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From the Desk of Managing Editor 

 

 

Dear Readers 

 

On behalf of the Editorial Board, I wish all 

readers a happy Navratri and Dussehra.  May 

these festivals bring all prosperity to our 

nation. 

 

I am happy to share the 187th edition of your 

eMagazine PreSense with its  rich content as usual.  

 

I am  happy to inform all our readers that Sansad Ratna 

Awards, a flagship initiative of Prime Point Foundation and 

this eMagazine has bagged a global recognition for our 

exclusive work.  

 

During the end of August 2022, a grand National Media 

Conference 2022 was held at Abu Road, Rajasthan.  Around 

1800 media professionals participated in various 

discussions.  A detailed report is included in this edition.  A 

serious concern was expressed by many media person 

about the unregulated digital media.   In our Editorial, we 

appeal to the Government of India to formulate a Media 

Policy and Media Regulation to safeguard the innocent 

victims and to avoid tensions in the society. 

 

In the Cover Story, we bring out the significant Pada Yatras 

and Rath Yatras held in India. 

 

Presently, OTT platform is emerging as a new generation 

digital tool.  We are including an interesting article on the 

OTT platforms.  

 

Every month we feature one freedom fighter. In this edition 

we feature Jhalkari Bai, a woman freedom fighter. 

 

As always  Prince Cartoon humours our readers.  

 

I am confident that readers will enjoy reading  this edition 

too. Kindly  send your feedback to editor@corpezine.com, 

so that our Editorial Board can examine your suggestions. 

Please share this edition with your friends. I will catch up 

with you next month with more varied  content. 

 

Jai Hind 

 

K. Srinivasan 
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Editorial 
 

Need for Media Policy and Media Regulations 

 
By Prime Point Srinivasan, Mg. Editor 

 
With the growth of technology, the way of communication has changed. It has also thrown 

more challenges to credibility of information.  A decade ago, only those working in registered 

newspapers or magazines or broadcasting channels were considered as journalists.  They 

were brought under ‘working journalists’ category as per law.  Presently, every youtuber and 

social media writer calls himself as a digital journalist and assumes  ‘absolute freedom’ for 

himself, just because he enjoys a platform to express his views.  These new classes of 

journalists do not understand that ‘freedom of speech and expression’ provided under 19(1) 

of the Indian Constitution is subject to restriction and is not ‘absolute’,     

Digital media – free for all platform 

Fake news and false information have become order of  the day.  In the free for all social 

media platforms, even genuine journalists get confused and lose credibility.  Abusing of 

persons, due to ideological conflict has become common.  Even women professionals, 

including well known politicians are not spared.  Striking down Section 66A of the Information 

Technology Act 2000 by Hon’ble Supreme Court has given more freedom to wrong persons.  

Genuine victims are helpless and continue to suffer.  

In spite of the fact that freedom of speech is being ‘misused’ by wrong people, the 

Government and authorities could not do anything but watch silently. Even the Courts have 

pointed out this several times for introducing regulations. 

Digital Media is an uncontrolled beast 

Media is considered as one of the four pillars of democracy, the other pillars being Legislature, 

Executive and Judiciary. Legislature, Executive and Judiciary are having their own  laid down 

policies and regulations.  An organised system has been developed even from British days.    

Media is the only industry which does not have any rules and regulations.  Print Media has a 

regulatory body known as Press Council of India, which does not have any teeth, when a 

media goes wrong.  It is only an advisory body. Presently more than 900 Television channels 

are functioning and they deliver the news instantaneously.  Many times, for the sake of rating, 

they indulge in spreading wrong information and creating sensation.  They have formed self-

regulatory body, which does not have any punishing authority if a complaint comes.  They 

blow up insignificant matters creating tension in the society.  Most of the TV channels in India 

take sides and are not neutral.  In a hurry, they pick up false information from the social 

media and broadcast, creating more problems.  Ultimately, no action is being taken by the 

self-control mechanism.  Even when media persons commit serious criminal offence and when 

they are booked by Police, they start crying as if ‘freedom of speech’ is being attacked.  For 

fear of such allegations, even the Government does not act on the media when they commit 

offence and follow unethical practices.  

Digital  media continues to remain as uncontrolled beast.  On the one hand, digital media is 

helpful in bringing out corruption and public grievances.  On the other hand, it is used by 

wrong persons for spreading fake news and false information for their self-interest.   Since 
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there is no regulation governing digital media, they are allowed free.  The victims are suffering 

silently. 

We have recently seen many instances of social media triggering riots in many parts of the 

country.  Even some of the traditional media journalists are taking sides and triggering the 

confusion, by providing false and fake information through social media.  When authorities 

booked them, a section of senior people started crying as if it was an assault on ‘freedom of 

speech’.  Unfortunately, in the name of freedom of speech, anti-national views are spread.   

Fake News and False Information are not freedom of speech 

In Feb 2021, Government of India wanted to regulate the digital media. They issued 

guidelines.  Immediately, it was opposed by some  media persons  alleging that it was against  

the  freedom of speech provided in the Constitution.  Some cases are also pending in Supreme 

Court. We are unable to understand for whom these activists are fighting for.  Are they fighting 

for wrong persons against the interest of genuine victims?  As already discussed, the 

cancellation of section 66(A) of IT Act itself has caused lot of difficulties to genuine women 

victims.   

Solution 

Even in the 26th National Media Conference held at Abu Road, Rajasthan many speakers 

expressed concern over the unregulated digital media.  Now, the Media industry faces lot of 

challenges. Presently it is in crossroads.  It is losing credibility for various reasons. Many 

working journalists have lost their jobs due to lack of revenue.  It is all because, Media is the 

only industry in India which remains without any rules and regulations.   

In the name of self-regulation, nothing is being done. The professionals like Doctors, 

Advocates, Dentists, Chartered Accountants, Cost Accountants and Company Secretaries are 

stable because their professions are well regulated and streamlined.  The industries like 

Banking, Telecom, Education are  also stable because of the existence of proper rules and 

regulations. 

Only the Media industry remains unstable without proper rules and regulations.  The moment, 

when we talk of regulations, a section of the media argues that it is against freedom of speech 

and they equate  it with censorship, without understanding the real purpose.  Any regulation 

does not mean censorship.  Like other industries and profession, media also needs urgently 

a proper regulation.  

Media has three aspects viz. (1) Content, (2) Carriage i.e., platform and (3) Ownership.  All 

the present laws regulate only Carriage and Ownership. There is no law in India to regulate 

the contents, particularly in digital platform.  

Form a committee  

Union  Government should form a committee under the chairmanship of a sitting or a retired 

Supreme Court Judge to formulate regulations in consultation with stakeholders.  Senior 

media professionals themselves can be part of the regulatory authority with legal statutory 

status.  Until such time, innocent victims, including women,  will continue to suffer in silence 

and wrong people will enjoy the ‘freedom of speech and expression’ . 
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Sansad Ratna Awards on World stage 

As already informed in the previous editions of PreSense, India Book of Records has 

recognised Sansad Ratna Awards and your eMagazine PreSense as ‘Record Holders’ under 

three categories.   We have three records for our initiatives. 

Now Sansad Ratna Awards is selected as one of the Top 100 Record Holders for excellence 

on WORLD STAGE 2022.  Priyadharshni Rahul, President of Sansad Ratna Awards Committee 

and Editor of PreSense received the citation and medal on 11th September 2022 in a grand 

function held at Siri Fort Auditorium, New Delhi.  Sridhar Raj (General Secretary) and Srinivas 

Gopal (Secretary) of Sansad Ratna Awards Committee were also present.   

  

Priyadharshni Rahul  receiving the 
honour 

Srinivas Gopal (Secretary), Priyadharshni 
Rahul (President) and Sridhar Raj (General 

Secretary) with citation and medal 

 

Editorials on audio podcast 

PreSense in future will bring out as an experimental measure, all the editorials in audio 

podcast format.  We have added the Editorials from July 2022 onwards in the audio podcast 

format.   You may kindly listen to them and give feedback to editor@presense.in. 

Editorial – July 2022 – Dynastic politics in Indian democracy 

https://tinyurl.com/editorial0722  
 
Editorial – August 2022 -  Political parties should respect the Institution of Political Democracy 
https://tinyurl.com/editorial0822  

 

Editorial – September 2022 – Need for Media Policy and Media Regulation 

https://tinyurl.com/editorial0922  

 

 

mailto:editor@presense.in
https://tinyurl.com/editorial0722
https://tinyurl.com/editorial0822
https://tinyurl.com/editorial0922
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Cover Story 

Significant Pada Yatras and Rath Yatras 

By Ramesh Sundaram, Consulting Editor 
 

The Congress leader Rahul Gandhi is now leading a pada yatra named Bharat Jodo Yatra from 

Kanyakumari to Kashmir (about 3570 kms) from  September 7, 2022. Rahul Gandhi says the 

motto of yatra  is to unite India and strengthen the nation. So, PreSense thought it is pertinent 

and topical to look into some important pada yatras undertaken by various leaders in the 

annals of Indian history.  

Here are some of the important Pada Yatras that impacted people: (in chronological order) 

Adhi Shankaracharya Pada Yatra    

Adhi Shankaracharya was arguably India’s first historically recorded Pada 

Yatra. The 8th Century saint travelled widely across the whole of India 

propagating Hinduism and his philosophy. He travelled to many places in 

Kerala, Kashmir, Orissa, Gujarat, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, 

along the slopes of the Himalayas, on the banks of rivers Narmada and 

Ganga and along eastern and western coasts that was instrumental in 

reviving and revitalizing Hinduism throughout India.  

Freedom Movement - Dandi March 
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Mahatma Gandhi led the historical Dandi March or Dandi Salt Satyagraha from His Sabarmati 

Ashram in Ahmedabad in Gujarat to the Coastal village of Dandi on March 12, 1930, and 

ended it after 24 days on April 6, 1930. It was a non-violent protest against the British 

monopoly on salt production by a law, which prevented Indians from producing or selling salt. 

Further they also imposed heavy tax on salt. The march covered 48 villages in 4 districts of 

Gujarat. Initially the march started with less than 100 volunteers but were joined by 

thousands enroute. Gandhiji broke the Salt Law by producing salt at the Dandi seashore. It 

was a pioneer in Civil Disobedience Movement. Wide coverage given by the press about this 

march drew world’s attention towards India’s freedom struggle. Gandhiji was arrested by 

British for alleged  illegal production of salt on May 4, 1930, and was released from prison in 

January 1931. The protest continued for more than a year and many eminent Congress 

leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru, Sarojini Naidu and thousands of volunteers were arrested and 

jailed by British. It can be said that this strong protest led to many protests like boycott of 

British clothes and buying swadeshi clothes only. 

Dharasana March 

 Dharasana salt march was an immediate follow up on 

Dandi march. The eminent Congress leaders Abbas 

Tyagi, a retired judge and Gandhiji’s wife Kasturba 

Gandhi led the first march and were arrested. Later in 

May 21, 1930, veteran Congress leaders Sarojini Naidu 

and Maulana Abul Kalam Azad led thousands of 

volunteers in the march to the salt works in Dharasana 

coastal town in Valsad in Gujarat. The participants were 

beaten up brutally and many were arrested by British police. 

Vedaranyam March 

The Dandi march impacted the whole of India. On April 

13, 1930, veteran Congress leader C Rajagopalachari, 

popularly known as Rajaji, led a salt march (photo)  in 

Madras State (now Tamil Nadu) from Trichinopoly (now 

Tiruchirappalli or Tiruchi) to coastal village of 

Vedaranyam. He along with volunteers produced salt 

directly from sea in defiance of law enforcing British 

monopoly of salt production and selling and also against 

Salt Tax. During the march Rajaji also created 

awareness among people about the swadeshi khadi 

cloth and about evils of caste discrimination. The campaign ended on 28 April 1930 when 

Rajaji and the participants were arrested. Rajaji was jailed for about six months.  

Pada Yatras – Apolitical and social causes 

Bhoodan March 

Acharya Vinoba Bhave was a close associate and a great admirer of Gandhiji. They worked 

together in Kochrab Ashram. The turning point in Vinoba Bhave’s life came when in April 1951, 

he attended Sarvodaya Conference in Shivnampalli near Hyderabad. After the conference the 

Acharya toured Telangana area where extremist activities were on the rise. When Bhave 

visited Pochampalli village on April 18, 1951, the Harijans of the area requested him to get 

them land with which they can sustain themselves. He asked the audience whether they can 

give their land as gift to Harijans. Immediately a landlord Rama Chandra Reddy announced 
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that he would gift his 100 acres. The Acharya 

announced the  first donation of land to poor. Thus, the 

Bhoodan Movement was born. Vinoba Bhave continued 

the Bhoodan march through different parts of India. 

During this Padayatra he covered a distance of nearly 

37,000 miles and collected nearly 100 million acres as 

donation and gifted them to landless poor. He followed 

it with march for Gramdan movement and received 

more than 1.50 lakh villages as donations. Thus, 

Acharya Vinoba Bhave through his march galvanised 

the whole of India. This Bhoodan march was one of the 

watersheds in Indian history.  

Pada Yatras by Bahuguna 

Sunderlal Bahuguna, one of the great icons of India, is the founder of the Chipko movement, 

which fought against deforestation of Himalayas. He 

conducted many pada yatras and powerfully conveyed 

the message of saving The Himalayas. Between 1970 

and 1980 he did more than twelve pada yatras in this 

regard including nearly 5000 km march from Kashmir 

to Kohima. His pada yatras had great impact and made 

the Government to announce a ban on commercial 

felling of trees in higher altitudes of the Himalayas. His 

Chipko movement held unique protests, people hugged 

trees to prevent felling of trees. Bahuguna also did pada 

yatra and campaigned strongly against Bedthi 

Hydroelectric project in Karnataka which would have caused great ecological and 

environmental disaster. This made the Government to scrap the project itself. He further did 

pada yatra across south India promoting ecology conservation and saving biodiversity of 

Western Ghats. 

Tri-Nation Ahimsa Yatra 

 Jain Acharya Mahashramanji led a Tri-Nation Ahimsa Yatra 

from Red Fort in Delhi in 2014 across three countries and 19 

States covering over 50,000 km to spread the message of 

peace and non-violence. He ended the march on 27th March 

2022. 

Rally for revitalizing of rivers 

Sadguru Jaggi Vasudev led a motorcycle rally from Kanyakumari to 

Kashmir on September 3, 2017, traversing 16 States and 7000 kms.  

During the rally he conducted around 180 public events propagating 

the ways to  revitalise the dying  rivers of India.  

In the photo he is leading Cauvery Calling rally. 
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Political Pada Yatras - YS Rajasekhara Reddy Pada Yatra 

Dr. Y S Rajasekhara Reddy led a Pada Yatra in Andhra Pradesh 

on April 9, 2003 (photo). He  walked 1500 kms covering           

10 districts  in 60 days to highlight the drought problem in the 

State and ruling Telugu Desam Party’s alleged apathy towards 

agriculturists. This led to revival of Congress in AP and the 

party won the consequent Assembly elections. 

Similarly, his son Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy launched a               

340-day,3650-km Praja Sankalp Pada Yatra across 13 districts 

in Andhra Pradesh against the ruling party on November 6, 2017. He also won the subsequent 

AP Assembly elections astoundingly. 

Bharat Yatra by  Chandra Shekhar 

 Janata Dal leader and former Prime Minster Chandra 

Shekhar undertook Pada Yatra from Kanyakumari to 

Delhi named Bharat Yatra from January 6, 1983, to June 

25, 1983, covering about 4300 kms. The purpose was 

to highlight problems in rural areas and eliminate social 

inequalities and also to mingle with people and 

understand their problems firsthand. 

 

Rath Yatra by N T Ramarao 

Actor and founder of Telugu Desam Party, N.T. Rama Rao, did a Rath Yatra 

termed as Chaitanya Rath Yatra in !982.  He travelled 40,000 kms across 

Andhra Pradesh in nine months and ended in January 1983.  

This Yatra has been entered in Guinness Book Records too. NTR’s Rath Yatra 

led to his Telugu Desam Party winning Assembly elections in AP. 

Rath Yatra by L K Advani 

Bharatiya Janata Party leader LK Advani conducted a 

Rath Yatra on September 25, 1990, from Somnath to 

Ayodhya to press for construction of Ram Temple in 

disputed Babri masjid premises, alleging that the masjid 

was built after demolishing Ram Temple in the place. He 

planned to traverse across 23 States but was arrested 

midway on October 23, 1990. This led to BJP 

withdrawing support to VP Singh government at the 

Centre.  

Traditionally, India has believed in undertaking Pada Yatras to spread some message or to 

create awareness of something significant. Even the ancient Rishis were continuously on yatra 

to meet the people. In the modern days also, these pada yatras and rath yatras have yielded 

significant results, if they are undertaken seriously.  
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National Media Conference emphasizes on generating positivity 

 

National Media Conference 2022 was held at Shantivan, Abu Road, Rajasthan organised by 

Media Wing of Brahmakumaris, one of the leading spiritual organisations.  The Conference 

was held for three days from 29th August 2022.  Around 1800 professionals representing print, 

electronic, digital media, public relations, advertisement, academicians and other 

communication professionals across all the States and Nepal effectively participated. The 

theme of the Conference was “Solution-based Media towards prosperous Bharat”. Many 

eminent editors and professionals shared their views. An Action Plan and Resolution were 

passed at the end of the Conference.   PreSense shares some of the important presentations 

for the benefit of readers. 

 

Dr Sanjay Dwivedi, Director General, Indian Institute of Mass Communication, New 

Delhi 

 

I believe that the transformation has started. Transformation will happen; no 

one will be able to stop it. The time right now is difficult so the transformation 

needs to be expedited. 

Does the mainstream media these days command the same respect as it did 

earlier? A report KPMG talks about how digital media will progress by 2030. 

It says, in 2019 the digital media grew by 13%.  Digital media is now the 

prime media. The traditional media is scared because of this rapid growth. Today 99 percent 

of the breaking news comes from social media. This has led to chaos. The government 

machinery feels troubled. The society is in two minds, what to believe and what not to believe. 

 

Lots of Youtubers have sprung up. Earlier it was controlled media where there used to be an 

editor and a reporter. The news published used to come to you after a process. So, there was 

a responsibility. Today, it is not news, it is information. The two are different. News is when 

it is processed. News is when it has a filter and has undergone a process. Information is 

something that can be given by anyone.   
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I would humbly request you to not consider social media content as the news. Be careful 

about what you believe in. Please watch his speech in full (Hindi speech) 

 

https://youtu.be/RyI6idpokBM 

 

Prime Point Srinivasan, Mg. Editor of PreSense and Founder Chairman of Digital 

Journalists Association of India (DiJAI) 

 

Brevity is going to be the modern mantra for journalists in future.  Main 

problem with the media journalists is that they do not want to change.  

They still believe that old systems will continue forever.  With the growing 

technology and new class of consumers, all journalists need to learn new 

trend.  Today, we find YouTube channels are posing great challenge to 

mainline channels. 

 

For several decades, the question of how to balance between commercial interest and the 

social responsibility is being asked.  Now the trends, reading style, way of communication is 

changing.  Still the question remains.  Media is facing different types of challenges now to 

become socially responsible with good revenue. Print media is struggling for survival due to 

lack of advertisements.  Digital media is posing a threat. Lot of retrenchment is going on in 

print media. 

 

Media cannot compromise commercial interest, as they have to pay salary to employees.  Like 

corporates, media should also adopt CSR policy. Secondly, the digital media should re-

package the contents, to suit the new trends of readers.  Thirdly, the internet media remains 

an unregulated beast. Government should immediately discuss with all stakeholders and bring 

out a media policy and regulation.  Media persons should not consider any regulation as an 

infringement on the freedom of expression.  

 

Please watch the full speech 

https://youtu.be/ulbcq1M1O74 

 

MB Jayaram, Founder and Chairman Emeritus, Public Relations Council of India 

(PRCI). Bengaluru 

 

Media plays an important role in democracy. Media triggers public policy.  

Media creates impact on Governance, economy and social changes.   

Independent media can expose corruption for good governance. Also, by 

providing proper information, media can help the Government to formulate 

economic policies. Also, media plays significant role in social changes.  Media 

has created positive changes in the society in all areas, including health and 

environment.  Now social networks have become legitimate communication 

tools. Notwithstanding the past, now media is facing the challenge of credibility.  As PR 

professionals we will join hands with media to develop Bharath. 

 

Please watch the full speech 

HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/DB0-NNIRZ4I  
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Y Babji, Secretary General, Public Relations Society of India, Hyderabad  

 

Public Relations (PR) is a daily application of common sense, common courtesy and etiquette. 

It is an art and science of maintaining relationships. Public Relations is a 

profession based on truth, ethics, morals and values. PR has concern 

towards the organization and its public as the task is giving out the right 

kind of information and seeking favourable public opinion. PR is always 

concerned about the information that emanates from mainstream media, 

social media platforms and citizen journalism. PR worries about the causes 

and effects of information pollution. Its concern increases during crisis 

situations – natural or manmade – and sets out to divulge truth and facts, quickly and 

completely. 

PR is involved in discharging the Corporate Social Responsibility of the organisations. As this 

is an exercise of giving back to the Society, not just as a gesture of charity but as a 

responsibility, it needs both sympathy and empathy. 

 

Public Relations Professionals should focus their attention on the Golden Triangle i.e., 

Professionalism, Ethics and Spirituality as their framework to be more concerned and 

compassionate in discharge of their duties. 

 

Please watch the full speech: 

https://youtu.be/0EFkNDssUNc  

 

Suparna Gangal, International Video Journalist and documentary film maker, Pune 

 

Ms. Suparna gave a couple of examples to illustrate how she thinks one can 

contribute as a media person to re-establish the golden age Bharat. The first 

example that she shared was about a story that she had pitched but was not 

commissioned. The subject matter and the character of the story made such 

an impact on her that she put aside the disappointment of the story not 

getting commissioned and yet made sure that she contributed to the cause. 

She therefore expressed that it is important to look beyond the story.  

 

Another pertinent point that she made by sharing another example was that of a story on a 

grandma. This story was commissioned and went viral but more importantly the wise words 

of the old lady made a personal impact on her and the reason she could get such a reaction 

from the granny was because she had established a personal connection with her. Suparna 

further added, that using technology was essential in today's age but at the same time having 

a personal connect by establishing a one-to-one contact with the character of the story goes 

a long way in making you a better person and therefore a better storyteller. 

 

Please watch the full speech 

https://youtu.be/wcO47NDdoQ4  

 

Action Plan and Resolution  

During the valedictory function Sister B K Sarala, National Coordinator of the 

Media Wing based at Hyderabad presented the 7-point Action Plan and 

Resolution.  This resolution included appeal to media to generate positivity 

among people to develop communal harmony and work towards making 

Bharath as Vishwa Guru. The resolution also included appeal to the Government 

of India to initiate a discussion with all stakeholders for creating a new media 

policy and regulations.   

about:blank
about:blank


 

 

13 

All the resolutions were seconded by Prime Point Srinivasan, Founder and Chairman of Digital 

Journalists Association of India (DiJAI) and Y Babji, Secretary General of Public Relations 

Society of India. 

Please watch the full video of the Resolution 

https://youtu.be/Uck1LZFG_NU  

The complete proceedings of the Conference can be watched in the Media Wing Channel  

(YouTube) 

https://www.youtube.com/c/BKMediaWing/videos  

Exclusive interview with Rajayogi B K Karuna 

Media Industry Needs Rules and Regulations – B K Karuna 

In an exclusive conversation with Prime Point 

Srinivasan, Mg. Editor of PreSense, Rajayogi 

B K Karuna, Chairperson of Media Wing of 

Brahmakumaris emphasized the need for 

rules and regulations for the media industry, 

in the light of the technological growth.  He 

felt that that media in India is taking sides 

and partial.  He wanted the media to work for 

the welfare of the people. Excerpts: 

Now that you have successfully 

completed 26th National Media 

Conference at Abu Road, can you say 

something about the conference. How 

many people attended? 

Every year, we used to conduct two 

conferences for media persons. Due to 

corona, we did not conduct any conference 

for three years.  This year, we are organising 

only one conference.  More than 1800 media 

persons from all over India and Nepal 

participated. Everybody enjoyed this 

conference, as they were away from the 

routine media tension.  They got energized 

well and they will go back with more energy 

to do  their best.  During these days, all the media persons had sufficient time to discuss 

about what they were doing and what they should do in future.  During the conference, we 

wanted that the media should guide all the other pillars of democracy to create a vibrant 

Bharath.   Our Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi always want that India should become the 

‘Vishwa Guru’ of the world.  We believe that this starts from self.   
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After the Media Conference, you have passed certain resolutions.  Can you briefly 

mention about them? 

We wanted to create an awareness among media persons that we are moving towards 

destruction due to conflicts.  We want to create awareness about Vasudhaiva Kudumbakam, 

which means that the entire world is one family.  We want all people should follow three 

principles (1) we are all children of God, (2) we all belong to one family and (3) we all play 

our part in the world, which is called ‘karma’ or action. We need to do only positive things, 

which can give happiness to others, which we will also get back in return. We call this year as 

‘Karuna and Daya’’ for practice.  These are all the resolutions we passed. 

We see lot of changes in the technology.  5G is also coming shortly.  How do you see 

the future of Media in 5 to 10 years? 

Originally, we passed on the knowledge from one person to another person.  Slowly it changed 

as Teacher and many Students.  Thousands of centers got opened.  Now digital world has 

started.  Now, people realise that they can reach any number of people across the world 

through Internet.  However, we started preferring eye contact.  But now new technologies 

like holography, 3D and 4D etc.  provide realistic environment. 5G is also coming up now in 

India.  The digital connectivity is fast reaching villages through fibre optics.  5G will be through 

land that is fibre optics.  This will save lot of money and avoid using satellite.  Digital facility 

has changed the way of communication.  Now all the information is available on the internet.  

For example, all the court  judgments are available in our own mobile.  Information is available 

on  palm.  Though our organisation is an international one, we feel that we are together , due 

to digital tools. Because of digital, media is able to transmit the news  immediately.  Recently, 

during cloud burst, many lives were saved due to quick digital communication. Artificial 

intelligence and robots are also playing significant role.  Digital is going to change the world. 

Now print media is suffering.  Digital media is growing.   Media is the only industry 

without any policy and regulations.  Do you suggest Media Policy in the new 

environment.  You have even included it in your resolutions. 

Media is always considered as the fourth pillar in the governance of any country.   Still Media 

does not have proper accreditation  or recognition like other three pillars viz. Legislature, 

Executive and Judiciary.  In view of this, Media always does what they want.  Media is also 

blamed for being partial and taking sides. Media freedom provided in the Constitution is also 

not respected. Media industry also should have rules and regulations like other industries. 

Media should assure that they are not partial and they are working for the welfare of the 

people and the country.   

Any final message to media persons? 

Media should work for the welfare of the world keeping in mind ‘Vasudhaiva Kudumbakam’  

and ‘Sarve Jana Sukhino Bhavanthu’.  The whole world belongs to one God, who has given us 

the most beautiful world.  We should bring back the original world that God has given to us.   

Please watch his full interview 

https://youtu.be/GT5VVZFynq8  
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Guest Column 

OTT Platform Emerges as the Next Generation Content 

Provider 
  
By Sukruti Narayanan,  Director, MeTV, Australia 

 

What is an OTT Platform? 

Over-the-top platform (OTT)  is a platform that gives the users a variety of options to stream 

the video content in various devices in comparison with the dedicated devices like cable 

operators, satellite channels that are fixed only to TV or movies that can be watched only in 

theatres. 

OTT bypasses the cable and broadcasting platforms which traditionally act as a controller for 

video broadcasting by using the internet.  

This ease of use in various electronic devices like phone, tablets, TV, projectors and firesticks 

and the wide variety of content the user can pick from, has made the OTT platforms very 

popular. 

When was it started? 

The term OTT was heard in India through BigFlix, a creation of Reliance in the year 2008. It 

took nearly a decade for the OTT space to rule the media industry. Between 2008 and 2016, 

the OTT platform was in its experimental phase telecasting IPL games and operating in a 

hybrid model giving access to both live TV and on-demand content. 

Having the flexibility and the only factor that is required to access the content being high 

speed reliable internet, OTT has become the go to option to consume desired content. 
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What are the available Revenue Models ? 

India's OTT market is at $3 Billion for 2022 and is expected to more than double and reach 

over $7 billion by 2027. 

the common revenue models adopted by these money-making giants are : 

• SVOD - Subscription Video on Demand, where users pay a monthly subscription fee 

• AVOD - Advertising Video on Demand, where users don’t pay a subscription fee 

rather, they watch Advertisements in the middle of the video similar to the TV 

commercials aired in satellite channels. 

• Hybrid - This is a combination of both SVOD & AVOD where the user is charged a 

minimum subscription fee and also watches limited ads. Law of averages works best 

in this model. 

• 4.TVOD - Transaction Video on Demand works in a "Pay per view" model where the 

users pay money to watch a particular content which works similar to purchasing 

tickets in a movie theatre to watch the film. 

 

Apart from placing content in the OTT platforms, the players have started producing their 

original content which is becoming huge hit in the market and making great money. 

What are the disadvantages? 

The OTT platform has broken language barriers and given users the freedom to watch 

International content as well as a huge gold mine for content creators to create more originals 

in their own language without having to compromise the depth in emotions or the gravity of 

feelings that is contained in their native languages. 

Though we speak about various positives, nothing can be so good to be true in this world. 

Even OTT is not an exception and comes with its own set of limitations: 

• For the people who don't have a stable internet connection, enjoying the content in 

OTT platforms is a challenge. 

• For the very same reason that the OTT platform is celebrated for - the unlimited choice 

of content, OTT platforms become addictive to users who spend a very significant 

amount of time in watching content which affects their productivity, makes them 

sedentary resulting in lifestyle disorders and posture and eye strains. 

• Also, binge watching, a term referred to prolonged watching of content has resulted in 

poorer sleep quality as a result leading to fatigue, insomnia, productivity issues, on 

ongoing prolonged exposure to TV. 

• There is a negative impact in confidence levels when one misses out the popular series 

being discussed by all. The FOMO - Fear of Missing Out is another reason giving peer 

pressure and anxiety to people which has made watching content less enjoyable than 

before. 

• Cyber attackers find it easy to collect personal information and bank details of users 

who are not using trusted platforms. Security is a major issue if the user is not vigilant. 

• OTT platforms operate independently and are not following governmental policies.  The 

lack of censorship and the fact that anyone can watch any content makes it a bit  
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While we mentioned a whole heap of disadvantages first, it will be interesting for the readers 

to note the possible benefits out of the platform too. 

• With the exposure to global content, users from around the globe develop respect 

and tolerance towards other cultures and languages. There is harmony among global 

communities which definitely drives greater collaborations and higher positive 

outcomes. 

• People have started learning various languages making them multilingual, a very 

important skill for survival in travel and also, a brain activator helping reverse brain 

age and Alzheimer. 

• The creativity knows no bounds and the OTT platform has helped thousands of 

content creators to express their writings and their imaginations at the finest 

possible levels. 

• Youngsters have started pursuing content creation and the creative arts as their 

mainstream profession with confidence thanks to the advent of the Internet, which 

was not the case a decade ago. 

• With great novels being cinematographed and released in OTT platforms as episodes, 

the OTT has instilled hope in many writers to pursue their career in creative writing. 

 

According to SBI Research, the over-the-top or OTT market is expected to reach Rs 11,944 

crore by 2023, up from Rs 2,590 crore in 2018, logging in a compound annual growth of 36 

per cent . While every single thing comes with its own pros and cons, it’s up to the users to 

be wise in choosing what's best for one and being mindful is the only way out of any problems 

that may arise. 

What is required to start an OTT Platform? 

Everything starts with a plan and a clear roadmap on what the platform will contain. 

• The content is the King and the OTT platform needs to have specific genres so that 

the viewers know what to expect from it. 

• The crucial part is deciding the right OTT platform provider. The role of the provider 

is to host live and on-demand content that is broadcast over the internet. 

• Selecting the monetization methods will define how the users view the content from 

the platform. 

• Marketing and promotion are the key to making the OTT platform known. 

• Social media integrations and User Interface (UI) to help easy navigation followed by 

the data analytics is the major scale up activity. 

 

Being the diverse culture that it is, and also possessing a large crowd that is eager for 

entertainment, there are approximately 40 OTT platforms in India. 

(The author of this article Sukruti Narayanan, based at Sydney, Australia is a Director in 

charge of Public Relations and Business growth in the leading OTT platforms MeTV and 

MeWorld.  She is an engineer with specialisation in Robotics.  She is the Student Board leader 

at Legal professions Admission Board, Australia.  She is the Country Chair of Start-up 

ecosystem of G100 – Mission million, an initiative of Women Economic Forum.) 
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Freedom Fighters of India 

 

Veerangana   Jhalkari Bai 

 
By C. Badri, Consulting Editor 

 India is an incredible country. The 

country had produced great Rishis, 

Saints, Religious Gurus, Emperors and 

Kings and produced a great culture since 

the evolution of mankind. The country 

also produced incredible number of 

freedom fighters from all sections of the 

society including from the dalit 

community. Jhalkari Bai is one such 

brave and valiant freedom fighter who 

not only made the dalit community proud 

but also the comity of freedom fighters. 

A remarkable freedom fighter during the 

Rebellion of 1857 she was one 

woman driven by sheer fortitude and 

courage and was able to strike terror to 

the British army and leave behind a rich 

legacy for the future freedom fighters to 

emulate. The remarkably interesting 

factor is that Jhalkari Bai had close 

resemblance to the legendry woman 

freedom fighter Rani Lakshmi Bai. 

Jhalkari Bai was born on November 22, 1830, to Sadoba Singh and Jamuna Devi in a village 

called Bhojla near Jhansi. She was the only child of the couple. When Jhalkari was young her 

mother passed away and so she was raised by her father as a single parent. The family 

belonged to Kori caste. Kori was a dalit community which was oppressed. Though the family 

was poor and as such she could not continue her schooling and peruse her formal education 
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she had an opportunity to gain experience in wielding of weapons and horse riding at an early 

age. 

Jhalkari grew up as a very brave girl right from her younger days. Stories of her bravery is 

remembered in the various neighbourhoods in Jhansi even today. When she was young some 

dacoits tried to raid the house of a businessperson living in the village. Jhalkari foiled their 

attempts single-handedly, drove them away and saved the businessman. Also, when a tiger 

attacked her when she was passing through a jungle she killed the tiger with an axe all alone.  

She displayed extraordinary bravery from her early age itself without any fear or 

apprehensions. 

Jhalkari’s betrothal took place with Puran Singh who was a soldier in the Rani Jhansi’s army. 

Puran Singh was a soldier of great calibre and his skills were quickly recognized by the 

Generals in the Army. During Gauri Puja, Jhalkari happened to go to the fort along with some 

women from the village. It was there that the legendary Lakshmi Bai spotted her and she was 

taken by surprise the uncanny resemblance of her with Jhalkari. She made inquiries 

immediately and came to know about the bravery acts of Jhalkari Bai. Jhalkari Bai was 

thereafter  quickly inducted into the women’s wing of the Lakshmi Bai’s army. She was trained 

to shoot and ignite cannons since Lakshmi Bai’s army was preparing for British invasion at 

that time. 

The Mutiny of Sepoys on May 10, 1857, in Meerut gave rise to a number of rebellions by the 

revolutionaries across North and Central India. It was considered as the first war of Indian 

independence. Jhansi headed by Rani Lakshmi Bai played a pivotal role in the revolution and 

struggle for independence from the British raj. Rani Laxmibai spearheaded the rebellion and 

bravely took on the British forces. 

Field Marshal Hugh Henry Rose of the British army in 1858, laid a seize of Jhansi to put an 

end to the mutiny. It has been well documented in history books that the brave queen took 

on the British forces from her fort with just an army of 4,000. She could have held on to the 

fort for long but she was betrayed by one of her own commanders making her defeat 

imminent. Counselled by her Generals to escape immediately, Laxmibai quietly slipped away 

from Jhansi on horseback. 

 That was the moment for Jhalkari and she sprung to action and exhibited an extraordinary 

bravery and commitment to Rani Lakshmi Bai. Without hesitating and notwithstanding the 

danger she disguised herself as the Rani Lakshmi Bai and went to the battlefield and took 

complete command of the army. She thereafter bravely walked to Field Marshal Hugh Henry 

Rose’s camp. Upon reaching, she loudly yelled that she wanted a meeting with the General 

himself. This plan was both to keep the enemy forces at bay and also give the queen more 

time to evade capture and reassemble with renewed force to attack the British. 

Jhalkari Bai’s resemblance to Rani Lakshmi Bai completely confused the British army. 

According to Bundelkhand legend, when Field Marshal Hugh Henry Rose mistaking her to Rani 

Lakshmi Bai asked her what punishment should be given to her. Jhalkari Bai without any 

hesitation said that even she could be hanged to death. Field Marshal Hugh Henry Rose was 

taken aback as he never expected such a response from the captured Jhalkari Bai. It is 

reported that he remarked if even one percent of the women in India were to be like her the 

British would have left the country long ago. It was only a day later, when a man named Dulha 

Joo identified Jhalkari, that the British learned of the deception. There is some confusion 

regarding her death. Some accounts place the year of her death as in 1890 and some reports 

indicate that she was hanged to death by the British.. 
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President Ramnath Kovind unveiled the statue of Jhalkari Bai at Guru Tegh Bahadur Complex 

in Bhopal on 10 November 2017. Jhalkari Bai 

memorial park was established in Lalbagh, 

Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh. A small park had been 

established in Jhansi where the statue of Jhalkari 

Bai was installed. In 2001 a postal stamp was 

released to honour Jhalkari Bai by the 

Government of India. There is a statue of 

Jhalkari Bai established in her honour in Gwalior 

who bravely defended her people and her 

country. 

Our Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his address 

at Rashtra Raksha Samarpan Parv in Jhansi, 

Uttar Pradesh on 19th November,2021 

mentioned about Jhalkari Bai. “This land has 

also been a witness to the bravery and 

military prowess of Veerangana Jhalkari 

Bai, who was an integral ally of Rani 

Laxmibai. I also pay my respectful 

obeisance at the feet of that immortal 

heroine of the freedom struggle of 1857. “ 

Jhalkari’s had been ignored in the history books 

for an exceptionally long time. However, in 

recent times there has been a concerted effort by historians to highlight the story of this 

incredible dalit Veerangana and other forgotten and neglected freedom fighters of India. 

 

Two eBooks to be released on 5th October 2022 

In the PreSense  Speaks series, two more  eBooks 

will be released on Vijayadasami Day (5th October 

2022) through Zoom in the presence of invited 

audience.  The first eBook will be the compilation 

of all cover stories published in 2020 (compiled 

by Priyadharshni Rahul, Editor) and the second 

one will be the compilation of all cover stories 

published in 2021 (compiled by Ramesh 

Sundaram, Consulting Editor).   

Shri Dhananjay Mahadik,  Hon’ble Rajya Sabha 

MP will be the Chief Guest and release the eBooks 

online from Kolhapur.  Shri T S Krishnamurthy, Former Chief Election Commissioner of India 

will preside.  These will be 23rd and 24th publication from Prime Point Foundation. 

These two ebooks may be downloaded from 6th October 2022 onwards from our site 

www,presense.in .  
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