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From the Desk of Managing Editor 
 

 

Dear Reader,  

On behalf of the Editorial Board, I am 

pleased to release the 219th (May 2025) 

edition, which has rich and varied content.  

Last month, we wrote about the Pahalgam 

terror attack.  India gave a befitting a reply 

by destroying 9 terror camps in PoK and 

Pakistan territory, through Operation Sindoor.  The 

precision find attack adds glory to our scientists and defence 

persons.  In this edition, PreSense writes Editorial and 

publishes a befitting cartoon hailing the Operation Sindoor. 

PreSense has announced Sansad Ratna Awards 2025.  

PreSense carries two exclusive cover stories carrying the 

interviews of (1) Former Chief Minister of Punjab Dr 

Charanjit Singh Channi and (2) Member of Parliament and 

popular actor Ravi Kishan.  Both of them as 

Parliamentarians have won the Sansad Ratna Awards.   

Other Highlights 

Prince cartoon 

Freedom Fighter – Gunda Dhur 

Review of the May 2010 edition 

Australian Election 2025 

AI Agents 

I am confident that readers will enjoy reading this edition, 

too. Kindly send your feedback to editor@corpezine.com  so 

that our Editorial Board can examine your suggestions. 

Please share this edition with your friends. I will catch up 

with you next month with more varied content. 

Jai Hind 

 

K. Srinivasan 
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Editorial  
 

Operation Sindoor:  
India’s Strong Message Against Terrorism 

 

By Ramesh Sundaram, Joint Mg. Editor 

(Operation Sindoor showed India's fierce resolve—swiftly avenging a brutal terror 

attack with precision strikes, global poise, and national unity. A bold message: 

India stands unshaken.) 

 

On 22nd April 2025, the country woke up to one of the most heartbreaking incidents in recent 

memory. A group of innocent tourists visiting Pahalgam, Kashmir, were attacked by terrorists. 

26 people lost their lives – 25 Indians and one Nepali national. This wasn’t just a random act 

of violence. The attackers deliberately targeted people based on their religion – all the victims 

were Hindus except one Muslim who died trying to stop a terrorist. This brutal incident was a 

painful reminder of the hate and terror being spread across the border. 

These terrorists were from The Resistance Front (TRF), a group backed by the notorious 

Lashkar-e-Taiba, and included both Pakistani nationals and local militants. The attack shocked 

the entire nation and brought people together in grief and anger. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who was on an official visit to Saudi Arabia at the time, 

immediately cut short his trip and rushed back to India. At the airport itself, he held 

emergency meetings with top officials and made one thing clear: this attack would not go 

unanswered. 

Operation Sindoor: A Bold and Swift Strike 

On May 7, 2025, India launched Operation Sindoor, a powerful military response to the 

Pahalgam terror attack. In a lightning-fast early morning operation, Indian forces conducted 
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precise missile strikes on nine terror camps located in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied 

Kashmir (PoK). These camps belonged to Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-Mohammed, and Hizbul 

Mujahideen. 

Key highlights of the operation: 

• Rafale fighter jets armed with SCALP 

missiles and indigenous BrahMos 

cruise missiles were used. 

• Over 100 terrorists were elimi-

nated. 

• Important Pakistani air bases in Murid, 

Rafiqui, Sargodha, Rawalpindi, and 

others were heavily damaged. 

• Pakistan’s HQ-9 air defence system in 

Lahore was destroyed. 

Indian air defence systems, including S-400, successfully shot down Pakistani drones at-

tempting to attack Indian cities like Amritsar, Jammu, and Srinagar. 

What made Operation Sindoor stand out was the precision of the strikes. Terrorist hideouts 

were destroyed without harming civilians – a strong message to the world that India fights 

terror, not people. 

India on the Global Stage 

The world took notice of Operation Sindoor. While countries like the United States tried to 

mediate, India clearly stated that it would not allow third-party interference and would 

continue its actions if provoked again. 

Interestingly, there was no major international backlash. Global opinion largely saw 

India’s actions as measured and justified—a rightful act of self-defence against terrorism. 

Uniting the Nation and the World 

To ensure the world understood the purpose and precision of Operation Sindoor, the Indian 

Government sent delegations to several countries. What was remarkable is that these 

delegations were led not just by ruling party members but by opposition leaders too. This 

rare show of unity sent a strong signal that when it comes to national security, India stands 

together. 

Irresponsible Statements and Their Impact 

While the country united, some voices created confusion. One of the senior leaders of 

opposition party criticised the government and even suggested that India had informed 

Pakistan in advance about the operation. He questioned India’s foreign policy and raised 

doubts about aircraft losses during the mission. 

Unfortunately, Pakistan picked up his comments and used them in its propaganda against 

India. The Indian government swiftly responded, clarifying that Pakistan was only warned 

during the initial phase of the operation as per war convention, not before. The Ministry of 

External Affairs and the Air Force released clear statements and videos showing the success 

of the mission and dismissed the allegations. 
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The Serious Blow to Pakistan 

Operation Sindoor delivered a serious setback to Pakistan: 

• Heavy financial losses are estimated to be in the billions. 

• Reports suggest that four F-16 aircraft were shot down. 

• Pakistan’s AWACS surveillance aircraft was destroyed at the Bholari Air Base. 

• Several major airbases were rendered non-functional. 

• Their attempt to launch drone strikes in India was completely foiled. 

• Even Pakistan’s former Air Marshal Masood Akhtar admitted the loss of critical defence 

infrastructure. 

Nation Stands United 

Despite some political bickering, every major political party supported Operation Sindoor. 

Regardless of religion, region, or ideology, people across India stood behind our armed forces 

and the government. 

PM Modi made it clear: any future terror attack from across the border will be treated 

as an act of war. And the world knows now—India won’t hesitate to defend itself. 

The Road Ahead 

Operation Sindoor also highlighted India’s growing self-reliance in defence: 

• Indigenous weapons like BrahMos missiles and Akashteer Missile System (Air 

Defence System) performed with great precision. 

• India is now developing its own air defence system called Project Kusha, led by Bha-

rat Electronics, which is expected to be an alternative to the Russian S-400. 

India has proved the high quality of our technology-driven missiles and defence systems.  

Now, many countries, including Israel, want to buy our Indian defence products. 

Role of Citizens in the Fight Against Terror 

Operation Sindoor was not just a military campaign. It was a national effort — a show of 

strength, resilience, and unity. But the fight against terrorism isn’t over yet. Every Indian 

must: 

• Stand united against hate and misinformation. 

• Question false narratives, especially when used by hostile forces. 

• Trust the strength and professionalism of our armed forces. 

• Don't get carried away by misinformation. 

Conclusion 

Operation Sindoor is a proud chapter in India’s fight against terrorism. It showed the 

world that India has the strength, precision, and willpower to protect its people. The 

government acted decisively, the forces executed flawlessly, and the people stood together. 

Let us continue to support our armed forces, demand accountability from those who spread 

misinformation, and never forget the cost of freedom and peace. 

Jai Hind. 
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Cover Story 1 

 
Dr Channi’s Lifelong Learning:  

A Former CM’s Unstoppable Academic Quest 
 
By Prime Point Srinivasan (Mg. Editor) with Priyadharshni Rahul (Editor) 
 

(Despite a demanding role as MP and active political leader, former Chief Minister 

Dr Channi, already a PhD holder, continues pursuing multiple postgraduate degrees, 

proving that true leaders never stop learning or growing.) 

 

At 60, Dr Charanjit Singh Channi epitomises the spirit of lifelong learning and humble service. 

His journey is remarkable, from his modest beginnings in a Punjab village to becoming the 

State's first Dalit Chief Minister. A former sports champion who represented Panjab University 

in handball, an NCC cadet, and a dedicated public servant, Dr Channi recently completed his 

PhD whilst serving as MP and Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee on Agriculture. Even 

today, he pursues an MA in Public Administration, balancing parliamentary duties with 

academic pursuits. In an exclusive conversation with Prime Point Srinivasan, Publisher and 

Managing Editor, and Priyadharshni Rahul, Editor, Dr Charanjit Singh Channi narrates his 

journey.  Excerpts: 

Dr Channi, your journey from a small village in Punjab to the Chief Minister's Office 

is truly inspiring. What were the key moments that shaped your path in public life? 

I come from a simpleton background — my father, S. Harsa Singh, was a small shopkeeper 

and my mother, Ajmer Kaur, was a devoted homemaker. Growing up in modest circumstances 

taught me the value of hard work, empathy, and staying connected to the grassroots. 

The earliest turning point was my entry into student politics, where I experienced the power 

of collective voice and realised the importance of leadership with integrity. Later, serving as 

a municipal councillor and twice as President of the Municipal Council of Kharar gave me 

invaluable grassroots experience. 

 

Governor Banwarilal Purohit greeting Chief Minister Dr Charanjit Singh Channi in the presence of Rahul Gandhi 
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A major milestone was my being elected as an independent MLA, reinforcing my belief that 

people's trust is earned through service, not just party affiliation. Eventually, being chosen as 

Punjab's Chief Minister (photo above) and becoming the first Dalit CM of the State was not 

just a personal achievement but a powerful symbol of representation for marginalised 

communities. In this regard, I am thankful to our leader, Rahul Gandhi, who played a 

significant role in my selection as Chief Minister. After Baba Sahib Ambedkar and Jawaharlal 

Nehru, Rahul Gandhi is the man who is working strenuously to uplift the weaker sections of 

society. 

What prompted you to enter politics? Who inspired you? 

Actually, it was my father who first showed me the path to politics. Though a small 

shopkeeper, he also served as Sarpanch of our village Bhajauli and as a Member of the Block 

Samiti. He believed deeply in public service. 

My first leadership experience came during 10th class when students encouraged me to 

contest for President of the Students' Welfare Association. When asked to speak at assembly, 

I froze. That evening, my father took me to the fields and said, "Imagine the crops are 

students — now speak to them." I practised that way, and next morning, I spoke with 

confidence. 

Another critical turning point was when Congress denied me a ticket in 1999, 2002, and again 

in 2007. My father pushed me forward, saying, "Don't wait for someone to choose you, go to 

the people and contest independently." I did exactly that and won. 

Just a day before that election, I said: "No rich person should vote for me. I am not their 

representative. I am here to serve the poor, the middle class, the kisan (farmers), and the 

khet mazdoor (farm labourers)—regardless of caste or religion." 

That speech wasn't strategy — it was truth – the words came from my heart.  I won as an 

Independent MLA, defeating the candidates of other political parties.  

 

Charanjit Singh Channi being awarded PhD 
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Despite your demanding political responsibilities, you are persistently pursuing 

higher education, including recently completing a PhD. What motivates this 

commitment to academic growth? 

Though my childhood circumstances weren't promising, my father always believed education 

was the only way to rise above poverty. He used to say, "We may not have wealth, but we 

can build our future through learning." 

With that encouragement, I pursued education seriously, completing my BA, LLB, MBA, MA in 

Political Science, and recently a PhD. Even today, I haven't stopped learning. I'm currently 

pursuing an MA in Public Administration and am in the middle of my second semester exams. 

People ask why I continue studying when I don't need more degrees for career or financial 

reasons. The answer is simple: I don't study for personal gain, I study because I want to 

serve my nation better, especially Punjab. Education broadens one's perspective, sharpens 

decision-making, and deepens empathy. 

You were an accomplished athlete, playing handball at the university level. How has 

your sporting background influenced your leadership style? 

Sports, cultural activities, and disciplined training have been the foundation of my personality 

and have played a vital role in shaping my journey in public life. 

I actively played cricket as a wicketkeeper and football as a goalkeeper, but my main game 

was handball, where I represented Panjab University as a goalkeeper. Our team proudly won 

three gold medals in inter-university championships. 

My entire education was supported through sports. I never paid admission or tuition fees; 

colleges and the university awarded me full scholarships for my Sports achievements.  Even 

my pocket money came from scholarships. My sports kits were provided by institutions, giving 

me early financial independence. 

I was also actively involved in cultural activities, especially as captain of Bhangra teams. 

Performing Bhangra kept me rooted in our culture and gave me confidence, teamwork skills, 

and public presence — qualities that later became essential in leadership. 

Additionally, I was a cadet in the NCC and a member of the NSS during my college days. 

These programmes taught me discipline, service to society, leadership, and physical 

endurance. That training built a strong foundation for public responsibility and civic duty. 

Punjab has seen significant socio-economic challenges. What would you consider 

your most meaningful achievements in addressing these issues? 

Coming from a humble background, my passion has always been to uplift the downtrodden 

and work for the welfare of the weaker and middle-class sections, regardless of caste or 

religion. I firmly believe that education and healthcare are the two main pillars that need 

strengthening. 

During my tenure as Chief Minister, one of the most impactful initiatives was the 'Mere Ghar 

Mere Naam' scheme. In many rural areas, especially within Lal Dora zones, poor families lived 
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in houses not legally registered in their names, leaving them without property rights or 

collateral security. 

Under this scheme, we facilitated registration of these houses in the actual occupants' names. 

This transformative step gave poor families legal ownership of their homes. With registered 

deeds, they could now get loans and credit to start small businesses. This initiative not only 

provided economic security but also dignity and empowerment to thousands of families. 

Recognising evolving needs of Punjab's agricultural sector, I recommended renaming the 

Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare to include Farm Labour Welfare. This reflects 

my commitment to inclusive growth and justice for all stakeholders in agriculture. 

You've held various ministerial portfolios. Can you share a project you're especially 

proud of? 

One initiative I'm especially proud of is overseeing the celebration of Guru Nanak Dev Ji's 

550th birth anniversary as Tourism Minister. This event was appreciated worldwide and 

showcased Punjab's rich spiritual heritage on the global stage. 

As MLA from Chamkaur Sahib and Tourism Minister, I fulfilled a long-cherished dream by 

building the 'Dastan-e-Shahadat' theme park in Chamkaur Sahib. This unique park tells the 

inspiring history of Sikh martyrs through animated films and immersive storytelling. It 

welcomes thousands of visitors from across the world daily. 

Another project close to my heart is initiating the Skill University's construction, aimed at 

empowering Punjab's youth with practical and industry-relevant skills. 

You've been described as humble and approachable. How have you maintained this 

grounded approach in politics? 

Staying humble isn't a strategy — it's simply my lifestyle. I haven't done anything special to 

stay grounded; this is how my parents raised me. They taught me to live with contentment, 

irrespective of the circumstances. 

Arrogance creates distance between you and the people, but humility builds trust. Even today, 

though I've been an MP for over a year, I haven't been allotted an official bungalow in Delhi. 

Instead, I live in a single hostel room. But I have no complaints because I lived in a mud 

house during childhood, and completely comfortable with simplicity. 

Power is temporary. Values are permanent. I want to serve with humility, not demand with 

entitlement. 

Many young people are disillusioned with politics. What needs to change to attract 

idealistic youth? 

They often associate politics with negativity, power struggles, or a lack of accountability. But 

politics, at its core, is one of the most powerful tools for bringing positive change if practised 

with sincerity and integrity. 
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Political spaces must become more transparent, inclusive, and merit-based. Young people 

want to see that ideas, effort, and honesty matter more than influence or background. 

At the same time, we must restore the dignity 

of public service.  politics is guided by 

integrity, humility, and purpose, it naturally 

attracts the right kind of participation. 

Most importantly, I would say to the younger 

generation: if you want to see change, you 

have to be part of the process. Real 

transformation doesn't happen from the 

sidelines. 

What is your message to young aspirants in politics? 

Don't run behind positions; always work with passion, honesty, and sincerity. Then the 

positions will automatically follow you. 

Politics should not be seen as a shortcut to power, but as a lifelong commitment to public 

service. If you enter with the right intentions, to uplift others, solve problems, and be the 

voice of the voiceless, you will earn respect, and eventually, responsibility will find its way to 

you. 

And never stop learning. Keep strengthening yourself through education and experience, 

because when you grow, your ability to serve grows too. 

India needs not just young leaders; it needs young leaders with values, vision, and a true 

sense of duty. 

Your Parliamentary Committee on Agriculture has been selected for the Sansad 

Ratna 2025 Awards. How do such recognitions motivate parliamentarians? 

I am deeply grateful to my party and especially to Shri Rahul Gandhi ji for entrusting me with 

the responsibility of chairing this important committee. It is under his visionary leadership 

that our work has found meaningful direction. 

It's a great honour to receive an award initiated by the late Dr APJ Abdul Kalam ji. 

Such recognition from respected civil society organisations motivates parliamentarians to 

maintain high standards of transparency, performance, and public service. It reassures us 

that our efforts are noticed beyond political arenas. 

This award is a collective achievement, reflecting the hard work of the entire committee and 

the democratic values we uphold. 

Jai Hind 

 

Most importantly, I would say 

to the younger generation: if 
you want to see change, you 

have to be part of the process. 

Real transformation doesn't 
happen from the sidelines. 
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Cover Story 2 

From Silver Screen to Sansad:  

The Remarkable Journey of Ravi Kishan MP 
 

 
By Prime Point Srinivasan (Mg. Editor) with Priyadharshni Rahul (Editor) 

 

(Ravi Kishan transforms from village dreamer to Bollywood star to award-winning 

MP, proving authentic service transcends traditional political backgrounds in 

modern India.) 

Ravindra Kishan Shukla, popularly known as Ravi Kishan, represents a rare breed in Indian 

public life — a successful entertainer who has seamlessly transitioned into a respected 

parliamentarian. The well-known actor has been nominated for the Sansad Ratna Awards 

2025 for his outstanding performance in the Lok Sabha during the 18th Lok Sabha, marking, 

what is perhaps, the first time a prominent actor has proven himself equally effective as a 

parliamentarian. 

In this exclusive conversation with Prime Point Srinivasan (Managing Editor) and 

Priyadharshni Rahul (Editor), Ravi Kishan opens up about his extraordinary journey from the 

heartlands of Uttar Pradesh to the corridors of Parliament, sharing intimate moments and 

insights with PreSense readers. 

You've had a remarkable journey from the heartlands of Uttar Pradesh to the Silver 

Screen, and now to Parliament. Could you take us back to your early days — what 

were your dreams as a young boy, and what first drew you to the world of cinema? 

I was born in a small village in Jaunpur, UP, where life was genuinely tough. But my dreams 

were always bigger than my circumstances. I was absolutely mesmerised by Amitabh 

Bachchan ji — I desperately wanted to be like him. At just 17, with merely ₹500 and my 

mother's blessings, I left for Mumbai. I had no contacts, no backup plans — just unwavering 

faith. 

Cinema wasn't merely an ambition for me; it was survival. It gave me an identity, a voice 

that I'd never had before. That transformative journey shaped everything that came after — 

every decision, every choice, every dream. 

From acting in over 750 films to becoming a respected voice in the Lok Sabha—what 

inspired you to make such a bold transition from the entertainment industry to 

political life? Was there a defining moment that triggered this shift? 

Yes, I've acted in over 750 films, but there came a pivotal point where I felt deeply that it 

was time to serve beyond the screen. The defining moment was witnessing how disconnected 

the system sometimes becomes from the real struggles of ordinary people, especially in rural 

India. 

And it was Narendra Modiji's extraordinary leadership that truly inspired me. He demonstrated 

that if you possess vision and willpower, you can genuinely transform the nation. I wanted to 

be part of that monumental change, not as a mere bystander, but as an active contributor to 

India's growth story.  I took an active role in politics with the blessings of Modi ji and Yogi ji. 

Your name is synonymous with Bhojpuri cinema, yet you've also left an indelible 

mark on Bollywood and South Indian films. How do you view your role in promoting 

regional cinema and giving it a national identity? 
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Bhojpuri isn't just a language — It's an 

emotion, the authentic voice of millions of 

Indians. When I started, Bhojpuri cinema 

wasn't considered glamorous or 

mainstream, but I made it my personal 

mission to give it the respect and reach it 

deserved. 

I've worked extensively in Bollywood and 

South Indian films, but my heart belongs 

unequivocally to regional cinema. When 

Bhojpuri gains recognition — in Parliament, 

on OTT platforms, across India — I feel I've 

truly honoured my roots and given voice to 

the voiceless.  I am grateful to popular 

Tamil Director T Rajendar, who introduced 

me to South films as a hero and brought out 

my hidden talents. 

The Sansad Ratna Award 2025 

recognises outstanding performance in 

Parliament. How did you react when 

you learnt about this honour, and what 

does this award mean to you 

personally and professionally? 

When I heard I had been chosen for the Sansad Ratna Award, I was genuinely emotional. I've 

received numerous awards for acting, but this one was different — it was for real work, real 

impact on people's lives. 

It meant that the sleepless nights, the 100% attendance record, and the issues I consistently 

raised were all seen and valued. Personally, it gave me tremendous strength. Professionally, 

it reminded me that Parliament isn't merely a platform — it's a profound responsibility. And I 

plan to honour that responsibility every single day. 

You're known to be an active voice in the Lok Sabha, speaking on diverse issues. 

What key causes or policies are closest to your heart, and how do you plan to push 

them forward? 

For me, youth employment, drug awareness, and the inclusion of Bhojpuri in the 8th Schedule 

are absolute top priorities. I come from the grassroots, and I've witnessed firsthand what 

unemployment does to young potential. 

I regularly raise these critical issues in the House. I continuously push for comprehensive skill 

development programmes, improved rural connectivity, and accessible digital education. And 

I will continue relentlessly until these causes transform into concrete policies. Because I don't 

want to just speak eloquently — I want to see real, tangible change on the ground. 

Many still view entertainers as outsiders in politics. What challenges did you face 

when entering public life, and how have you earned credibility as a serious and 

committed parliamentarian? 

There were inevitable whispers — "He's just an actor, not a politician." And I don't blame 

them for their scepticism. The industry had seen many celebrities come and go without 

making meaningful contributions. 
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But I knew I couldn't prove myself with bare words, but only through dedicated work. I 

focused rigorously on attendance, thorough research, and raising genuine and relevant issues 

— from youth unemployment and drug addiction to local infrastructure development. Slowly 

but surely, the perception changed. 

Today, I'm not viewed merely as an actor dabbling in politics — I'm recognised as a working 

parliamentarian. And I've earned that respect not through legacy or connections, but through 

unwavering commitment and consistent performance. 

 

Behind the camera and beyond politics — what hidden talents or passions do you 

have that people may not know about? Are there any creative or social pursuits that 

still inspire you? 

People see me as an actor or a politician, but at heart, I remain a small-town boy deeply 

rooted in simplicity. I'm profoundly spiritual — meditation and moments of silence keep me 

grounded amidst all the chaos. 

I'm also passionately committed to youth welfare and drug awareness — I've witnessed too 

many promising dreams destroyed by addiction. That's precisely why I speak out so vocally, 

in Parliament and beyond. Behind all the spotlight, I basically believe in service, seva, and 

staying connected to something higher than myself. 

Balancing fame, public expectations, and parliamentary duties must be 

extraordinarily demanding. How do you manage your time, energy, and focus 

between these very different worlds? 

Balancing fame and public service certainly isn't easy, but when your purpose becomes crystal 

clear, everything else naturally aligns. I begin each day with meditation — it keeps me 

thoroughly grounded. 

In Parliament, I'm completely focused on my duties and responsibilities. In cinema, I now 

carefully choose roles that align with my available time and my values. Fame initially gave 

me recognition, but public service gives my life genuine meaning and purpose. 
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And I constantly remind myself that you're here because people believed in your struggle and 

sincerity. Make every moment count. 

As someone living both the celebrity life and the grassroots political experience, 

what advice would you offer to young Indians who aspire to enter politics or public 

service? 

To every young Indian who genuinely wants to enter politics or public service, I want to 

emphasise this: You don't need to be born into political families. You need to believe 

wholeheartedly in the cause. 

Don't wait for a significant post or a party ticket. Start exactly where you are — in your village, 

your college, and your neighbourhood street. Help people actively and genuinely. Understand 

their real struggles intimately. Politics isn't about grand speeches and catchy slogans — it's 

fundamentally about solving people's problems. 

Be patient, but be persistent. Be thoroughly informed. Stay completely grounded. Yes, the 

system can be incredibly tough and sometimes frustrating. But India is genuinely changing — 

and if you are honest, consistent, and genuinely connected to the people, you will definitely 

be noticed. 

I came from a small village with absolutely no political background or connections. But I came 

with clear intent, unwavering discipline, and fire in my heart. And today, I stand proudly in 

Parliament—not because of fame or celebrity status, but because people recognised and 

trusted my sincerity. 

Looking ahead, what is your vision for the next ten years? Do you see yourself taking 

on larger responsibilities in public life, and what legacy would you ultimately like to 

leave behind? 

Looking ahead, my vision is to serve with even 

greater depth, clarity, and unwavering 

commitment. Over the next decade, I want to 

focus intensively on youth empowerment, 

comprehensive rural development, and 

accessible skill education, ensuring that no child 

in India feels left behind because of where they 

happen to be born. 

Yes, I'm open to taking on larger responsibilities 

— not for power or prestige, but to make a 

deeper, more significant national impact. I want to represent not just a single constituency, 

but the genuine aspirations of everyday Indians across the country. 

And if one day people say with conviction, 'He didn't just shine brilliantly on screen. He served 

his people faithfully, he stood his ground courageously, and he gave back with his entire heart’ 

— that will be the legacy I'm truly proud to leave behind. 

I remain profoundly grateful to Modi ji and Yogi ji for giving me unwavering support and 

invaluable guidance to be an effective 'sevak' to my people. 

Jai Hind 

 

 

 

Over the next decade, I want to 

focus intensively on youth 

empowerment, comprehensive 

rural development, and accessible 

skill education, ensuring that no 

child in India feels left behind 

because of where they happen to 

be born. 
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PODCAST 

 
Presence has created Podcasts of the two cover stories with the help of the AI Tool 

NotebookLM.  Please listen to the AI-generated Podcasts on the achievements of Dr Charanjit 

Singh Channi and Ravi Kishan. 

 

 
 

Listen to the podcast 

https://youtu.be/VYzKl4rwrhI?si=TG4p7vlZaSUUdB26 

 

 
 

Listen to the podcast 

https://youtu.be/WMjAffx5wtE?si=Erjbo-GwfhaNvhR3  

 

https://youtu.be/VYzKl4rwrhI?si=TG4p7vlZaSUUdB26
https://youtu.be/WMjAffx5wtE?si=Erjbo-GwfhaNvhR3
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Sansad Ratna Awards are presented to top performing Indian Parliamentarians every year 

since 2010 on the suggestion of Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, who himself launched the first Award 

ceremony in May 2010.  This Award was instituted by Prime Point Foundation and eMagazine 

PreSense.  An eminent Jury Committee of Award-winning Parliamentarians and eminent civil 

society representatives nominate the awards.  The Awards are presented on behalf of civil 

society.  Jury Committee has nominated the Awardees for Sansad Ratna Awards 2025.  The 

Awards will be presented in the Award Ceremony scheduled in the last week of July 2025 at 

Delhi.   The following Parliamentarians and Parliamentary Committees will receive the Awards. 

 

Individual Awards 

 

This year, 17 individual awards will be conferred, including four Special Awards by the 

Chairman of the Jury Committee, recognising “Outstanding and Consistent Contribution 

to Parliamentary Democracy”.  These Special Awards will be presented to: 

 

• Bhartruhari Mahtab (BJP, Odisha) 

• N.K. Premachandran (RSP, Kerala) 

• Supriya Sule (NCP SP, Maharashtra) 

• Shrirang Appa Barne (Shiv Sena, Maharashtra) 

 

These four Members of Parliament were top performers during the 16th and 17th Lok Sabha 

terms and continue their top performance in the 18th Lok Sabha also. Other Sansad Ratna 

Award Winning MPs are: 

 

• Smt. Smita Uday Wagh (BJP, Maharashtra) 

• Shri Arvind Ganpat Sawant (Shiv Sena UBT, Maharashtra) 

• Shri Naresh Ganpat Mhaske (Shiv Sena, Maharashtra) 

• Prof. Gaikwad Varsha Eknath (Indian National Congress, Maharashtra) 

• Dr. Medha Vishram Kulkarni (BJP, Maharashtra) 

• Shri Praveen Patel (BJP, Uttar Pradesh) 

• Shri Ravindra Kishan Shukla alias Ravi Kishan (BJP, Uttar Pradesh)  

• Dr. Nishikant Dubey (BJP, Jharkhand) 

• Shri Bidyut Baran Mahato (BJP, Jharkhand) 

• Shri P.P. Chaudhary (BJP), Rajasthan) 

• Shri Madan Rathore (BJP, Rajasthan) 

• Shri C.N. Annadurai (DMK, Tamil Nadu)  

• Shri Dilip Saikia (BJP, Assam) 

 

Awards to Standing Committees 

 

Two Departmentally Related Standing Committees have also been chosen for their 

exceptional performance based on their reports presented to Parliament. 

 

• Standing Committee on Finance, chaired by Shri Bhartruhari Mahtab (BJP, Od-

isha) 

• Standing Committee on Agriculture, chaired by Dr Charanjit Singh Channi (In-

dian National Congress, Punjab) 
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Time Capsule Chronicles: 

Revisiting PreSense - 15 Years Ago – May 2010 

“Census 2011” 
 
Fifteen years hence, this edition of Pre-Sense 

stands as a remarkable historical document 

capturing India at a pivotal demographic 

moment. The magazine's focus on Census 

2011—then India's upcoming "mammoth head 

count operation"—offers fascinating insights 

into the nation's ambitious data collection 

endeavours of that era. 

The editorial decision to rebrand from "PR-e-

Sense" to "Pre-Sense" reflected the 

publication's evolution towards broader youth 

engagement and nation-building themes. 

Guest editor R. Janani's compilation 

demonstrates the collaborative spirit that 

characterised India's digital publishing 

landscape in 2010. 

Particularly striking is the detailed coverage of 

Census 2011's innovative features: the 

creation of India's National Population Register 

(NPR) and the pioneering Unique Identity (UID) 

project—precursors to today's Aadhaar system. 

The interview with P.K. Banerjee, Deputy Registrar General, reveals the enormous logistical 

challenge: deploying 2.5 million enumerators across 640 districts and over 600,000 villages, 

with a combined budget of ₹59,600 million. 

The historical context provided—from ancient Harappan civilisation's record-keeping to 

Kautilya's Arthashastra—elegantly connects India's contemporary statistical ambitions with 

its administrative heritage. 

The magazine's production values, evident in its corporate sponsorship model and multimedia 

integration (including podcasts and video content), showcase early digital publishing 

innovation. The Golden Jubilee celebration, featuring former Chief Election Commissioners 

and a telephonic address by Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, underscores the publication's credibility 

within India's governance circles. 

From today's perspective, this edition serves as a time capsule of India's digital transformation 

beginnings, documenting the foundational work that would eventually revolutionise citizen 

services and administrative efficiency across the subcontinent. 

This edition can be downloaded from the link: 

https://www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense0510.pdf    

Review Courtesy: Claude AI 

 

 

https://www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense0510.pdf
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Freedom Fighters of India 

 
Gunda Dhur 

 

By C. Badri, Editor in Chief 

(Gunda Dhur, a tribal leader from Bastar, led the 1910 Bhumkal Rebellion against 

British rule, symbolising grassroots resistance and inspiring tribal pride and 

historical recognition.) 

 

India’s freedom struggle is replete with stories of 

courage, sacrifice, and indomitable spirit. While 

national leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Subhas 

Chandra Bose, and Bhagat Singh are etched in the 

consciousness of every Indian, there exist several 

lesser-known heroes who laid the foundation for 

resistance in remote corners of the country. One 

valiant freedom fighter was Gunda Dhur, a tribal 

leader from Bastar in present-day Chhattisgarh. 

Though history may have largely overlooked his 

contributions, his legacy inspires tribal 

communities and historians alike. 

Gunda Dhur was born in the early 20th century in 

the tribal-dominated region of Nethanar village in 

the Bastar district, which was then part of the 

princely State of Bastar under British indirect rule. 

He belonged to the Maria tribe, an indigenous 

Adivasi community known for their strong ties to 

nature and egalitarian social structures. 

During Gunda Dhur’s time, Bastar was a largely 

forested area with rich mineral resources. The indigenous communities lived in relative 

harmony with nature and followed their own cultural and social systems. However, the British 

colonial administration and the local princely rulers increasingly encroached upon their 

autonomy by introducing forest laws, levying taxes, and curbing traditional rights such as 

shifting cultivation and access to forest produce. 

The culmination of this discontent was the Bhumkal Rebellion of 1910, one of the earliest 

tribal uprisings against British rule in central India. The term "Bhumkal" is derived from the 

local dialect and means "earthquake"—a fitting metaphor for the seismic impact the rebellion 

had on the region. 

The immediate trigger for the uprising was the resentment against land alienation, forest 

laws, and the interference of the British and princely state authorities in the traditional 

governance and livelihoods of the tribals. The rebellion was spearheaded by Darbha Gaon’s 

Raja Gundadhur, often confused with Gunda Dhur. However, Gunda Dhur, the tribal leader 

from Nethanar, emerged as the true leader of the people’s revolt, galvanising support from 

hundreds of villages. 
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Gunda Dhur’s role was crucial. He is said to have mobilised tribal youth, spread awareness 

among villages about the exploitative practices of the colonial authorities, and organised 

attacks on symbols of British power. Under his leadership, the rebels attacked police stations, 

looted grain stocks and weapons, and set fire to government buildings, effectively shaking 

the colonial administration in Bastar. 

What set this rebellion apart was its scale and coordination. Over 47 outposts were attacked, 

and for a brief period, the rebels managed to disrupt the British control over a large part of 

the Bastar region. 

The rebellion was eventually crushed with brutal force. British forces, along with loyalist troops 

of the Bastar princely state, launched a crackdown. Several leaders were arrested and 

executed. However, Gunda Dhur managed to escape capture. His later life remains shrouded 

in mystery, and it is widely believed that he retreated deep into the forests, evading the 

colonial authorities. 

Although the rebellion did not achieve immediate political independence, it was significant in 

that it challenged British imperial authority at a time when the national movement had not 

yet gained widespread momentum. It also asserted tribal identity and resistance, laying the 

groundwork for future movements focused on tribal rights and autonomy. 

Gunda Dhur’s contribution is increasingly being recognised today as part of India’s larger 

freedom movement, particularly in highlighting the participation of tribal communities, whose 

sacrifices have often been marginalised in mainstream historical narratives. 

Despite his important role in India’s struggle for freedom, Gunda Dhur remained a forgotten 

figure for decades. In recent years, however, efforts have been made to honour his legacy 

and bring his story to the fore. In the district headquarters of Jagdalpur, a memorial has been 

erected in honour of Gunda Dhur. It serves not just as a physical reminder of his contribution 

but also as an educational site for locals and tourists interested in the history of tribal 

resistance. Statues of Gunda Dhur have been installed in various parts of Bastar, especially 

in Nethanar village, where he was born. These are often sites of local commemorations, 

especially during Tribal Freedom Fighters Day and other regional events. Several government 

programmes, schools, and public spaces in Chhattisgarh have been named after Gunda Dhur 

in recent years.  

This includes Gunda Dhur Government College and health centres, acknowledging his status 

as a local hero. The Chhattisgarh State Education Board has taken steps to include the story 

of Gunda Dhur and the Bhumkal Rebellion in history textbooks, ensuring that future 

generations learn about this important chapter in India’s freedom struggle. The Bhumkal 

festival is celebrated every year in Bastar. The Bhumkal Festival commemorates the 1910 

rebellion and prominently features tributes to Gunda Dhur. It is a colourful celebration of tribal 

heritage and resistance. 

Gunda Dhur’s life stands as a symbol of grassroots resistance against exploitation, injustice, 

and foreign rule. While he may not have enjoyed the national limelight like other leaders of 

the freedom movement, his courage and leadership in the face of colonial oppression make 

him a true patriot. In an era where the contributions of marginalised communities are being 

re-evaluated and honoured, Gunda Dhur’s story is finally being given the place it deserves in 

the annals of Indian history. His life is a powerful reminder that the fight for freedom was not 

limited to urban centres or elite leadership—it was, at its core, a people’s movement, fought 

in forests, villages, and fields across the length and breadth of India. 
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Sukruti’s Corner 
 

Australia’s 2025 Election: A Win for India Too? 

By Sukruti Narayanan, Hon. Advisor (from Sydney, Australia) 

(Australia’s 2025 election reaffirms strong India ties—boosting trade, education, 

and migration, offering vast opportunities for Indian professionals, students, and 

exporters under continued Labor leadership.) 

A Landmark Election with Global Implications 

In May 2025, Australia held its federal elections, a key 

democratic exercise that takes place every three years to 

determine the composition of its national government. This 

year’s election witnessed a decisive win for the centre-left 

Australian Labor Party (ALP), led by Prime Minister Anthony 

Albanese, who secured approximately 53% of the two-

party preferred vote—signalling continued public 

confidence in his leadership. 

Prime Minister Albanese, who first came to power in 2022, 

has now been re-elected with an expanded mandate. His 

government’s progressive policies on climate change, 

education, trade, and skilled migration hold notable 

implications not just domestically, but also for global 

partners—especially India. 

This article delves into how the Labor government’s 

renewed term is likely to influence the strategic, economic, 

and cultural dimensions of India-Australia relations. 

Strengthening Trade and Economic Partnerships 

India and Australia have been steadily deepening their economic cooperation, particularly 

through the landmark Australia-India Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (AI-ECTA), 

which came into effect on 29 December 2022. This agreement significantly reduced tariffs 

and created new opportunities for both nations. 

• Over 85% of Australian exports to India are now tariff-free, a figure that will rise to 

90% by January 2026. 

• Meanwhile, 96% of Indian imports to Australia currently enjoy tariff-free access, set 

to reach 100% by 2026. 

The re-elected Labor government has reaffirmed its commitment to furthering this progress 

by supporting the Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA), which aims to 

build upon the AI-ECTA framework. CECA negotiations seek to: 

• Expand market access 

• Reduce trade barriers 

• Encourage collaboration in areas like clean energy, advanced technology, and agri-

business 

Anthony Albanese 
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For Indian exporters and entrepreneurs, this means wider access to Australian markets—

particularly in sectors that align with India's growing economic strengths. 

Fostering Educational Exchange and Recognition 

Education has long been a bridge between India and Australia, and recent developments 

under the Labor government have made this relationship even stronger. 

In 2023, both countries signed a historic agreement on the mutual recognition of 

qualifications, allowing academic and professional credentials from one country to be 

accepted in the other. This breakthrough improves: 

• The global credibility of Indian degrees 

• Seamless transitions for students and professionals working or studying across borders 

The Australian government is also promoting online education and institutional partnerships 

to address the scale and diversity of India’s education needs. These efforts are expected to 

improve access to high-quality education for Indian students—whether they study in India or 

choose to pursue academic pathways in Australia. 

Expanding Work and Immigration Opportunities 

Australia's evolving immigration and workforce policies, shaped by the Labor government, are 

opening new doors for Indian students and professionals. 

Under AI-ECTA, Indian graduates now enjoy favourable post-study work rights in Australia: 

• Graduates can stay and work in Australia for 18 months to 4 years, depending on their 

qualification level. 

• Those who graduate with First Class Honours in STEM (Science, Technology, Engi-

neering, and Mathematics) fields are eligible for an additional year of post-study 

work rights. 

In addition, the Australia-India Migration and Mobility Partnership Agreement, signed 

in May 2023, has significantly broadened migration channels: 

• Indian students can now apply for five-year student visas 

• Eligible graduates may remain in Australia for up to eight years without requiring em-

ployer sponsorship 

These developments not only offer exciting global exposure for Indian talent but also help 

address skill shortages in key sectors of the Australian economy. 

Conclusion: A Promising Future for India-Australia Engagement 

The 2025 Australian federal election has ushered in a renewed phase of stability and 

opportunity in the India-Australia relationship. Prime Minister Anthony Albanese's re-election, 

with strong voter support, signals continuity in key foreign policy initiatives. 

Through deeper trade links, mutual recognition in education, and more welcoming 

immigration policies, India and Australia are poised to build a dynamic, mutually beneficial 

partnership. 

For India, this translates into tangible gains—economic opportunities, expanded educational 

pathways, and international exposure for its skilled workforce. For Australia, it brings access 

to one of the world’s fastest-growing markets and a pool of highly qualified professionals. 

Together, the two democracies are set to script a new chapter in 21st-century bilateral 

cooperation. 
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Technology 

AI: Your New Daily Assistant 

Making life simpler—from fields to offices 
 

By Dipti Kumar, Hon. Advisor (from USA) 

AI is no longer just a buzzword—it’s part of our everyday reality. PreSense connected with 

Texas-based software developer and AI specialist Selvakumar Murugesan to explore what this 

evolution means for everyday users and curious beginners. Selva’s passion for technology is 

rooted in building tools that make life simpler. In this month’s feature, we share a glimpse 

into how AI is transforming the way people live and work in 2025. 

 

The State of AI Today 

 

Companies across the globe are harnessing AI to automate routine tasks—from processing 

payments and managing workflows to handling customer service—all through a system known 

as agentic AI. 

 

“For instance,” Selva explains, “AI can be configured as an agent to pay bills, respond to 

queries, or even schedule meetings. This not only saves time but also reduces manual 

workload.” 
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While businesses benefit from streamlined operations, individuals too are beginning to use AI 

to manage household chores and daily responsibilities. 

It’s important to differentiate between generative AI and general AI. Generative AI tools, such 

as ChatGPT, generate responses by pulling information from massive datasets. General AI, 

on the other hand, would exhibit human-like reasoning and autonomous decision-making—a 

capability not yet realised. 

 

Selva’s current favourite? Claude—a tool he often uses to build custom workflows that simplify 

complex tasks. 

 

AI for Everyone: Everyday Practicality 

 

You don’t need to be a tech expert to use AI in daily life. Anyone can automate simple tasks 

like form-filling, travel bookings, or getting location-specific updates. 

As both a developer and the son of a farmer, Selva has firsthand experience in applying AI at 

home. He customised a payment automation tool in Tamil for his father—making technology 

more personal and practical. 

 

Although current AI still relies on user input for direction, the next generation of tools will 

feature autonomous agents that can complete multi-step tasks independently. Think of an AI 

assistant that books your tickets, applies for your visa, or manages your calendar—all without 

constant supervision. 

 

Bringing AI to Every Language 

 

In a multilingual country like India, regional language support is vital. With over 120 

languages spoken, vernacular AI is helping close the digital divide. 

 

“There’s great potential for AI to support the elderly and children in their own languages,” 

says Selva. “I’ve customised my father’s smartphone in Tamil so he can easily navigate and 

use the tools.” 

 

AI-powered translation and communication apps are already providing access to government 

schemes, agricultural information, and financial services—making technology more inclusive. 

These advancements promise to boost literacy, productivity, and economic participation, 

especially in rural areas. 

 

The Power of Smart Tools 

 

Developers are now focusing on practical, time-saving innovations. Selva, for instance, built 

a tool that allows users to search within YouTube videos for specific topics—like tariff 

discussions—so they can skip directly to the relevant section. 

 

Other tools convert audio into text, making it easier to review or summarise content. This is 

especially helpful for professionals like journalists and researchers who need to process large 

volumes of information quickly. 

 

The Road Ahead 

 

AI is becoming more intelligent, accessible, and inclusive. It holds the power to bridge societal 

gaps, increase efficiency, and empower every Indian—no matter their language or location. 

Now is the perfect time to explore AI tools and discover how they can simplify your life. 

Follow Selva’s AI updates at: https://selvaonline.com 

https://selvaonline.com/
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