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From the Desk of Managing Editor 

 

 

Dear Readers 

 

On behalf of the Editorial Board, I am happy to 

share the 196th edition of your eMagazine 

PreSense with its rich content as always.  

I am pleased to announce that Shri Ramesh 

Sundaram is taking charge of PreSense as 

Editor in Chief from this edition.   He is already 

the Consulting Editor in our team.  I welcome him on board.  

With his rich experience in print media, he will add value to 

our eMagazine. 

Highlights of this issue: 

Prince cartoon 

Editorial: Modi’s State Visit to the US and his address to the 

Joint Sitting of US Congress. 

Cover Story: Narendra Modi has completed 9 years of his 

rule as PM in May 2023.   PreSense conducted a quick online 

survey to get the mood of the average middle-class people.  

Cover Story brings out the survey results and our findings. 

Book Analysis – Ambedkar: A life authored by Shashi 

Tharoor.  An exclusive interview with Katherine Abraham, 

the researcher on Dr Ambedkar. 

Media:  Dipti Kumar, shares her views on the trend of the 

Digital Media space. 

Freedom fighters: Kudiram Bose is featured. 

Health: PreSense organised a Panel discussion through 

Zoom on ‘Life beyond 60: How to manage body and mind 

healthy?’.   

I am confident that readers will enjoy reading this edition 

too. Kindly send your feedback to editor@corpezine.com, so 

that our Editorial Board can examine your suggestions. 

Please share this edition with your friends. I will catch up 

with you next month with more varied content. 

Jai Hind 

 

K. Srinivasan 

 

 

mailto:editor@presense.in
about:blank
http://www.presense.in/
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
http://www.presense.in/
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Editorial 
 

Prime Minister Modi’s State Visit to the US has brought 

India to Global Stage – A Comprehensive Review 

By Prime Point Srinivasan, Publisher and Mg. Editor 

 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s State visit to the US and his address to the joint sitting of the 

US Congress on 23rd June 2023 has brought India to the centre stage at global level.  During 

his approximately one-hour-long speech, he described the partnership between India and the 

US as the “defining partnership of this century”.   PM Modi received 53 rounds of applauses 

and a record 15 standing ovations.  Narendra Modi is the first Indian Prime Minister to address 

the Joint Sitting of the US Congress twice and the sixth Indian  Prime Minister to address the 

Joint Sitting.  Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Rajiv Gandhi, PV Narasimha Rao, Vajpayee and Dr 

Manmohan Singh have already addressed the joint sitting once.   

Special Honour to Narendra Modi and India 

Narendra Modi is the fourth Head of State/Government to address the Joint sitting of the US 

Congress twice.  Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has addressed Joint Sittings three 

times. Britain’s Churchill addressed two joint meetings and one informal meeting of the US 

Congress. Former South African President Nelson Mandela also addressed the Joint Sitting 

twice. 

Modi’s visit was historic as no Indian PM before him had the privilege of such red-carpet 

treatment and rose garden dinner with an Indian menu. This type of honour is usually given 

only to heads of developed countries. 

 

Agreements were signed, for the first time with India, to supply aircraft engines for combat 

aircraft and transfer of technology to state-owned HAL. This is a landmark achievement. 

 

President Biden has gone out of the way to extend a warm welcome and strengthen Indo-US 

ties despite 70 of his own party men representing 26% of the party's strength asking Biden 

not to give a red carpet welcome to Modi, quoting Gujarat riots when he was the Chief Minister 

of the State. They alleged that Modi was suppressing religious minorities and freedom of 

expression. Biden virtually rejected his own party’s criticism and extended a warm welcome 

to show he did not lend much credence to such reports. 
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The US  needs India as part of the Quad to counter China on the South China Sea where India 

also has economic interests in oil fields and drilling in Vietnam by ONGC.  

 

Counter narrative  

 

During the Indian Prime Minister’s state visit to the US, Obama told CNN that the issue of the 

“protection of the Muslim minority in a majority-Hindu India” would be worth raising in Modi’s 

meeting with the US president, Joe Biden. Obama said that without such protection there was 

“a strong possibility that India at some point starts pulling apart.” This is a very damaging 

statement by Obama provoking the disintegration of India.   

 

During the Joint Press Conference with President Biden, a journalist asked Modi the question 

as to why his administration did not prevent harassment of minorities and suppressed press 

freedom. Modi denied any discrimination against minorities under his government and said 

the benefits reached all the people.   

 

President Biden reacted to the journalist by saying that he and Modi had discussed at length 

the issue of human rights, rights of minorities and democracy. 

 

In India, Modi’s followers started abusing the journalist on social media for asking this 

question.  White House reacted strongly to the online harassment of the journalist. 

 

While Indian media was reporting about the ‘red carpet welcome’ to Modi, the American media 

was focussing on Obama’s allegation. Back in India, Finance Minister Nirmala Seetharaman 

and Assam Chief Minister Biswas reacted sharply going out of the way to talk about the lineage 

of Obama as a Muslim which could have been avoided. Diplomatic experts feel that while 

Prime Minister and Foreign Minister were handling the situation, other leaders should not have 

shown hyper ventilated reaction since Obama was not the President.    

 

Our Observations 

 

India is emerging as a strong nation and is coming on to the global centre stage. Now India 

has developed the courage not to obey the DICTATS of superpowers like the US.  While on 

one side, the US may like to maintain a friendly relationship with India for market purposes, 

they like to weaken India both internally and externally promoting wrong narratives like this. 

India is the only country in the world, that is secular and where minorities enjoy more facilities 

and privileges than the majority people both legally and politically since Independence.    

 

While Obama and Biden belong to the same party, it is not known why they speak in different 

voices. Indian Government should try to trace the intent behind it. 

 

Also, there has always been global criticism against developing countries like India, which 

cannot be avoided. PreSense has been pointing out very often that the BJP Government and 

leaders do not communicate when needed and communicate when not needed.  Only the 

Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister should handle the diplomatic issues. Unnecessary 

comments by other Ministers and followers of the BJP may become counter-productive. The 

BJP leaders should shed “I know it all” attitude and entrust the communication to the 

professionals. While the Anti India lobby is communicating professionally with the support of 

a few of our own Indian political leaders to defame India and create trouble among the 

citizens, Government has to ensure that professional communication is stepped up to counter 

such false narratives. 
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Cover Story 

PM Modi’s Nine-Year Rule Gets Good Rating, but the Middle-Class 

Expresses Concerns 

 
By Prime Point Srinivasan, Publisher and Mg. Editor 

 

In May 2023, Narendra Modi has completed 9 years of his rule. The Government has issued 

lot of advertisements claiming spectacular achievements on many fronts.  Generally, it is said 

that politics and elections are based more on ‘perception’ than on ‘performance’.  We have in 

the past, seen several Prime Ministers (PMs) and Chief Ministers (CMs) losing elections in spite 

of their sterling performances, and several non-performing politicians winning again. In order 

to quickly study the perception of the people across the nation, PreSense conducted a snap 

survey on 6th June with a few questions. The link was circulated on social media and through 

various WhatsApp groups.  Within 24 hours, we got 1661 responses from all the States from 

different age groups, with varied professional backgrounds and gender. After cleaning up the 

extreme views, we could get 1404 balanced responses.  It may also be recalled that PreSense 

conducted a similar snap survey in June 2021, after Modi completed 7 years of rule.  This was 

published in our June 2021 edition.  

 

The survey has indicated a lot of insights about the positive and negative aspects of the Modi 

rule. Even those respondents who gave higher ratings to Modi expressed serious concerns 

about some of the issues.   

 

Since it was conducted online, we can safely take this as the perception or mood of the 

average educated middle class and lower middle class segment  across India.  This segment 

was the base, which provided Modi with a huge mandate both in the 2014 and 2019 General 

Elections.  Even now, this section forms part of nearly 50 per cent of the vote bank and can 

influence another 10 to 15 per cent of other segments.   Hence, these perceptions are 

significant to the Modi team.  We also clarify that we have not done any study of the Below 

Poverty Line (BPL) segment.  

 

Positive Aspects 

 

Generally, all the respondents, irrespective of whether they were supporters of Modi or not, 

perceived the following as his positive achievements: 

 

Good corruption-free and scam-free Governance, Effective COVID management, managing 

various schemes for poor people, infrastructure development, raising the image of India 

globally, maintaining national security, resolving the Kashmir issue, Digitalisation, and 

Economic reforms constitute around 85% of the views of the respondents.  Since we have 

asked an ‘open-ended question’ to mention the positive aspects, we could feel the 

respondents were quite comfortable with the governance of Modi.  Many people perceive Modi 

as a ‘clean’ person providing strong leadership. 

 

Corruption-free governance gets huge appreciation from the respondents, including his critics. 

 

Even during June 2021, we got the same perception. That means Modi maintains the 

leadership and clean  image intact.  
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Negative Aspects  

 

As indicated earlier, the respondents belong to the average middle-class and lower-middle-

class segment.  Hence, this can be considered the perception of this segment. 

 

Though the respondents appreciate Modi Government for Corruption free governance, one-

fifth of the respondents across the nation uniformly feel that Modi Government does not take 

action and punish the corrupt people.  Though a lot of raids are conducted, nothing is being 

done thereafter. According to many respondents, corrupt people are roaming free without 

fear of punishment.  

 

The other negative aspects perceived by the respondents are: 

 

• Petrol and diesel price hike, leading to a price rise of other commodities; 

• Unemployment problem / job losses; 

• Not done anything to favour the middle class and senior citizens, including Pensioners 

(bank interest is getting reduced for deposits); 

• While the schemes are laudable, implementation is poor; 

• Some Ministers are generally inefficient, and Gujarat cadre officers dominate the 

bureaucracy; 

• Poor communication strategies – not making any serious effort to counter fake messages 

and false news; 

• ‘Perceived arrogance’ of some BJP and RSS leaders – not connecting with people –assuming 

themselves to be ‘intellectual islands’ with an ‘I Know It All’ attitude; 

• Not taking enough action against continuous protests against  CAA, Farm Laws, etc 

• Not popularising the Central Government Schemes. 

• Not doing anything to protect Hindu community, though claiming to be the saviour of 

Hindus.  Not releasing Hindu temples from Government control. 

  

Interestingly, the persons who voted for Modi in 2014 and 2019, and confirm voting for him 

in 2024 too, are highly critical of his handling of economic issues and the insensitivity of the 

Government towards the problems faced by the common man.   

 

Rating of Modi Government and Opposition 

 

When the respondents were asked to rate the Modi Government on a 0 to 10 scale, 83% rated 

more than 8.0.   The average rating by all the 

respondents was 8.2 out of 10.  A similar online 

survey was conducted by us in June 2021 and 

published in June 2021 issue of PreSense, 

when Modi completed 7 years of rule.  At that 

time, Modi got a rating of 7.6 out of 10. 

 

The respondents were also asked to rate the 

performance of the Opposition Parties led by 

Indian National Congress as an effective 

opposition, on a scale of 0 to 10.  Only 4% of 

the respondents rated more than 8  out of 10.  

The average rating was 1.5 out of 10.  In June 2021, the Opposition got a rating of 1.7 out 

of 10. 
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These two indicators reveal that the popularity of Modi has gone up in these two years, in 

spite of all the negative observations. It may be probably due to a lack of credible opposition 

and alternative to Modi.   

 

It is also observed that there is a marginal decline in voting pattern with 4% of respondents 

who voted for Modi in 2019, not voting for Modi in 2024.  This may be due to the frustration 

of middle and lower-middle-class voters due to price rise, including the increase of gas and 

petrol, taxation  and withdrawal of subsidies.  Even senior citizens express concern over the 

declining rate of interest, withdrawal of concessions and huge medical insurance premiums.  

This decline of 4% is an indicator of frustration, in spite of a good rating. It should be noted 

that rating is different from voting.  Though this is a small percentage, Modi Team cannot 

ignore this.   

 

Alternate to Modi 

 

The respondents were asked to specify an alternate to Modi. 58% of the respondents could 

not specify anybody and left the column blank. 23% of the respondents preferred Yogi 

Adiyanath.  Naveen Patnaik (5%), Amit Shah (3%) and Rahul Gandhi (2%) are also indicated 

by them.  During the analysis, our team observed that many respondents got struck without 

anybody’s name coming to their minds.   

 

Functioning of the Opposition Parties 

 

As indicated earlier, even those respondents who were against 

Modi were critical of the Opposition Parties led by Indian 

National Congress.  In any democracy, both the opposition and 

the ruling parties are like bullocks tied to a yoke.  Both have 

to travel together in a balanced manner.  Both have the 

responsibility to run the democracy, and both are accountable 

to the citizens.  

 

In 1991, when Narasimha Rao was the Prime Minister, the country was facing a major financial 

crisis, leading to the liberalisation of the economy.  Although RSS was against the principles 

of liberalisation, the then-opposition leaders, Vajpayee and Advani worked closely with 

Narasimha Rao to bail out the country from the crisis. Both the PM and the Opposition Leaders 

placed the nation above their political gains. Even as a minority government, Narasimha Rao 

completed his full term, implementing many financial reforms, the fruits of which we enjoy 

today. When Pakistan raised allegations against India, Narasimha Rao, instead of travelling 

himself, deputed Vajpayee to give a befitting response on behalf of India, to Pakistan at the 

United Nations. This gesture sent a strong message globally that all the political parties in 

India follow a similar policy on Jammu and Kashmir.   

 

Today, unfortunately, our opposition parties do not act responsibly. They try to politicise every 

insignificant issue by spreading fake and unverified messages. Sometimes, they issue 

statements that favour enemy countries too.  The opposition parties, barring a few parties, 

create a ruckus in the Parliament, defeating the very purpose of democracy.   

 

Our Observations 

 

Modi gets a better rating in 2023 among the respondents than in 2021, probably due to TINA 

(There is no Alternate) factor.  We can take this survey as the mood of the lower middle-class 

and middle-class segments.  (The mood of the Below Poverty Line was not taken).  Modi 

enjoys a ‘clean’  and  ‘corruption-free’ governance image.  But at the same time, respondents 
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feel that he is not taking any action against corrupt people to punish them. Though the middle-

class people indicate their pains due to price rise, taxation, and unemployment, they seem to 

prefer Modi, since the opposition is very weak. As already indicated, there is a marginal decline 

in voters who voted in his favour in 2019.  

 

From the various responses in the survey, it is clearly indicated that the people are more 

anxious and concerned about their day-to-day life than about the trumpeted achievements of 

a better macro policy or sound foreign relations. However, during the course of conversation 

with a senior Foreign Service Officer, it is understood that only because of the cordial 

relationship with various countries, including Russia and the US, we are able to maintain the 

petrol and gas prices at this level.  He also further said that if India had not maintained a 

good relationship with other countries,  the prices would have gone up very high triggering 

huge inflation.   But this factor has not been communicated effectively by the Government to 

the people.  The ruling party should not ignore this fact.   

 

In the past, more than the economic issues, emotional issues have helped BJP to come to 

power.  With the new set of young voters and the growing frustration of the average middle 

class, emotional issues may not play a significant role in future, particularly in South India.  

When a national party like Indian National Congress is weak, it could lead to a fragmented 

mandate with many regional parties securing seats, leading to chaos and leadership 

confusion. India has witnessed many fragile governments in the past, with Charan Singh, 

Deve Gowda, IK Gujral, Chandrasekar and VP Singh ruling without a majority mandate, 

collapsing at the whims and fancies of various regional party leaders.  It is also sad that Indian 

National Congress is not taking enough efforts to emerge as a strong opposition party. A weak 

Congress is not good for democracy and India.   

 

Our Conclusion and Suggestions 

 

There is also a feeling among the respondents that the Government was not handling the 

protests against CAA, Farm Laws, etc effectively. They have allowed too much time for the 

protests, causing inconvenience to the general public.  Also, they do not act heavily on those 

who spread wrong/fake messages against the country. They also feel that the Government is 

soft towards corrupt people, who already have cases booked against them.  

 

Unfortunately, communication strategy of the ruling segment is very poor. Although the 

Government has managed to overcome a lot of challenges, they are not being communicated 

effectively to the people. Even though the Government boasts of good governance, it is not 

felt at the grass root level, mainly because of a lack of implementation and effective 

communication. The Government does not counter fake news effectively, and wrong 

information is spread by print, television and social media.   

 

Modi commands the confidence of the people and enjoys a clean non-corrupt image.  This is 

a great advantage.  Although the next Parliament election is due in 2024, with Assembly 

elections in some States scheduled shortly, both the ruling and the opposition leaders should 

introspect about taking the country to the next level like bullocks in the yoke.  

 

The survey in general indicates that there is no visible anti-incumbency factor with regard to 

the Parliament election against Modi even after his 9 years of ruling. 

 

 (Support for Survey analysis by Prof. Dr K Prabhakar) 
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Announcement 

Ramesh Sundaram takes over as Editor in Chief 

 

Ramesh Sundaram, presently the Consulting Editor, has taken 

over as Editor in Chief of PreSense from June 2023 edition.   He 

has served The Hindu for 37 years, of which, he was handling 

Editorial functions for nearly 30 years.  With his rich experience 

in the print media, he will add value to our eMagazine PreSense.  

Editorial Team welcomes him on board. 

K. Srinivasan 

Mg. Editor 

 

Certificate Course (Hybrid) by IIT Madras on 
"Indian Democracy: Constitution, Parliament, Judiciary and  

Civil Society" 

Indian Institute of Technology, Madras 

conducted a certificate course on "Indian 

Democracy: Constitution, Parliament, 

Judiciary and Civil Society" from 16th June to 

22nd June 2023.  Sitting Parliamentarians, 

and eminent national and international 

experts shared their views.  Around 150 

participants joined this course both online and offline.   

Next Gen Political Leaders (NGPL), one of the initiatives of Prime Point Foundation and Sansad 

Ratna Awards was the 'Knowledge Partner' for this Short term Course.   

Prof. Sudarshan Padmanabhan, Associate Professor of IIT Madras was the Course coordinator.  

He is also part of the editorial team of PreSense.  From Sansad Ratna and PreSense team, 

Prime Point Srinivasan, Srinivas Prabhu and Priyadharshni Rahul were taking sessions.  T S 

Krishnamurthy (Former Chief Election Commissioner of India), Dr. Jayant Sinha MP 

(Chairman, Parliamentary Committee on Finance), Dr Fazia Khan MP, Dr Heena Gavit MP 

(Chairperson, Parliamentary Committee on Women Empowerment) and Maxim Behar 

(President, World Communication Forum) also participated online and shared the views.  

Sushil Chandra, Former Chief Election Commissioner of India inaugurated the course on 16th 

June 2023 online.   

  

Download all our publications free  from the link 

https://www.primepointfoundation.in/p/publication.html 

Please click this link and subscribe to our Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/c/PrimePointFoundation/ 

https://www.primepointfoundation.in/p/publication.html
about:blank
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Health 
 

Life Beyond 60: How to Manage Body and Mind Healthy? 
Panel Discussion 

 

 

Top L to R : Dr Yamini Kannappan and Dr K. Jayaraman | Below: S Mohan, Moderator 

On 24th June 2023. PreSense organized a Panel discussion through Zoom on the topic “Life 

beyond 60: How to manage body and mind healthy?”. Dr K Jayarman (Senior Consultant 

Physician) and Dr Yamini Kannappan (Consultant Psychiatrist), both from Kauvery Hospital, 

Chennai shared their views in the presence of invited audience.  S Mohan, Chartered 

Accountant and one of our team members moderated the show.    Please watch the discussion 

fully through YouTube for getting the complete information.  (Link given at the end) 

Auditor Mohan: Senior citizens face physical and mental challenges. Senior citizens after 

superannuation feel a sort of insecurity. This causes mental agony. Dr Jayaraman and Dr 

Yamini will discuss these challenges now. 

Dr Jayaraman: What to do after 60? This causes stress. How to get out of this stress? 

Lead an independent and healthy life. Don’t depend on others for everything. When you are 

healthy establish a reliable helper network for all your needs. Planning earlier is important for 

a good life after 60. Respect gets diminished by family and society. The younger generation 

should be taught about dealing with elders. School curriculum should deal with it. 

For healthy life three things are important: Elders should have nutritious food, exercises like 

yoga, walking and stretching. Mental relaxation is important. Be active. Enjoy the moment. 

Engage in prayers, media, shopping, and spending time with spouse, friend and colleagues. 

Should be ready to learn new things. Health check-ups should be done and records should be 

maintained. Discuss with family members about problems faced. Every senior citizen should 
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have a family doctor and regularly visit him. Family members should know the ailments of 

elders and help them in their tasks. 

Elders Should know about medical emergencies, Health packages, home care and lab services, 

recognize emergency symptoms and should know how to reach the hospital quickly. They 

should be stress-free, sleep well, have no expectations and ego and no unsolicited pieces of 

advice. Monetary stability and medical insurance are important for elders. 

Dr. Yamini Kannappan 

Aging population is 100 million in India. Growth rate is 3 times of whole population. Life 

expectancy has increased. But is the quality of life increasing? If not? How to increase it? 

LIFE after 60 has unique challenges. Three challenging factors are a) social factors like 

retirement, finance, and loneliness, b) biological factors like medical conditions, and physical 

limitations, C) psychological factors like a bereavement of a close relative or friend, etc. 

Ageing brings in crystallised intelligence, positive appraisal of events, and decreased negative 

emotions - in an extended family, they can act as psychological buffers in an emotional 

situation in a family. 

Myths, Misconceptions and Ageism: Aging is looked upon negatively and as a taboo. There 

are prejudices and discriminations against old people. Elders also negatively internalize 

ageism. Myths: a) Normal to be depressed when you are old. It is wrong. b) Depression is 

not a medical condition. It is a medical condition caused by biological changes, it should be 

treated with medication. c) Geriatric depression and anxiety are easily recognizable. No, 

usually the depressions are masked by the elders. Depression symptoms can be physical and 

psychological. These symptoms should be treated early. Contrary to belief, older people can 

learn new things despite cognitive changes. Old age is associated with dementia is a wrong 

conception. It can happen to anybody. Forgetfulness is common, the speed of thought process 

may be slow but that is not dementia. 

Four pillars of active ageing: Optimal physical health, active engagement, robust social 

connections and determined and resilient mental resolve can prevent dementia. In blue zones 

like Okhinawa in Japan, more people live more than a hundred years and still have a lesser 

chronic illness. These are due to above mentioned four pillars. The United Nations has 

declared the decade of 2021-2030 as a decade of healthy ageing. Its concept is active ageing. 

It involves both mental and physical health. Not only walking for 30 minutes but small 

movements in the house also count as being active. Interdependence of youngsters and elders 

is a must. Sexual life in old age is also important. 

Old people in rural areas are more comfortable with aging than urban people despite less 

medical facilities. This is because their social connections, interactions and community 

engagement are more, while it is comparatively low among urban people. Common problems 

like unnecessary panic should be avoided. The role of the family is important in giving 

reassurance to elders.  

Dr. Jayaraman: Google syndrome is a problem. Finding medical solutions through Google 

search is wrong. In a medical condition, early diagnosing is important and should be properly 

treated by a doctor personally.  
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Dr Yamini Kannappan 

Is Retirement Homes a good idea? Retirement Homes are not replacement to family system. 

But when elderly people are forced to live alone it is better to be in an Old Age Home where 

all facilities including medical are available. Social interactions are also good in a Senior Citizen 

Home. 

The more you Google about your medical condition the more anxieties you get. Only negative 

ideas are given in social media. Hence ignorance is bliss. It is better to consult a doctor 

personally. Googling for medical information is disastrous. 

Dr. Jayaraman: Paati vaidhyam; If it is beneficial the people can follow it. It can only be the 

first line of defence, for the short term, but if symptoms persist consult the doctor. 

Educated people after retirement become cynical. It may be due to medical issues, family 

issues etc. They may be traumatized. But it should be expressed to get resolved. Talking with 

friends about their condition is important. Should have personal friends to talk to. You can 

not be the same in your professional and personal life. 

Dr. Yamini: Perfectionism and cognitive rigidity - the inability to understand another person’s 

perspective causes this symptom.  

Dr. Jayaraman: Adult vaccination is important. Vaccines like Shingle vaccinations prevent 

infections that can be catastrophic in elders. 

Dr. Yamini: Women suffer more from the syndrome due to biological conditions like 

menopause. But women also tend to handle old age better than men due to their consistent 

engagement, multitasking, and doing a lot of things. But the brain is neuroplastic and anyone 

can engage in more activities, regardless of gender.    

The panel discussion on Life Beyond 60 can be watched fully in this link. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6qWIvYbPOU&t=1508s 

Compiled by Ramesh Sundaram, Editor in Chief 

Meeting with Dr M Veerappa Moily 

Prime Point Srinivasan, Founder of Sansad Ratna Awards and 

the Mg. Editor of PreSense met Dr M Veerappa Moily, Former 

Chief Minister of Karnataka and Former Union Minister on 27th 

June 2023 at Bengaluru.  Dr Veerappa Moily is one of the 

Patrons of the Sansad Ratna Awards Committee.  He is also 

the recipient of the Sansad Ratna Awards for chairing the 

Parliamentary Committee on Finance during the 16th Lok 

Sabha twice and also the recipient of the Life Time 

Achievement Award 2022. During this meeting, Srinivasan 

briefed Dr Veerappa Moily on the latest updates of various 

activities of Prime Point Foundation and its initiatives.  Srinivasan also presented the 

publications of the Prime Point Foundation.  Besides being a Senior political leader, Dr 

Veerappa Moily is a literary person and he has authored many books, including the translation 

of Ramayana in poetic form.  He is one of the highly respected leaders by all parties.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6qWIvYbPOU&t=1508s
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Media 
 

Future of Digital Media Space 

Dipti Kumar is the founder of The Pinnacle Strategy, a business that provides social and digital 

media marketing solutions and brand management. She led the digital strategy and 

engagement for the U.S. Consulate General Chennai and is also a former broadcast and digital 

journalist with NDTV and international media companies. She is passionate about educating 

the next generation of journalists and is on the advisory board of the National School of 

Journalism and serves as the Honorary Secretary for the Digital Journalists Association of 

India (DIJAI). Presently she lives in the US.    https://thepinnaclestrategy.com/ 

In an exclusive online chat with Priyadarshini Rahul, Editor, PreSense, Dipti Kumar shares the 

various trends in the current market and the future of the digital media space. Excerpts: 

You have been a TV journalist and digital media specialist for over 13 years. What 

are your top three moments that you value in this journey?  

I’m fortunate to have experienced all forms of media 

from my years as a rookie reporter to an established 

business owner. I started off in radio, learning and 

experimenting with audio programming, learned the 

ropes of print reporting and navigated into broadcast 

where I found my calling before transitioning into 

digital media. One of my most memorable reporting 

moments happened when Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi and Foreign Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj 

(late)  made their official visit to the U.S. after his 

election in India. I had the privilege to officially 

report on the celebration of the first Yoga Day 

commemoration in the heart of New York City’s 

Times Square. The adrenaline rush and excitement 

were duly measured through creative reporting, 

showing various activities that happened through the 

day. Though exhausting, I got to see Ms Swaraj in 

person, covering her various engagements in the city 

and witnessed her charm and charisma.  

My second memorable tryst with destiny was during 

my tenure with the U.S. Consulate General in 

Chennai where I got to lead top diplomats including 

the Ambassador and State officials in digital 

programming opportunities and personally work with 

them during their visits to our region. This 

opportunity is one that showed me how important diplomacy is to our world politics and it 

grew within me a deep admiration for the work our elected leaders undertake.  

Starting my business has been a collective experience of all the years I’ve spent reporting 

and meeting with top officials and all levels of influencers that have shaped my understanding 

of the global business of media and news.  

 

Dipti Kumar 

https://thepinnaclestrategy.com/
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How important is digital technology in journalism and media? 

My step into digital media in 2013 was a foretelling of what the future for journalism was to 

look like. There were early indications when American outlets like the New York Times began 

investing more resources into their digital teams. Ten years later we see how mainstream 

digital media has evolved or succumbed to digital news consumption. Traditional newsrooms 

have shifted their strategy to serve an increasingly digital audience. As an educator, I saw 

how this was impacting the job market and introduced the digital media training efforts at the 

National School of Journalism to equip students to learn reporting methods for digital media. 

The tools at our disposal today have also been timely to help defend against the rise of 

misinformation and disinformation. Without these tools, we’d be lost in a world where 

WhatsApp messaging spreads faster than a global pandemic.  

This also means our adaptability to new technology has to evolve. While information overload 

can be an invasive marketing tool, the importance of self-selection should also be highlighted 

in this day and age.  

You launched your own business with focus on digital media strategy and social 

media marketing. What motivated you to start this business now? 

Today almost every second person calls oneself a social media strategist. Digital media has 

created a false environment of belief that anyone can become anything they like, and fast! 

Websites can be created in a few clicks, a social media following can be bought and the 

influencer cycle grows. What’s worrying is that fast money doesn’t mean better services. On 

the other hand, businesses have come to think that a “social” profile is a must-have, which 

can be created with a few clicks. They don’t however know how to build effective strategies 

and instead chase the numbers - the power of building is lost in this process.  Creating a 

business, therefore, was a need to serve companies meaningful solutions that fit their 

business while also educating them to understand how this space operates. This is possible 

because we have a thorough understanding of the system for social and digital media 

marketing and the creative tools to bring ideas to life with long-term impact.  

As an extension of what our business focuses on, we also want to provide young women the 

opportunity to learn, be mentored and grow in this industry. Hence, The Pinnacle Strategy 

offers internships and job opportunities thereafter to those looking to enter the market. Get 

in touch with us here through our website https://thepinnaclestrategy.com/  

What is your advice for businesses who don’t understand the meaning of digital 

strategy and the power of social media? 

Companies today are misled by the echo chamber of social media. The thinking goes like this: 

having an account on “all” platforms is the answer to a business. This is wrong.  While 

important to have a social presence, it also means the business understands what fits its 

audience. Sadly, I see clients who do not have this knowledge. Many businesses also 

undermine the power of social media marketing. During the pandemic, the U.S. Mission to 

India was able to repatriate several hundred American citizens back home thanks to the power 

of social media. The Chennai Consulate led the efforts for South India and we were able to 

help panicked citizens get help on time, thereby contributing over 40 per cent of the total 

citizens that got help.  

Businesses in 2023 need to open their budgets for social and digital media marketing and 

provide companies like The Pinnacle Strategy the opportunity to guide and work with their 

core problem areas to develop solutions that work for their budget and goals.  

https://thepinnaclestrategy.com/work-with-us/
https://thepinnaclestrategy.com/
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Where do you see the market heading in the next 5-10 years? 

We are living in the most exciting period yet! If you grew up in the 90s you would remember 

the Jetsons, an animated cartoon, set in the future with gadgets that rival our real-world 

tools. The next decade will see more immersive technology. Instead of experiencing VR at a 

mall you’ll be able to do it at home or in the office with more ease, much like your usage of a 

mobile phone. Wearable technology will become affordable and more widely adaptable. Think 

wearable fashion, designing our homes virtually and traveling the world without leaving your 

living room.  The AI world will also become more integrated with our daily activities and the 

younger generation will build expertise faster, thereby pushing the marketability further. I 

would like to imagine our newsrooms having more objectivity about the interaction of 

technology and reporting. 

What is your take on chat GPT and the future of AI? 

Since the end of 2022, we’ve seen global media and dinner conversations revolve somewhere 

around this subject of AI. I’ve had innumerable conversations on whether AI will replace 

human resources and I can’t help but feel that in a 6-7 month news cycle, misinformation has 

greatly impacted the business market. While AI is the latest tech tool in our bag, we ought to 

look at it from a work smart not hard perspective. However, thinking that this technology will 

take over jobs is a subjective debate. For example, on a factory floor, using AI to automate 

and streamline processes would offer less human intervention and enable human talent to 

pursue better-paying jobs. Roles would evolve and training to develop our understanding 

would need to become a priority. Our outlook on this technology shouldn’t be considered a 

threat, but instead, a complementing benefit to help us grow our global development across 

the industry.  

 

Effective Communication 

Avoid ambiguous words  
 

To be a good communicator,  one should use 

clear and unambiguous words to be 

understood by others easily.  Presently we 

see a tendency among  many youngsters 

working in IT firms to use the words  shortly, 

asap, soon, etc. for everything.  The word 

'shortly, asap, soon’  do not convey any 

certainty and they are  vague terms. If A asks 

B to call or furnish some information, while replying, B, instead of using the word shortly or 

asap or soon,  can reply with a  specific timeframe to call back or to furnish information. When 

somebody uses these words,  the receiver of the message gets a vague and ambiguous reply.  

Shortly or asap or soon can mean from 'immediately' to ‘infinity’.  To be a good communicator, 

use a specific timeframe.  Example: 

 

Message from A to B: Can you please send me the xyz document? 

 

Reply by B:  I will send it shortly/asap/soon (this is a wrong and vague reply) 

Reply by B:  I will send it by tomorrow 3 pm (unambiguous reply with clarity) 
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Book Analysis 

Ambedkar: A Life 

In a candid interview with Ramesh Sundaram, Editor in Chief, PreSense, Katherine Abraham, 

the researcher of the recently published  ̀ Ambedkar: A Life’ shares her experience of working 

on the book and the insights she had gathered while working with Member of Parliament and 

former UN-USG, Shashi Tharoor. Excerpts: 

Q. How would you describe the latest book by Shashi Tharoor?  

 Ambedkar: A Life by Shashi Tharoor, is a succinct take 

on the life of one who played multiple roles: a legal 

luminary, a literary expert, an economist, a historian, a 

revolutionary thinker and leader of the masses at a time 

when India was in dire need of a social transformation 

from overpowering Dalits to empowering Dalits. I was 

privileged to have worked on a research that was 

expansive in its volume and deeply inspiring in its content. 

It is no secret that social revolutionaries from Raja Ram 

Mohan Roy to Jyotiba Phule and more worked on 

improving various sections of the Indian society, it is 

when Ambedkar arrived on this deeply fragmented Indian 

scene, having spent his boyhood amidst discriminatory 

elements only to later study in a country like the UK that 

had no place for such a social hierarchy, that India was 

met with a true challenge. Shashi Tharoor justifies that 

angle in its entirety.  

Q. How is this book different from other books on Ambedkar? 

Shashi Tharoor’s book is a concise yet comprehensive bird’s eye view of the tumultuous life 

that Ambedkar led. Should one read the trials of this double doctorate holder and the 

treatment meted out to him by his own juniors at work, as they refused to look up to him as 

a senior colleague, instead relegating him into a dark social corner, it is difficult for the reader 

to comprehend the source of his grit and determination to prove them wrong, for that is 

exactly what he did. Ambedkar proved them wrong! 

Shashi Tharoor portrays Dr. Ambedkar as a man of action, who not only advocated for his 

people but also actively worked for their rights. Despite facing discrimination in his early life, 

Ambedkar's journey from a biased society to the UK propelled him towards his life's purpose: 

to transform India into an egalitarian society that embraced every Indian voice, regardless of 

caste, colour, culture, and gender. 

Ambedkar’s life was an experiment in the different aspects of reality; ethics amidst social 

chaos resulting in the resolute idea of uplifting a people resigned to their collective fate. 

Ambedkar was also one of modern India’s early male feminists.  

Ambedkar's strained relationship with Gandhi during a time of public admiration for the latter 

reveals his unwavering disposition. Despite criticism, Ambedkar remained resolute, 

showcasing his steadfastness towards individuals and ideologies. 
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Ambedkar’s unique line of thought channelised social maturity and while he tried to instil the 

level of political maturity that he believed he could, time tells us that his electoral failures 

prevented him. 

Shashi Tharoor’s biography is a compendium of those 

highlights of Ambedlkar’s life that have gone 

unnoticed. He does not abstain from highlighting that 

like every political leader. Ambedkar was very human 

and very flawed but his merit overshadowed the flaws 

in his persona. The book demands that the reader be 

willing to acknowledge the good and the not-so-good 

because this is not an exercise in deifying a human 

but articulating an analysis of a complex leader like 

Ambedkar in the most pertinent way possible.  

Shashi Tharoor’s writing lies at the intersection of 

systematic analysis, compelling research and a 

truthful observer’s account on the life and legacy of a 

stalwart who remains in many ways unchallenged as 

a leader in India. The essence of a biography, more 

so a political biography of a leader who has touched 

the lives across India and the world, requires a thread 

of sensitivity that gently weaves the entire book 

leading it to its logical conclusion that Ambedkar was 

and is an inspiration for generations to come.  

Shashi Tharoor recognises the significance of Ambedkar's vision, highlights his efforts in 

dismantling the caste system, his instrumental role in framing the Indian Constitution, and 

his advocacy for women's rights and education in what promises to be a compelling read.  

Tharoor strikes a chord with the reader through a delicate interweaving of the strengths of a 

leader and the weakness of a human. 

Q. What is the key lesson for the young people of today? 

Amidst the distressing mistreatment endured by Dalits, acknowledging the profound impact 

of Ambedkar's struggles is essential. Exploring his book reveals that he endured even greater 

humiliation than today's young Dalits. To be a Dalit is not a feeling that anyone can empathise 

with, for we have not been subject to the angst of social stratification. However, the agony of 

having to be born in a low caste and to live with the vicissitudes that it brought with it in a 

caste-ridden society, is an unchangeable truth, one that we all can and must at the very least 

acknowledge. 

As a researcher, I believe it is crucial to emphasise the unwavering determination and 

resilience displayed by Ambedkar, which should be embraced by the youth. Rather than 

considering suicide as an escape, they should look up to him and internalise his values, 

cultivating a similar tenacity. The essence of Ambedkar's story lies in inspiring the younger 

generation to embody his grit and determination. 

 

 

Katherine Abraham with Shashi Tharoor 
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Freedom Fighters of India 

Khudiram Bose 

 

By C. Badri, Consulting Editor                                          

Khudiram Bose was one of the earliest young 

Indian  revolutionist  from the Bengal Presidency 

who opposed tooth and nail the British Rule in 

India. He played an important role in the 

Muzaffarpur Conspiracy Case with his close 

associate Prafulla Chaki. Khudiram along with 

Prafulla Chaki attempted to assassinate a British 

Magistrate Douglas Kingsford by throwing bombs 

on the carriage he was travelling. But Magistrate 

Kingsford was travelling in a different carriage and 

the throwing of the bombs resulted in the deaths 

of two British women. Prafulla however fatally 

shot himself before the arrest. Khudiram was 

arrested and was tried for the murder of the two 

women and sentenced to death. He was one of the 

first Indian revolutionaries in Bengal to be 

executed by the British. At the time of his hanging 

Khudiram was only18 years and 8 months old 

making him the second youngest revolutionary in 

India.  

Mahatma Gandhi disapproved the act of Khudiram 

Bose and lamented the death of two innocent 

British women. He remarked that the Indian 

people will not win their freedom through these 

methods. However Bal Gangadhar Tilak, in his 

newspaper “Kesari”, stoutly defended Khudiram 

and Prafulla Chaki and called for immediate 

Swaraj. Bal Gangadhar Tilak was immediately arrested by the British Government on charges 

of sedition.  

Khudiram Bose was born on 3rd  December 1889 in a small village named Bahubeni  situated  

in the Midnapur district of Bengal (present West Bengal ). He was born to Trailokyanath Bose 

and Lakshmipriya Devi. His father was a Tehsildar and his mother was a housewife. He lost 

his mother when he was six years old and his father died a year later. His elder sister Aparupa 

Roy then took care of him and brought him to her house and got him admitted to Hamilton 

High School at Tamlak. 

During the years 1902 and 1903 Sri Aurobindo and Sister Nivedita visited Midnapore and  they 

held a series of public lectures and private meetings  with the existing revolutionary groups 

and emphasized the need for freedom  from the British. Khudiram, who was a teenager at 

that time was an active participant in the discussions about the revolution and freedom 

movement.  
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Khudiram  joined  Anushilan  Samithi when he was hardly 15 years old and thereby came into 

contact with the network of Barindra Kumar Ghosh. Anushilan Samithi was a fitness club 

which was used as an underground society for anti-British rule. In the first two decades of 

the 20th century, Anushilan Samithi supported revolutionary violence as the means for ending 

the British rule in India. It was led by the nationalists Aurobindo Ghosh and his brother 

Barindra Kumar Ghosh. Khudiram was arrested for distributing pamphlets against the British. 

Khudiram at the young age of 16 took part in planting bombs near the police stations and 

targeted the British Government officials. 

Anushilan Samiti persisted in their 

attempt to kill Magistrate Douglas 

Kingsford. The activities of Aurobindo 

Ghosh, Barindra Ghosh and their 

associates roused suspicion in the minds 

of the Calcutta Police. The Calcutta police 

somehow came to know about the plans 

on Kingsford's life. The Commissioner of 

Police F.L. Halliday's alerting to the 

Superintendent of Police in Muzaffarpur 

were not taken seriously. Khudiram Bose 

and Prafulla Chaki changed their names as 

Haren Sarkar and Dinesh Chandra Roy 

respectively and took up residence in a 

Dharamshala run by one Kishori Mohan Bandyopadhyay. Both of them monitored the activities 

and daily routine of Magistrate Douglas Kingsford. Khudiram Bose and Prafulla Chaki 

successfully hid their identities for more than three weeks. Khudiram and Prafulla on the 

evening of 29th April itself were in place to execute their plans to kill Kingsford.  

On the fateful day of 30th April, Kingsford and his wife were playing bridge at the European 

Club with the daughter and wife of Pringle Kennedy a British barrister. They decided to head 

home around 8.30 PM. Kingsford and his wife were in a carriage identical to the one carrying 

Kennedy and his family. As their carriage reached the eastern gate of the compound of the 

European Club, Khudiram and Prafulla quickly approached the carriage and threw the bombs 

into the carriage. A loud explosion was heard and the carriage was shattered and the Kennedy 

ladies sustained terrible injuries. Miss Kennedy died within an hour of the blast and Mrs. 

Kennedy died of injuries sustained in the attack, a couple of days later. 

Khudiram and Prafulla went their own way to escape from being captured by the British. By 

the next morning Khudiram had walked about 25 miles and reached a station called Waini. 

There he was confronted by two armed constables and was subsequently captured. They 

found 37 rounds of ammunition, Rs. 30 in cash, a railway map and a page of the rail timetable 

with him.  

Prafulla travelled long arduous hours and around noon a civil named Trigunacharan Ghosh  

decided to save his life. He made arrangements for Prafulla to return to Kolkata the same 

night. He boarded a train from Samastipur and continued his onward journey with a train to 

Howrah.. A Sub-Inspector of Police was travelling in the same compartment. He struck a 

conversation with Prafulla and realized him to be the other revolutionary. When Prafulla got 

down at the intermediate station to drink water, the Sub Inspector sent a telegram to the 

Muzaffarpur police station and later tried to apprehend Prafulla at the Mokamaghat station. 

Prafulla tried to fight his way through with his revolver but in the struggle, he shot himself in 

the mouth.  
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 Khudiram was brought handcuffed rom to Muzaffarpur on 1st May. The entire town of 

Muzaffarpur came to the police station to take a look at the teenage revolutionary surrounded 

by a team of armed policemen. Khudiram was then taken to the residence of Mr. Woodman, 

the district magistrate. The Statesman, a popular English daily, wrote on the following day, 2 

May 1908. The Railway station was crowded to see the boy. A mere boy of 18 or 19 years 

old, who looked quite determined. He came out of a first-class compartment and walked all 

the way to the phaeton, kept for him outside, like a cheerful boy who knows no anxiety.....on 

taking his seat the boy cheerfully cried 'Vandemataram'. 

The historical trial of Khudiram commenced on 21 May 1908. Judge Corndoff, Nathuni Prasad 

and Janak Prasad were the members in the Jury. Khudiram was tried along with Mrityunjay 

Chakraborty and Kishorimohan Bandyopadhyay who were arrested for assisting the 

revolutionaries and accommodating Khudiram Bose and Prafulla Chaki in his Dharamshala. 

Mrityunjay died during the trial itself and the trial of Kishorimohan was separated from that 

of Khudiram. Lawyers Kalidas Basu, Upendranath Sen and Kshetranath Bandopadhyay 

represented Khudiram's defense. They were joined later by Kulkamal Sen, Nagendra Lal 

Lahiri, and Satischandra Chakraborty and all of them fought the case without any fees.  

On 23 May, Khudiram gave a statement to magistrate denying any involvement or 

responsibility regarding the bombing. Khudiram initially was not ready to sign the statement 

but did so after he was persuaded by his lawyers. On 13 June, the scheduled date for the 

verdict and sentence the Judge pronounced the death sentence for Khudiram. Khudiram 

spontaneously smiled at the verdict pronounced by the Judge. The Judge asked Khudiram 

whether he understood the sentence the pronounced. Khudiram replied to the affirmative. 

When the judge asked him again whether he had anything to say as regards his sentence 

Khudiram in front of an anxious packed audience replied with smile that if he could be given 

some opportunity he would teach the judge the skill of bomb-making. Such was the courage 

of the young boy. The Judge instructed the police to escort the boy out of the courtroom.  

As per the law prevailing then, Khudiram had seven days to appeal to the High Court against 

the verdict. However Khudiram refused to appeal against the verdict. But after some 

persuasion by his lawyers who reasoned out that on appeal if he receives a life sentence 

instead of getting death sentence, he would live to serve his nation once free as age will be 

on his side when such event happens. Kudiram reluctantly agreed after this argument and an 

appeal was preferred in the High Court.  

The appeal of Khudiram in the High Court hearing took place on 8 July 1908. Narendra Kumar 

Basu defended Khudiram's case and concentrated all his legal skills and experience to save 

Khudiram. He challenged the verdict of the session court by saying that the judgement was 

not according to law, was flawed and that  according to Article 164 of the Penal Code, the 

accused is required to submit his statement in front of a first class magistrate which was not 

complied with and during the first statement Khudiram was not told anything of the person's 

identity and position.  

Secondly, Narendra Kumar Basu argued the provision in the Article 364 requires that all 

questions to the accused be asked in the mother tongue and all answers in his mother tongue 

be documented verbatim in that language but in Khudiram's case it was done in English. 

Further, Khudiram's signature was required to sign the statement on the same day and at the 

time of the statement in the presence of the magistrate was required. But, Khudiram was 

made to sign the day after and in front of an additional magistrate. Finally, Narendra Kumar 

Basu argued that Prafulla alias Dinesh (the name used in the trial) was stronger than 

Khudiram and he was the bomb-expert among the two of them. Hence it was likely that the 
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actually "Dinesh" who threw the bomb. Further, 

Prafulla's suicide before the verge of capture 

only strengthens the possibility of his being the 

actual thrower of the bombs. But, on a historical 

day, the British judges confirmed the conviction 

and sentence and dismissed the appeal.  

 The Amritha Bazar Part  is  one of the prominent 

newspaper of that era, carried the story of the 

hanging the next day, on 12 August under the 

caption "Khudiram's End: Died cheerful and 

smiling". The newspaper further  wrote: 

"Khudiram's execution took place at 6 a.m. this 

morning. He walked to the gallows firmly and 

cheerfully and even smiled when the cap was 

drawn over his head." An established Anglo-

Indian newspaper, The Empire, wrote: 

“Khudiram Bose was executed this morning...It 

is alleged that he mounted the scaffold with his 

body erect. He was cheerful and smiling.” The 

Kesari, nationalist Marathi newspaper, observed 

on 26 May 1908: "Neither the Jubilee murder of 

1897, nor the reported tampering of the Sikh 

regiments had produced so much commotion, 

and the English public opinion seems inclined to 

regard birth of the bomb in India as the most 

extraordinary event since the mutiny at 1857.”  

The Bengali poet Kazi Nazrul Islam wrote a 

touching poem to honour Khudiram. Khudiram 

is celebrated for his bravery and commitment to 

the Indian freedom as follows: 

• Khudiram Bose Central College was established in 1965 as an undergraduate college 

in Kolkata, West Bengal. It offers courses only in arts and commerce and is affiliated 

to the University of Calcutta. Shahid Khudiram Station , a metro railway station near 

Garia in Kolkata. 

• Shahid Khudiram Bose Hospital – a hospital on BT Road near Municipality Park. 

• The Muzaffarpur Jail, where the freedom fighter was incarcerated and hanged on 11 

August 1908, was renamed as Khudiram Bose Memorial Central Jail. 

• Sahid Khudiram Siksha Prangan, a university campus for postgraduate studies of 

University of Calcutta, Kolkata. It is also known as Alipore Campus. 

• Khudiram Anushilan Kendra which is located adjacent to the Netaji Subhash Chandra 

Bose Indoor Stadium in Kolkata. 

• Khudiram Bose Pusa Railway Station 

Over the years, Khudiram Bose and his sacrifice have been represented in several films like 

Main Khudiram Bose Hun (a 2017 film) and Khudiram Bose (a 2022 film). 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shahid_Khudiram_metro_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sahid_Khudiram_Siksha_Prangan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khudiram_Bose_Pusa_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Khudiram_Bose_Hun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kudhiram_Bose_(film)
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