEFNEF
Stylebook for

Digital Journalists SPEAKS SPEAKS

Media and
Communication

Politics and

) ) .. Governance
Prime Point Srinivasan

Ramesh Sundaram

Compiled by
R Nurullah
Ramesh Sundaram

Compiled by
Priyadharshni Rahul

Prime Point Foundation
Chennai

Prime Point Foundation

Prime Point Foundation | Chennai Chennai

Download link

PreSense Stylebook for Digital Journalists
https://www.prpoint.com/publication/stylebook2023.pdf

PreSense Speaks - Politics and Governance
https://www.prpoint.com/publication/politics2023.pdf

PreSense Speaks - Media and Communication
https://www.prpoint.com/publication/media2023.pdf

Videos of the event

Welcome Address by Prime Point Srinivasan
https://youtu.be/u 75QKXMomM

The launch of three eBooks and the speech by Dr M Veerappa Moily
https://youtu.be/bVdIcUMxGqU

speeches of Shri T S Krishnamurthy and Dr Y S Rajan
https://youtu.be/aumxhbzmrm4

Speech by Shri T K Rangarajan and Dr S K Kharventhan
https://youtu.be/Jzp4r32jfQY

Please listen to the speeches of Smt. Susan Koshy and Shri Ramesh Sundaram
https://youtu.be/9a-FLHMDArQ

Photos of the event
https://youtu.be/Jzp4r32ijfQY
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Greeting Messages from Dignitaries

Shri Hansraj G Ahir, Chairman, National Commission for Backward Classes
(Constitutional Authority with Cabinet rank)

PreSense is being published by Prime Point Foundation. This e-magazine has
received the blessings and cooperation of many famous people in the country.
Today PreSense has established its name not only in the country but also at
the global level. Positive journalism is considered as an ornament of the fourth
pillar of Democracy. Therefore, on the suggestion of then President of the
country Dr. Abdul Kalam, E-magazine PreSense was launched in March 2006
& Dr. Kalam's close associate Dr. YS Rajan has launched it online. In the
crowd of many digital magazines in the country, PreSense succeeded in widening the circle of
popularity and readership while maintaining its uniqueness.

Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal, Union Law Minister and MoS Parliamentary Affairs

I understand that PreSense is releasing an eBook titled "PreSense Stylebook for Digital
Journalists," to commemorate the occasion for the benefit of global
journalists, which is laudable. Since its establishment, the eMagazine
PreSense, published by Prime Point Foundation, has made exemplary efforts
to uphold the true essence of journalism by providing authentic and impartial
analysis of current issues of significant interest in various sectors. The
eMagzine has emerged as a commendable tool for students, scholars,
planners, government officials and other stakeholders involved in nation-
building exercises.

Dr. M Veerappa Moily, Former Chief Minister of Karnataka and former Union Minister

When Prime Point Srinivasan requests me to participate, I take it as a
privilege and also participate. I understand that though many digital
magazines were started around 2006, PreSense is the only eMagazine
surviving till date. I salute Prime Point Srinivasan and his team for their
commitment. I also understand that PreSense was the first digital magazine
to integrate with podcast way back in 2006 itself. I am also happy that this
is a non-commercial magazine without inviting advertisements and delivered
free of cost. I am happy that many eminent professionals are associated with this eMagazine
PreSense as volunteers. India Book of Records has recognised PreSense as a digital magazine
published for a long time with voluntary support. I am happy to know that all the Editorials
are written in a neutral manner and in an unbiased manner, keeping the national interest in
mind. I wish Prime Point Srinivasan and his team to take this wonderful mission forward.
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Shri Jayant Sinha, MP, Chairman, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Finance

I feel honored to deliver this message on the occasion of the launch of the 200th edition of
PreSense Magazine. The magazine was initially conceived by the late
President of India, Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam, and it has been at the forefront of
digital publishing in India for the past 17 years. As one of the oldest e-
magazines in our country, I am certain that presences will continue to deliver
stellar editions in the future. I am grateful to the Prime Point Foundation for
its exceptional work in recognizing and supporting Parliamentarians over the
years. I send my best wishes to the Foundation and the magazine; I am
confident they will continue to make positive contributions to our country's growth through
impactful writing and strong journalism. My heartiest congratulations to the entire editorial
team and the Foundation on this feat.

Shri P C Gaddigoudar, MP, Chairman, Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Agriculture

The journalistic integrity and excellence of the Magazine deserves to be
celebrated. Coinciding with this momentous occasion of the milestone 200"
edition launch, an e-book titled, “PreSense Stylebook for Digital Journalists”
is also being launched by the Foundation. I eagerly await the publication of
this Milestone Edition. The topics covered by the PreSense in its previous
issues inter alia include Indian Heritage, Spotlights from the History, Media
and Communlcatlon Science and Technology, Health, Politics and Governance and Prince
Cartoons. By now, the PreSense has Published 34 eBooks, as well. The eMagazine during its
evaluation has earned liberal endorsements from both the Digital Media and the Social Media
— for its deep journalistic insights, contents, strategy, Community Outreach - for Spreading
Positive Vibrations among all Sections of Society.

The Magazine has set a benchmark in the industry that serves as an inspiration to aspiring
Journalists and readers alike. On this auspicious occasion, I extend my warmest
congratulations to the dedicated team of Journalists and Editors.

Dr Vijaya Sai Reddy MP, Chairman, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Transport,
Tourism and Culture

Over the past 18 years, the PreSense Magazine has published a wide variety
of insightful and thought-provoking articles. The launch of the 200th edition
of the magazine is a testimony to its continued relevance and dedicated
readership. I congratulate the Prime Point Foundation for this milestone and
wish it all the best for future endeavours.

Y

Dr Heena Vijaykumar Gavit, MP, Chairperson, Parliamentary Committee for
Empowerment of Women

I am happy to note that the eMagazine PreSense, started on the suggestion
of Dr Abdul Kalam in 2006 for positive journalism is publishing its 200th
edition. I have been a regular reader of this eMagazine PreSense and I have
observed that they follow all the media ethics and a high level of
professionalism. Their articles, editorials and cover stories are highly
informative and well-balanced, without taking sides. I congratulate the
Edltorlal team and wish them all the best in their future initiatives.




Dr T Sumathy (a) Dr Thamizhachi Thangapandian, Member of Parliament, South
Chennai

Congratulations to PreSense on their 200th edition of eBook, 'PreSense
Stylebook for Digital Journalists,' continuing Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam's legacy. As
a long-time associate, I've seen their incredible growth and impact,
motivating MPs to serve the nation better. This 200th edition reflects
PreSense's commitment to the environment and society. I look forward to
many more editions that will shape the future of digital journalism, just as
the past 200 have shaped the present. I would like to congratulate K.
Srinivasan and the entire PreSense team for their dedication and honest efforts.

Shri T S Krishnamurthy, Former Chief Election Commissioner of India

I am happy to note that Dr Veerappa Moily and other Parliamentarians have
added credibility to Prime Point Foundation. The Foundation is a non-profit
organisation and I understand that they have only a minimum bank balance.
PreSense is one of the unique magazines to promote civic awareness. It does
not confine to one particular topic. All matters of public importance are
' covered. I have also contributed sometime back to one of the editions. This
is an unique example of how a non-profit organisation can contribute to society apolitically
and contribute to the benefit of the common man.

Dr Y S Rajan, Co-Author of the book India 2020 with Dr APJ Abdul Kalam
(Dr YS Rajan launched this eMagazine online in March 2006)

200 Cheers to PreSense. Srinivasan had many unique ideas since 1999.
He used to consult me often. We used to have a lot of discussions. We
used to analyse critically also. Growth of ideas and action from Prime Point
Srinivasan is amazing. They have absorbed technology with equal speed.
I suggest new challenges in the days to come.

Shri T K Rangarajan, Former MP and CPI-M Leader

Education Loan Task Force is one of the initiatives of this eMagazine PreSense. Prime Point
Srinivasan provided me lots of opportunities to raise issues relating to
Education Loan in Parliament and in the Finance Committee Meetings.
Education Loan is a great investment on the future of our country. I
appreciate PreSense for taking up such social causes in the appropriate
forums.

N
Though I am a staunch Marxist for 63 years, PreSense used to invite me to interact with
youngsters on national issues. PreSense honoured me with ‘Lifetime Achieve me Award’ in
March 2023. CPIM’s Polit Bureau permitted me to accept this Award.
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Dr. S K Kharventhan, Former MP and BJP Leader

I appreciate PreSense team for launching the 200%™ edition. PreSense has
been recognising the best performing Parliamentarians every year and
honouring them with Sansad Ratna Awards. This initiative motivates all
Parliamentarians, particularly young members. Srinivasan used to consult
me often on various political issues and also legal issues for his articles.
The three eBooks released now will be very useful to all. I congratulate
PreSense and all team members.

Dr Amarendra Vasireddy, Consultant & Senior Lecturer in Emergency Medicine,
Queen’s Hospital, London, UK

Congratulations on the remarkable achievement of releasing the 200th
edition of PreSense eMagazine..! You have successfully followed Shri Abdul
Kalam's advice and seen that each edition was filled with valuable topics
confirming to positive journalism to the benefit of readers far and wide which
is made possible by online publication. This momentous occasion not only
celebrates literary excellence but also pays tribute to the enduring impact
your work has had on readers throughout the years. Your articles are very
informative and have positive impact on all age groups. I wish you the very best for continued
successful contribution of PreSense editions for many more years to come.

Group Capt. R. Vijayakumar VSM, Executive Director, Madras Management
Association

I am delighted at the Launch of the 200th edition of the e magazine PreSense
which is truly a remarkable achievement. This incredible milestone reflects
not just an occasion, but a journey filled with boundless dedication,
unwavering perseverance and passion of Mr. Prime Point Srinivasan,
managing editor and his team spanning over 18 years. I wish them good luck | _
on this momentous occasion.

Download all the past eMagazines
www.corpezine.com
Download all our publications free from the link

https://www.primepointfoundation.in/p/publication.html

Please click this link and subscribe to our Channel

https://www.youtube.com/c/PrimePointFoundation/

©



http://www.corpezine.com/
https://www.primepointfoundation.in/p/publication.html
about:blank

Azadik,

Amrit Mahotsav
al

7/_ Freedom Fighters of India

Maniram Dewan

By C. Badri, Consulting Editor

iram Dutta Baruah also known as M was a freedom fighter from Assam, the
f SO R % North Eastern State of India.
He boldly opposed the British
during the year 1800s. He was
popularly known for his
participation in the 1857 uprising
against the British. India had been
battered and plundered by the
invasion of the Gazinis and Ghoris
and thereafter by the British.
When India came under the
British, they systematically
weakened the culture, economy,
education, agriculture
and civilization of the country.
However stiff resistance was
shown by the patriotic people of
India who opposed the British
from time to time. When a
freedom fighter was suppressed a
new crop of freedom fighters
emerged and valiantly fought
against the British. These freedom
fighters were from all parts of the
country. However, only a few of
them have been recognized and
glorified in our history and in our textbooks. Their history and the great contributions made
by many who sacrificed their life for the freedom of the country had been overshadowed by
historians. They remained as unsung heroes and were not celebrated. Maniram one such
forgotten yet valiant freedom fighter from Assam, the North Eastern part of India.

Maniram’s ancestors were from Kannauj (Uttar Pradesh) who migrated to Assam during the
sixteenth century. Maniram’s ancestors held high positions in the Ahom Court. During the
Moamoria Rebellion (1769-1805) the Ahom rule considerably weakened. Thereafter the
Burmese invasion of Assam during 1817- 1826 took place and during that time Maniram’s
family sought asylum in West Bengal which was under the British. During the First Anglo
Burmese War held between 1824 to 1826 Maniram’s family returned to Assam under the
protection of the British. Maniram was born on 17 th April 1806 in Charing of Sibsagar District.
Maniram in his early days served the British and later recognizing their misrule became a
freedom fighter to bring India out of the clutches of the British rule.

Maniram initially was a close and loyal follower of the British. He was then appointed as
Tehsildar and Sheristadar. In those days a Sheristadar was the Chief administrative officer in
Indian courts entrusted with the task of receiving and checking court pleas. In fact, it was

©




Maniram who informed the British regarding the Tea plantation which led to the British
establishing Tea gardens in Assam. However, over a period Maniram shifted his loyalty to
Ahom King Purandar Singha who was holding a purely formal position without any real
authority. He resigned from the posts of Tehsildar and Sheristadar. Maniram slowly got
dissatisfied with the attitude of the British towards the people. He totally opposed the
draconian tax system imposed on the Assam people, exploitation of the local market
conditions and introduction of opium cultivation by the British.

Maniram came to Calcutta in 1852 and made a petition at the Sadar Court in Calcutta with a
demand that the Ahom king’s administration should be restored. This petiton was dismissed
by the Court. Thereafter he continued to stay in Calcutta itself and maintained communication
with all his friends and others who were anti-British. The Sepoy Mutiny started in May 1857
and Maniram seized this opportunity to bring back Ahom King’s rule. Maniram started a
revolution against British rule with the sepoys who were stationed in various parts of Assam.
He planned to launch a rebellion against the British, with support from the sepoys deployed
in Assam. He also enlisted the support of various leaders who supported his plan for the
revolution. Thus Maniram visualised a revolt in August 1857 with an intention to restore the
Ahom King Kandarpeswar Singha rule and had planned to liberate Sivsagar and Dibrugarh
from the British. He enticed the support of Piyali Barua, a compatriot, in executing the plan.
Maniram sent letters to the leaders but unfortunately it got intercepted by the British and
they found out the plan. Maniram was taken into custody and lodged in a jail in Jorhat along
with his accomplice Piyali Barua. The trial was held on 26 th Febrauary 1858 and Maniram
and Piyali Barua were hanged in Public at Central Jail, Jorhat.

After the hanging of Maniram his tea estates at Cinnamara and Senglung were auctioned and
handed over to George Williamson who purchased the same for a throwaway price. However
this proved to be a disaster for George Williamson as the loyal labourers refused to work
under the new owners. Sometlme later Cinnamara Tea estate was purchased by a local Tea
3 e : 7% company and presently
taken over by Assam Tea
Corporation.

After Maniram’s death
many folk songs in his
memory known as the
"Maniram Dewanar
Geet", were composed by
the local people and
popularised amongst the
locals. The Trade Centre
at Gauhati was named
“Maniram Dewan Trade
Centre” and the Boys
Hostel in Dibrugarh has
been named “Maniram

Gun of Maniram Dewan

Dewan Boys” Hostel.

According to Debo Prasad Barooah, former Vice-Chancellor of Gauhati University, Maniram
Dewan and Piyali (or Peali) Barua became martyrs to the cause of freedom in Assam. Their
sacrifice and also the sacrifice of their compatriots made a deep and lasting impression on the
minds of the Assamese people who remembered with pride these heroes of 1857 at every
stage of the freedom struggle.
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