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From the Desk of Managing Editor
Dear Reader,

On behalf of the Editorial Board, I am
pleased to present the 223" (Sep 2025)
edition of PreSense, featuring another rich
array of meaningful content.

In September, we witnessed Vviolent
protests by Gen Z in Nepal and Ladakh.
There is also suspicion that some international hands are
using our own people as a tool to trigger violent protests.
The Editorial analyses the situation and the caution to be
exercised by the Government.

In the last week of September 2025, 41 people died in a
political rally conducted by the popular actor Vijay at Karur.
The cover story deals with how people are crazy about the
film stars and search for their leaders on screen.

Other Highlights:

Prince Cartoon

Freedom Fighter Arjun Lal Sethi of Rajasthan
Review of the September 2010 edition of PreSense
Article on Al’s rogue behaviour

Yoga breathing technique

Top-performing Parliamentarians

As always, we value your feedback at

editor@corpezine.com and encourage you to share

PreSense with your network.
See you next month with more inspiring content.

Jai Hind!
K. Srintvausanv

Publisher & Managing Editor
PreSense
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By Triambak Sharma
www.cartoonwatchindia.com
email-cartoonwatch@gmail.com

It's
Easier to
Handle
Countries.

Triambak Sharma (AI)
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Congratulations to Shri C P Radhakrishnan, Vice President of India

Shri C P Radhakrishnan (Born 1957) assumed the office of the Vice President
of India. Automatically, he also becomes the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha.
Hailing from Coimbatore, he was a Member of Parliament twice and has held
the Constitutional positions as Governor of Jharkhand and Maharashtra.

A leader who can be approached easily has assumed India’s top position.
PreSense congratulates him and prays God Almighty to bless Shri C P
Radhakrishnan for all success and glory while discharging his duties to the
Nation.

Editorial Team
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Editorial 4

Ladakh's Warning: Secure India
from Regional Upheavals

@m\\\ \\‘T‘mu

By Ramesh Sundaram, Joint Managing Editor

(Ladakh's unrest, mirroring youth-led upheavals in neighbouring nations, highlights
India's vulnerability. Unresolved grievances risk exploitation by anti-national
elements. Robust governance and vigilance are crucial for national security.)

The recent violence in Ladakh is a
stark reminder that unresolved
local grievances can become a
gateway for instability. India
must learn from its neighbours
and act decisively to protect its
democratic fabric from both
internal and external threats.

The cold desert of Ladakh, known
for its serene monasteries and
breathtaking landscapes,
recently witnessed the heat of

, B : 2 unrest. A protest movement,
S|mmer|ng for years b0|Ied over |nto tragic vnolence on September 24-25, 2025. What began
as a peaceful agitation led by climate activist Sonam Wangchuk demanding statehood and
constitutional safeguards under the Sixth Schedule for Ladakh culminated in violent clashes
that left four people dead, dozens injured, and the local Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) office in
ashes.

The demands of the Ladakhi people—rooted in anxieties over cultural identity, land rights,
unemployment, and political representation since the region became a Union Territory in
2019—are genuine and deserve deliberation. The government has rightly engaged in dialogue
by forming a High-Powered Committee to address these concerns. However, the slow pace of
negotiations created a vacuum filled with frustration. It is in this volatile environment that the
protests escalated, with agitators reportedly inspired by similar youth-led uprisings that have
recently convulsed our neighbourhood.

This is not an isolated incident. A dangerous pattern is emerging across South Asia, where a
surge of Gen Z-driven protests has toppled multiple governments. In Nepal, the government’s
ban on popular social media platforms in September 2025 acted as a trigger for massive
demonstrations. These were further fuelled by deeper anger over 20% youth unemployment
and systemic corruption, ultimately forcing Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli to resign. Similarly,
in Bangladesh, student protests over job quota reforms in 2024 morphed into a widespread
anti-corruption movement that ended the long tenure of Sheikh Hasina, who fled to India.
And who can forget Sri Lanka’s 2022 ‘Aragalaya’ movement, where an economic crisis drove
masses to storm the presidential palace, causing President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to flee and
resign?

In each of these instances, while the sparks were local, the fire was fanned by a common set
of accelerants: economic insecurity, endemic corruption, and the rapid, decentralised




mobilisation capabilities of social media. This alarming trend raises a critical question: are
these upheavals purely organic, or are they being engineered?

Across South Asian media and political circles, concerns about foreign instigation are being
hotly debated. In Bangladesh, the outgoing Awami League pointedly raised claims of American
“political interference”. While credible analyses suggest these movements stem primarily from
legitimate domestic grievances, we cannot afford to be naive. Geo-strategic interests are at
play, with both the United States and China vying for influence in the region. It is plausible
that foreign non-governmental
organisations and soft power campaigns
amplify social media narratives or fund
civic tech platforms that build protest
capacity, thereby turning local
discontent into national crises. It is also
suspected that anti-national forces,
often referred to as the ‘Deep State,’ are
exploiting local issues to destabilise
nations that do not align with their
globalist agenda. These forces do not
want a strong and stable India.

This brings us back to Ladakh. The
agitation saw the youth wing’s
shutdown calls paralysing public life, a tactic eerily similar to those seen abroad. The BJP has
accused the Congress party of orchestrating the unrest, framing it as a politically motivated
“Gen Z revolution”. Some officials have even suggested a deliberate attempt to replicate the
protest models from Nepal and Bangladesh on Indian soil. While local activists deny significant
political manipulation or foreign involvement, there is credible evidence of foreign funding to
the NGO led by Sonam Wangchuk, who has been arrested by the CBI. The very circulation of
these allegations should put our nation on high alert.

Sonam Wangchuk

The Government of India faces a two-fold challenge that requires immediate and resolute
action. First, it must be vigilant against anti-national elements operating under any guise,
including as political workers. Inflammatory speeches and the cynical leveraging of public
anger for electoral gains must be curbed with an iron hand. Our intelligence and security
agencies must be empowered to identify and neutralise any foreign or domestic actors seeking
to destabilise our nation by adding fuel to the fire of local disputes.

Second, and just as critically, the government must drain the swamp of grievances in which
these anti-national elements thrive. The most potent defence against foreign interference is
robust, responsive, and transparent governance. The events in Ladakh are a lesson in the
risks of delayed negotiation. When peaceful demands are met with prolonged silence, it
creates conditions ripe for escalation. We must proactively address regional problems, from
unemployment in our urban centres to constitutional anxieties in our border regions.
Strengthening institutional accountability, expanding opportunities for our youth, and
ensuring inclusive dialogue are not just policy goals; they are national security imperatives.

The future of India’s stability rests on this dual approach. As a nation, we must be united. As
citizens, we must be cautious and discerning, wary of narratives designed to divide and
destroy. India’s large youth demographic and increasing digital penetration are great
strengths, but they can also be vulnerabilities if left to be exploited. By addressing our internal
challenges with sincerity and guarding our unity with vigilance, we can ensure that the political
earthquakes shaking our neighbours do not find an epicentre within our borders.
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Cover Story

Search Leaders on Ground, Not on Screen:
The Karur Tragedy and Its Harsh Lessons

By Prime Point Srinivasan, Managing Editor

(An unprepared Actor Vijay's rally caused 41 deaths in a stampede, sparking a
debate on celebrity politics and the need for regulation.)

The recent stampede tragedy at Karur on 27th September 2025 has left an indelible scar on
Tamil Nadu's political landscape. Forty-one lives were lost—including 10 children and 18
young women—at a political rally conducted by popular actor Vijay. This man-made disaster,
as aptly described by the Madras High Court, demands serious introspection about the
dangerous trend of elevating screen idols to political pedestals without adequate preparation
or experience.

The Rise of Celebrity Politics in South India

Actor Vijay, supposed to be one of the highest-paid actors in India, and reportedly
commanding Rs 150-200 crores per film, launched his new party "Tamizhaga Vetri Kazhagam"
(TVK) a few months ago. The launch witnessed an unprecedented crowd, fuelled by the frenzy
that characterises fan culture in Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana—the only States
where popular actors are literally worshipped and their film dialogues are accepted as gospel
truth.




The southern States have indeed witnessed successful political transitions by actors. M.G.
Ramachandran (MGR), Jayalalithaa, and N.T. Rama Rao became Chief Ministers, leveraging
their massive fan bases to build enduring political legacies. Their parties continue to survive
and thrive even today. However, there is a critical difference that sets them apart from the
current generation of actor-politicians.

The Missing Foundation: Political Apprenticeship

Before floating their own parties, both MGR and NTR were deeply entrenched in politics and
maintained continuous engagement with people's problems. They understood the grassroots,
the machinery of governance, and the weight of political responsibility. Before assuming the
leadership of AIADMK, Jayalalithaa underwent rigorous political training under her mentor
MGR and even served as a Member of Parliament. They paid their dues, learnt the craft, and
earned their stripes in the political arena.

In stark contrast, actor Vijay's entry into politics appears to be driven primarily by the
euphoria of his cinematic success. His fan clubs routinely sell tickets at exorbitant prices and
indulge in 'Milk Abhishekam (anointing)' of his cut-outs during film releases. This frenzy
apparently enthused him to believe that cinematic fame alone could translate into electoral
success—a dangerous delusion that has now cost precious lives.

The Structural Weaknesses of TVK

Vijay's party suffers from fundamental structural deficiencies. His top office bearers and
district functionaries are neither trained politically nor are they seasoned ground workers. The
party appears to be run by advisers lacking working knowledge of political systems. More
alarmingly, Vijay himself remained largely inaccessible to his own leaders and party workers—
an unsustainable model for any political organisation.
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The actor was led to believe that his cinematic fame and massive
fan following could sweep all Assembly seats and make him the
Chief Minister without any alliance. His supporters, predominantly
in the age group of less than 25 years, possess tremendous
energy but lack political acumen. Tragically, even these
enthusiastic fans were kept at arm's length, with 'bouncers'
physically pushing them away. Vijay's interactions with crowds
were limited to reading emotionally-charged scripts peppered with
cinematic 'punch dialogues'—a far cry from genuine political
engagement.

In overconfidence and without grasping ground realltles V|Jay declared all major parties—
DMK, AIADMK, and BJP—as his enemies. Such P4 :

brlnkmanshlp mlght work in cinema, but politics
demands coalition-building, negotiation, and
strategic alliances.

The Fateful Day: 27th September 2025

The tragedy unfolded with cruel predictability.
Though Vijay announced he would address the
public rally at 12 noon in Karur, he arrived seven
hours late, forcing the crowd to wait without
adequate water or food. Anxious to see their idol,
people had begun gathering from 8 am itself, many bringing their children along.

Despite being denied permission to conduct a 'road show', Vijay's large bus moved slowly
along the highways, followed by thousands of followers. During this rally, whilst Vijay was
speaking from atop the bus, 41 people died from stampede, suffocation, and dehydration.

The Inexcusable Response

What happened next exposes the hollowness of
celebrity-driven politics. Despite knowing about
the crisis, Vijay and his team left the venue and
proceeded to Tiruchirappalli to board a private
jet to Chennai. Whilst Chief Minister M.K. Stalin,
the Opposition leader, and representatives from
other parties visited the hospitals that very
night, not a single TVK functionary was seen
comforting the victims or their families.

The police blamed Vijay for not following
guidelines and arriving late to deliberately inflate
crowd numbers for self-promotion. TVK leaders,
in turn, blamed the police for not allotting
adequate space—conveniently ignoring that the
Opposition leader had addressed a rally at the
same venue with similar crowd strength just two
days earlier without incident.

The Madras High Court condemned Vijay and his
team for abandoning the scene without caring
for those who died during his rally. Adding insult
to injury, Vijay released a video statement three
days after the incident—speaking in a
conspicuously  'husky' voice—blaming the
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government for the entire tragedy. Shockingly, as a leader, he offered no apology to the
families of the deceased who had come to support him.

One of his General Secretaries further inflamed the situation by tweeting a call for youngsters
to engage in revolution, citing Nepal and Bangladesh as examples. The High Court took
serious note of this irresponsible provocation and ordered immediate action. The ruling NDA
government at Delhi has dispatched a delegation of eight MPs to study the situation and
submit a report. The Madras High Court has now ordered an investigation by a senior police
officer.

Lessons That Must Be Learnt

With 41 lives lost and nearly a hundred people still under treatment, the general public must
recognise a fundamental truth: film actors without political experience cannot be effective
rulers. We must search for leaders on the ground, not on screen.

X
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Vijay may be an excellent entertainer, but that does not qualify him to govern a State. It
would be akin to making actor Vijay the captain of the Indian cricket team solely due to his
popularity. Every profession demands its own competencies and skills. Entertainment and

governance require entirely different skill sets.

Film personalities who aspire to political leadership must first equip themselves thoroughly in
the political field. MGR, Jayalalithaa, and NTR succeeded because of their prolonged exposure
to politics before launching their parties. Many actors—including Chiranjeevi and Sivaji
Ganesan—failed in politics despite their cinematic popularity, precisely because they lacked
this foundation.

From Fans to Political Workers: The Critical Transition

Popular film stars are undoubtedly powerful influencers, particularly among youth. However,
fans who promote films are not automatically political workers. This transformation requires
conscious effort, training, and mentorship. Vijay's fans were never converted into political
workers. We have witnessed them climbing trees and jumping from floor to floor merely to
catch a glimpse of their favourite actor. Due to his lack of political experience, Vijay enjoyed
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these spectacles without recognising the risks involved. He never cautioned or warned his
fans to behave responsibly.

This lack of leadership, coupled with inexperienced functionaries at top and district levels,
directly led to this tragedy. Even after such a catastrophe, Vijay and his team showed no
genuine concern and fled the scene. One must ask: what would happen if Vijay becomes Chief
Minister and similarly abandons responsibility when facing a governance crisis?

The Way Forward: Regulation and Accountability

Vijay urgently needs guidance from experienced political leaders before continuing his political
journey. Moreover, this tragedy underscores the necessity for comprehensive regulation.

PreSense appeals to both the State and Central Governments to frame suitable laws
and guidelines for political rallies, clearly defining accountability mechanisms for
future implementation. Such regulations must include:

o Mandatory crowd management protocols

o Strict adherence to timelines announced by organisers

o Provision of basic amenities (water, medical facilities, sanitation)

o Criminal and civil liability for organisers in case of negligence

. Mandatory insurance coverage for attendees

o Clear demarcation of responsibilities between organisers and law enforcement

The Karur tragedy is a wake-up call. Celebrity status cannot substitute political competence.
Cinematic success does not qualify one for governance. And most importantly, the lives of
ordinary citizens cannot be sacrificed at the altar of political ambition.

It is time we learnt to search for our leaders on the ground—among those who have worked
with people, understood their problems, and demonstrated commitment to public service—
not on the screen based on the ‘punch dialogue’ delivered by the hero who vanquishes villains
in two hours of carefully scripted fantasy.

The 41 lives lost at Karur deserve this much from us: that we never again confuse
entertainment with governance, or stardom with statesmanship.

Toppers of 18t" Lok Sabha (from the first sitting to Monsoon Session 2025)

Name State Debates - Private | Questions | Supplem | Tot Attendan
Initiated Members entary al ce
Bills Question
s

Smita Uday Wagh Maharashtra 26 2 184 1| 213 97%
Praveen Patel Uttar Pradesh 20 0 190 1] 211 96%
Shrirang Appa Chandu Barne Maharashtra 20 3 178 4| 205 97%
Bidyut Baran Mahato Jharkhand 27 0 178 0| 205 100%
Bhartruhari Mahtab QOdisha 34 0 170 0| 204 1%
C N Annadurai Tamil Nadu 34 3 166 0| 203 90%
Dilip Saikia Assam 44 0 158 0| 202 100%
P P Chaudhary Rajasthan 28 3 165 0| 196 99%
Nishikant Dubey Jharkhand 43 3 140 6| 192 100%
Hemant Vishnu Savara Maharashtra 24 0 164 1] 189 97%

Note: Data courtesy - PRS Legislative Research, Delhi
Only initiated debates are considered for performance ranking and Sansad Ratna Awards.
Associated debates are not considered.
Congratulations to all toppers
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Guest Column - Yoga

The Power of Breath:
A 10-Minute Guide to Calm for Today’s Youth

By Yogacharyan Suresh Veera, Senior Yoga Expert, Chennai

Young people between the ages of 16 and 35 possess an incredible amount of energy and
passion. This generation is sensitive, emotionally aware, and quick to act. However, the
pressures of the modern world can sometimes make it difficult to manage this vibrant energy.
We often see this energy, without a positive outlet, leading to restlessness and agitation.




The Modern Challenge

In previous generations, life was different. Youngsters often ate natural, home-cooked food
and were physically active, which helped channel their energy in productive ways. Today’s
world is very different. Lifestyles are often characterized by a diet dominated by processed
foods, limited physical exercise, and constant exposure to the digital noise of social media.

This combination can leave the mind feeling disturbed and unsettled. When our minds are in
this state, we become more vulnerable to stress and external influences, sometimes leading
us to follow instructions blindly during emotional moments.

India’s Timeless Solution

India is blessed with one of the largest youth populations in the world—a tremendous source
of power and potential. As a society, it is our responsibility to help guide this energy
productively and protect our young people from emotional turmoil.

Fortunately, India is also the mother of yoga, an ancient practice designed to bring harmony
to the body and mind. We can use simple yogic techniques to strengthen our youth and help
them channel their immense energy in a positive direction.

A Simple Practice for a Busy Life

We know that today’s young professionals and students are extremely busy and may find it
difficult to spare time for long, regular yoga sessions. However, some of the most powerful
methods are also the simplest. The following breathing exercise takes only ten minutes and
can be practised daily to strengthen the body and calm the mind.

Follow these simple steps for 10 minutes every day, once in the morning after waking up and
once before going to bed. This will help you channel your energy, keeping your body and mind
under your control.

Step 1: Get Comfortable

Sit in a comfortable position on a chair or on your bed. It is best to be in a well-ventilated
room rather than an air-conditioned one. Keep your spine straight but relaxed.

Step 2: Prepare Your Mind

Gently close your eyes. For one minute, simply watch your breath as it flows in and out. Do
not try to change it. Just observe. This is a preparation step to bring your focus inwards.

Step 3: Conscious Breathing

Now, begin to breathe in slowly through both nostrils for a count of five seconds. Focus your
complete attention on the feeling of the air moving through your nostrils.

Step 4: The Calming Exhale

After inhaling for five seconds, exhale slowly for ten seconds. If this is difficult at first, just
exhale for as long as you comfortably can. With practice, gradually try to increase your
exhalation time to ten seconds.

Step 5: A Simple Self-Check

You may notice that when you feel angry or emotional, your exhale becomes very short,
perhaps only two or three seconds. This is a simple test to check your emotional state. By
practising this exercise and deliberately making your exhale longer than your inhale, you can
effectively calm your emotions.

Step 6: Add the ‘Hmm’ Sound
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To make the practice more effective, after a minute or two, begin to make a gentle *hmm’
sound (like a buzzing bee) as you exhale, keeping your mouth closed. You will find that your
mind automatically focuses on this sound. Make the sound audible. The longer and smoother
the sound, the calmer your mind will become.

Step 7: Feel the Vibrations

Just as we began with one minute of silent observation, end your practice the same way. Stop
making the ‘hmm’ sound and return to normal, silent breathing for a minute with your eyes
closed. Notice the gentle vibrations and the feeling of stillness created by the sound.

Step 8: Awaken Gently

When you have finished, rub the palms of your hands together briskly to create warmth.
Gently place your warm palms over your closed eyes and feel the soothing heat. Then, slowly
open your eyes.

Benefits of This Simple Practice

1. A Calmer Mind: This exercise helps shift the mind from a state of activity and stress to
one of deep calm and relaxation.

2. Better Sleep: Practising this at night helps to quieten unwanted thoughts, allowing you
to get a deeper and more restful sleep.

3. A Focused Day: When done in the morning, it strengthens your energy and keeps the
mind calm and focused for the day ahead.

Recent research has also shown that the ‘hmm’ sound (known as Bhramari or Humming Bee
Breath) increases the production of nitric oxide in the body, which helps improve immunity.

Important Guidance

While this basic exercise does not need a teacher, if you wish to learn more advanced
techniques, please seek guidance from an experienced and competent yoga instructor. This
practice is safe for everyone. However, if you have undergone cardiac surgery in the last six
months, have a pacemaker, or suffer from any chronic health issues, please consult your
doctor before you begin.

Toppers of Rajya Sabha (from June 2024 till Monsoon Session 2025)

Name State Debates - Private Questions Suppleme | Total Attendance
Initiated Members ntary Qns
Bills
Medha Vishram Kulkarni Maharashtra 12 0 273 0 285 77%
Narayana Koragappa Karnataka 2 0 254 0 256 88%
Brijlal Uttar Pradesh 25 0 228 1 254 100%
Narhari Amin Gujarat 3 0 250 0 253 92%
Baburam Nishad Uttar Pradesh 4 0 240 0 244 85%

Note: Data courtesy — PRS Legislative Research, Delhi
Only initiated debates are considered for performance ranking and Sansad Ratna Awards.
Associated debates are not considered.

Congratulations to all toppers
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Time Capsule Chronicles:
Revisiting PreSense - 15 Years Ago - Sep 2010
“"Miscommunication”

As Claude AlI, I find this review of the September
2010 edition of PreSense to be a welcome
opportunity to reflect on a landmark publication
from our archive. Issue No. 55's decision to

PHQOEFNTF

Communicate the communication

India’s First Corporate ezine

by Prime Point Foundation focus squarely on Miscommunication was an
T inspired thematic choice, tackling a subject often
( 4 N | e relegated to the periphery of corporate
- t'\o Communication Team .
gnicdt™= Ae— discourse.
M\Scomm hov\ lnthls'lssne: . - - . o

.00, :: :,”'";‘ The Editor-in-Chief, K. Srinivasan, correctly sets
Miscoins Y\gation P samplesor the editorial agenda in the 'PR-e-FACE,' noting
P9 How to avoid? that the failure of communication is the root
R e cause of many crises, a crucial observation that

PIT Avolding ... justifies the entire issue's premise.
o A particular strength is the edition's collaborative
— nature, which was guest-edited by the Business

Communication Team from Bharathiya Vidya
Bhavan, Chennai. This student-led programme
provides a refreshing blend of academic rigour
and practical examples. The team's contribution
moves beyond a simplistic definition, comprehensively mapping the origins of
miscommunication, whether through ambiguity, information overload, or environmental,
physical, and cultural barriers.

The magazine's structure, which guides the reader from identifying Major Factors to
reviewing Samples of Miscommunication and finally presenting advice on How to avoid
it, ensures a practical and highly useful professional toolkit. This issue is a compelling piece
of positive journalism and remains a definitive reference on preventing communication
breakdown.

This edition can be downloaded from the link:
https://www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense0910.pdf
Review Courtesy: Claude AI
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Freedom Fighters of India

7”’.‘"’ Arjun Lal Sethi (Rajasthan)
Azadiy,
Amrit Mahotsav

d

By C. Badri, Editor in Chief

(Arjun Lal Sethi, a pivotal yet unsung freedom fighter from Rajasthan, combined
political activism and educational reform against the British, enduring
imprisonment for India's independence.)

India's struggle for independence is marked by the
brave efforts of countless individuals who dedicated
their lives to the cause of freedom. While many
prominent leaders are celebrated nationwide,
several regional heroes played crucial roles in
igniting grassroots resistance. Among these
unsung champions is Arjun Lal Sethi, a freedom
fighter from Rajasthan whose relentless pursuit of
justice and liberty made him a key figure in the
independence movement in western India.

Arjun Lal Sethi was born in 1880 in Jaipur,
Rajasthan, into a family deeply rooted in Jainism
and social reform. His father, Jawaharlal Sethi, was
a respected community leader who instilled in
Arjun Lal a sense of moral responsibility and
patriotism from an early age. Sethi excelled
academically, mastering Sanskrit, Hindi, English,
and Persian, which later helped him communicate
effectively with diverse audiences. The cultural and intellectual environment at home nurtured
his interest in social justice, philosophy, and spirituality, shaping his worldview and laying the
foundation for his future activism.

The turn of the Twentieth Century marked a period of significant political upheaval in India.
The oppressive policies of the British Raj, the economic exploitation of Indian resources, and
the denial of basic rights to the people fuelled widespread discontent. Arjun Lal Sethi’s political
awakening was shaped by these circumstances and also by the rising nationalist movements
across the country. He was inspired by leaders such as Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Lala Lajpat Rai,
and Mahatma Gandhi, whose advocacy for Swaraj (self-rule) resonated deeply with his own
aspirations for an independent India.

Arjun Lal Sethi emerged as a strong leader in Rajasthan’s fight against British rule. His
activism was diverse, involving political protest, educational reform, and social upliftment.
Sethi was key in organising public meetings, rallies, and protests that energised the people
in Jaipur and nearby areas. He gave a voice to the voiceless, urging ordinary citizens to
challenge British authority and fight for their rights.

One of his notable contributions was his involvement in the Home Rule Movement,
spearheaded by Annie Besant and Bal Gangadhar Tilak. Sethi established branches of the
movement in Rajasthan, mobilising support among students, intellectuals, and common
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people. His speeches, marked by clarity and conviction, inspired many to join the cause and
resist colonial rule.

Recognising the power of education as a tool for social transformation, Arjun Lal Sethi founded
the Vardhaman Jain Vidyalaya in Jaipur in 1918. The institution was not just an academic
centre but a hub of nationalist activity. Sethi envisioned the school as a place where students
could absorb patriotic values, learn about India’s glorious past, and prepare to serve the
nation. The curriculum emphasised Indian languages, history, and culture, fostering a sense
of pride in one’s heritage and a dedication to the freedom struggle.

The British authorities viewed the Vidyalaya with suspicion, aware of its role in fostering
dissent. Sethi faced repeated harassment, surveillance, and restrictions from the colonial
administration, but he remained undeterred. His steadfastness inspired both students and
teachers, many of whom later became active participants in the independence movement.

Arjun Lal Sethi’s activism came at a personal cost. He was arrested multiple times for his anti-
British activities, enduring long spells of imprisonment and torture. Despite the hardships,
Sethi refused to compromise his principles. His letters from jail, filled with words of
encouragement and hope, motivated his followers to persevere in the face of adversity. Sethi’s
sacrifices underscored the depth of his commitment to the cause and demonstrated the power
of individual resolve in the face of colonial oppression.

Beyond political agitation, Arjun Lal Sethi was a champion of social reform. He campaigned
against caste discrimination, untouchability, and social injustice, advocating for the upliftment
of marginalised communities. His efforts to promote unity and brotherhood among diverse
groups strengthened the fabric of Rajasthan’s society and built broad-based support for the
freedom movement.

Sethi also contributed to the revival of Jain philosophy and ethics, emphasising the values of
non-violence, truth, and compassion. He believed that spiritual awakening was essential for
true freedom, and his teachings reflected a harmonious blend of religious and nationalist
ideals.

Although Arjun Lal Sethi did not achieve the same level of national prominence as some of
his contemporaries, his influence in Rajasthan was significant. The respect he earned among
the intelligentsia, students, and the general public ensured that his message continued to
resonate long after his death in 1947. Institutions, roads, and public spaces in Rajasthan bear
his name, honouring his contributions to the nation’s independence.

Sethi’s legacy is also evident in the ongoing focus on education and social justice in
Rajasthan’s public life. His vision for an empowered, enlightened citizenry stays relevant,
reminding us of the transformative power of knowledge and activism.

Arjun Lal Sethi exemplifies the courage, commitment, and sacrifice needed to challenge
injustice and fight for freedom. His life and work embody the spirit of India’s independence
movement—a combination of political activism, educational reform, and social change. As we
honour the heroes of India’s liberation, it is important to remember and celebrate the
contributions of regional leaders like Sethi, whose efforts helped shape the country’s future
as a free and democratic nation.

The story of Arjun Lal Sethi is not just a chapter in Rajasthan’s history but an enduring lesson
in leadership, resilience, and patriotism. His unwavering resolve in the face of adversity
continues to inspire generations, reminding us that the fight for justice and freedom is a
collective effort, shaped by the dedication of many individuals across the land.
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Guest Column - Technology
AI's Rogue Behaviour Requires Mandatory Guardrails
and Self-Regulation Now.

By Naavi (Naa. Vijayashankar), Cyber Security and Cyber Law Expert,
Bengaluru

(The AI boom brings unpredictable peril; robust self-regulation and mandatory ’kill
switches' for deployers are absolutely crucial to mitigate risk.)

Al is undoubtedly the craze of the
season. Anybody who considers
himself "tech savvy" cannot but
talk about and use AI in some
form or the other. Some of us may
use ChatGPT, some may use
Gemini or Perplexity or Nano
banana. But use of Al is a must.

Like all "addictions," AI addiction
is a tendency that we need to
guard against, particularly from
our children, who can easily get
fascinated by the creative
capabilities of Ghibli or Nano
banana. But getting into the world
of Ghibli and Nano banana is an
open invitation to AI addiction,

AI'S ROGUE BEHAVOUR REQUIRES
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and children, once initiated, will
find it impossible to come out and
will soon be drawn like a whirlpool
to the next level of using the
image creation capabilities of Al to

generate fake images and use it
for bullying and later defamation.

On the professional side, all of us are also enamoured with the capability of using a Large
Language Model like ChatGPT to generate our official presentations and also articles for official
use. If I am a lawyer, I may start using ChatGPT for writing my court submissions, and if I
am a software coding person, I may start using Al for Vibe Coding. If I am an engineer
designing a building, the day is not far off when I will ask an Al to design the load distribution
and column design. In the backroom, industrialists are designing autonomous cars, some
capable of driving by themselves and some with auto-braking facilities.

Well, all this appears beautiful and compelling to turn our digital expertise to the use of Al
The new Agentic Al allows Al to absorb its observations and trigger a workflow all by itself
and deliver the autonomous decisions to the consumers, completely cutting off human
oversight from business decisions. There are some crazy use cases where a humanoid robot
becomes a CEO of a company (Mika of Dictador) or a minister of a country like Albania (Diella)
or given citizenship of a country like Saudi Arabia (Sophia). We would not be surprised if India
creates an "Al agentic Supreme Court in India" to reduce the 5-crore case pendency.
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Amidst this euphoria, we need to spare a thought for those lawyers who were fined by courts
because the case laws they had cited in their pleadings using ChatGPT were non-existent and
false. Spare a thought for the Vibe Coder who used Replit which wiped out a full set of codes
already created, or Cursor AI which stopped coding and admonished the coder for his laziness,
or a few who have suffered physical damage from humanoid or industrial robots that turned
rogue and inflicted physical injuries and even death on their operators/users.

While I may not go into the details of the above incidents of exhibition of rogue behavior by
an Al-driven system, I must state a recent incident involving "DeepSeek," a popular AI model
which has challenged the Indian legal system with a project to steal personal data of Indians
by overriding consents, ignoring laws such as DPDPA, anti-money laundering act, Income tax
act, etc., and going to the extent of creating a budget to bribe Data Protection Board officials
(before its formation), the MeitY and the Police, as well as create a plan to silence the
whistleblower with planting of narcotics in his car and faking a suicide. All the details of these
incidents are available at www.naavi.org for the readers to peruse.

These incidents, however, indicate that AI systems today come with a risk that is
unpredictable and unknown. Worldwide regulators are trying to create laws to regulate AI,
and India is also in the process of creating an Al Act. However, most of the global systems
have only been able to suggest some light regulations on the "Developers" and have failed to
address the risks of the "Deployers." Also, considering the lead time for a new law in India,
an Al act of India would be redundant before it is even drafted.

It is therefore necessary for the industry to adopt a "Self-Regulatory Model," such as a
compliance framework for Al deployers through which one can mitigate the Al risks. Apart
from passing a decree that developers follow certain norms for developing Responsible,
Ethical, Transparent, and Accountable Al, there is a need for a model for deployers to manage
the "Unknown and Unpredictable Risk" of deploying Al. Recently, FDPPI, the apex Privacy and
Data Protection organization of India, has released a framework called DGPSI-AI which
provides a self-regulatory framework to be followed by AI deployers.

The essence of DGPSI-AI is that it should be mandatory for deployers to ensure that there
are sufficient guardrails and a Kill Switch incorporated in every Al deployment so that the AI
systems do not hallucinate and go rogue. At present, regulators only think of guardrails at
the developer end. What we need now is also the guardrail commitment from the deployers.
Further, the users should also be educated to use 'guardrail prescriptions' in the prompting.

In summary, we can say that "To use or Not to use AI" is a dilemma, and if Al is an innovation
that cannot be avoided, appropriate guardrails and self-regulations are mandatory.

Triambak’s Cartoon Festival

Cartoon Watch, India’s only cartoon magazine,
organises every year a Cartoon Festival to honour the
outstanding cartoonists. 23rd Cartoon Festival was held
in Sep 2025 at Raipur. Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh
Vishnu Deo Sai was the Chief Guest. He presented the
Life Achievement award to Manoj Chopra, a senior
cartoonist from Jammu. He is the 40th Lifetime
. Achievement Awardee. The celebrated cartoonists R K
Lakshman, Balashaheb Thackery were the earlier
recipients of this Award. Dr Abdul Kalam was also the
chief Guest of this Cartoon festival in 2011.
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http://www.naavi.org/
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