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From the Desk of Managing Editor 

 

 

Dear Readers 

 

On behalf of the Editorial Board, I am happy to 

share the 197th edition of your eMagazine 

PreSense with its rich content as always.  

I am pleased to announce that Dipti Kumar 

(from US) and Suparna Gangal (from Pune) 

join the Editorial team as Associate Editors.  

They are senior media professionals.  PreSense welcomes 

them on board. 

I am also pleased to share with our readers that the Part II 

of the ebook on ‘Freedom Fighters of India’, published in 

this eMagazine will be released on 4th August 2023 from the 

corridors of Andaman Cellular Jail after paying respect to 

freedom fighters.   

Highlights of this issue: 

Prince cartoon 

Editorial: The achievements of ISRO scientists in launching 

the prestigious Chandrayaan.  Editorial deals with the future 

ISRO Chandrayaan projects. 

Cover Story: Though Article 44 stipulates Uniform Civil Code 

as Directive Principle of the State, even after 75 years of 

Independence, it is not legislated.  Now the discussions are 

going on whether UCC to be legislated or not.  The Cover 

story discusses in depth the background details.   

Freedom fighters: Bagha Jatin is featured. 

I am confident that readers will enjoy reading this edition 

too. Kindly send your feedback to editor@corpezine.com, so 

that our Editorial Board can examine your suggestions. 

Please share this edition with your friends. I will catch up 

with you next month with more varied content. 

Jai Hind 

 

K. Srinivasan 

 
 

 

mailto:editor@presense.in
about:blank
http://www.presense.in/
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
http://www.presense.in/
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Editorial 
 

Chandrayaan 3: India’s Ambitious Leap into Lunar 
Exploration 

 
By Ramesh Sundaram, Editor in Chief 

 

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has been at the forefront of space exploration, 

and its Chandrayaan missions to the moon are a testimony to the scientific advancement and 

technological prowess of India.  PreSense congratulates the entire ISRO team for their great 

initiative. 

History of Chandrayaan missions 

Indian Academy of Sciences first mooted the idea of a scientific mission to the moon in 1999. 

In 2000: Astronautical Society of India carried it forward. The National Lunar Task Force was 

set up by ISRO which concluded that ISRO has the expertise to carry out a mission to the 

moon. On August 15, 2003, then-Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee announced the 

Chandrayaan project during his Independence Day Speech. In November 2003: The 

Government approved the Chandrayaan mission. 

Chandrayaan 1 

India’s first moon mission Chandrayaan 1 spacecraft was launched on October 22, 2008 and 

was operational till August 2009.  The estimated cost of the project was Rs.386 crores. It 

included a lunar orbiter and an impactor. On November 8, 2008, the spacecraft was put into 

lunar orbit. On November 14, 2008, the impactor made a controlled landing near the South 

Pole on the moon. Chandrayaan 1 mapped the chemical composition of the moon's surface 

and 3D photography. Its main discovery was the presence of a vast amount of water 

molecules in the moon’s soil. The craft had a mass of 90 kg containing 11 scientific 

instruments (5 Indian instruments and 6 instruments from other countries). One of the 

instrument’s (Terrain Mapping Camera) aim was to completely map the topography of the 

moon. There were instruments for mineral mapping, measuring the height of surface 

topography, etc. 

d) Moon Impact Probe or Impactor: It had an altimeter for measurement of the altitude of 

the probe, and a video camera for acquiring images of the moon's atmosphere and searching 

for water molecules on its surface. Ejected on November 14, 2008, the Impactor landed on 

the lunar south pole.  

Achievement: The main achievement was on November 18, 2008, when the probe discovered 

a vast presence of water molecules in lunar soil. It was a breakthrough. The Impactor worked 

without flaw for 312 days and achieved the desired parameters in research. It also provided 

valuable data on the presence of various minerals. The Orbiter even mapped landing sites of 

earlier lunar missions – Apollo 15 & Apollo 17. It completed 3000 orbits acquiring 70,000 

images of the moon's surface, a record when compared to lunar flights of other missions. The 

mission's success put the ISRO on the global space map. It established itself as a formidable 

player in space exploration 
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Chandrayaan-2 

The spacecraft was launched on July 22, 2019. The spacecraft consisted of an indigenously 

developed lunar orbiter, Vikram lander and Pragyan rover. The orbiter reached Moon’s orbit 

on August 20, 2019. It began manoeuvres for the landing of Vikram Lander on the moon. The 

lander unfortunately crashed due to lunar dust and software glitches like sensor failure and 

communication was lost between orbiter and lander. Still, the orbiter sent about 40,000 

photos which were very helpful for the Chandrayaan-3 mission.  

Chandrayaan-3 

Fired by Satellite Launch Vehicle Mark-II rocket, Chandrayaan-3 was launched on July 14, 

2023. It also consisted of an orbiter, a lander (the same name as Chandrayaan 2 lander) and 

a rover. These were redesigned to address the shortcomings of its predecessor. The lander 

and rover components underwent significant improvement, with enhanced navigational 

systems and communication capabilities to ensure a successful soft landing on the moon.  The 

ISRO collaborated with many international space agencies and research institutions to 

incorporate advanced scientific instruments that will facilitate comprehensive scientific 

research. The main aims of Chandrayaan-3 are:  To soft land Vikram Lander on the lunar 
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surface, to conduct roving operations on the moon and to conduct on-site experiments on the 

moon. Vikram will soft land in the South Pole region of the moon on August 23, 2023. Many 

improvements were incorporated in the Vikram Lander like stronger legs, improved capacity 

to withstand a higher descending velocity, reduction of number of engines from five to four, 

increase in quantity of propellant, larger solar panels and new sophisticated sensors. The 

Lander can land at a specific lunar site. It will deploy a Rover to carry out on-site chemical 

analysis of the moon's surface. The Lander and Rover will carry scientific payloads. The 

scientists have chosen Chandrayaan-3 to land at the difficult South Pole of the moon because 

from there only can there be direct communication between the lander and orbiter for data 

transmissions otherwise a satellite has to be used for this, which is a costly affair.  It is 

pertinent here to say that 4 million sq. km of the moon's surface mapped and transmitted 

from the orbiter of Chandrayaan-2 was very helpful in this mission.  

Future projects 

Chandrayaan 4: The timeframe for the launch of Chandrayaan 4 is 2025. It will be an Indo-

Japan collaboration. Finer details have to be worked out. It will land a land-rover machine 

near the lunar pole which will do on-site sampling by drilling on the lunar surface and 

analysing the samples. It will also demonstrate night survival on the moon. 

Chandrayaan 5: Its launch slot is between 2025 and 2030. It will include a land-based rotor 

percussive drilling machine to drill up to 5 meters into the moon's surface and analyse the 

samples on-site. The landing site is proposed to be in a volcanically and tectonically active 

area on the near side of the moon.  

Chandrayaan 6: This will be launched between 2030 and 2035. It will also do on-site drilling 

but the collected samples will be taken back to earth for further analysis. 

The Chandrayaan Odyssey to the Moon – how it is done 

A rocket cannot be fired to send a spacecraft directly (like an arrow) from the Earth to the 

moon and make it land on the moon. Firstly, the orbit of the spacecraft around the earth 

should be increased gradually. It should be in an elliptical orbit. Each time the spacecraft 

comes closest to the earth in its orbit a rocket in it should be fired to push it into farther orbit. 

As the orbit is increased it crosses the earth's gravitational field and reaches the moon's 

gravitational field. A rocket is fired again to make the spacecraft orbit around the moon. There 

the length of Chandrayaan’s orbit around the moon should be gradually decreased to facilitate 

the smooth landing of its lander on the lunar surface.  As the lander comes down to the 

moon's surface, algorithms are worked out and a camera and laser sensor spectrometer are 

used to judge the distance and to help in soft landing. Even before landing the Lander takes 

many photos of the moon's surface. An area of 100 km by 38 km is chosen for landing. If 

there are any problems in the designated area, the lander can also be made to land a little 

farther away. Even after landing, Laser Guided Breaking Spectroscopy in-built in the Lander 

can be used to break any rocks found in the landing area.  

Sidelights 

The then President Dr. Abdul Kalam was very much interested in the Chandrayaaan and other 

space programmes as he was a space scientist. The ISRO team met the President Dr. Abdul 

Kalam while the Chandrayaan-1 was in the final stages. Dr Kalam asked them to add a Moon 

Impact Probe to the orbiter so that it can drop on the moon's surface while orbiting. He said 

the impact probe will send many valid data about the moon. The ISRO scientists complied 

with it and added the probe. The result was stunning. India became the first country to find 
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water on the moon's surface. The impact probe transmitted the presence of water molecules 

through spectrum detection before crashing. This was singularly a great achievement by 

Indian scientists while no other country could find water on the lunar surface. 

Divine blessings: Ahead of the launch of Chandrayaan 3, a team of ISRO scientists offered 

prayers at Tirupati Venkatachalapathy Temple with a miniature model of Chandrayaan-3 and 

sought blessings from Lord Venkatachalapathy 

for the smooth launch and success of the 

mission. Before every major mission, it is usual 

practice for ISRO scientists to offer prayers at 

the Tirupati temple seeking divine blessings for 

success. 

Conclusion: Chandrayaan 3 represents another 

bold step for India in its pursuit of scientific 

research and lunar exploration. The mission 

holds the key to further understanding the Moon 

and its mysteries. With the wholesome support 

of the Government of India and a team of 

brilliant and dedicated scientists involved, 

Chandrayaan 3 will undoubtedly be a significant milestone in India’s space odyssey. PreSense 

wishes ISRO and Chandrayaan 3 mission a great success. 

 

“Salaam Abdul Kalam”  - Tributes at Kuwait 

 

United Mass Media in association with MA Hythar Group organized a grand event at Kuwait 

on 28th July 2023 to offer tributes to Dr Abdul Kalam.  Dr S M Hythar Ali, Chairman of MA 

Hythar Group was the Chief Guest.  Priyadhrasni Rahul, Editor of PreSense was the Special 

Guest and. Shaik Mass Masthan organized this event.  Around 600 Indians in Kuwait 

participated to pay respect to Dr Abdul Kalam. 

It may be noted that our eMgazine PreSense and the Sansad Ratna Awards are the initiatives 

started at the suggestion of Dr Abdul Kalam and continuing to date.   

Please listen to her speech https://youtu.be/Q7MkGd3_OEc  

ISRO team after seeking divine  blessings from Tirupati Temple 

https://youtu.be/Q7MkGd3_OEc
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Cover Story 

Uniform Civil Code Promotes Gender Equality, Dream of 

Dr BR Ambedkar 

 
By Prime Point Srinivasan, Publisher and Mg. Editor 

 

Introduction 

The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) is a concept that has been at the forefront of the Indian societal 

and political discourse for decades. It refers to the idea of having a single set of secular civil 

laws that apply uniformly to all citizens, irrespective of their religion. The UCC aims to promote 

gender equality, social justice, and national integration by eradicating the prevailing 

disparities in personal laws governed by different religious communities. 

Though the discussion on UCC is happening for several decades after Independence, it is now 

being seriously debated after the Law Commission has called for views from the citizens.   

Article 44 of the Indian Constitution states, “The State shall endeavour to secure for the 

citizens a uniform civil code throughout the territory of India.”  Though the Government has 

not released the draft of the UCC, debates are going on either opposing or welcoming the 

UCC.  The debate about the common civil code has polarized the political parties. The 

opposition parties allege that the UCC may destroy the religious identity of the minorities, 

mainly Muslims.  The ruling party has not provided its official stand, to allay these fears.   

Though the Constitution provides Gender Equality, in practice women are discriminated 

against in many aspects like marriage, divorce, inheritance, maintenance, adoption, etc. due 

to various personal laws followed by various communities. The UCC will remove only the 

anomalies of the injustice done to women in various communities providing equal status that 

has been enshrined in the Constitution. It will not affect the religious aspects of the 

communities. The opponents of UCC are fighting against the UCC without realising that they 

are fighting against the ‘gender equality’ provided in the Constitution.  Probably, it is due to 

the lack of understanding by the opponents or deliberately due to vote bank politics.  

Position before Independence  

Before 1937, Hindus and Muslims in India were following the personal laws adopted in that 

area. That means, even Muslims were following the practices of Hindus and vice versa.  

Though India was ruled by various invaders for nearly 800 years, there was no problem.  Only 

in 1937, British Government enacted Shariat Law for Muslims, to create a wedge between 

Hindus and Muslims as part of their ‘divide and rule’ policy. After Indian Independence, the 

Constituent Assembly debated whether the ‘Uniform Civil Code’ could be implemented across 

the nation.   

Constituent Assembly Discussion and Article 35  

The Constituent Assembly of India, while framing the Constitution, engaged in extensive 

discussions about the need for a Uniform Civil Code.  

It needs to be noted that the early proponents of UCC were women. Among the 15 women, 

who were part of the Drafting Committee of the Indian Constitution, Hansa Mehta’s 

contribution in trying to make UCC justiciable remains most significant. As a member of 
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Fundamental Rights Sub-Committee, she along with Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Dr B R Ambedkar 

and M R Masani stressed the need for establishing a single Indian identity over multiple 

religious identities and the role that the state has to play in ensuring this. Dakshayani 

Velayudhan, the first and the only Dalit woman in the cabinet had also made a strong case 

for UCC.  

The Constituent Assembly  took up the issue of Uniform Civil Code on 23 November, 1948 as 

part of Article 35 of the Constitution. There were impassioned debates on the topic with the 

24 November 1948 edition of the Times of India describing it as “a series of full-blooded 

speeches.”  

Interestingly, the amendments to the Draft were tabled by five Muslim members – M. 

Muhammad Ismail, Naziruddin Ahmad, Mahboob Ali Baig, B Pocker and KTM Ahmed Ibrahim. 

Their dominant view was that the implementation of UCC was “tyrannical” and that the state 

had no right to “interfere” in the personal laws of any community. 

Among the members who felt that UCC was necessary to keep India united, the most 

vociferous arguments were put forth by K M Munshi. He said, the enactment of a common 

code affects Hindus equally and the goal of such legislation is to protect the fundamental 

rights guaranteed by the Constitution like ensuring gender equality.  Alladi Krishnaswamy 

Iyer asked if India should be welded together as a single nation or always kept up as a series 

of competing communities. Ananthasayanam Iyengar also supported the UCC. 

Dr Ambedkar’s views 

Dr B R Ambedkar in his response pointed out that there was already a uniform code of laws 

covering almost all aspects of human relationships which meant that it was possible to have 

a uniform civil code in the country. Differing on the argument that the Muslim personal law 

was uniform throughout the country, he reminded the Assembly of the North-West Frontier 

Province which followed the Hindu Law in the matter of succession and others till, in 1939 the 

Central Legislature passed a law to apply Shariat to the Muslim dominated areas. Even in the 

United Provinces, the Central Provinces and Bombay, the Muslims to a large extent were 

governed by the Hindu Law in the matter of succession. He also brought attention to the fact 

that in North Malabar, the matriarchal form of law, Marumakkathayam Law was applied to 

both Hindus and Muslims.  

Concluding the debate on 2 December 1948 on UCC, Ambedkar said, “All that the State is 

claiming in this matter is a power to legislate. There is no obligation upon the State to do 

away with personal laws. Therefore, no one need be apprehensive of the fact that if the State 

has the power, the State will immediately proceed to execute or enforce that power in a 

manner that may be found to be objectionable by the Muslims or by the Christians or by any 

other community in India … Sovereignty is always limited, no matter even if you assert that 

it is unlimited because sovereignty in the exercise of that power must reconcile itself to the 

sentiments of different communities. No Government can exercise its powers in such a 

manner as to provoke the Muslim community to rise in rebellion. I think it would be a mad 

government if it did so”. 

He assured the Assembly that the feelings of everyone will be taken into consideration and 

said that in future, the Parliament may make provisions where the uniform civil code is applied 

to only those who want to be voluntarily governed by it. In the end, it was decided that the 

amendments proposed to Article 35 do not hold any merit and it was adopted as it is. This 

article was later moved to the Directive Principles of State Policy as the law  makers felt that 
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the nation was not yet ready to accept a common civil code. Thus, the goal of a uniform civil 

code was enshrined in Article 44 of the Indian Constitution and read thus:  

“The state shall endeavour to secure for the citizens a uniform civil code throughout the 

territory of India.”  

Present situation 

Though criminal law is applicable to all citizens uniformly, there are various personal civil  laws 

governing the various religions and communities. There were several practices among the 

Hindus across the nation for marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption, etc. Practices like Sati, 

polygamy, early marriage, discrimination of women in properties, etc. were prevalent among 

the Hindus in those times.   In spite of the resistance, Hindu Laws were enacted in 1955 to 

bring uniformity among the Hindus.  A modern civilisation needs to adopt reforms based on 

the need.   

Islamic personal laws permit women to get married at the time of puberty or 15 whichever is 

earlier, while Hindu laws permit marriage only at 18. If a person marries a 15-year-old girl, 

the offence is determined based on his religion.  Even for divorce, various communities have 

different procedures.  There is no uniformity for the inheritance of properties.  When Hindu 

laws prohibit polygamy, there are several cases in the courts where women plead that their 

husbands convert to Islam to get married to another woman. Legally women are discriminated 

in spite of the Constitutional guarantee of equality.  

Supreme Court of India in many cases have pointed out these anomalies and advised the 

Government to bring legislation and implement  UCC as provided under Article 44 of the 

Indian Constitution.    

Though Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Dr Ambedkar wanted to bring UCC immediately after 

Independence, presently the followers of both leaders oppose UCC for their own political 

reasons. The political parties who were pleading for women's equality, now oppose UCC.  The 

RSS in the 1970s opposed the UCC but now is in favour. 

Way Ahead 

Though Constitution provides equality for citizens, even after 75 years of Independence, 

women are discriminated against due to their religious practices and ‘Gender equality’ is only 

on paper.  There is a fear among minorities that UCC may interfere with their religious 

practices.  The Government and the media should explain the need for the UCC properly and 

allay the fears of minorities and others.  All political parties should realise that in the name of 

opposing UCC, they are opposing Gender equality, which was piloted by Dr Ambedkar and 

Pandit Nehru.    It may be noted that Goa State has been following the UCC right from the 

Portuguese days and continued the same laws even after their liberation in 1961.   

Any change may create a fear psychosis and uncertainty.  The government of India should 

come out with the draft UCC and create confidence among minorities that it is meant only for 

Gender Equity and does not interfere with religious practices.  At the same time, the 

opposition parties also, instead of playing vote bank politics over this vital issue, follow the 

sentiments of Dr Ambedkar and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and help the Government in a 

smooth transition for the reforms.   
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Announcement 

Dipti and Suparna join as Associate Editors 

Dipti Kumar is the founder of The Pinnacle Strategy, a business that provides 

social and digital media marketing solutions and brand management. She led 

the digital strategy and engagement for the U.S. Consulate General Chennai 

and is also a former broadcast and digital journalist with NDTV and 

international media companies. She is passionate about educating the next 

generation of journalists and is on the advisory board of the National School 

of Journalism and serves as the Honorary Secretary for the Digital Journalists Association of 

India (DIJAI). Presently she lives in the US.  

Suparna Gangal, is an International Video journalist from Pune. She creates 

human interest stories for International outlets like CNN, Business Insider 

International etc. ‘Rachana’, a short film produced by her, won the ‘Best 

Screen Play’ Award at the Women’s International Film Festival. She is in the 

Governing Council of the Digital Journalists Association of India (DiJAI) and 

is a member of the Sansad Ratna Awards Committee. 

PreSense welcomes both of them on board. 

  

  

Download all our publications free  from the link 

https://www.primepointfoundation.in/p/publication.html 

Please click this link and subscribe to our Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/c/PrimePointFoundation/ 

 
 

 

eBook on Freedom Fighters - Part II –  
Launch from Andaman Cellular Jail 

 

We are happy to announce that Part II of the compilation of articles on 'Freedom Fighters of 

India' published in our eMagazine PreSense will be released by Shri Kuldeep Rai Sharma, 

Hon'ble Member of Parliament, Andaman and Nicobar Islands on the 14th of August 2023 

evening at 4.30 pm in the presence of the family members of freedom fighters.  This ebook 

will be launched from the corridors of Cellular Jail at Andaman after paying respects to the 

freedom fighters.  This event will be transmitted live through YouTube.  For more details visit 

www.corpezine.com and www.primepointfoundation.org.   This is the 30th publication of 

Prime Point Foundation. 

 

Editorial team 

 

https://www.primepointfoundation.in/p/publication.html
about:blank
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Freedom Fighters of India 

BAGHA JATIN 

 

By C. Badri, Consulting Editor                                          

“We shall die to awaken the nation” - These are the famous words of Bagha Jatin. It is 

an irony of history that the supreme sacrifice made by Jatindranath  Mukherjee alias Bagha 

Jatin, as he is popularly known, is little known outside Bengal and Orissa. The history of the 

Indian freedom struggle highlighted the non-violence movement, relegating the enormous 

role played by various freedom fighters who took part in the armed struggle in spite of the 

fact that well-documented records in Indian history. One such freedom fighter who took to 

arms for the freedom of India from the British is none other than Bagha Jatin who during the 
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freedom struggle took to arms to achieve India’s freedom. Bagha Jatin was a revolutionary 

who terrified the British.       

                                                                                                                                        

In 1915, much before India was declared independent in 1947 by the British, an attempt was 

made under the leadership of Jatin to pull the country out of  British rule by means of armed 

insurrection. Jatin’s attempt can be taken as a preamble to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s 

armed struggle for India’s independence. He fought a frontal battle against the British and 

laid down his life for Mother India. On 10 September 1915, he succumbed to severe bullet 

injuries in Balasore Hospital following a fierce battle with the British police.    

    

 Jatin was born on 7th December 1879 to Sharathshashi and Umeshchandra Mukherjee in 

Kayagram village in the undivided Nadia district which is now in Bangladesh. His father 

Umeshchandra Mukherjee passed away when Jatin was five years old. After the death of 

Umeshchandra Mukherjee his mother Sharathshashi settled in her parent’s home in Kayagram 

along with Jatin and his sister. Though he was not aggressive during his childhood days, the 

events in his later years proved his boldness. One day he came running to his mother terrified 

by a dog that chased him. Sharath immediately, knowing the reason, gave him a burning log 

and asked him to chase the dog. Though Jatin hesitated initially, later he picked up courage 

and chased the dog away. That incident made him overcome fear forever. Jatin’s uncle Basant 

Kumar presented him with a horse. In no time Jatin picked up the art of handling the horse 

and often he would do away with the reins and saddle, and he would hold the horse by the 

tuft of hair on its neck spur to make it run at high speed on the empty path. From another 

uncle he also learned to row a boat. Jatin married Indubala Banerjee in 1900. They had four 

children: Atindra (1903), Ashalata (1907), Tejendra (1909), and Birendra (1913). When 

Atindra passed away in 1906 Jatin, with his wife and sister, set out on a pilgrimage and 

recovered their inner peace by receiving initiation from the saint Bholanand Giri of Haridwar.  

                              

Jatin on returning to his native village Koya in March 1906, came across a Royal Bengal tiger 

and fought hand-to-hand with it. Wounded, he managed to strike with a small dagger 

(Khukuri) on the tiger's neck and kill it instantly. Dr.Suresh Prasad Sarbadhikari, the famous 

surgeon of Kolkata, took upon himself the responsibility for treating Jatin whose body had 

been poisoned by the tiger's nails.  Dr. Sarbadhikari, impressed by the heroism, published an 

article about Jatin’s heroism in the English press. The Government of Bengal awarded him a 

Silver Shield with the scene of him killing the tiger engraved on it. The title 'Bagha', meaning 

'Tiger' in Bengali, became associated with his name from then on. 

 

“Anandamath” written by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay was published in 1882 and the call 

“Bande Mataram” triggered unprecedented patriotism amongst the young men of Bengal. 

Jatin read "Anandamath" when he was a student in High School and was influenced by the 

teachings which had a significant bearing on his future thoughts and activities. Jatin was also 

into social activities and actively involved when cholera broke out. Jatin, as a college student, 

joined a relief camp organized by Sister Nivedita. Nivedita, an Irish, was an ardent follower 

of Swami Vivekananda. She introduced Jatin to Swami Vivekananda. Swami Vivekananda 

impressed upon Jatin to take up the mission to encompass together patriotic youth with “iron 

muscle” and “nerves of steel” who could plunge into the service anytime for the freedom of 

the motherland. Jatin’s meeting with Sri Aurobindo ignited his support for the uprising against 

the British further. Sri Aurobindo entrusted the task to Jatin to create a “secret society” for 

training patriotic youth for a revolt against the British. The secret society came to be known 

as Jugantar and Bagha Jatin became its leader. Jugantar later became an all-India movement. 

The Jugantar Party established its units across India and even established units across South-

East Asia, Europe, and America.  
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It was the time when the entire nation was discontent with the activities and atrocities 

committed by the British on the Indians. At that time, Jatin gave a clarion call “Amra morbo, 

jagat jagbe” (We shall die to awaken the nation) which triggered the revolution against 

the British. Thousands of patriotic youths joined Jatin’s clarion call and joined the freedom 

movement. It was an era of freedom movement where cultural nationalism and socialism had 

a unique blend of revolt against the British.  

 

Armed Insurrection Against British  

 

 Jatin took the path of violence for the cause of Purna Swaraj (total independence) as opposed 

to the principles of nonviolence of the Indian National Congress. The First World War broke 

out in 1914 and Jatin looked towards Germany for help. Jatin contacted the German Crown 

Prince for the delivery of arms and ammunition for an insurrection to get freedom for India. 

The responsibility for raising the funds and procuring the arms and ammunition was entrusted 

to MN Roy, a trusted lieutenant of Jatin. In 1915, Roy left India in search of and arrange for 

the procurement of German arms. Roy later recounted in his posthumously published 

memoirs:  

 

 The plan was to use German ships interned in a port at the northern tip of Sumatra, to storm 

the Andaman Islands and free and arm the prisoners there, and land the army of liberation 

on Orissa coast. The ships were armoured, as many big German vessels were, ready for 

wartime use. They also carried several guns. The crew was composed of naval ratings. They 

had to escape from the internment camp, seize the ships, and sail... Several hundred rifles 

and other small arms with an adequate supply of ammunition could be acquired through 

Chinese smugglers who would get them on board the ships.  

 

Balasore the coastal town, was selected as the place where the shipload of arms consignment 

from Germany was to be delivered. Jatin, along with his followers, were hiding at Kaptipada 

village in the Mayurbhanj district of Odisha which was situated in the vicinity of Balasore to 

receive the arms and ammunition from Germany. However, their plans did not fructify. One 

E V Voska, a Czech spy who knew the plans of Jatin and his associates leaked the information 

to the British authorities. British authorities swiftly swung into action and ensured that the 

arms and ammunition were impounded while on their way. Jatin and his associates reached 

Balasore by walking for two days through the rough terrain and stretch of Mayurbhanj. The 

British Army took position on a hillock at Chashakhand village in Balasore. On September 9, 

1915, Jatin and his associates took up a position in a small trench at Chashakhand near 

Balasore. However, tempted by the reward announced by the British for providing any 

information to Jatin and his associates, the local villagers informed the British police about 

the whereabouts of Jatin and his associates. A large contingent of British police headed by 

top police officers reached Balasore to counter the revolutionaries. The British police were 

armed with sophisticated weapons but Jatin and his team fought only with Mauser pistols. 

The gun battle lasted for two hours with casualties on both sides.  In the gun battle Jatin was 

seriously wounded and the next day he succumbed to injuries in Balasore city hospital. 

Although the armed uprising could not take off successfully, Jatin’s death and the battle of 

Balasore had influence and inspiration for the fight against the British Raj for freedom by the 

later youth and freedom fighters. Jatin’s mounting attacks shook the British administration in 

London. The recorded documents showed that Earl of Minto and Charles Hardinge, the 

consecutive Governor Generals of India had shown their deep concern about the rise of the 

Jugantar movement under the leadership of Jatin.  

 

From Kaya in Bangladesh to Balasore in Odisha in India, Jatin made a long-lasting impression 

in the hearts of millions of Indians. It was widely believed that Jatin inspired Bangabandhu 
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Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to fight against 

the Pakistani army during the liberation of 

Bangladesh  in 1971. Jatin’s vision of 

independent India was far ahead of his 

time, that is - a modern India with 

politically free, economically prosperous 

and spiritually progressive. Mahatma 

Gandhi had described Jatin as a ‘divine 

personality’.  

 

A locality in Kolkata had been named after 

Bagha Jatin. Barabati Girls High School 

situated near the banks of the river BudhaBalanga in Balasore town has a statue of Bagha 

Jatin as it was where the erstwhile Balasore district government hospital, where he breathed 

his last, stood. Chashakhand, a place near Phulari, which was only 15 km east of Balasore 

has a park in his memory. A postage stamp was released by the Government of India in 2007. 

 

 Appreciating the heroism of Bagha Jatin, Charles Augustus Tegart, then a top British police 

officer in India, wrote:  

 

Bagha Jatin, the Bengali revolutionary, is one of the most selfless political workers 

in India. His driving power (…) immense: if an army could be raised or arms could 

reach an Indian port, the British would lose the war.  

 

Augustus Tegart had once also told his colleagues:  

 

If Bagha Jatin was an Englishman, then the English people would have built his 

statue next to Nelson’s at Trafalgar Square.  

 

Historian Prithwin Mukherjee, the grandson of Jatin, who vividly chronicled the detailed 

vignettes of the great freedom fighter from his birth until his death wrote:  

 

Bagha Jatin chose to suffer and taught his followers to do so in the name of a future 

of India where citizens would be happy and prosperous amid the other free nations.  

 

Dr Syama Prasad Mookerjee wrote:  

 

 Jatindranath was the well-known and principal leader of the second episode in the 

history of the revolutionary movement who belonged to that band of fighters, who 

had written a blood-red chapter of their country’s fight for freedom. Sacrificing all 

they had… they rushed to the ritual call of death and, inch by inch, by shedding their 

lives, they had left for us the relish of a greater life.  

 

Referring to the Battle of Balasore – where Jatin fought with valor– renowned author 

Hirendranath Mukherjee wrote:  

 

The Balasore battle where Jatin, with select comrades, laid down his life remains a 

luminous landmark in India’s struggle for freedom from British imperialist 

subjugations.  

 

JAI HIND 
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