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From the Desk of Managing Editor 
 

Dear Reader, 

 

On behalf of the Editorial Board, I am 

pleased to present the 220th (July 2025) 

edition of PreSense, featuring another rich 

array of meaningful content. 

 

• This month’s Editorial revisits 

Rajaji’s forgotten peace mission, 

urging a revival of India’s moral leadership on the 

global stage. His vision for disarmament and diplomacy 

holds deep relevance in today’s conflicted world. 

• We feature exclusive interviews with two Sansad 

Ratna Awardees: 

o Dr Medha Kulkarni MP – Advocate for women’s 

empowerment and cultural preservation. 

o Naresh Mhaske MP – From slum roots to Parliament, 

committed to urban development. 

• Other highlights in this edition include: 

o Prince cartoon 

o Freedom Fighter – A tribute to Matu Ram Huda, a 

heroic figure from Haryana. 

o Mentorship Feature – From Krishna to co-creation, 

how mentorship evolves in today’s world. 

o Podcasts – AI-generated episodes featuring this 

month’s cover stories. 

o Time Capsule – Revisiting our 2010 edition on 

financial literacy. 

o Sansad Ratna Awards 2025 – Ceremony details and 

announcement of awardees. 

As always, we value your feedback at 

editor@corpezine.com and encourage you to share 

PreSense with your network. 

 

See you next month with more inspiring content. 

 

Jai Hind! 

K. Srinivasan 

Publisher & Managing Editor 

PreSense  

. 
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Editorial  

 
The Forgotten Crusader: Reviving Rajaji's Mission for 

World Peace in Our Hour of Greatest Need 

By Ramesh Sundaram, Joint Managing Editor 

(Rajaji’s forgotten peace mission offers timeless wisdom — a moral blueprint India 

must revive today to steer the world from conflict.) 

"Even so limited a beginning cannot help but carry forward the cause of peace for which you 

so devoutly laboured." - President John F. Kennedy to C. Rajagopalachari, 1962 

 

When War Clouds Gather: The World's Present Agony 

The world today bleeds from a thousand wounds. As we write, the thunder of artillery echoes 

across Ukrainian plains, where a conflict now in its fourth year has claimed hundreds of 

thousands of lives and displaced millions more. The fragile ceasefire is held by a thread, whilst 

Western nations pour arms into the theatre, escalating tensions with Russia to dangerous 

heights. 

In the Middle East, the ancient lands of Palestine and Israel remain scarred by cycles of 

violence. The brutal Hamas attacks that claimed innocent Israeli lives triggered devastating 

retaliations that have left Gaza in ruins. Meanwhile, the shadow war between Iran and Israel 

threatens to engulf the entire region, with strikes on nuclear facilities raising the spectre of 

catastrophic escalation. 
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Even our subcontinent bears fresh scars. When Pakistani-based terrorists brutally murdered 

innocent Hindu pilgrims at Pahalgam, India was compelled to respond with surgical strikes 

across the border. Though restraint prevailed and escalation was avoided, the incident 

reminds us how quickly regional tensions can ignite. 

These conflicts exact a terrible toll not merely on the warring nations but on the entire global 

community. Economic disruption, refugee crises, food insecurity, and the diversion of precious 

resources from development to destruction — war's tentacles strangle progress worldwide. 

Children go hungry whilst nations spend billions on instruments of death. Hospitals lack 

medicines whilst armies stockpile ammunition. 

The Forgotten Statesman: Rajaji's Prophetic Mission of 1962 

Yet there was a time when India's voice rang out with moral authority across the world's 

corridors of power, championing peace with such eloquence that even superpowers paused 

to listen. That voice belonged to Chakravarti Rajagopalachari—Rajaji—whose extraordinary 

peace mission of 1962 remains one of the most remarkable yet forgotten chapters in our 

diplomatic history. 

The Nuclear Nightmare Begins 

As the Cold War reached its terrifying zenith in the early 1960s, the United States of America 

and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics engaged in a deadly dance of nuclear 

brinkmanship. Above-ground nuclear tests were poisoning the atmosphere with radioactive 

fallout, whilst the arms race spiralled towards mutually assured destruction. The Cuban Missile 

Crisis had brought the world to the very brink of nuclear war, and humanity lived under the 

shadow of atomic annihilation. 

It was in this climate of fear that Rajaji, then 84 years old, embarked on what would become 

one of the most successful peace missions in modern history. Under the aegis of the Gandhi 

Peace Foundation, this frail yet formidable statesman set out to confront the nuclear madness 

consuming the world. 

 

President Kennedy (3rd from left) and Rajaji (4th from left) -Sep 1962 
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When Wisdom Met Power: Rajaji and Kennedy 

On a crisp autumn day in 1962, the former Governor-General of India walked into the Oval 

Office to meet President John F. Kennedy. What was scheduled as a brief 25-minute courtesy 

call stretched into an hour-long dialogue that would help change the course of history. 

Rajaji's presentation was masterful. With the moral authority of one who had fought alongside 

Gandhi for freedom and justice, he laid bare the nuclear threat in language that cut through 

diplomatic niceties. "These tests," he declared with characteristic forthrightness, "amount to 

a wholly illegitimate attack on the health of present and future generations of uninvolved 

millions, who have not written off their rights in favour of nuclear pugilists." 

Kennedy, initially sceptical, found himself captivated by Rajaji's eloquence and the sheer force 

of his moral argument. The President later remarked that he was "awestruck" by the Indian 

statesman's presentation. Here was a man who could speak truth to power because he sought 

nothing for himself — only peace for humanity. 

The Papal Intervention 

Rajaji's mission extended beyond political capitals. In an inspired move, he sought an 

audience with Pope John XXIII, pleading with the Holy Father to lend the Church's moral voice 

to the cause of nuclear disarmament. The Pope, moved by Rajaji's passionate advocacy, 

issued a historic papal plea against nuclear testing—an intervention that reverberated across 

the Christian world. 

Victory from the Jaws of Annihilation 

The results were extraordinary. In 1963, just months after Rajaji's mission, the Partial Test 

Ban Treaty was signed by the USA, USSR, and United Kingdom, ending atmospheric nuclear 

testing. President Kennedy himself acknowledged Rajaji's crucial role in this breakthrough, 

writing to the Indian leader: "Even so limited a beginning cannot help but carry forward the 

cause of peace for which you so devoutly laboured." 

Through the pages of his magazine Swarajya, 

Rajaji had long campaigned against the 

nuclear menace, comparing the atomic 

powers' deception about radioactive dangers 

to tobacco companies misleading the public 

about smoking's health risks. His vision was 

breathtakingly bold: he proposed that all 

nuclear nations should dump their atomic 

weapons deep in the Antarctic, neutralising 

the threat of nuclear war forever. 

Tragically, political considerations prevented 

the Indian government from sending Rajaji to 

the Geneva Disarmament Conference, despite President Kennedy's personal desire to see him 

there. One can only imagine how his moral voice might have shaped those crucial 

negotiations. 

The Unfinished Symphony: Modi's Moment to Revive Rajaji's Legacy 

Today, as the world once again teeters on the edge of catastrophic conflict, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi stands uniquely positioned to revive Rajaji's abandoned peace mission. Modi, 

whom admirers call Vishwa Guru (World Teacher), possesses something rare in today's 

fractured world: the trust and respect of leaders across all major powers. 

The results were extraordinary. In 

1963, just months after Rajaji's 

mission, the Partial Test Ban 

Treaty was signed by the USA, 

USSR, and United Kingdom, ending 

atmospheric nuclear testing. 

President Kennedy himself 

acknowledged Rajaji's crucial role 

in this breakthrough,  
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India's Moral Authority Restored 

When Modi speaks of peace, he does so from the land that gave the world Gautama Buddha 

and Mahatma Gandhi. "When India talks about peace," he has said, "the whole world listens." 

This is not mere rhetoric — it reflects India's unique position as a nation that has never been 

an aggressor, that practices strategic autonomy whilst maintaining friendship with all. 

Consider India's restraint even in provocation: when forced to respond to Pakistani terrorism, 

India struck only military targets and immediately de-escalated. This measured approach has 

earned India credibility as a responsible power committed to peace. 

The Diplomatic Opening 

Modi's relationships span the global spectrum. He maintains warm ties with both Putin and 

Zelensky, with Biden and Xi Jinping, with leaders across the Middle East and Europe. This 

diplomatic capital, built through years of patient engagement, creates unprecedented 

opportunities for peace mediation. 

Like Rajaji six decades ago, Modi understands that true leadership means speaking 

uncomfortable truths to powerful friends. He has already begun this process, telling Putin 

directly that "this is not an era of war" and offering India's services as a mediator. 

The Rajaji Doctrine for Modern Times 

Modi must now expand this approach, creating a new "Rajaji Doctrine" for 21st-century peace-

making: 

First, establish a permanent Indian Peace Mission, drawing on our rich tradition of conflict 

resolution and our position as the world's largest democracy. 

Second, leverage India's growing economic and technological prowess to offer positive 

incentives for peace, not merely sanctions for war. 

Third, revive the moral dimension of diplomacy that Rajaji exemplified — speaking not just 

as representatives of national interests, but as guardians of human civilisation. 

Fourth, use India's soft cultural power and spiritual traditions to remind the world that lasting 

peace must be built on foundations deeper than mere political agreements. 

The Eternal Song of Peace: India's Spiritual Message to the World 

As we call for renewed peace efforts, we must remember that India's advocacy for global 

harmony flows from our deepest spiritual wellsprings. Our ancient scriptures don't merely 

recommend peace — they declare it the fundamental condition for human flourishing. 

The Sanskrit Wisdom of Ages 

Every Hindu ritual concludes with the sacred invocation: "Om Shanti Shanti Shantihi"—may 

peace prevail in all three realms of existence. This is not mere liturgy but a profound 

recognition that peace must encompass the physical, mental, and spiritual dimensions of 

human experience. 

The Atharva Veda declares: "Aa no bhadrah kratavo yantu vishwatah"—let noble thoughts 

come to us from all directions. This ancient verse envisions a world where wisdom flows freely 

across borders, where humanity learns from its collective heritage rather than destroying it 

through conflict. 
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Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam: The World as Family 

Perhaps no concept better captures India's vision for global peace than "Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam"—the world is one family. This isn't naive idealism but a practical philosophy 

recognising that in our interconnected age, the suffering of any nation becomes the burden 

of all. 

The Tamil classic Purananuru echoes this sentiment: "Yaadhum oore yaavarum kelir"—every 

place is our home, and every person our kin. These aren't just beautiful words but a blueprint 

for the kind of consciousness required to build lasting peace. 

The Price of War, the Dividend of Peace 

Our scriptures understood what modern economics confirms: war consumes the seed corn of 

civilisation. Resources spent on weapons are resources stolen from schools, hospitals, and 

infrastructure. Children killed in conflicts are future scientists, artists, and leaders who are 

lost forever. 

When nations choose peace over conflict, they unlock their peoples' creative potential. South 

Korea's transformation from war-torn poverty to technological prosperity, Japan's post-war 

economic miracle, Europe's integration after centuries of warfare; all demonstrate peace's 

dividends. 

The Sacred Duty of Our Generation 

Today's leaders face a choice as stark as any in human history. Will they follow the path of 

Rajaji — the way of moral courage, patient diplomacy, and unwavering commitment to peace? 

Or will they stumble towards a confrontation that could end human civilisation itself? 

The answer lies not just in the hands of prime ministers and presidents, but in the hearts of 

ordinary citizens who must demand that their leaders choose wisdom over folly, dialogue over 

destruction, hope over hatred. 

Rajaji's mission succeeded because it spoke to something deeper than national interest — it 

appealed to our common humanity. In reviving his legacy, we honour not just a forgotten 

statesman but the eternal human aspiration for peace. 

The world needs India's voice now more than ever. Not as another great power pursuing 

narrow interests, but as the inheritor of Rajaji's moral vision — a nation that dares to dream 

of beating swords into ploughshares, of transforming the world from a battlefield into a 

sanctuary of human flourishing. 

In the words of our ancient prayer: "Sarve bhavantu sukhinah, sarve santu niramayah"—may 

all beings be happy, may all beings be free from suffering. This is not just India's prayer but 

humanity's deepest longing. 

The time has come to make it a reality. 

PreSense appeals to Hon’ble Prime Minister Modi to establish a new Peace Mission 

in honour of Rajaji's legacy, and urge all nations to choose the path of dialogue over 

destruction. As Rajaji proved in 1962, sometimes the voice of one righteous nation 

can awaken the conscience of the world. 
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Cover Story 1 

Dr. Medha Kulkarni: Champion of Women's 

Empowerment and Cultural Heritage 
 
 

By Prime Point Srinivasan (Managing Editor) with Priyadharshni Rahul (Editor) 
 

 
Hon. MP Dr. Medha Kulkarni represents the epitome of principled leadership and 

grassroots empowerment in Indian politics. A distinguished educator-turned-

politician, she has served as Corporator, MLA, and now Rajya Sabha MP whilst 

simultaneously holding the position of National Vice President of BJP Mahila Morcha. 

Her unwavering commitment to women's rights, environmental conservation, and 

cultural preservation has earned her the prestigious Sansad Ratna Award in her 

debut parliamentary year. This exclusive interview for eMagazine PreSense explores 

her remarkable journey from academia to Parliament, her transformative initiatives 

for women's empowerment, and her vision for India's future development. 

Excerpts: 

 

You began your career as an academic before entering politics in 1998. Could you 

share what inspired your transition from the classroom to public service, and what 

challenges you faced during those early years in politics? 

I entered electoral politics in 2002 through municipal corporation elections, 

but the roots of my public life go much deeper. I grew up in a household 

where service to the nation and society wasn't just talked about — it was 

lived day in and day out. My father, Dr Madhukar Patankar, a freedom fighter, 

was jailed for two years during the Goa Liberation Movement. Later, as a 

practising doctor, I saw him routinely treat patients who couldn't afford care, 

often without charging a single rupee. That kind of selflessness left a deep impression on me. 

My husband, Shri Vishram Kulkarni, was also deeply involved in social work, particularly with 

the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). I too was involved in many social and Sangh 

activities. As a teacher and professor, my core belief has always been to bring about positive 

change in society and contribute to nation-building. While education and instilling good values 
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in classrooms can create lasting change, I realised that politics offers a broader platform for 

transformation. I believe that good politicians can build a nation through development and 

social service. 

This conviction led me to join the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) through the women's wing in 

Pune. I was tasked with leading the Annyaay Nivaran Samiti, a cell focused on reducing 

injustice and atrocities against women. In 2002, the party urged me to contest the municipal 

elections in my residential area, and I won the election for Corporator from a reserved seat 

for women. This marked my entry into electoral politics. 

In those early years, the primary challenges I faced were societal and bureaucratic. People, 

especially men, weren't accustomed to a woman independently taking on a leadership role. 

However, I personally handled all tasks, decisions, meetings, speeches, research, and 

interactions with officials from the very beginning. In fact, being a woman turned out to be 

an advantage; I could connect directly with women in their homes and organise them 

effectively. 

Another challenge was the bureaucratic mindset. Officials often resist any public 

representative, but when a woman representative approached them, their first thought was 

outright dismissal. Women are expected to be agreeable by default, which is difficult when 

you're elected to fight for people's issues. 

Reflecting on your time as a corporator in Pune and later as an MLA, what do you 

consider your most significant achievements prior to your election to the Rajya 

Sabha? 

I served three terms as Corporator (2002-2014) and one term as MLA (2014-2019). Being a 

public representative allows me to contribute more effectively due to the officiality of the 

position and the ability to allocate necessary funds. 

I established study centres and gymnasiums and set up anganwadis during my tenure. I 

believe anganwadis are especially crucial institutions impacting early childhood education. I 

organised various training programmes for women, including vocational training and free 

courses to help them achieve self-reliance. I initiated literacy classes for women who primarily 

earned their living through small household chores, teaching them basic literacy, which 

significantly boosted their confidence. 

For children in slum areas, I set up free study centres and libraries. Another significant 

achievement was creating a grand memorial at the site where Veer Savarkar had famously 

burnt foreign clothes during the freedom struggle. The memorial includes a museum and 

library. 

I contributed to the PMC's hawkers’ policy and played a vital role in AIDS awareness 

programmes. I established free clinics in slum areas and spearheaded initiatives for people 

with disabilities, including providing free prosthetics and distributing wheelchairs. I set up free 

gymnasiums primarily for women, along with yoga classes. 

Being passionate about the environment, I organise large-scale cycle rallies every year on the 

Honourable Prime Minister Modi's birthday. As an MLA, I funded rainwater harvesting projects 

in many housing societies within my constituency and commissioned audits providing before-

and-after groundwater level reports to demonstrate effectiveness. 

One of my most significant contributions was addressing severe traffic congestion at Chandni 

Chowk. I collaborated with the Honourable Minister Nitin Gadkari to develop a major six-lane 

integrated plan under the NHAI, costing 900 crore rupees. I also played a major role in 

implementing the Metro city development plan and took initiative on projects like the Pashan 

Lake and Ram Nadi project. I also established free legal aid centres and career guidance 

centres. 
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Your political journey has been shaped by your family's legacy and your association 

with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. Who have been your key mentors or 

sources of inspiration, and how have they influenced your approach to leadership? 

My political journey has been deeply shaped by RSS ideology, instilling profound respect for 

the thoughts of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj and Veer Savarkar in me. I believe in dedicating 

one's life to larger national goals and considering the individual secondary to the nation. 

Late Atal Bihari Vajpayee was an inclusive personality with exceptional oratory skills. His 

ability to articulate and explain a point was remarkable, deeply influencing my political style. 

Shri Lal Krishna Advani was a principled politician whose Rath Yatra provided the strong 

inspiration for staunch Hindutva. Late Pramod Mahajan was a true perfectionist who 

demanded meticulous planning and execution in every task. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, when he was Chief Minister of Gujarat, demonstrated how a 

leader could be accessible to anyone, even ordinary citizens. He set an example of transparent 

governance and accessibility that greatly influenced my commitment to good governance. 

What lessons from their leadership have you applied in your political career? 

From Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Pramod Mahajan, I have learnt the importance of studying an 

issue thoroughly and articulating it effectively. From Advani Ji, I learned the lesson of being 

firm and principled in decisions when necessary. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's working style is very unique. He's taken on the monumental 

task of advancing the nation in terms of development, preserving Indian culture, and ensuring 

national security. The significant developments under his tenure in such a short time are 

unparalleled. He brought in radical changes through initiatives like Make in India, Digital India, 

and Atmanirbhar Bharat. This inspires me to ensure that no issue concerning our citizens' 

needs goes unaddressed. 

As National Vice President of the BJP Mahila Morcha, you have worked extensively 

to promote women's participation in politics. In your view, why is it essential for 

more women to join public life, and what barriers still need to be addressed? 

Under Prime Minister Narendra Modi, numerous women-centric schemes have been launched 

nationwide, including Matru Vandana Yojana, Lakhpati Didi, Mudra Loan Yojana, Ujjwala Gas, 

and Beti Bachao Beti Padhao. To ensure effective implementation at the grassroots level, a 

force of women activists is vital. 

Through the BJP Mahila Morcha in various States, a large number of local women have 

benefited from these initiatives. Women activists and leaders are uniquely positioned to 

connect with local women, understand their needs, and bring about positive change. When a 

woman changes, it impacts her entire family and, by natural extension, the whole society. 

Therefore, more and more women must enter politics and utilise their positions to advance 

women's progress. It is crucial for them specifically and for society as a whole. 

Could you elaborate on specific initiatives you have championed to empower women 

at the grassroots level? 

As National Vice President of BJP Mahila Morcha, I extensively toured the country studying 

how Anganwadi programmes were implemented in various States. This research culminated 

in a 100-page report, which I submitted to the central government, presenting it to Prime 

Minister Modi and other relevant officials. I'm pleased that some recommendations have been 

implemented in States like Maharashtra. 

I compiled a book titled "Mahilanchya Hakkachi Sanad" (Charter of Women's Rights) during 

my time as Corporator and MLA. This comprehensive compilation of laws relevant to women 

makes crucial information accessible to ordinary women. 
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Your advocacy for recognising Marathi as a classical language and your emphasis 

on rainwater harvesting are notable. What drives your focus on cultural and 

environmental issues? 

If a language survives, culture survives, and if culture survives, the nation survives. Marathi 

is an ancient and classical language enriched through its journey via Sanskrit and Prakrit. As 

head of the Marathi Language Committee, I actively sought its recognition as a classical 

language. 

Regarding rainwater harvesting, it's predicted that the next global conflicts will be over water. 

Environmental imbalance due to climate change shows shifts in rainfall patterns and seasons. 

I initiated changes in the criteria for using MLA funds, implementing rainwater harvesting in 

hundreds of societies within my constituency when I was an MLA. This resulted in rising 

groundwater levels, allowing societies to access water during summer. If such programmes 

are implemented throughout Maharashtra, we can avoid the cycle of floods followed by 

drought. 

As a Member of Parliament, what is your vision for your future political career, and 

which areas do you intend to prioritise? 

My focus isn't on my political future, but on how I can use this position to benefit Pune city's 

future. Pune is an incredibly important city with rich culture and heritage — an educational 

hub, cultural city, and IT hub. 

Currently, Pune is expanding rapidly and undergoing significant cultural changes. My priority 

is ensuring that whilst we develop the city, we also preserve its cultural heritage. Issues like 

traffic congestion, unauthorised constructions, and encroachments have contributed to cities 

losing their original charm. My vision is to act as a link in creating a more law-abiding society 

and improving everyone's quality of life. 

You were recently honoured with the Sansad Ratna Award. What does this 

recognition mean to you personally? 

I'm incredibly grateful to the selection committee. The award is important to me. This 

recognition is a huge pat on the back and will undoubtedly motivate me to work even harder. 

When an individual receives an award, it's not just for them; it is for every team member. 

This award truly emphasises my sense of responsibility. Even though I received it in my very 

first year, I know there's still so much to learn from my seniors. I intend to use this platform 

to master parliamentary procedures, ensure justice for the public, and address various 

national issues effectively. 

For young Indians, especially women, who aspire to enter politics, what advice 

would you offer? 

Our nation is young, and it's essential for this new generation to provide fresh direction to 

politics. My advice to anyone aspiring to public service is this: nothing is possible without 

thorough study. There's no shortcut to gaining knowledge. 

You must study various subjects, understand the media, familiarise yourself with 

parliamentary tools and working procedures, and delve into the Constitution's various rules 

and articles. Beyond academic preparation, cultivate strong public speaking and 

communication skills, develop a genuine passion for social work, and maintain sensitivity 

towards the public's problems. If you possess these qualities, I believe you can overcome any 

challenges and truly contribute to society. 
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Cover Story 2 

Naresh Ganpat Mhaske: From Slum to 

Sansad Ratna in Maiden Term 
 

 
By Prime Point Srinivasan (Managing Editor) with Priyadharshni Rahul (Editor) 

 

Shri Naresh Ganpat Mhaske, first-term 

Member of Parliament for Thane, rose from 

student activism in the Bharatiya Vidyarthi 

Sena to civic leadership as Mayor of Thane 

before entering the Lok Sabha in 2024. In 

his maiden year as Member of Parliament 

itself, he secured the coveted Sansad Ratna 

Award 2025 for his prolific parliamentary 

interventions and tireless constituency 

work, earning 7,34,000 votes on the 

strength of his grassroots rapport. In this 

exclusive PreSense conversation, the commerce graduate reflects on his journey, 

the hurdles he overcame, and his vision for addressing urban challenges across 

Thane, Navi Mumbai and Mira-Bhayandar. Excerpts: 

 

What inspired you to join politics, and were there any pivotal moments or influences 

that led you to dedicate yourself to public service? 

While studying at college, I began helping fellow students resolve their 

everyday problems, which drew me into the Bharatiya Vidyarthi Sena and, 

through it, into active politics. My greatest inspiration was my mentor, 

Dharmaveer Anand Dighe Saheb — a tireless champion of Thane’s citizens 

whose dedication deeply influenced me. I grew up in a slum where residents 

struggled with basics such as water, electricity, roads, drainage, toilets, 

health, and cleanliness, and I made it my mission to tackle these challenges. Whenever 

required, I led protests on behalf of local people and students, and that journey steadily 

deepened my engagement in public life. 

Every political journey has challenges. Could you share the key difficulties you faced 

and how you overcame them? 

While serving the public, I faced constant opposition from rival parties: some adversaries had 

criminal backgrounds, others possessed great wealth or inherited political influence, and all 

were keen to criticise and target me. Yet I never allowed fear or discouragement to take hold 

of me. I worked with unwavering dedication and consistency, remained closely connected to 

citizens, and patiently addressed their problems. I also forged strong ties with cultural and 

social organisations. Staying totally focused, maintaining public contact, and working 

tirelessly, I overcame those political challenges. 

As the Member of Parliament for Thane, what do you regard as your most impactful 

contributions, both in Parliament and in your constituency? 

Although only a year has passed since my election, I have already raised numerous important 

issues in Parliament, especially the people’s long-pending railway demands, and have pursued 

them with sustained follow-up. Thane Lok Sabha constituency is entirely urban, covering 

Thane, Navi Mumbai, and Mira-Bhayandar. I concentrate on matters within those municipal 
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areas and keep in constant dialogue with residents to understand and address their concerns 

and problems. 

How do you balance party responsibilities with a commitment to voters’ welfare, 

and what keeps you motivated? 

Though elected on a party ticket, I maintain direct personal contact with constituents and 

strive to balance party duties with public welfare. Solving citizens’ problems is my priority. 

Fulfilling promises, staying accessible, and witnessing the positive results of our efforts 

continually motivate me to push for further change. 

You received the Sansad Ratna Award in 2025. How did that recognition feel, and 

what does it mean to you? 

I was delighted to receive the Sansad Ratna Award. Being honoured in my very first year 

makes it especially meaningful and has strengthened my positive image among voters. 

Parliamentary speaking time is limited, but I seized each opportunity to raise significant public 

issues. That proactive engagement earned me the reputation of an active MP who champions 

people’s rights. The award has boosted my confidence and motivates me to work even harder. 

In your view, what are the most pressing problems facing Thane today, and how 

are you addressing them in Parliament? 

Thane is a fully urban constituency, so many issues come under the State Government and 

Municipal Corporations, requiring constant follow-up. The most serious concern is the 

railways: passenger numbers have soared, necessitating more trains, and there is an urgent 

need for modernised stations and better facilities. I have raised these demands vigorously in 

Parliament, and improvement works have already begun at many stations. 

What advice would you offer young people wishing to build a career in politics and 

create meaningful change? 

More young citizens should step forward. Politics offers a powerful platform for public service, 

and the greater the number of educated youth participating, the better the changes we can 

bring for society, helping curb the commercialisation of politics and strengthening democracy. 

Women’s representation is vital. Why should more women enter politics, and how 

can they be supported? 

Women are always welcome in politics, but must not become mere figureheads. Some enter 

through reservation yet remain controlled by others. Women should come forward with their 

ideas and have independence in their thoughts, refusing to be managed like puppets. 

Reflecting on your journey to the Sansad Ratna Award, which values and principles 

have guided you? 

Consistency, honesty, and prioritising ordinary citizens have guided me. I never tried to 

project myself as a leader; instead, I worked as a common karyakarta. That approach earned 

me 7,34,000 votes and, more importantly, the community’s trust. 

Your background is in commerce. How has education shaped your approach to 

policy-making, and does diverse academic exposure enrich parliamentary debate? 

Education equips us to study precedent, understand policy, and act with a disciplined mindset. 

It undeniably improves performance in Parliament. Diversity of educational backgrounds 

enhances debate and decision-making, so I strongly advocate higher learning for all aspiring 

public representatives. 
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PODCAST 
 

Presence has created Podcasts of the two cover stories with the help of the AI Tool 

NotebookLM.  Please listen to the AI-generated Podcasts on the achievements of these MPs. 

 

 
 

Listen to the podcast 

https://youtu.be/4rLUBpSXjvI  

 

 
 

Listen to the podcast 

https://youtu.be/0m8JX25L7Uo  
 

  

https://youtu.be/4rLUBpSXjvI
https://youtu.be/0m8JX25L7Uo


 

 

17 

 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT – 15TH EDITION OF SANSAD RATNA AWARDS 
 

Sansad Ratna Awards are presented to top-performing Indian Parliamentarians every year 

since 2010 on the suggestion of Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, who himself launched the first Award 

ceremony in May 2010.  This Award was instituted by Prime Point Foundation and eMagazine 

PreSense.  An eminent Jury Committee of Award-winning Parliamentarians and eminent civil 

society representatives nominates the awards. The Awards are presented on behalf of civil 

society. The Jury Committee has nominated the Awardees for Sansad Ratna Awards 2025.  

The Awards will be presented at the Award Ceremony scheduled for the last week of July 2025 

in Delhi. The following Parliamentarians and Parliamentary Committees will receive the 

Awards. 

 

This year, 17 individual awards will be conferred, including four Special Awards by the 

Chairman of the Jury Committee, recognising “Outstanding and Consistent Contribution 

to Parliamentary Democracy”. Two Parliamentary Standing Committees will also get the 

Sansad Ratna Awards 2025. 

 

The 15th edition of the Award ceremony will be held in New Delhi on Saturday, 26th July 2025.  

Shri Hansraj G Ahir, Chairman, National Commission for Backward Classes, a Constitutional 

Authority in the status of Union Cabinet Minister, and also the Chairman of the Jury Committee 

will preside over the event. 

 

Shri Kiran Rijuju, Union Minister for Parliamentary Affairs and Minority Affairs, and Shri Arjun 

Ram Meghwal, MoS (I/c) Law and Justice, are the Chief Guests to present the Awards. 

 

Prime Point Foundation and PreSense are thankful to the following Organisations for 

sponsoring this event. 

 

MAIN SPONSORS ASSOCIATE SPONSORS 

  

 

 

 

During this event, an exclusive book of PreSense will be released containing the success 

stories and challenges faced by the Award-winning Members of Parliament.   This book will 

be useful for all political aspirants, political students, and general professionals to climb up 

the ladder of success, facing challenges. Prime Point Srinivasan and Priyadharshni Rahul have 

authored this book by holding personal interviews with all the award-winning MPs.  Ramesh 

Sundaram edited the complete script. 
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Time Capsule Chronicles: 

Revisiting PreSense - 15 Years Ago – June 2010 

“Financial (Il)literacy” 

Fifteen years ago, PreSense tackled a theme that 

remains startlingly relevant today: financial 

literacy amongst India's youth. The June 2010 

edition, guest-edited by Vishnuram, a 

communication professional, captured a pivotal 

moment when credit cards were proliferating 

rapidly, yet financial awareness lagged 

dangerously behind. 

The edition's online survey of 120 respondents 

revealed concerning patterns that mirror today's 

challenges. With 35% of respondents saving less 

than 5% of their income and 40% admitting to 

wasteful expenditure, the magazine highlighted 

a generation caught between newfound 

prosperity and poor financial discipline. The 

anecdotal evidence was particularly striking - 

young professionals accumulating a dozen credit 

cards and falling into debt traps that cost them 

dearly. 

What makes this edition prescient is its focus on 

the psychological aspects of financial behaviour. 

Guest editor Vishnuram astutely observed how "blowing advertisements" and easy credit were 

creating "unplanned wasteful expenditure" - a phenomenon that has only intensified with 

digital marketing and instant loan apps today. 

The real-life case studies remain sobering. The professional who accumulated 12 credit cards 

and faced ₹4 lakh debt serves as a cautionary tale that resonates across generations. The 

comparative analysis showing credit card purchases costing nearly double that of bank loans 

(₹20,000 vs ₹14,000 for a ₹10,000 purchase) remains mathematically relevant. 

The edition's solutions - financial literacy in schools, parental guidance, and the "savings as 

first expenditure" principle - feel remarkably contemporary. Even the Education Loan Task 

Force's advocacy work addressing banking irregularities reflects issues that persist today. 

Perhaps most tellingly, the edition’s first lines are a couplet from Saint Thiruvalluvar's 2,000-

year-old wisdom poem Thirukkural - that disaster follows when expenditure exceeds income 

- proves that financial prudence transcends eras. This edition stands as both historical 

documentation and timeless guidance for financial wellness. 

 

This edition can be downloaded from the link: 

https://www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense0610.pdf     

Review Courtesy: Claude AI 

 

https://www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense0610.pdf
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Freedom Fighters of India 
 

Matu Ram Huda 

 
By C. Badri, Editor in Chief 

(Matu Ram Huda, a freedom fighter from Haryana, mobilised rural masses, led 

farmers’ movements, and championed education and justice during and after 

India’s independence struggle.) 

                    

Matu Ram Huda, a prominent freedom fighter from Haryana, holds 

a significant place in India's struggle for independence. He hailed 

from the Rohtak district of Haryana and is remembered for his 

active participation in the national movement, his relentless efforts 

to unite people, and his sacrifices for the cause of a free India. 

Huda's contributions extended beyond mere participation in 

protests or movements; he worked tirelessly to inspire his fellow 

countrymen, particularly in the rural heartlands of Haryana, to rise 

against British colonial rule. 

Matu Ram Huda was born in 1889 in a small village named Sanghi 

in the Rohtak district of Haryana. His family belonged to the Jat 

community, which was primarily agrarian. Growing up in a rural 

environment, Matu Ram was deeply connected to the land and the people of his region. His 

upbringing was rooted in the simple values of honesty, hard work, and social justice, which 

later shaped his commitment to the freedom struggle. 

Huda’s early life coincided with a period of growing unrest in India, as the British had tightened 

their control over the country. Like many young Indians of his time, Matu Ram Huda was 

inspired by the early freedom fighters, particularly Mahatma Gandhi, Bal Gangadhar Tilak, 

and Lala Lajpat Rai. The ideas of Swaraj (self-rule), non-cooperation, and civil disobedience 

resonated with him deeply. Seeing the poverty and exploitation faced by his fellow villagers, 

Huda was driven to fight for the rights and freedom of his people. 

Matu Ram Huda’s entry into the freedom movement was marked by his involvement in various 

protests and agitations against British rule. During the early 20th century, Haryana, like many 

parts of India, witnessed the rise of nationalist sentiments. Huda played a crucial role in 

organising the rural masses, particularly the farmers and labourers, who had been largely 

ignored by the nationalist leadership at that time. 

One of Huda's significant contributions was his involvement in the Non-Cooperation 

Movement, launched by Mahatma Gandhi in 1920. The movement called for the rejection of 

British goods, institutions, and titles, urging Indians to rely on their resources. Huda’s 

leadership was instrumental in mobilising the rural population of Haryana, particularly the 

farmers, to boycott British products and promote the use of Swadeshi goods. He worked 

tirelessly to spread awareness about the harmful effects of British economic policies on the 

Indian agrarian community, and his efforts significantly contributed to the movement’s 

success in Haryana. 

The Civil Disobedience Movement, launched in 1930, was another milestone in Matu Ram 

Huda's journey as a freedom fighter. Inspired by Mahatma Gandhi’s Salt Satyagraha, Huda 
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organised protests against the salt tax and other unjust policies imposed by the British 

government. He encouraged people to peacefully disobey the British laws, highlighting the 

importance of non-violent resistance. 

Huda’s leadership during this time was marked by his ability to bring together people from 

different communities, castes, and regions under the common cause of freedom. He believed 

that unity among the oppressed was crucial for the success of the freedom movement. His 

efforts in organising marches, protests, and public meetings in Haryana were instrumental in 

building momentum for the Civil Disobedience Movement in the region. 

Huda also faced arrests and imprisonment for his participation in these movements. The 

British authorities saw him as a significant threat, particularly because of his influence over 

the rural masses. However, imprisonment did not deter him; instead, it strengthened his 

resolve to fight for India’s independence. 

Apart from his role in the national movement, Matu Ram Huda was also a champion of farmers’ 

rights. Haryana, being an agrarian region, was heavily dependent on agriculture, and the 

farmers faced numerous challenges under British rule, including high taxes, exploitation by 

landlords, and lack of access to modern farming techniques. 

Huda actively worked towards improving the conditions of farmers in Haryana. He led several 

movements and protests against the unjust taxation policies imposed by the British on 

farmers. His advocacy for the rights of farmers earned him widespread support in the rural 

areas, and he became a key figure in the agrarian movements of the time. 

Huda’s efforts in improving the lives of farmers were not limited to protests. He also worked 

to educate farmers about their rights and encouraged them to adopt modern farming practices 

to improve their yields. His focus on empowering the agrarian community made him a beloved 

figure among the farmers of Haryana. 

India gained its independence in 1947, a moment of triumph for freedom fighters like Matu 

Ram Huda. However, Huda’s work did not end with the attainment of freedom. In the post-

independence period, he continued to work for the welfare of the people, particularly focusing 

on the development of rural Haryana. 

Huda was a firm believer in the power of education to uplift society. After independence, he 

focused on improving educational facilities in Haryana, advocating for the establishment of 

schools and colleges in rural areas. His vision was to empower the younger generation through 

education, enabling them to contribute to the progress of the nation. 

Huda’s contributions to the freedom movement and his post-independence work for social 

welfare left a lasting impact on Haryana. He remains a revered figure in the State, particularly 

among the farming community, for his tireless efforts to uplift the rural population and fight 

for their rights. 

Matu Ram Huda’s life is a testament to the courage, determination, and resilience of the 

Indian freedom fighters who fought against British colonial rule. His contributions to the 

freedom movement, particularly in mobilising the rural masses of Haryana, played a 

significant role in the larger struggle for India’s independence. Huda’s legacy as a freedom 

fighter and a champion of farmers’ rights continues to inspire future generations. 

As we celebrate the heroes of India’s freedom struggle, it is essential to remember the 

contributions of leaders like Matu Ram Huda, who fought not only for political freedom but 

also for the social and economic upliftment of the people. His life and work remain a beacon 

of hope and inspiration for all those who strive for justice, equality, and freedom. 
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Sukruti’s Corner 
 

From Krishna to Co-Creation:  

How Mentorship Evolves Globally 

By Sukruti Narayanan, Hon. Advisor (from Sydney, Australia) 

(From Krishna guiding Arjuna to today’s co-creative models, mentorship has 

evolved into a mutual journey of empathy, learning, and purpose across cultures 

and generations.) 

When young Arjuna stood frozen on 

the battlefield of Kurukshetra, 

overwhelmed by doubt and moral 

confusion, it wasn't his mighty bow or 

warrior skills that saved him. It was 

the wisdom of his mentor, Krishna, 

who guided him through the darkness 

of uncertainty to find his true purpose. 

This timeless episode from the 

Mahabharata captures something 

profound about mentorship that 

remains as relevant today as it was 

thousands of years ago. 

In our rapidly shifting world — where 

technology disrupts industries 

overnight and constant reinvention is 

the norm — mentorship has quietly emerged as one of the most powerful forces shaping 

future leaders, creators, and changemakers. While the concept itself is ancient, the practice 

of mentorship today is evolving dramatically, becoming less about hierarchy and more about 

co-creation, empathy, and transformation. 

Across the globe, a silent revolution is underway. In classrooms, boardrooms, laboratories, 

and even rural communities, mentorship is no longer a top-down transmission of wisdom but 

a dynamic two-way street of growth and discovery. 

The New Face of Mentorship 

From Silicon Valley start-ups to African grassroots NGOs, successful mentorship today hinges 

on shared vulnerability, mutual learning, and personalised guidance. The days of one-

size-fits-all mentoring have vanished. Instead, dynamic mentor-mentee relationships now 

thrive on empathy, adaptability, and the courage to let the mentee evolve in their own unique 

direction. 

One fascinating global trend is the rise of reverse mentoring—where younger professionals 

guide senior leaders on emerging technologies, diversity awareness, or generational culture. 

Corporates in Australia, Singapore, and the UK are investing heavily in these programmes to 

bridge generational gaps and create inclusive workplaces. Here, the mentor learns as much 

as they teach, proving that age is no longer the sole indicator of wisdom. 

Another significant shift is the emergence of peer mentoring networks, particularly in 

technology, healthcare, and education. Individuals at similar career stages hold each other 

accountable, solve problems collaboratively, and build leadership muscles through shared 
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experience. Platforms like LinkedIn Learning and global virtual cohorts are making this format 

more accessible than ever before. 

Mentorship as a Leveller 

In education, mentoring has transcended academic tutoring. Countries like Finland, India, and 

Canada are embedding mentoring into their school and university systems, focusing on social-

emotional growth, resilience, and career navigation. Programmes are carefully tailored to 

underserved youth, first-generation learners, and girls in STEM, proving that mentorship can 

be a leveller, not just a ladder. 

Even in politics and public service, 

behind every visible leader often 

stands an invisible mentor. These are 

quiet but committed individuals who 

shape the character, ethics, and 

emotional intelligence of those 

destined to serve. Across Latin 

America and Asia, emerging women 

leaders credit their rise to informal 

mentors who helped them navigate 

cultural barriers and self-doubt. 

The Challenges Within 

However, mentorship isn't without its 

pitfalls. Jealousy, over-dependence, 

and identity clashes can arise when boundaries blur or expectations are mismatched. Mentees 

may feel trapped under their mentor's shadow, whilst mentors may resist relinquishing 

control. True mentorship, however, is not about cloning the mentor — it's about helping 

someone discover their own blueprint for success. 

What sets extraordinary mentors apart is their willingness to be vulnerable, to listen more 

than they speak, and to constantly update themselves. In an age where Gen Z mentees are 

digital natives who value purpose over prestige, mentors must remain intellectually and 

emotionally relevant — often learning alongside their mentees. 

The Multiplier Effect 

Perhaps the most underappreciated truth? Great mentors don't just build followers—

they build future mentors. They pass on not merely knowledge, but a code of compassion, 

courage, and curiosity that multiplies across generations. 

As the world redefines success beyond profit or position, mentorship offers something 

timeless — a human-to-human connection rooted in belief, guidance, and possibility. Like 

Krishna guiding Arjuna, the best mentors don't provide easy answers; they help us find the 

courage to ask better questions and the wisdom to trust our own journey. 

We don't need more influencers. We need more igniters — people who spark the best in 

others, often without credit, but always with lasting impact. 

The future belongs not to those who hoard wisdom, but to those who share it generously, 

creating ripples of transformation that extend far beyond what they could ever achieve alone. 
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