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From the Desk of Editor-in-Chief 
   
We are pleased to release the 103rd (Sep 

2015) edition of ezine PreSense.   In the 

recent weeks, some of our 

Indian sports persons have 

shown extraordinary 

performance at the 

international level.  Our 

Cover Story deals with the 

emerging Indian sports.   

 

Recently, the West Bengal Government 

de-classified 64 Netaji files.  There is a 

demand for de-classifying the files with 

the Indian Government too.  This has 

triggered a controversy over the death of 

Netaji.  We have elaborately dealt about 

this under our Controversy Section. 

 

One of our Editorial Team Members, Dr 

Jagannathan has now joined a medical 

course at the age of 65.  We have 

included an interesting article on his 

enthusiasm. 

 

We hope our readers will enjoy this 

edition.  Please send us your feedback and 

suggestions. 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

WhatsApp is a great tool for easy and quick communication with individuals 
and groups.  But this tool is turning out to be a 'nuisance' for many. Any 

WhatsApp member can add another member to a group without consent. 
When people add the names of their acquaintances to a group or overload 
with WhatsApp messages, the receiver could get vexed over it. 

 
There are instances when over-enthusiastic senders frequently transmit large 
files of audio and video messages to a multitude of people, without thinking 
whether such messages were of any interest or worth to the receivers.  Huge 

video files are sent without a brief about the contents of the video.  If the 
receiver has not suitably configured the WhatsApp settings, these videos 

would get downloaded automatically onto the mobile phone. The receiver 
thus unwittingly pays for the bandwidth used for downloading these videos. 

 
WhatsApp users should realise and be conscious of WhatsApp etiquette. The 

senders should exercise the basic courtesy of sending only those messages 
that would be relevant to the intended receiver. In the case of large video or 
audio files, the sender could upload the file on YouTube and share the 

YouTube link.  WhatsApp users should understand that when they 
send large video and audio files to others, the receiver would have to 
pay for the bandwidth used for downloading the message that he 

might not be interested in. The receiver might not express dissent 
because of cordial relations existing with the sender. It is therefore important 
that WhatsApp users are sensitised about this, and exercise caution and care 

when sending unwanted and irrelevant messages to others.  
 



 

 

3 

Cover Story 
 

India in International Alternative Sports 
 

Emerging Sports 

 

It was on 11th of September 2015 that 42-

year-old Leander Paes won his 9th Grand Slam 

Mixed Doubles Title. And he did this in style at 

an age when most international tennis players 

join the veterans on the stands after 

retirement, to watch younger players take to 

the international court. With this win, Paes is 

just short by one win from the world record of 

10 Grand Slam Mixed Doubles Titles, held by 

Martina Navratilova of USA. A day earlier, 

another Indian tennis player, Sania Mirza lifted 

the Women’s Doubles US Open Title. Later in 

the month, she lifted another international 

Women’s Cup in a doubles’ match in 

Guangzhou, China. In August 2015, India’s 

Saina Nehwal became the first Indian woman 

player to rank World No.1 in badminton. 

 

In the midst of the cricketing frenzy that India had got used to, in the past few decades, it 

was refreshing to find India in the top international news in sports other than cricket. India 

has been occasionally witnessing such outstanding achievements by Indian sportspersons at 

the international stage. However, in a country of an ever-growing population reaching the 

current 1.25 billion (125 crore) people, the extent to which Indian sportspersons could 

make a mark in international competitions is dismal. India has the fewest gold medals per 

capita in international sports. There was a time in the early 20th century when India was in a 

formidable position in the game of hockey. However, the country could not hold on to this 

credit, in spite of hockey being the national sport. This brings to attention the issue of the 

emerging sports in India. 

 

Plight of Aspiring Sportspersons in India 

 

As Mr Atul Singh, Chairman of CII Committee on Sports, aptly put it, “Intrinsically, the 

importance of sports is in promoting a healthy lifestyle, creating a culture of sportsmanship 

and team spirit and in the overall development of an individual. To a nation, promoting 

sports brings in the spirit of the game, national pride, social inclusiveness and of course 

employment opportunities.” 

 

Indian history recognises several world achievers that India has produced, along with Paes, 

Mirza and Nehwal, in alternative sports. These include Dhyan Chand  and Balbir Singh 

(hockey), Prakash Padukone (badminton), Milkha Singh (athletics), Geet Sethi (billiards), 

Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore, Abhinav Bindra and Gagan Manoj (shooting), Sushil Kumar 

and Yogeshwar Dutt (wrestling), Karnam Malleswari (weightlifting), P.T. Usha and Shiney 

Wilson (athletics) and Mary Kom (boxing), to name a few. However, the humbling 

knowledge is that these achievers were able to reach these heights with little or no state 

support all the way. The state sports councils have been constantly accused, not without 



 

 

4 

basis, of red-tapism, bureaucracy and apathy to the plight of aspiring sportspersons in 

India.  

 

In stark contrast, in a country like China which also boasts of a large population, its state 

outfits identify talent at an early age and nurture it. This system ensures a greater 

likelihood of producing first-rate athletes. The result is that China is able to produce a dozen 

women who strike a badminton shuttle about as well as Saina Nehwal, India's best woman 

shuttler so far. 

 

India has traditionally performed better in the Commonwealth Games and Asian Games 

than in the Olympics and has managed to rank among the top nations in those games. This 

may be attributed to the fact that less countries participate in these games than in the 

Olympics and some of the top Olympic nations, such as the United States, People’s Republic 

of China (not part of the Commonwealth but takes part in the Asian Games), Russia, 

Germany and France do not participate in these games. 

 

New Trends 

 

In this backdrop, there have been some recent developments in the country’s sports 

environment that look encouraging and 

provide optimism for Indian sports. After 

severe criticism about the hype and 

exaggerated status given to cricket at the 

cost of other sports, celebrities, corporates 

and veteran players have been initiating 

programmes that provide consistent and 

sustained support in the form of 

sponsorship  as well as infrastructure facilities, to enable aspiring sports achievers to 

develop into world-class sportspersons. Even though it is too early to witness the outcome 

of these efforts, it is encouraging to see this trend taking over Sports India. 

 

The Tata Group of companies has a history of nurturing sports, especially in the disciplines 

of football and archery. It has since teamed up with former badminton champion, Prakash 

Padukone to sponsor his badminton academy in Bangalore, thus expanding its ambit in the 

promotion of sports. 

 

Nita Ambani of the Reliance Group, as founder Chairperson of Football Sports Development, 

is promoting the sport with the support of celebrities and veteran sportspersons. Another 

interesting development is the association of the English Premier League giants, the 

Manchester United (MU) and the Youth Football International (YFI) with Apollo Tyres to 

nurture young football talents in India. Six children are to be selected based on their skills 

and offered a 1-year scholarship programme for their training. This includes a week-long 

residential training in the MU academy in the United Kingdom. 

 

Another venture is the Olympic Gold Quest (OGQ), which has such veterans as Prakash 

Padukone, Leander Paes and Geet Sethi on its board. OGQ supports aspiring and promising 

young sportspersons with training and funding.  

 

Corporates are turning towards sports in their CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility) drive. 

For example, the International Management Group (IMG) has teamed up with the Reliance 

group of companies, to develop and groom young talent in football in India. The PRO 

Kabaddi League (PKL) is a professional league started in 2014 in India, based on the format 

of the popular Cricket Leagues, to promote the traditional sport among Indians. 

There have been some recent 
developments in the country’s sports 

environment that look encouraging 
and provide optimism for Indian 

sports. 
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New Academies for Sports 

 

Several sportspersons from various disciplines such as tennis, badminton and football have 

established academies to train upcoming players. Some of these academies are the 

Britannia Amritraj Academy, the Bhupathi Tennis Academy, the Gopichand Badminton 

Academy (GBA), the Prakash Padukone Badminton Academy (PPBA) and the Baichung 

Bhutia Football Schools (BBFS). These academies are mostly managed by players who have 

been successful at the international level. Such academies serve as important avenues for 

players to share their knowledge and experience with potential young players. These 

experienced sportsmen also understand the lacunae in the system. As a result, these 

academies have been able to work around limitations and produce some impressive results, 

such as Tintu Luka who won a bronze medal at the Asian Games 2010 and is a product of 

the Usha School of Athletics, tennis players, Leander Paes and Rohit Rajpal who had trained 

at the Britannia Amritraj Academy, and Saina Nehwal who trains at GBA. 

 

Need of the Hour 

 

The need of the hour is a holistic, system-driven set-up at the state level to create an 

environment where potential sports talent can be tapped and nurtured to create 

international achievers. There are several factors that need to be considered for successful 

implementation of such a system. These include: 

 

 professional and transparent governance at the sports councils of the country, 

 dedicated scouting for and identifying potential sports talent in the country, 

 proper and quality infrastructure and sports equipment facilities for the sportspersons, 

 leagues and tournaments at the state, national and international levels to provide these 

talents the opportunity to compete and hone the skills, and 

 consistent performance incentives, and assurances in the form of financial security to 

enable these sportspersons to concentrate on performance without having to worry 

about alternative means of livelihood. 

 

India is slowly but surely moving in this direction but vigilant and watchful governance and 

monitoring is necessary to take it to its logical result of producing world-class 

sportspersons, not just participating at international competitions but also performing by 

winning championships and medals for India. 

 

By Susan Koshy, Editor 
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Controversy 
 

Netaji Files to Re-write History - West Bengal Government 
Declassifies 64 'Netaji Files' 

 

In an historic event, Mamta Banerjee, Chief Minister of West 

Bengal, declassified 64 files (12,744 pages) relating to Netaji 

Subhas Chandra Bose, in the possession of her Government. 

 Although it is regarded a political 'master stroke' by Mamta, the 

Central Government is put in embarrassment.  It is estimated 

that around 60,000 pages of 'Netaji Files' are classified.  It is 

also reported that 41 files are with the Prime Minister's Office; 

27 files are with Ministry of External Affairs and 77 files are with 

Intelligence Bureau of the Government of India.  While the 

family members of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose have been 

pressurising the Indian Government to declassify all 'Netaji 

Files', in August 2015, the Indian Government had decided not 

to declassify the files, as they considered it might hamper the 

relationship with some foreign countries.  Netaji admirers and 

family members questioned how foreign relationship could be 

hampered by the declassification.  In this background, Mamta's decision to release the 64 

files in the custody of West Bengal Government, assumes serious significance. 

 

Netaji's Death and the Mystery 

 

In 1945, a news item appeared in a Japanese paper that 

Netaji lost his life in an air crash on 18th August 1945. 

Netaji's death itself is one of the most controversial issues 

debated since 1945.  Netaji’s admirers accuse Nehru of 

undermining the importance of Netaji in India’s freedom 

movement, as Nehru and Netaji were in opposite camps. 

 The declassified files bring out earlier undisclosed 

documents to conclude that Netaji was alive in 1949.  

 

Netaji's Family Snooped Even After Independence 

 

Some of the documents disclose that the Central Government was snooping around Netaji's 

family members till 1971 and intercepting their mail through the Post Office.  Netaji 

followers state that the Indian National Army (INA) members who fought against the British 

under the leadership of Netaji are not recognised for pension or privileges as freedom 

fighters.  Although Gandhi and Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose differed in their approach 

towards the freedom struggle, no one can underestimate the contribution made by Netaji 

Subhas Chandra Bose in getting the British Government to decide to grant freedom to India. 

The Bengalis had felt hurt when Netaji was sidelined by the Nehru Government, and Netaji’s 

family members were snooped by the Intelligence agencies.  The death of Netaji, and the 

reasons for snooping around Netaji family members till 1971, even decades after India 

getting freedom, remain a mystery. 

 

The Soviet Union, which was in existence when Netaji was reported dead in 1945, is now 

totally disintegrated. The Labour Party which was in power then, is not in power now in 

England. Hence, some of the political parties and Netaji’s followers question the wisdom of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra 

Bose 

Japan Paper dated 23 Aug 1945 
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the Indian Government in not declassifying the remaining files on the flimsy reason of 

foreign relations getting affected.  They suspect that it might only defame Nehru and the 

Congress Party. 

 

To resolve the mystery of Netaji's death, various 

Committees were formed at various times. 

 

The Figges Report, 1946 

 

When Netaji was declared dead in an air crash in 

1945, the British Government had set up an 

investigating team.  They visited the INA offices and the spot.  Colonel Figges submitted a 

report in July 1946.  At the same time, a military intelligence report was also submitted. 

Although they confirmed Netaji’s death, the supporting documents submitted by them 

differed in facts, including the time and date of death.  Even though this report has not been 

officially released, it was released anonymously after 1997.  This report was prepared by 

the British Government before Indian Independence. 

 

Shah Nawaz Commission, 1956 

 

As the Government of India had not taken any initiative to enquire into the death of Netaji 

after independence, some eminent citizens decided to start an unofficial probe.  In 

response, Pandit Nehru appointed an official committee headed by Shah Nawaz Khan.  He 

included Netaji's elder brother, Suresh Bose in the Committee.  The Government made 

available some of the secret files to this Committee.  This Commission confirmed the official 

version that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose died in Taipei. Suresh Bose filed a dissenting 

report alleging that Khan was influenced by Nehru to stick to the official line. 

 

Khosla Commission, 1970 

 

The Indian government later set up a one-man inquiry commission, consisting of Justice G 

D Khosla, a retired judge of the Punjab High Court. He submitted his report only in 1974. 

Once again, Khosla concurred with the earlier reports. 

 

Mukherjee Commission, 1999-2005 

 

The Justice Mukherjee Commission was formed in 1999. The 

commission produced a report that ran into three volumes and 

thousands of pages, and was made public in 2006.  The 

Mukherjee Commission Report concluded that Bose did not die 

in the air crash of 1945. His death and his cremation were 

engineered with the cooperation of the Japanese military 

authorities. The government rejected the report. 

 

Cabinet Secretary's Committee, 2015 

 

Since the classified documents contain information about his death, Netaji admirers and 

family members have been demanding the declassification.  To review and decide on the 

declassification, a committee was set up in April 2015 headed by Ajit Seth, Cabinet 

Secretary, including officials from Intelligence agencies.  Although the report is not available 

to the public, the Central Government has now decided not to declassify the 'Netaji files' in 

the custody of Central Government on the grounds of 'national security'. 

 

Some of the documents disclose that 
the Central Government was snooping 

around Netaji's family members till 
1971 and intercepting their mail 

through the Post Office. 

De-classified files by West 
Bengal Government 
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Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's death is shrouded in mystery and much fantasy is propagated 

as facts.  According to Sugata Bose MP, a grandnephew of Netaji, declassification might not 

disclose anything significant, but could reveal the dishonourable things done by the upper 

echelons of India's post-Independence Government. Definitely, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

deserved a better treatment in India. 

 

Forgotten Hero 

 

In 1992, the Government of India decided to honour Netaji with the highest civilian Award, 

'Bharat Ratna'.  The family members felt offended that while Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira 

Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi were given Bharat Ratna in 1955, 1971 and 1991, Netaji was 

considered after 45 years of Independence.  Further, they also objected to his death not 

being confirmed by the Government officially.  For these reasons, the family members 

rejected the Bharat Ratna Award. 

 

Declassification of the remaining 'Netaji files' may create more ripples in Indian politics. 

 

By K Srinivasan, Editor in Chief and Sukruti A Vadula, Editorial Team.  

 

 

 

CARTOON FESTIVAL 2015 AT CHENNAI 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Cartoon Watch, India's only 
Cartoon magazine has been 

organizing an annual 'Cartoon 
Festival' since 2003 in different 

cities in India, and has been 
honouring veteran cartoonists.  
Cartoon Festival 2015 will be 

held at Chennai on 24th 
October 2015. 

 
Triambak Sharma, Cartoon 

Editor of this Ezine PreSense is 
the Editor of Cartoon Watch.  

The cartoon character 'Prince' 
was created by him. 
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Ancient Indian Wisdom 
 

Rig Veda on Speed of Light 
 
Many Sanskrit scriptures contain scientific facts.  Many such scientific facts have not been 

explored due to insufficient combined knowledge of science and Sanskrit.  A couple of years 

ago, Dr Abdul Kalam, while addressing the Scientific Conference, appealed to the scientists 

to learn Sanskrit and explore the many facts from ancient Indian scriptures.  

 

One of the slokas of Rig Veda assesses the speed of light in near accuracy.  It is still a 

mystery as to what technology they used, to measure the speed accurately. 

 

Sri Sayanachariya, was a scholar in the court of King Bukka I in the Vijayanagar empire in 

14th century AD. His commentary on Rig-Veda is well known. The following example is Sri 

Sayanachariyar’s computation of the speed of light. 

 

Taranirvisvadarsato jyotishkrudasi surya 

|Visvamaabhaasi rocanam | 

Oh Sun! (You) overwhelm all in speed, visible to all, 

source of light. (You) shine pervading the Universe 

 

(Rig Veda Samhita 1.50.4) 

Tatha ca smaryate  

Yojanaanaam sahasram dve dve shate dve cha 

yojane|  Ekena, nimishaardhena   kramamaana 

namostute| 

  

 

It is remembered (that) Salutations to the Thee (Sun) who travels 2,202 yojanas in half a 

nimisha - (Sayanacharya's Bhashyam on Rigmantra 1.50.4) 

 

(Sahasram Dve) = 2000+  

(Dve Shathe )        =   200+ 

 Dve                     

 

=       2  

Total                    = 2202 yojanas 

One Yojana         = 9 miles, 110 yards = 9 miles +.0625 miles  

= 9.0625 miles 

One  Nimesha = 16/75 seconds 

Time Taken        = ½ Nimesha 

                                    

Therefore the calculation would be 2202 yojanas * 9 .0625   

(16/75)/2 (for half a nimesha) 

 

Thus Speed of Light = 185,016.169 miles/second. This value is said to be very close to the 

modern value. Michealson & Morley (Americans) established the velocity of light as 

186,282.397 miles/sec in 1887 A.D. 

 

By K Srinivasan, Editor in Chief 

Input courtesy and source: Pride of India, Samskrita Bharati and GN Praveena 
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Ignited Minds 
 

Age No Barrier for Studies - Our Editorial Team Member 
Becomes Vice-Chancellor and Student Again 

 
 

Dr R Jagannathan, one of 

the Editorial Team 

Members of this ezine 

PreSense has joined the 

American International 

Medical University (AIMU), 

Saint Lucia, this month, as 

a student of the first year 

degree course in Medicine, 

at the age of 65. The 

Management of the 

University has also 

appointed him as Vice-

Chancellor of the 

University.   He is one of 

the well-known Physics 

Professors of South India, with many research scholars taking his guidance.  He was earlier 

the Vice Chancellor of Middle East University, UAE.  After retirement, he wanted to pursue 

medicine.  As per the Medical Council Norms, the students should have completed 'Biology' 

in 12th Standard, before applying for the medical course.  Although Dr Jagannathan has a 

Doctorate in Physics, he did not study biology at the Secondary School Level in the early 

1960s. In order to qualify himself, he wrote and passed the 12th standard examination of 

'biology' under the 'National Institute of Open Schooling' (NIOS) in March 2015, along with 

other students, young enough to be his grandchildren. 
 

Thereafter, he applied to various international universities for admission into a medical 

course.  AIMU invited him to join their course, and, based on his profile, they also invited 

him to be the Vice-Chancellor of their University.  Dr Jagannathan has started attending 

classes as a first-year student of medicine, and is also discharging duties as Vice-

Chancellor. He will appear for the examinations conducted by the National Board of Medical 

Examinations (NBME) of the Government of United States of America at the end of every 

semester. 
 

When asked what his inspiration was, he cited the example of Charles Kittel, popularly 

known as the Father of Solid State Physics in USA, who pursued mathematical physics by 

attending regular classes at the peak of his popularity, and one Christiana in USA, who got 

her commercial pilot licence when she turned 62 and even worked as a pilot in an airline for 

two years. 

 

The Editorial Team of PReSense wishes Dr Jagannathan all round success in his unusual 

dual role.   He is an illustrious example of how age is no bar for acquiring knowledge.  
 

By K Srinivasan, Editor in Chief 
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From the Archives of Ezine PreSense – Sep 2009 

How to lose your shirt in the stock market? - Humour 

The following is simply a Just for Laughs article that is intended to bring about a 

giggle. Enjoy! - Tired of being a successful investor? By following these rules, you can 
return to your humble roots and make your less wealthy friends tolerate your company 
again:  
 
1. Believe in the “Experts” - Why should you do your own stock research when there 
are “experts” around to do all the work for you? If Jim Cramer thinks Starbucks is going 

to be hot, just reach for your wallet! Or, if your wealthy brother-in-law knows of a great 
high-tech IPO, write down the name on a cocktail napkin and call your stock broker in 

the morning. But then, if they’re so smart, why are they not rich? 
 
2. Hire Your Own Personal “Expert” - Speaking of stock broker, we strongly 
recommend hiring someone to make your investment decisions and transactions for 
you. After all, if you want to lose your shirt in the stock market, one of the best ways to 

get the job done is to pay a lot of money in fees and commissions. That way, you take 
on all the risk yourself, are dependent completely on someone else, and any pesky 
returns wind up funding your stock broker’s vacation trip to Tahiti, not yours. 
 
3. Rely on Your “Inner Knowledge” - You know those investors who research trends 
and movements in different industries before they select stocks to invest in? Go ahead 
and scoff at them. You do not need book knowledge – just a couple of hunches mixed 

together with a gut feeling, stirred up with a healthy dose of confidence. While you are 
at it, toss your stock analysis software out the window. After all, you already know how 
to lose your shirt at the horse track (just bet on “Hot Chocolate” in the first race and 

“Footy Pajamas” in the second race because they bring up such fond childhood 
memories). How hard could it get to achieve the same results in the stock market? 
 

4. Be Optimistic - In the stock market, it is best to look on the bright side of life, so 
show that sunny disposition! We strongly recommend telling yourself affirmations in the 
mirror every morning (“I am a masterful stock market investor, and dog-gone-it, people 
like me”) and maybe giving your portfolio a pep talk every now and then, too, because if 
you want to lose your shirt, attitude is everything, right? 
 
5. Buy High and Sell Low - It’s no fun to buy when everyone is selling. You feel like, 

“What kind of fool am I?” On the other hand, when the market is hot, and everyone is in 
the buy, buy, buy mood, that’s definitely the time to buy. You will be sure to lose your 
shirt when you are forced to sell at a tenth of the price. 
  
6. Turn up your nose at index funds. All of them - Index funds are for wimps. That 
includes exchange traded funds, too, like the QQQ. After all, index funds are basically a 

passive way to achieve the same returns as the market over all, with low overhead. And 

that’s not what you want, is it? 
 
7. Put all your money in the same basket - If you love robotics, or biotechnology, be 
sure to invest only in those stocks. And while we’re talking about the same basket, 
make sure that you not only invest in the same industry, but that you only invest in 
stocks.  

 
Use these tips and not only will you find out whether your spouse really loves you, you 
might also land yourself in a lower tax bracket. (Take that, Uncle Sam!)  
 
Source  www.stockshaven.com  
Source: : http://www.primepointfoundation.org/presense/presense0909.pdf 
 

http://www.stockshaven.com/
http://www.primepointfoundation.org/presense/presense0809.pdf
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