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From the Desk of Managing Editor 

 

 

Dear Readers 

 

On behalf of the Editorial Board, I am happy to 

share the 198th edition of your eMagazine 

PreSense with its rich content as always.  

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 

added glory to India by landing the 

Chandrayaan 3 on the South Pole of the Moon 

successfully. To mark this proud moment, our cartoonist 

Triambak has drawn two cartoons to salute the ISRO team. 

In August 2023, PreSense launched Part II of the eBook on 

“Freedom Fighters of India” from the main gate of the 

Andaman Cellular Jail.   

Highlights of this issue: 

Prince cartoons to honour ISRO 

Editorial: The achievements of ISRO scientists in launching 

the prestigious Chandrayaan.   

Cover Story: What is the limit to freedom of speech?  Our 

Cover Story deals with the NewsClick controversy. 

Review of Parliament Monsoon Session 2023 

Freedom fighters: Krantiveera Sangolli Rayanna  

Report on the eBook launch at Andaman 

Sree Sreenivasan’s interview on Artificial intelligence 

A chance encounter with Vasanth Vaidya, the Calligrapher 

who handwrote the Indian Constitution in Hindi 

I am confident that readers will enjoy reading this edition 

too. Kindly send your feedback to editor@corpezine.com, so 

that our Editorial Board can examine your suggestions. 

Please share this edition with your friends. I will catch up 

with you next month with more varied content. 

Jai Hind 

 

K. Srinivasan 

 
 

 

mailto:editor@presense.in
about:blank
http://www.presense.in/
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
http://www.presense.in/
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Editorial 

ISRO Makes History with the Successful Placing of  

Tiranga on the Moon's South Pole 

By Prime Point Srinivasan, Managing Editor 

 

The Scientists who made India proud 

The great Tamil Poet Maha Kavi Subramania Bharatiyar, way back in 1908 (125 years ago), 

wrote that India, after independence, should develop Science and Technology to explore the 

sky, sea, and even the Moon.  He wrote: 

"வானையளப்ப ாம் கடல் மீனையளப்ப ாம் | சந்திர மண்டலத்தியல் கண்டு 
ததளிபவாம். 

The dream of Maha Kavi Bharathiyar came true at 6:04 PM on August 23, 2023, when 

Chandrayaan 3, launched by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), soft-landed the 

Vikram Lander on the South Pole of the Moon. The landing was highly precise after a flawless 

journey of nearly 4.80 lakh kilometres. Thus, India became the first country to land on the 

South Pole of the Moon and the fourth country to land on the Moon, next to the Soviet Union, 

America, and China. The entire world watched the landing live, and the ISRO team is getting 

greetings from across the world. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi watched the landing 

live from South Africa, where he was attending the BRICS Summit, and dedicated this great 

achievement to the Nation. He further said this will benefit not only India but also the whole 

world. 
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The success of Chandrayaan 3 is a major achievement for the Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) and a testament to the country's growing capabilities in space 

exploration. It is also a major boost to India's prestige on the world stage.  

The Chandrayaan Project was first announced in 1998 by the then-Prime Minister Vajpayee 

during the Independence Day address. The Chandrayaan programme was first conceived in 

2003, and the first mission, Chandrayaan-1, was launched in 2008. Chandrayaan-1 made 

several significant discoveries, including the presence of water on the moon. For the first time, 

it was only India that told the world the moon had water. 

 

The second mission, Chandrayaan-2, was launched in 2019. Though the lander, Vikram, and 

the rover, Pragyan, crashed during their descent to the lunar surface, this project was not 

considered a failure. It had a 90% success rate. The images sent by this project were used in 

designing and planning Chandrayaan 3. The orbiter used in this project was also used in 

Chandrayaan 3.  

After analysing the causes of the crash at the last moment, the ISRO team planned 

Chandrayaan 3 with more new features. The Chandrayaan 3 mission was launched in July 

2023.  

The landing of Vikram on the moon's south pole was difficult, as the terrain was very rugged 

and uneven. However, the ISRO team was able to overcome these challenges and achieve a 

successful landing. 
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The most important aspect of this project is that the entire initiative was designed and 

executed by Indian scientists using only Indian products. During Chandrayaan 2 planning, the 

countries that promised to support India backed out. This forced India to design its own 

engines and rockets with our team. Now India is in a position to carry the payloads of other 

countries as well. 

It is interesting to note that Dr. Mayilsamy 

Annadurai, Dr Vanitha Muthaiah, Dr. Veera 

Muthuvel, and Dr. Subbiah Arunan, the Project 

Directors of Chandrayaan 1, 2, 3, and 

Mangalyaan hail from ordinary families from 

small towns in Tamil Nadu. They had their 

primary education in government schools in 

Tamil Medium only. Many women scientists 

across the country also played an important 

part in the success of the Chandrayaan 

programme. All of them have made India 

proud at the global level. We should also congratulate Dr. K. Sivan, the former Chief of ISRO, 

and Dr. Somnath, the present Chief of ISRO, for their guidance and passion. As this edition 

is being readied, the Chandrayaan-3’s Pragyaan rover has smoothly landed on the moon's 

surface and is all set to probe and send the data to the ground station via lander. 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with women scientists during his visit to ISRO on 26th August 2023 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited ISRO in Bengaluru on 26th August 2023 to greet all the 

scientists. He also appreciated the women scientists who have played a key role in the Mission.   

He named the landing location of Chandrayaan 2 as “Tiranga’ and Chandrayaan 3 as “Shiva 

Sakthi’.  He also declared that in future, 23rd August every year will be celebrated as “National 

Space Day”.   

In spite of all the challenges, the ISRO team has made every Indian proud globally. PreSense 

prays to God Almighty to bless the ISRO team with enough strength to achieve more 

milestones in the future. 

Jai Hind 
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Cover Story 

Freedom of Speech vs. National Security: Where to Draw 
the Line?  

NewsClick controversy 

By Ramesh Sundaram, Editor in Chief 

 

Recently, Indian television media have put out screaming stories on "NewsClick", a digital 

portal, alleging their involvement in anti-Indian propaganda with the support of Indian 

politicians. This generated a big political controversy when Parliament was in session. 

NewsClick is an English digital portal that is viewer-funded. The portal says it is an 

independent media organization. But the moot question here is: Did China change its 

propaganda from mobile apps to media and fund some organisations, journalists, and some 

eminent people for this explicit purpose? The online news portal NewsClick is now mired in 

this controversy. 

The accusations 

Based on a report by the New York Times (NYT), more than 250 retired judges, bureaucrats, 

and veterans including former Chief Justice of Telangana K Sreedhar Rao, former Home 

Secretary LC Goyal, former RAW Chief Sanjeev Tripathi, many former justices, ambassadors 

and DGPs, have addressed a letter to Hon’ble President Droupadi Murmu asking her to take 
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action against the digital news portal NewsClick as `traitors’  for allegedly receiving funds 

from China-linked American millionaire Neville Rai Singham. They sought action against the 

portal. They quoted an NYT report about the alleged link between the millionaire Singham 

and the Chinese Communist Party. It also wrote about the link between the NYT report and a 

raid by the Enforcement Directorate in 2021 at the portal’s office and residences of top 

employees, like its Editor-in-Chief Prabir Purkayastha. 

The raids brought out regular e-mail exchanges linked to the Communist Party of China. These 

emails showed the involvement of not only journalists but also veteran members of political 

parties in India. The letter alleged that the portal’s most recent news coverage was pro-China. 

The letter claimed that amidst the 2020 Galwan clashes between India and China, the portal 

built a pro-China narrative. The signatories alleged that there were email exchanges with 

Chinese agents about how to change the Indian map to show undisputed Indian areas as 

either disputed or as part of China itself. 

Enforcement Directorate Probe 

The ED action against the NewsClick portal uncovered the alleged involvement of the portal 

in promoting pro-China propaganda in a news format. The letter further accused a `sinister’ 

conspiracy between NewsClick and some opposition party members, thus easily playing into 

the machinations of an anti-national agenda. It also said the media coverage of the Rafale 

deal and the remarks of opposition leaders on the issue clearly show a nexus between 

NewsClick and millionaire Singham. The ED probe brought to light an email correspondence 

between CPI(M) leader Prakash Karat and Nevile Rai Singham, making the issue murkier and 

murkier. The ED also uncovered the portal’s director Prabir Purkayastha's email exchanges 

with many Indian journalists and the millionaire Neveille Roy Singham.  

These emails were recovered by the ED from its searches during the money laundering probe 

against NewsClick. It is alleged that the email exchanges promoted China’s propaganda on 

its fight against the pandemic, Indian Communists’ affinity towards China, and some vital 

conversations regarding the India-China map. It was also mentioned that the millionaire 

Singham, who lives in China, illegally funded NewsClick to the tune of Rs. 38 crore for 

promoting pro-China information in India. The NewsClick director and his team of journalists 

were accused of publishing paid news on their website. This was in exchange for the funds 

transferred by Singham to PPK Newsclick Studio Pvt. Ltd. The ED alleged that NewsClick was 

not the only one to receive illegal funds, they alleged.  

It said Javed Anand, husband of noted activist Teesta Setelvad (who is charged with her 

purported role in fabricating evidence during the 2002 Gujarat riots), had received over 12 

lakh rupees, and Tamara, Teesta’s daughter, received about Rs. 11 lakhs. Gautam Navalkha, 

accused in the Ela Parishad case, who received over 20 lakhs, and CPI(M) member Bappaditya 

Sinha, who maintains CPI(M)’s Twitter handle, were also alleged to be the beneficiaries.  

Media reports allege that there is also digital evidence that proves Singham and his journalists 

were working on various projects to enhance the image of China and to support China’s action 

against the Chinese business magnate Jack Ma, the owner of Alibaba. It is pertinent here to 

mention that ED had earlier attached the property of NewsClick’s director, Prabir Purkayastha.  

Popular social media platform X (formerly Twitter) had also suspended the NewsClick portal's 

official account, but it was later revoked. 

The Government's ban on some mobile apps and gaming consoles 

 

Earlier, the Central Government had banned some mobile apps and some gaming consoles 
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because the Indian agencies found that China was using them to weaken the Indian economy 

through cellphones, gaming applications, and even some firms. They were further used for 

moneylaundering from China to India and spying on the Indian defence system. In stringent 

action against some Chinese companies, the ED froze money lying in the bank accounts of 

China-based Xiami Group and also against mobile venture Vivo. 

This is one side of the story. 

Allegations denied 

On the other side, all these were totally denied by the millionaire Neville Rai Singham. The 

NewsClick also denied money laundering and foreign remittances. About 800 eminent citizens, 

including the Director of The Hindu Group of Publications, N Ram, former editors of Wire, 

Siddharth Vardarajan and MK Venu, Former Judge of Madras High Court, Justice K Chandru, 

Journalists Prem Shankar Jha and P Sainath, also expressed their solidarity with the online 

news portal in a signed statement. They said the hounding of the news portal is an attack on 

independent journalism and freedom of expression enshrined in the Constitution. They took 

exception to what they termed as false accusations on the online news portal NewsClick. The 

signatories said this was an attack on independent journalism devoid of corporate influence. 

A statement by the CPI (M) condemned the ED raid on the offices of NewsClick. The statement 

said the raid was a brazen attempt to intimidate and suppress the portal. It said central 

agencies were being used by the Modi government to harass and suppress independent 

media. It demanded an end to vindictive action against NewsClick and its management. The 

CPI(M) leader Prakash Karat has also denied the allegations and termed the allegation a bunch 

of lies propagated by the BJP. 

Many eminent persons whom PreSense contacted said independent journalism and freedom 

of expression should not be at the cost of the country’s security. They said there are 

limitations to freedom of expression when it involves the nation’s security. National security 

takes precedence over freedom of speech, they said. They said the online portal must be 

taken to task and severely punished if the money laundering charges are proved. 

In the Court 

On August 11, 2023, the Delhi High Court issued notice to NewsClick and its director, Prabir 

Purkayastha, in response to a plea by the ED seeking a vacation of the HC’s order that granted 

interim protection regarding involvement in the money laundering issue. The Court said it had 

prima facie found merit in ED’s plea and hence needed deliberation. The Court has listed the 

case for further hearing on September 6, 2023. Earlier on June 21, 2020, the Delhi High Court 

ordered the ED not to take coercive action against the online news portal and its director. The 

Enforcement Directorate first began its investigation into alleged illegal foreign funding in 

2021. The ED said its investigation revealed that a foreign fund of Rs. 38.05 crore was 

fraudulently infused for three years into PPK NewsClick Studio Pvt. Ltd., which was distributed 

to many journalists, including Gautam Navalkha. 

In these types of allegations, there may be truth or otherwise. When such serious allegations 

surface, the investigation authorities and judicial system should take immediate action 

without any delay. Justice delayed is justice denied. If there is any breach of national security 

the perpetrators should be punished forthwith. Freedom of expression provided in the 

Constitution does not empower anybody to follow the toolkit of enemy countries to defame 

India and spread false information among the people.  
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eBook on “Valiant Freedom Fighters of India – Part II” launched at 
the gate of Andaman Cellular Jail 

 

Coinciding with the 77th Independence Day, PreSense launched the 

eBook titled “Freedom Fighters of India – Part II”  from the main gate 

of Andaman Cellular Jail, after paying homage to the freedom fighters 

who were tortured there.  Kuldeep Rai Sharma, Hon’ble Member of 

Parliament, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, launched the eBook at the 

gate of Andaman Jail, in the presence of more than 300 members of 

freedom fighters and their families. This is a compilation of articles 

published in the eMagazine for the past year.  This eBook contains a 

special section on Andaman Jail and the sufferings undergone by 

freedom fighters.  This event was well covered by the media in the 

Andaman Islands.  Doordarshan carried this in their National bulletin.  

 

From Chennai, Prime Point Srinivasan (Managing Editor), Ramesh Sundaram (Editor in Chief), 

and Priyadharshni Rahul (Editor) joined through Zoom.  C Badri (Consulting Editor and author 

of the articles) joined from the US.   

 

Dr K V S Gopalakrishnan IPS (Retd) (Former Special Director of the Intelligence Bureau and 

Director General of Police, Govt. of India) delivered the Keynote address through Zoom.  (His 

informative speech is appended below). 

 

Download the ebook from https://www.prpoint.com/publication/ffpart2.pdf  

 

 
Kuldeep Rai Sharma MP addressing the audience after the launch of the eBook 

https://www.prpoint.com/publication/ffpart2.pdf
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Family members of freedom fighters at the front gate of Andaman Cellular Jail 
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Screenshot of the Zoom event: Top L to R – Prime Point Srinivasan and Priyadharshni Rahul | Bottom: L to R – Dr K V S 

Gopalakrishnan IPS (Retd) and audience at Andaman 
 

The following are the excerpts from the Key Note Address delivered by Dr K V S 

Gopalakrishnan IPS (Retd) (Former Special Director, Intelligence Bureau and Director General 

of Police, Govt. of India) during the eBook launch on 16th August 2023: 

 

77 Years of Independence – Challenges and Opportunities 

As proud Indians, each one of us has walked into the 77th year of our Independence with our 

heads held high. It was nostalgic to have a look at the Cellular Jail of Port Blair, sitting in 

Chennai. I had the occasion to visit it in 1992, when the then President of India, Shri Shankar 

Dayal Sharma, visited the islands. The Cellular Jail evokes a sense of not only patriotism but 

also strong emotional bondage in those inmates of the Jail who underwent agonising torture 

when they were detained and also their persisting efforts for freedom. 

Let me, at the outset, congratulate Shri Srinivasan and his team, especially Shri C. Badri, for 

having put their heart and soul into bringing out the second part of the e-book on Freedom 

Fighters. If we don’t look back into history and recount the yeoman service done by each one 

of them – from Mahatma Gandhi down to the unknown, unsung, and forgotten freedom 

fighters – we will be failing in our duty. The ‘motherland’ was the foremost to them. Let us 

remember them and live up to their expectations. “Janani Janmabhumisca Swargaadapi 

gareeyasi” —the mother and the motherland are greater than the Heaven. 

Without much ado, let me share my random thoughts on ‘Challenges of Freedom’. 

Prof. Sir E.P. Thomson of Great Britain observed: ‘India is not only an important but perhaps 

the most important country for the future of the world. In it, all the convergent influences 

work – Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, Christian, Jewish, Stalinist, Maoist Communist, Socialist, 

Gandhian, Liberal, Secular…’. He added: ‘There is not a thought that is conceived in the east 

or west that does not pass through some Indian minds.’ What a great compliment it was! 
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Have we lived up to it is the moot question. A country is not merely a collection of human 

beings; the country lives through its cultural and civilizational impact on society. 

We started as a Republic 73 years ago. Fortunately, we had the advantage of a unified nation, 

thanks to the British regime and the post-independent efforts of the indomitable Sardar Patel. 

Secondly, a well-defined, structured, and practicable Constitution that had drawn the best 

elements from different constitutions around the world. Last but not least is our thousands-

year-old Indus civilization and its genes passed on to posterity. If things are now in disarray, 

we can’t blame the architects of the independent nation under the Constitution. We have to 

blame ourselves for having failed to fulfil the dreams of the freedom fighters. In comparison 

with the selfless foot soldiers of yesteryear, what we see today is the presence of only selfish 

elements. Attitudinal change and dedication are the need of the hour. One should emulate 

leaders like Lal Bahadur Shastri. When he was the Municipal Chairman of Allahabad, a 

proposal to allot house sites to the needy was approved. No sooner did Shastri get a letter of 

allotment for a house site than he became furious and wanted the authorities to rescind the 

order. He quipped, ‘We are allotting sites to the poor and not to ourselves.’ What an exemplary 

man he was in the Gandhian sense! 

China and India had, at one point in time, had almost similar per capita incomes. But today, 

China leads with a manifold increase and is the largest economy. Notwithstanding the type of 

regime there, what is required is a sense of nationalism and patriotism. Talking about 

patriotism, Swami Vivekananda roared: ‘ Do you feel that millions are starving today and 

millions have been starving for ages? Has it made you restless? Has it made you sleepless? 

That is the first step,’ he said. Mahaakavi Bharati went one step further and vowed to destroy 

this earth if an individual in the country were to go without food to sustain himself. That is 

the type of patriotism our freedom fighters nurtured in those days. 

Having attained freedom, how do we live in this world as one family? Kaniyan Poonkunranaar, 

a Tamil poet, wrote: ‘Yaadum oorae; Yaavarum Kaelir’, meaning that all places are ours and 

all are our kith and kin. In other words, that is the equivalent of ‘Vasudaiva kutumbakam’. 

One should understand that freedom cannot stand alone, and as the French thinker de 

Tocqueville once said, ‘Freedom has to be applied with her companion virtues: freedom and 

justice; freedom and law; freedom and morality; freedom and the public good; freedom and 

civic responsibility.’ 

Mahatma Gandhi was emphatic that the Government and its bureaucracy should value the 

common man, and as public servants, they should look after their interests. Pandit Jawaharlal 

Nehru also wanted the administration to be citizen-centric. 

In the contours of our defence and foreign policy, we have come a long way. From the days 

of Pancha Sheel, we travelled to the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and then to the 

establishment of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). Uneasy 

borders have compelled us to display to the world our nuclear capability (Pokhran 1 and 2) 

and our acceptance into the Nuclear Club. It was also possible because the bipolar world has 

changed into a unipolar one. Having been accepted by the world as an important nation, India 

is trying its best to project itself into a significant economy and rank within the first three 

countries. The day is not far away, and our efforts to retain our cultural heritage and spiritual 

power will be far more important.  Please watch the entire proceedings in the YouTube link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJJN3CDJg3M  

Jai Hind 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJJN3CDJg3M
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Nation 

Political Parties Have no Right to Disrupt or Seek Adjournment of 

Question Hour and Zero Hour. 

By Prime Point Srinivasan, Managing Editor 

The Monsoon Session 2023 (12th Session) of the 17th Lok Sabha was held between July 23 

and August 11, 2023. 

The 17th Lok Sabha, which was elected in 2019, has had a mixed bag of performances so far. 

On the one hand, it has passed a number of important bills, including the Personal Data 

Protection Bill, the National Medical Commission Bill, and the Central Goods and Services Tax 

(Amendment) Bill. On the other hand, it has also been marred by disruptions and protests, 

leading to a significant loss of working days. 

Stormy Monsoon Session 2023 

The Monsoon Session of 2023 was a particularly stormy one, with the Opposition demanding 

a discussion on the Manipur violence. Though the Government was willing for a full debate, 

the opposition parties were demanding the Prime Minister address the Lok Sabha and also 

sought adjournment of Question Hour and Zero Hour. Both Houses of Parliament had to be 

adjourned several times. As a result, the Lok Sabha functioned for only 43% of its scheduled 

time, while the Rajya Sabha functioned for 55% of its scheduled time. 

Bills passed without discussion 

25 Bills were introduced by the Government and out of these, three have been referred to the 

Standing Committees. The Lok Sabha passed 22 Bills in this session. 20 of these bills were 

discussed for less than an hour before passing. Nine Bills, including the IIM (Amendment) Bill 

2023 and the Inter-Services Organisation Bill 2023, were passed within 20 minutes in the Lok 

Sabha. The Bills to create the National Nursing and Midwifery Commission and the National 

Dental Commission were discussed and passed together in Lok Sabha within three minutes. The 

CGST and IGST amendment Bills were passed together within two minutes in the Lok Sabha. 

Rajya Sabha passed 10 Bills within three consecutive days. In eight days, some Opposition 

members walked out of the Rajya Sabha, and Bills were passed in their absence.  

Why are sessions disrupted uniformly based on the previous day's report? 

Strangely, in the past couple of years, we have seen a trend that one day before the start of 

Parliament Session, some news reports like the Hindenburg report, Pegasus, the BBC report 

on Gujarat riots, and Manipur violence emerge. Based on these reports, Opposition parties 

never allowed the Parliament to function and disrupted the proceedings. Even when the 

Government offered to discuss those issues at length, the Opposition never discussed them. 

Because of this, in the past two years, many Bills could not be discussed in detail in 

Parliament, and they were passed without discussion. Ironically, these issues on which the 

opposition sought adjournment vanished without a trace after the end of the session. A doubt 

arises whether somebody with a vested interest plants deliberately such news on the day 
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prior to the start of the session to induce the opposition parties to weaken the Indian 

democracy. 

Many of the MPs, including those from the ruling and Opposition parties, come prepared to 

take up many issues and return disappointed. 

In the recent monsoon session, when the Opposition parties demanded discussion on Manipur 

and the Government accepted a full debate, the Opposition parties did not accept on flimsy 

grounds. In the Lok Sabha, the Opposition moved the ‘No Confidence Motion’, but walked out 

towards the end. 

Though many of the MPs are seriously interested in working overtime, due to the ego 

problems of a handful of leaders, the entire Parliament gets affected. PreSense has always 

pointed out that the Question Hour and the Zero Hour belong to the common man. The 

political parties have no right to disrupt or demand adjournment of these two hours for their 

political gains. 

Before the close of the 17th Lok Sabha, both the ruling and Opposition parties should sit down 

and discuss and ensure that the Parliament functions smoothly without disruption in the 

future. 

They should know that the 17th Lok Sabha is already creating records for (1) the least number 

of sittings and (2) a Lok Sabha without a Deputy Speaker in the post-Independence era. Both 

are inexcusable. 

Top Performers (based on cumulative performance from June 2019 to Aug 2023) 

In spite of all the disruptions and ruckus, some of the members and Standing Committees 

have shown good performance. PreSense congratulates all of them for their performances. 

Individual Performances: Total Tally: Supriya Sule (NCP, Maharashtra), Shrirang Appa Barne 

(Shiv Sena, Maharashtra), Bidyut Baran Mahato (BJP, Jharkhand), Sukanta Majumdar (BJP, 

West Bengal), and Kuldeep Rai Sharma (Congress, Andaman and Nicobar Islands) have been 

showing consistent performance in the total tally of initiated debates, private members bills, 

and questions till the end of the Monsoon Session 2023. 

Individual Performance: Shri N K Premachandran (RSP, Kerala) has been showing consistent 

performance in initiated debates and private members bills. 

Individual Performance: Dr. Heena Gavit (BJP, Maharashtra) has been showing consistent 

performance for the total tally under the women category. 

The Standing Committees on Agriculture (Chairman: P. C Gaddi Goudar) and Finance 

(Chairman: Jayant Sinha) have shown outstanding performances by presenting 65 reports to 

Parliament. The Committee on Transport (Chairman: Dr Vijay Sai Reddy) tops among the 

Rajya Sabha Committees after presenting 84 reports. 

PreSense congratulates all the outstanding performers. 

Data source: PRS India 
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Technology 

“Artificial Intelligence (AI) will be more powerful and useful, but 

dangerous in future” – Sree Sreenivasan 

 

In an Exclusive short interview with Dipti Kumar, Associate Editor of PreSense,  Sree 

Sreenivasan, predicts that Artificial Intelligence (AI) will be more powerful, helpful and useful, 

but dangerous in future.  He advises the media and communication professionals to use AI 

only as a starting point and not as an endpoint.  

Sree Sreenivasan is the former Dean of Columbia University, and former Chief Digital Officer 

of New York Corporation, and the Met Museum;  Presently he is the CEO of Digimentors, a 

global digital consulting company in New York. Excerpts:  

Q: 2023 has been a year of AI news. We’ve heard different stories about the benefits 

and risks of media. Could you tell us one misinformed feature of AI that could be 

better? 

A: Perhaps the biggest misunderstanding is that anything we’re seeing with AI is new. AI is 

around for a long time. What has changed is that ChatGPT and other generative AI tools allow 

you to repeatedly get better information out of the chat box you’re asking questions of. The 

fact that you can go in there and pour out better and better information is what is new. The 

other part that is misunderstood is that ChatGPT is powerful now. It is powerful but it’s just 

starting. We have a very long way to go in terms of what ChatGPT and these other tools are 

going to do. It’s really the least powerful and least scary it will be, but it is scary and is 

powerful at this time. 
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Q: With the media adoption of AI what are the key areas that can benefit 

professionals working in this industry? 

A: Think about both writers and 

researchers - many different things 

AI can do for you. It can help you 

with formatting your content in 

better ways, getting started in your 

content, creating outlines and 

doing the basic research as a start; 

but remember that this is really 

about double-checking and triple-

checking. Then there are so many 

problems with AI that it is very 

easy to get confused about its 

possibilities and not remember its 

perils. If you are in the media, 

when you would be playing around 

with AI; you should be testing, 

testing and testing. We had 

multiple cases in America and other 

places, of media folks making big 

errors because of AI. So please be 

careful. 

Q: AI and deep fakes are often termed as a basis of negative rhetoric. How can early 

adopters equip themselves to tackle the risk and also ensure we grow? 

A: It’s very good to be an early adopter. I would like to say, be an early tester and later 

adopter as needed, but being an early tester is very good. So just pay attention, learning the 

problems with social, and look around to keep abreast of what’s new and what’s changing. 

Those are the things that you should be and must be better informed than your competitors. 

I think that’s really important. 

Q: How the media and communication professionals can take leverage of AI for 

better output? 

A: I think you should use AI as a start, not as an endpoint, just like Wikipedia. Wikipedia is a 

starting point and not an endpoint. Starting, testing, playing around with it and trying it out 

is the key.  

Q: What is the future of AI? 

I wish I knew, but I can tell you it’s going to be more powerful, more dangerous, more helpful, 

more problematic and more useful than it is now. We have to pay close attention. 

This interview can be watched in YouTube link 

https://youtu.be/oTDzwC8qeJs?si=4WVVHgBaWCzE4GhL  

 

https://youtu.be/oTDzwC8qeJs?si=4WVVHgBaWCzE4GhL
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Memoir 

A Chance Encounter with Vasant Vaidya, the Unsung 

Calligrapher Who Hand-Wrote the Indian Constitution 

By Suparna Gangal, Associate Editor  

As we celebrate another year of India being an 

independent nation, some names resonate. One 

such standout name is Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the 

architect of our Constitution. The Constitution in 

English was handwritten by the famous 

calligraphy artist Prem Behari Narain Raizada. 

Not many know, but our Constitution has a Hindi 

version. It was handwritten by the unassuming 

Vasant Vaidya from Nashik, Maharashtra. A very 

simple, middle-class man who used to work at a 

press. The decorations were done by 

Shantiniketan’s Nandalal Bose, his students, and 

Kala Bhavan. The final manuscript was 251 pages 

long and weighed 3.75 kilograms. My connection 

with this part of history is special. 

I now realise that I had the privilege of spending 

time with him, Mr. Vasant Vaidya, the one who 

wrote the entire Hindi version of our Constitution 

with his bare hands. Unimaginable but true. 

I fondly remember him visiting and staying at my 

grandma’s place every time he visited Pune. I was 

still in school when I happened to meet him for 

the first time. The doorbell rang. A simple man 

with a Shabnam bag in his hand was standing 

outside the door. As I peered outside, he introduced himself. I let him in and made him a cup 

of tea, and in turn, he received goodies. As Vaidya's grandpa settled in for a cup of tea that I 

had made, my grandma casually mentioned that he had handwritten the Indian Constitution. 

General knowledge being my strong point, I dismissed her statement saying that the 

Constitution had been written by Dr. Ambedkar. 

Mr. Vaidya put his cup down and appreciated my general knowledge. In a very normal tone 

without any pretence, he told me that he was the one who had handwritten the Hindi version. 

I remember being confused as to why he had to write it when the typewriters were available. 

Before I could clear my doubts, he asked me if I would like to take a look at his copy. I said 

yes. He then took out his copy of our Constitution from his Shabnam bag and opened it very 

gently. The pages looked old, and some of them were fragile, but the handwriting and 

calligraphy were out of this world. As a 13 to 14-year-old, I kept looking at it in amazement. 

This was in the early ’90s. 

He frequently visited Grandma in his later years. I used to have interesting conversations with 

him. The one that I distinctly remember was perhaps the last time that I saw him in the mid-

90s, when the political turmoil in India was at its peak. I asked him if he was willing to teach 
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me how to write like him the next time he visited us. He said he would try, but his hands were 

shaky these days. In the same breath, he added, "I hope the same does not happen to our 

democracy". 

 

Dr Rajendra Prasad, the then President, inspecting the works of Vasanth Vaidya (standing 4th from left) 

He was saddened by the state of political affairs in the 1990s. I remember him saying, ‘The 

Constitution was never meant to be a political tool but a guideline to help India develop and 

prosper. This still holds to the present day. 
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Freedom Fighters of India 

Krantiveera Sangolli Rayanna  

(15 August 1798 – 26 January 1831)  

 
By C. Badri, Consulting Editor                                          

“I may die now but I will soon take birth again and come back to fight for my 

kingdom and the people until it is free from the clutches of the British.”   

These were the famous words 

of Sangolli Rayanna (15 August 1798–26 January 

1831), more popularly known as 

Krantiveera Sangolli Rayanna, the legendary Indian 

freedom fighter from Karnataka who rattled the East 

India Company and the British. The freedom struggle 

for India’s independence had been a long-drawn fight 

against the British. The historians who scripted the 

Indian freedom struggle highlighted largely the non-

violent movement but sadly camouflaged the brave 

acts of various freedom fighters which included the 

freedom fighters from Kashmir to Kanyakumari who 

took upon themselves armed struggles, fought 

relentlessly and made freedom a reality at a later 

date. Many such revolutionaries were not recognized 

and remain unsung. One such great freedom fighter 

was Sangolli Rayanna, a freedom fighter and 

revolutionary from Karnataka, who took to armed 

struggle and fought valiantly against the East India 

Company and the British. He had not been 

adequately recognized by the historians who scripted 

the Indian freedom struggle or by the textbook 

writers and didn’t get what he deserved. 

Interestingly, the readers may note Sangolli Rayanna 

was one of the foremost Indian freedom fighters who adopted guerilla warfare against the 

East India Company and the British.  

Rayanna was the contemporary of the great freedom fighter Rani Chennamma. Rani 

Chennamma married King Somashekara Nayaka in 1667 CE. After the death 

of Somashekhara Nayaka in 1677, Chennamma took over the administration and efficiently 

ruled Kittur, winning the admiration of her people. Rani Chennamma had an adopted son by 

the name of Shivalingappa. Chennamma wanted to install her adopted son Shivalingappa to 

succeed Somashekara Nayaka after his death. The East India Company had other plans. They 

wanted to annex the kingdom of Kittur following their "Doctrine of Lapse". According to the 

"Doctrine of Lapse", a draconian law, a kingdom with no heir will automatically fall under the 

East India Company and the adopted son not allowed to succeed the King.  

Rayanna fought with the East India Company and the British on behalf of 

Chennamma. Sangolli Rayanna efficiently trained the army and was always ready to take on 

the British soldiers. Sangolli Rayanna fought valiantly but they lost the war, and 
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Chennamma was captured. Rayanna went into hiding, taking Shivalingappa safely along with 

him to fight for his queen and his motherland.  

Sangolli Rayanna participated in the rebellion of 1824 and was arrested by the British and 

was later released. He continued his fight the British and wanted to install the adopted son 

Shivalingappa to succeed Chennamma as the ruler of Kittur. He gathered able-bodied local 

people and started a guerilla type of war against the British. He and his army moved from 

place to place and burnt Government offices. They waylaid British troops and plundered 

treasuries. Most of his land was reclaimed. Sangolli Rayanna was one of the first and foremost 

freedom fighters who used guerilla warfare tactics against the British. The British army could 

not defeat him despite their huge army. Hence the British adopted treachery by befriending 

his uncle Lakshmanraya and with his help captured Rayanna in April 1830 and sentenced him 

to death. Shivalingappa, the adopted son who was to succeed Chennamma was also arrested 

by the British. Rayanna was ably assisted throughout his fight against the British 

by Gajaveera, a Siddhi warrior in 1829–30. Sangolli Rayanna and Gajaveera together caused 

chaos and destruction in any event that was conducted by the British or on their behalf. 

The British executed Rayanna by hanging him from a Banyan tree near Nandagad, on 26 

January 1831 at the young age of 33. He was buried near Nandagad, the place where he was 

hanged. 

Bichugatti Channabasappa, a close associate and friend of Rayanna, planted a banyan sapling 

on his grave. Today the tree is fully grown and stands majestically to this date. An Ashoka 

Pillar was also installed near the tree and a small temple in the name of Sangolli Rayanna was 

constructed. At Sangolli village, stands a statue of Rayanna flanked by two wooden weights 

used for bodybuilding. The two wooden weights are the original ones that were used by 

Rayanna for bodybuilding. A community hall was built in memory of Rayanna at Sangolli, the 

place where Rayanna was hanged by the British army.  

Many heroic folklore verses were composed in North Karnataka and several such songs are 

sung about Kittur Chennamma, Sangolli Rayanna and other figures of pre-independence who 

hailed from Karnataka. A life-size bronze statue of Sangolli Rayanna, riding a horse with an 

open sword in his right hand, was installed near Bengaluru City Railway station.  In 2015, the 

main railway station of Bengaluru City was renamed "Krantiveera Sangolli Rayanna Railway 

Station". A Kannada film “Kranthiveera Sangolli Rayanna” starring Darshan, Jaya Prada and 

Nikita Thukral was directed by Naganna in 2012 based on his life history.  

Sangolli Rayanna became an inspiration to the next generation of freedom fighters. He was 

respected for his love towards his kingdom and faithfulness towards his queen Rani 

Chennamma. Even to this day, the women in the Sangolli village follow a tradition where they 

tie small cradles to the banyan tree planted in his memory with a wish to have a son as brave 

and committed a freedom fighter as Rayanna. In the present days when freedom fighters 

are largely forgotten, we as citizens of India should remember the freedom fighters who 

triggered the freedom movement in 1800 and inspired the later leaders to struggle and obtain 

freedom from the British. Though their efforts in obtaining freedom from the British did not 

fructify it certainly built a strong foundation for the leaders of the later generations to fight 

for freedom and gain Independence.  

Incidentally, it may be noted that he was born on Independence Day and died on Republic 

Day – a great coincidence indeed.  

JAI HIND  
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