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From the Desk of Managing Editor 

 

 

Dear Readers 

 

On behalf of the Editorial Board, I am happy to 

share the 194th edition of your eMagazine 

PreSense with its rich content as always.  

After the successful completion of 13th edition 

of Sansad Ratna Awards, we have now 

reconstituted the Awards Committee giving 

focus on the youngsters with the handholding of seniors.  

5th May every year is celebrated as Cartoonists Day 

internationally.   Editorial Team greets all the cartoonists in 

India and elsewhere on this day.   

Highlights of this issue: 

Prince cartoon 

Editorial: The Current 17th Lok Sabha is likely to record for 

minimum number of sitting days in the post Independence 

era.  

Cover Story: Intermedia Rules and Guidelines issued by the 

Government of India – What is perceived and not 

understood.   

Panel discussion on the New intermediary guidelines 

Inspiring story of DAV Group of schools – Vision of founders 

Book Review – India’s Tipping Point authored by S Narendra 

Reconstituted Sansad Ratna Awards Committee 

Freedom fighters of India – A Vadiyanatha Iyer (Madurai) 

Top performers of Indian Parliament upto Budget 2023 

Session 

Glimpse of the event 

I am confident that readers will enjoy reading this edition 

too. Kindly send your feedback to editor@corpezine.com, so 

that our Editorial Board can examine your suggestions. 

Please share this edition with your friends. I will catch up 

with you next month with more varied content. 

Jai Hind 

 

K. Srinivasan 

 
 

mailto:editor@presense.in
about:blank
http://www.presense.in/
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
http://www.presense.in/
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Editorial 
 

The 17th Lok Sabha is Likely to Create a Record for the 
Minimum Number of Sitting Days in the  

Post-Independence Era 

By Prime Point Srinivasan, Publisher and Mg. Editor 

 

India is celebrating the 75th Anniversary of Indian Independence, but unfortunately the 

current 17th Lok Sabha will be creating a record as the ‘shortest Lok Sabha’ since 1952. 

Entering the final year of its term, the 17th Lok Sabha has functioned for 230 sitting days 

only so far.  Of all the Lok Sabhas, that completed the full five-year term, the 16th Lok Sabha 

had the lowest sitting days (331).  With one more year remaining in the term, and with an 

average of 58 sitting days per 

year, the 17th Lok Sabha is 

unlikely to sit for not more than 

331 days.  This could make it the 

shortest full-term Lok Sabha ever 

since 1952. 

It is a matter of great concern to 

all the voters in India. PreSense 

feels that both the ruling and 

opposition parties have to take 

responsibility in running the 

Parliament.  Both should sit 

together and discuss to run the 

Parliament smoothly in the 

interest of the nation. The voters 

in India elect the Members of 

Parliament with the hope that they 

would take up their constituency, State and national issues in the Parliament for redressal.  

Not running the Parliament as per schedule is not in the interest of the people.  Some of the 

political parties indulge in such disruptions and ruckus for their own political gains. Many of 

the MPs confess confidentially that they do come prepared for every session but are not able 

to take up the issues. 

Budget Session 2023 

The recently concluded Budget session was held from January 31, 2023 to April 6, 2023, with 

a recess from February 14 to March 12.  Parliament adjourned sine die on April 6, having sat 

for 25 days.  This session saw very limited legislative activity and minimal discussion on the 

Budget amidst continuous disruptions.  The productivity of the Lok Sabha during this Budget 

Session 2023 was 34% and that of Rajya Sabha was 24%. 8 Bills were introduced in both Lok 

Sabha and Rajya Sabha and 6 were passed.  

Budget passed without discussion 

This session has been the sixth shortest budget session since 1952.  Lok Sabha spent 18 

hours on financial business, of which 16 hours were spent on the general discussion of the 

Note: *Term less than 5 years; **6 year term.  Figures 
for the 17th Lok Sabha are till the Budget Session 2023. 
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Budget.  In the previous budget sessions of the 17th Lok Sabha, financial business was 

discussed for 55 hours on an average. The expenditure of five Ministries (amounting to Rs 11 

lakh crore) was listed for discussion in Lok Sabha, however none were discussed. The 

proposed expenditure of all Ministries, amounting to Rs 42 lakh crore, was passed without 

any discussion.  In the last seven years, on average, 79% of the Budget has been passed 

without discussion. 

Rajya Sabha discusses the working of select Ministries during the budget session. It was to 

discuss the working of seven Ministries including that of Ministries of Railways, Skill 

Development, Rural Development, Cooperation and Culture during this session.  None of these 

were ever discussed. 

 

Debates, Private Members Bills and Questions 

The Motion of Thanks on the President’s Address was the only item discussed in this session.  

It was discussed for about 28 hours in both Houses, with 150 members participating in total.    

This session also saw the least amount of time spent on questions in the current Lok Sabha.  

Question Hour functioned for 19% of scheduled time in Lok Sabha and 9% in Rajya Sabha.  

About 7% of starred questions were answered in each House.  No Private Member Bills were 

introduced or discussed. Each House discussed just one Private Member Resolution. 

During the time of Debates, Questions and Private Members Bills, Members can take up 

important issues.  Unfortunately, due to ruckus and disruption, Members were not able to 

participate effectively. 

Election of Dy. Speaker, Lok Sabha 

PreSense has been pointing out from the beginning of the 17th Lok Sabha that the Dy. Speaker 

was not elected in time.   With one more year to go for 17th Lok Sabha, this Lok Sabha will 

create one more record for not electing Deputy Speaker in the post-Independence era.  

PreSense has been honouring good Parliamentarians with Sansad Ratna Awards for their top 

performance in the House.  PreSense shed tears to know that this 17th Lok Sabha is going to 

create records for wrong reasons in the 75 years of post-Independence era, when it completes 

its term. Unless both the ruling and opposition realise their responsibility of running the 

Parliament to its fullest efficiency, the next generation may lose hope on the system.  It is 

time they respect the Constitutional Institutions, beyond their political gains. 

Graphics and content source: PRS India 
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Cover Story 

New Guidelines on Fake News – PIB Fact Checking – What is 

Perceived and What is Not Understood? 

By Prime Point Srinivasan, Publisher and Mg. Editor 

 

On 6th April 2023, Government of India notified the “Information Technology (Intermediary 

Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Amendment Rules, 2023”.  Among other things, 

this notification and guidelines attempt to curb the misinformation and fake news that are 

being spread through the Digital  media.  The Government is setting up a ‘Fact Checking Unit’ 

under Press Information Bureau (PIB) to verify all the information relating to Central 

Government Ministries and PSUs.  The notification is available in this link for download. 

https://tinyurl.com/meity2023  

Reaction from the Media organisations 

Within few hours of this notification, some  media organisations issued Press Releases 

demanding ‘withdrawal’ of this notification on the ground that the Government may use this 

to censor the information thereby curbing the ‘freedom of expression’ provided under Article 

19 of the Constitution.  They also described this as ‘Draconian’ and they accused the 

Government of trying to create a ‘chilling effect’.   This Press Release was widely shared in 

various social media and messaging platforms like WhatsApp and Telegram. Leading dailies 

like The Hindu carried Editorial condemning these guidelines.  

PreSense contacted many people who condemned the guidelines and asked them which were 

the clauses that could affect freedom of expression and draconian in nature.  Unfortunately, 

none of the people had read the guidelines fully and simply forwarded those messages seeking 

withdrawal of the notification.  Sadly, even the senior media persons simply forwarded such 

messages without knowing the content of the guidelines.  PreSense decided to run this Cover 

Story to remove the wrong impressions and to emphasize the need for proper regulations to 

curb fake ness, in  consultation with stakeholders.. 

Fake News menace 

Misinformation, false news and fake news have been causing menace throughout the world 

and creating disturbances in the society.  PreSense for the past 

few years has been writing editorials requesting the 

Government to formulate proper ‘Regulations’ to curb the false 

news and fake news, in consultation with stakeholders. Even the 

Supreme Court of India has several times advised the 

Government to bring in proper regulations. Whenever the 

Central Government attempts to bring some rules, immediately, 

the ‘fighters of freedom of expression’ surface and make a huge 

noise and try to stop the rules. They even go to the High Courts or Supreme Court challenging 

the rules.   

These activists should  keep in mind  that their reaction, knowingly or unknowingly help the 

criminals and anti-social elements to spread false news and fake news without any fear.  Fake 

news and False news are short-lived and they create more damages within short time, before 

https://tinyurl.com/meity2023
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they are identified. Indian Constitution does not provide ‘freedom of speech and expression’ 

to people to spread false news and fake news.  Also there is no special privilege for ‘media’ 

under ‘freedom of speech’ in the Indian Constitution.  Media (traditional and social media) 

enjoy the same privileges and rights like any other citizen of this country.  There is no absolute 

freedom to  anybody, including media under Indian Constitution.  

Removal of 66A – A case study  

Section 66A of the Information Technology Act 2000 

prescribed three years imprisonment to any person who 

sends out ‘messages’ (SMS or mail) using computer 

device causing ‘annoyance’ or ‘grossly offensive’.  Some 

activists went to Supreme Court challenging this Section 

66A as unconstitutional violating the provisions of 

fundamental right of ‘freedom of speech’ given under 

Article 19(1).  This Section 66A related only to 

messages communicated to individuals and not published in the social media or website.  In 

the Shreya Singhal vs. Union of India case, Supreme Court struck down in 2015 this section 

66A as unconstitutional. Many media and activists hailed this judgement as ‘second freedom’.  

At that time, PreSense and few other Cyber Law experts cautioned that the judgement would 

open up risk to women in this country in future.   

In a similar case for the same  section in UK, their Court advised the Government to frame 

the rules for clarity and retained the section.  But in India, the section 66A was completely 

struck down.  Though the Government promised to bring in a new Section to safeguard women 

victims, till date nothing has been done. 

Till now, after the removal of Section 66A, there is no provision in the Indian law to punish 

any person, who sends out annoying or offensive messages through computer devices (SMS 

or email)  to other persons, including ladies and create disturbance.  Now, many ladies are 

complaining that Police is not taking action against those people who torture them through 

offensive messages.   

Removal of Section 66A has given freedom to wrong persons to send out offensive and 

annoying messages. We are quoting this incident to establish that any knee-jerk reaction in 

the name of protecting ‘freedom of speech’ without understanding the implications of the 

guidelines or rules may help only criminals and anti-social elements who are interested in 

creating disturbance in the society.  Those who are fighting for ‘freedom of speech’ should 

fight for the safety of the innocent people in the cyber space and not for the wrong persons 

who create disturbance in the society. 

Today the ladies are left unprotected in the cyber space  after the removal of 66A.  We have 

not seen any organisation fighting for fundamental rights of women victims by taking up with 

the Government for their protection.    

Objections for the new Guidelines 

The Senior Journalists have appealed to the Government to withdraw the notification mainly 

on the two grounds.  

1. determination of fake news cannot be in the sole hands of the government and 

will result in the censorship of the press. 

2. violation of Fundamental Right to freedom of speech 
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Though the Government of India has issued notification, neither the MIB (Ministry of 

Information and Broadcasting) or MeiTY (Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology) 

have organized any discussions online or offline  to get 

the views of various stakeholders or explain the 

importance of these guidelines.  They have left the 

guidelines to be interpreted by the people as they 

wanted.  Even when the Senior journalists issued 

statement showing their concern, these two Ministries 

have not taken seriously to explain and remove the 

apprehension.  When PreSense attempted to reach out 

to some officials for getting first-hand information, they 

did not respond.    Notwithstanding this, PreSense spoke 

to  some experts. 

Naa. Vijayashankar, Bengaluru based Cyber Law expert says, “It is unfortunate that a 

speculative narrative is being built and is being propagated by vested interests and we need 

the public to realize that these views are biased and need to be rejected.” 

According to him that there are more than 30 Fact Checking Websites operating in the Private 

Sector and the PIB Fact Checking Unit verifies the false news and fake news information 

relating to Government of India and connected PSUs.  Even a general public can refer any 

information to them for verification. If PIB, after verification, found the information to be 

false, only flag the posting.  In a way, this helps the viewers to be cautious about the 

information.  PIB does not have any authority to order removal of the content.    If PIB goes 

wrong, they can be questioned in the Parliament.  

If any content is flagged by PIB as fake or false, the 

intermediary has to take note of the caution and with ‘due 

diligence’, they have to take decision.  The intermediary (the 

platforms like Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, Instagram, etc.) 

have the right to remove the content if they also find it fake or 

false or continue the content.  After the flagging by PIB, the 

intermediary may lose  ‘safe harbour’ protection under Section 

79 of the Information Technology Act. If any aggrieved person 

goes to Court for remedy, and if the content is found to be fake 

or false, the Court may hold the intermediary also liable. 

“According to Shreya Singhal vs. Union of India judgement 

(2015), Supreme 

Court has upheld 

the Section 79.  

According to the Judgement, contents can be 

ordered to be removed only by (1) Competent 

Court and (2) the Authority appointed under 

Section 69A of the IT Act.    In view of this, the 

apprehension that PIB’s Fact Checking Unit can order removal of the content or leading to 

censorship is highly misleading”,  Naa. Vijayashankar added.  

“Also, nobody has the right to spread fake news, misinformation or false news through digital 

media.  Freedom of speech and expression provided in the Constitution does not apply to 

spreading wrong information.  Hence, the second apprehension is also not based on facts”, 

Naa Vijayashankar added. 



 

 

9 

According to Swaminathan Iyer from Singapore, a digital media expert, who has held high 

positions in various platforms in Asia Pacific Region said, “Every country has its own 

regulations.  Australia, UK, Singapore has rules to remove the contents which are misleading 

or fake news.  China is the strictest of the lot. With the emergence of Artificial Intelligence, 

the world would be facing more risk of fake news and false news.  Every Government and 

every platform are facing this problem globally.  When the technology grows, the law and 

regulations are also framed. They are getting improved based on the experience in 

consultation with stakeholders.” 

Vinoth Poovalingam, CEO, Hocalwire, who provides technology support to various digital 

media organisations, said that regulations were  needed to curb fake news.  “Presently, when 

a fake news is found, the author removes the content.  There is no trace of the author having 

put up the wrong content.  But in print media, if a wrong news gets published, the Editor 

publishes an apology.  Same way, in the digital media also, fake news content should remain 

in the site with flagged ‘false news mark’ and the author should be forced to apologise”, Vinoth 

Poovalingam added.    

Digital Media Ethics Code 

In 2021, Digital Media Ethics Code was given to address the grievances of aggrieved persons.  

Three levels of regulations have been prescribed.  (a) Level I - Self-regulation by the 

publishers; (b) Level II – Self-regulation by the self-regulating bodies of the publishers; (c) 

Level III - Oversight mechanism by the Central Government. 

It suggested a self-regulatory body of the Industry and Grievances Appellate Committee. Any 

member of the public can put up a complaint for redressal. The Government may now review 

the current position as to how it works and take remedial measures to improve the system.  

Conclusion 

When the Technology evolves, correspondingly regulations and law also should evolve to 

protect innocent people and to punish criminals.  ‘No regulation regime’ will lead us nowhere.  

It would help only wrong people.    

Senior Journalists and activists should understand the ground reality and provide valuable 

suggestions to the Government to tackle the challenges in future, instead of demanding ‘no 

regulation’ regime in the name of ‘freedom of speech’.   

Senior journalists and stakeholders get apprehension about the new guidelines, because of 

the lack of communication by Ministry of Information and Broadcasting and Ministry of 

Electronics and Information Technology. They  should take the stakeholders into confidence 

and seek their support and guidance in framing the guidelines. Ultimately, the innocent people 

should be protected and criminals and anti-social elements should be punished.  

 

Digital Journalists Association of India (DiJAI) organized a panel 

discussion through Zoom n 15th April 2023 to discuss about the 

new guidelines on Intermediary Rules and Media Ethics Code 

2023.  The experts discussed the guidelines at length in the 

international perspective.   Please watch  

https://youtube.com/live/uvs-_YEfi1E  

https://youtube.com/live/uvs-_YEfi1E
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Top Performers of Indian Parliament till the end of Budget 2023 
 

 
 

Data source : PRS India 

 

Lok Sabha – Total tally of Initiated debates + Private Members Bills + Questions  

(From the first sitting of 17th Lok Sabha in 2019 till the end of Budget Session 2023) 

 

Name of the MP Party State 

Total of Initiated 

debates + PMB+ 

Questions 

Smt. Supriya Sule NCP Maharashtra 711 

Shri Shrirang Appa Barne Shiv Sena Maharashtra 630 

Shri Bidyut Baran Mahato BJP Jharkhand 616 

Shri Sukanta Majumdar BJP West Bengal 599 

Shri Kuldeep Rai Sharma INC A & N Islands 580 

 

Lok Sabha - Initiated Debates  

(From the first sitting of 17th Lok Sabha in 2019 till the end of Budget Session 2023) 

 

Name of the MP Party State Initiated Debates 

participated 

Shri Adhiranjan Chouwdhury INC West Bengal 201 

Shri N K Premachandran RSP Kerala 196 

Shri Hanumana Ram RLP Rajasthan 172 
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Lok Sabha – Private Members Bills  

(From the first sitting of 17th Lok Sabha in 2019 till the end of Budget Session 2023) 

 

Name of the MP Party State Private Members 

Bills introduced 

Shri Gopal Chinayya Shetty BJP Maharashtra 17 

Shri Nishikant Dubey BJP Jharkhand 16 

Shri N K Premachandran RSP Kerala 15 

 

Lok Sabha – Questions  

(From the first sitting of 17th Lok Sabha in 2019 till the end of Budget Session 2023) 

 

Name of the MP Party State Questions 

Shri Sukanta Majumdar BJP West Bengal 560 

Smt. Supriya Sule NCP Maharashtra 546 

Shri Bidyut Baran Mahato BJP Jharkhand 546 

 

Lok Sabha – Women Category 

(From the first sitting of 17th Lok Sabha in 2019 till the end of Budget Session 2023) 

 

Name of the MP Party State 

Total of Initiated 

debates + PMB+ 

Questions 

Smt. Supriya Sule NCP Maharashtra 711 

Dr Heena V ijayakumar Gavit BJP Maharashtra 537 

Smt. Sangeeta Kumari Singh BJP Odisha 474 

 

Rajya Sabha – Overall Performance during the calendar year 2023 

 

Name of the MP Party State 

Total of Initiated 

debates + PMB+ 

Questions 

Dr Yajnik Amee Harshadray INC Guujarat 74 

Shri M Mohamed Abdulla DMK Tamil Nadu 61 

Dr Fauzia Tahseen Ahmed Khan NCP Maharashtra 59 

Departmentally Related Standing Committes  

(Based on the performance from 1st June 2019 till 30th April 2023) 

Committee Chairman Reports 

Presented 

Sittings 

Finance Dr Jayant Sinha 58 73 

Agriculture Shri P C Gadigounder 56 79 

Transport, Tourism and 

Culture 

Dr Vijaysai Reddy and Shri T G 

Venkatesh (Retd. Chairman) 

76 86 
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Prime Point Foundation and PreSense is pleased to inform our readers that 13th Edition of 

Sansad Ratna Award function was  held on 25th March 2023 at Delhi, crossing the 100th Award 

Mark. Dr M Veerappa Moily (Former Chief Minister of Karnataka and Former Union Minister 

and a Senior Congress leader) has kindly accepted our invitation to be one of the Patrons.  

The Committee has also elected Smt. Priyadarshni Rahul as Chairman of the Sansad Ratna 

Committee.  The present Founder Chairman Shri Prime Point Srinivasan will be the Mentor 

and will be designated as “Founder and Chairman Emeritus”.  A Governing Council of eminent 

experts will guide the new executive team and decide the policy matters.   The new Committee 

for 2023-24 is as follows: 

 Patrons 

   
Shri T S Krishnamurthy, 
Former Chief Election 
Commissioner of India 

Shri Hansraj G Ahir 
Chairman, National 

Commission for Backward 
Classes 

Dr M Veerappa Moily 
Former Chief Minister of 

Karnataka and Former Union 
Minister 

 

Governing Council Members 

 

    
Shri Srinivas Prabhu 

Retd. Joint Secretary, 

Lok Sabha 

Shri S Mohan 
Chartered Accountant 

Shri R Nurullah 
Senior Journalist 

Dr Sudarshan P 
Associate Professor, 

IIT Madras 
 
Executive Team 

  
Founder and Chairman Emeritus 

Shri Prime Point Srinivasan 

Founder & Chairman, Prime Point Foundation 

Publisher & Mg. Editor, PreSense 
 

Chairman 
Adv. Priyadarshni Rahul 

Trustee Secretary, Prime Point Foundation 

Editor, PreSense  
 Advocate, Supreme Court of India 

   
General Secretary 
Shri U Sridhar Raj 

Political worker and 
Entrepreneur, Chennai 

Secretary 
Shri Srinivas Gopal 

IT Professional 
Chennai 

Secretary 
Ms. V M Charumathy 

IT expert and Entrepreneur, 
Chennai  



 

 

13 

Mentors and Advisors 

 

   
Dr M Murugan 

Retd. Senior Govt. official and 

social worker, Chennai 
 

Dr Ashok Pandey 
Educationist, Delhi 

Shri S Narayanan 
IT Professional 

USA 

   
Shri N Varadarajan 

Senior official 
Mumbai 

Shri Rahul Bhandari 
Advocate on Record 

Supreme Court of India, Delhi 

Shri P T T Rajan 
Publisher and Senior Journalist 

Chennai 

 

Please watch the conversation Dharmaa Raghavan, a popular TV Journalist and anchor had 

with Priyadharshni Rahul, Chairman of Sansad Ratna Awards Committee on the journey of 

Sansad Ratna Awards and the future 

vision.  

https://youtu.be/oI5ATFNMTs0  

For more details on Sansad Ratna Awards, 

Please visit the link and contact us 

through email 

www.sansadratna.in | 

sansadratna@gmail.com 

 

PreSense Greets All Indian and International Cartoonists 

5th May is being celebrated as International Cartoonist Day every year 

globally.   PreSense and its readers greet all the Indian and International 

Cartoonists for their great contribution to the society. 

The Editorial Team also greets Triambak Sharma, Cartoon Editor of 

PreSense for this contribution.  The cartoon character Prince was launched 

by Dr Abdul kalam in June 2008 and from then on he contributes Prince 

cartoon to every issue.   

Interestingly, Dr Abdul Kalam himself was one of his fans and he openly 

said in a meeting that all cartoonists should create cartoon characters like ‘Common man’ of 

RK Laxmand and ‘Prince’ of Triambak Sharma.  Triambak Sharma publishes a cartoon 

magazine ‘Cartoon Watch’ which recently completed 25 years.  

https://youtu.be/oI5ATFNMTs0
http://www.sansadratna.in/
mailto:sansadratna@gmail.com
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Ignited Minds 

Providing Modern Education With the Blend of Vedic Culture –  

DAV Model 

By Editorial Team 

Prime Point Foundation and the eMagazine PreSense associate with Visionary Partners every 

year for Sansad Ratna Awards.  DAV Group of Schools, an Institution founded on the noble 

cause of promoting ancient Vedic culture with modern education is one of our proud Partners 

in our initiative.   

Arya Samaj and DAV Movement 

The Dayanand Anglo Vedic (DAV) movement was started by the Arya Samaj way back in 1886 

in Lahore (currently part of Pakistan). Education was available, at 

that time only to selected sections of the society, as the society was 

riddled with various superstitious practices and beliefs. In this 

backdrop, Arya Samaj gave a clarion call, strongly advocating that 

education should be accessible to all irrespective of gender or caste. 

Thus, DAV was born in memory of Swami Dayanand Saraswati, a 

versatile genius, social reformer, educationist, benefactor of 

humanity and harbinger of national movement.  

The founders – Lala Lajpat Rai, Mahatma Hansraj, Pandit Gurudutt 

Vidyarthi and many others were truly farsighted in naming the 

institution as DAV: ‘D’ – Dayanand (Swami Dayanand Saraswati); ‘A’ 

– Anglo (signifying contemporary education); ‘V’ - Vedic (Shaastras 

based education with blend of spirituality).  

DAV @ Chennai 

The Partition of India in 1947 forced a large number of 

people to move from Pakistan to India. Some of them who 

settled down in Chennai (earlier known as Madras), 

recreated the DAV movement here and initiated the Tamil 

Nadu Arya Samaj Educational Society (TNAES) duly 

registered under the Tamil Nadu Societies Registration Act 

in 1970.  Shri Jaidev ji, the Founder Secretary, along with 

other great visionaries started the DAV group of Schools in 

Chennai in 1970.  Their aim was to provide (a) high quality, 

(b) value based and (c) affordable education to all.  The 

initiative started under a banyan tree has now grown to 

provide education to more than 40000 students through 28 

educational institutions. Besides CBSE course, they also 

offer NIOS facilities.  

Vikas Arya, the Secretary of the DAV Group of Schools, while talking to the PreSense said 

they have 10 owned, 5 managed and 13 associated schools with more than 2000 employees.  

“We have now completed 50 years. The Founders have set the vision of providing 

contemporary education with Vedic education.  In the next 20 years, our vision is to reach 

out to a greater number of people and provide high quality education,” Vikas Arya added. 

Swami Dayanand Saraswati 

Jaidev, Founder Secretary 
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Blending Modernity with Vedic culture 

“Parenting has become highly challenging nowadays due to social media.  The modern parents 

want their children to learn the ancient culture and values. Good values come with spirituality.  

Hence, we focus more on teaching ancient Indian culture. We are supplementing the children 

with sports and arts, besides good values. This is the need of the hour to build future good 

citizens,” Vikas Arya added.  

 

First batch of students 50 years ago 

Many of the Alumni are highly placed and working at different parts of the world.  PreSense 

spoke to Ravishankar Aisola, recently retired Indian Foreign Service Officer. He belongs to 

the first batch of students.  He has served as Ambassador in many countries and closely 

studied more than 50 countries.   

“I always accept modernising the education with cultural roots.  The school gave me a feeling 

to work for our nation and to represent India abroad. Having studied closely more than 50 

countries, I strongly feel that our presence is deeply rooted in the past.  India had the greatest 

knowledge in many domains.  What modern science teaches today are available in the ancient 

scriptures. Material management was given importance with true spiritual background. India's 

contribution to world civilisation is far higher than that of any other country. Our young 

generation should understand the past and take pride.  I offer my respects to the founders 

and teachers of DAV group, who are shaping future citizens of this country”, he said. 
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Book Review 

An Insider Account of how Prime Minister P. V. Narasimha Rao 

Changed India’s Fortune 

By Editorial Team 

Can anyone pinpoint the precise date on which India embarked on its economic reforms that 

enabled the country to transform from a $266 billion economy to a nearly $3 trillion engine 

of growth? A new book -India’s Tipping Point by S. Narendra Spokesperson of former prime 

minister Narasimha Rao fixes this date as the 24th July 

1991. Because, on the evening of this date the one-

month-old government headed by Rao, regarded as a 

‘weak’ prime minister unexpectedly abolished the 

Industries Development and Regulation Act 1951. This 

Law was the mother of all laws and regulations that 

gave the power to the government to control all 

economic activities. ”The abolition of this Act in more 

ways than one represented a change in the political, 

official and national mindset. While  August 15th 1947 

placed India on the global political map, 24th July 1991 

placed on the  the international economic map. The 

innate Indian entrepreneurship and spirit of 

innovation, were unshackled, significantly contributing 

to the rewriting of India’s destiny”, writes author of 

this book S. Narendra. The book coincides with 

Narasimha Rao centennial anniversary.  

Were the 1991 Indian economic reforms undertaken 

under the pressure of the International Monetary Fund 

that extended was to the government to avert a 

financial crisis? The answer is an emphatic ‘No’. The 

IMF did not even hint that the government should 

abolish IDRA and dismantle both the foundation and 

the superstructure of what was called ‘ the Licence-

Permit raj’ that prevailed for nearly 40 years after India became a free  Republic. 

The people born since 1991 may be less aware of India’s dire economic and political situation 

when a new government took office. Prime minister Narasimha Rao headed a minority 

government. During the recent parliamentary election, the former prime minister Rajiv Gandhi 

had been assassinated. Two previous governments had collapsed after short tenures. The 

prevailing political instability offered no hope of India coming out of the political mess 

combined with an economic crisis. Militancy and violence had peaked in the states of Punjab 

and J&K. There was social and political unrest in several parts of India. India’s external 

environment was in a flux, due to the break-up of the Soviet Union and unprecedented internal 

political changes in Europe. The international oil prices had risen, worsening India’s economic 

woes. Both within the ruling Congress party and the opposition consisting of BJP, left parties 

and influential sections of the Indian business were opposed to economic reforms. Rao 

government  was criticised by the latter as having compromised India’s sovereignty. He 

responded by presciently asserting that the reforms would go to make India an engine of 

growth in Asia and the world economy.  
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Narendra’s book is an insider account of the working of the government that had embarked 

on a mission  to change India fortune for the better.  It attempts to answer several questions 

which had been aired in those years-Was Rao a economic reformer? Did he slow down the 

pace of changes? Is Narasimha Rao legacy limited to the demolition of the Babri Masjid in 

Ayodhya  because he was perceived as ‘indecisive’? A few major scandals and scams (Harshad 

Mehta Stock market scam) broke out, damaging his government’s image as corrupt. What 

was the prime minister’s approach to them?  

The book Tipping Pont interestingly offers an account of the 

way prime minister Rao leveraged his economic reforms to 

subtly transform India’s foreign policy giving it greater 

economic content which remarkably changed the perception 

of India abroad. Further, first time there is an account of how 

the former prime minister brought normalcy in the militancy-

ridden J&K. The chapter on ‘Was Narasimha Rao an economic 

reformer? tries to put on record his extensive new initiatives 

to change the economic structure of India and makes for 

boring reading. What is interesting is that the author offer a 

reason for Rao  making his finance minister Dr Manmohan 

Singh the face of his economic policy, rarely claiming the credit 

for himself. There were several scandals and scams during his 

tenure. This chapter throws new light on the way the former 

prime minister dealt with them. 

The readers may or may not agree with Narendra’s version of 

the development and events dealt with in the book. However, 

it could serve as a source for the political and economic 

historians researching into a critical period in India’ s recent 

history as it comes from Narendra who worked closely with 

Narasimha Rao  

India’s Tipping Point-The view from inside 7 Racecourse Road 

Bloomsbury Publishers 2023, (PP: 205)   Price: MRP Rs 699. Available in bookstores and 

Amazon.com.  
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Freedom Fighters of India 

Madurai A Vaidynatha Iyer 

 

By C. Badri, Consulting Editor                                          

A Vaidyanatha Iyer also popularly known as Madurai Vaidyanatha Iyer was a freedom fighter 

and a social activist. During 1939 he led the temple entry movement for Dalits in the then 

Madras Presidency. A staunch follower of Mahatma Gandhi, he actively participated in Non-

Cooperation Movement in 1920-22, Vedaranyam Salt Satyagraha in 1930 and Quit India 

Movement in 1942 and was a pillar of support to freedom movement against the British. 

Vaidyanatha Iyer was born to Sri Arunachalam Iyer and Smt. 

Lakshmi Ammal on   16 May 1890. He was the second child to 

them. Arunachalam Iyer worked in Pudukkottai Maharaja's 

School as Mathematics teacher. Vaidyanatha Iyer completed 

his SSLC in Madurai Sethupathy High School during 1909 and 

did his FA in Madura College. He was the recipient of the 

prestigious Neelakanda Shastri Gold Medal and the Fisher Gold 

Medal by the institution. Vaidyanatha Iyer after his FA 

examinations, married Akilandam at the age of 18. During 1914 

he completed his    B.A. degree from Madras Presidency 

College. After completing his B.A. degree, he worked as a 

teacher for one year each at Bishop Heber Higher Secondary 

School in Trichy and at Masoolipattinam Hindu Higher 

Secondary School. He then got qualified himself as an Advocate 

and enrolled in the Bar.  Even from his early childhood days 

Vaidyanatha Iyer had been inspired by the speeches of the 

leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Bipin Chandra Pal, Chittaranjan 

Das etc. While he was studying in Presidency College, Madras, 

he attended a public meeting addressed by Bipin Chandra Pal at the Madras Beach. The 

Principal of the College who happened to be British got upset and Vaidyanatha Iyer was made 

to stand on the bench from morning to evening as punishment. But that did not deter him 

from involving later in the freedom movement. 

Mahatma Gandhi visited Madurai once in 1919. During his second visit in 1921 Mahatma 

Gandhi draped a small dhoti around his waist to symbolically identify himself with the local 

farmers. He also addressed a public meeting which triggered inspiration amongst many 

youngsters and in later years many of them became leaders and social reformers. 

Vaidyanatha Iyer was one among them who went on to become a great leader and a social 

reformer. 

In 1920, when Gandhiji announced the Non-Cooperation Movement, Vaidyanatha Iyer wanted 

to leave his lucrative practice as a lawyer and join the Indian National Congress as a full-time 

worker. However as per the advice of Chittaranjan Das and Mahatma Gandhi, who were 

touring Madurai at that time, Vaidyanatha Iyer continued his legal profession as advocate and 

simultaneously work for the Indian National Congress to inspire the youth and entice more 
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volunteers to join the party. Thus he accepted the twin challenges of practicing as an advocate 

as well as a political and social activist. 

Gandhiji sequel to the Non-Cooperation movement desired that the volunteers to take part in 

activities like Khadi promotion, Hindu-Muslim unity, empowerment of Dalits and the abolishing 

of liquor sale to public. He and his volunteers promoted Khadi cloth and making handspun 

Khadi cloth in Madurai and the villages nearby. Vaidyanatha Iyer also introduced the hand-

spinning wheel for making handspun Khadi cloth. He visited many nearby villages and 

propagated the importance of Khadi thereby boosting its production and sales. 

Consequentially Madurai District was ranked number one in the entire Madras Presidency and 

bagged the prestigious Silver Hand-Spinning Wheel. 

In December 1929, the talks between Mahatma Gandhi and the British Government failed. 

Hence Gandhiji decided to conduct the Salt March from Sabarmati Ashram to Dandi. Rajaji 

and Iyer met in Madurai regarding implementation of Salt March in South India and it was 

decided that the Salt March would start from Tiruchirappalli and end at Vedaranyam where 

the preparation of salt would take place. Gandhiji was arrested by the British government at 

the end of Dandi March and imprisoned for six years. Despite that the Salt March in South 

India commenced on 13 April 1930 at Trichy and ended after 15 days at Vedaranyam. Rajaji, 

who made salt there was arrested and put in jail. Vaidyanatha Iyer as suggested by Rajaji, 

did not participate in the procession. After Rajaji’s arrest, Vaidyanatha Iyer and other leaders 

continued the Salt March ignoring the ban orders. The police suddenly stormed the place to 

disperse the crowd when Vaidyanatha Iyer was addressing a public meeting. In the process 

they attacked Vaidyanatha Iyer and dragged him for a furlong. He and the others who were 

participating in the meeting were arrested and imprisoned in Trichi jail. They were released 

only after Gandhi-Irwin Pact which was signed in 1931. 

Gandhiji started the civil disobedience movement in 1932. Vaidyanatha Iyer campaigned 

against liquor and boycott of foreign made goods in Madurai. He met the expenses incurred 

for these campaigns out of his personal savings. When Gandhiji was arrested, a public meeting 

was organized in Madurai. The police entered the meeting and read Section 144 which was 

condemned by Vaidyanatha Iyer. He was arrested for resisting the act of the police. The court 

ordered his imprisonment for one year and a fine of Rs. 500. He was lodged in Vellore jail. To 

recover the fine amount the police decided to auction his car but none from the public came 

to buy the car. It demonstrated the love, respect and regard they had for Vaidyanatha Iyer. 

At that time Congress Committee also did not have adequate funds to continue the agitation. 

Coming to know that the Congress Committee of Madurai did not have enough funds to 

continue the civil disobedience movement, Vaidyanatha Iyer, before leaving for Vellore jail, 

planned through one of his confidants to dispose of some of his family jewels to raise money 

for the Congress Committee of Madurai. The jewels were pawned for Rs 7000/- instead of 

being sold and were later redeemed with Vaidyanatha Iyer’s savings. 

In 1940 when Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was arrested and jailed in Kashmir, the people of 

Madurai protested and closed their shops. At that time Hindus and Muslims gathered with 

weapons at the junction of South Masi Street and West Masi Street and the situation became 

tense. Coming to know of this Vaidyanatha Iyer went to the spot and pleaded with both sides 

to calm down by falling on the ground with folded hands. The angry crowd calmed down and 

dispersed without causing any untoward incident. Thus what could have been a major clash 

was averted on time by Vaidyanatha Iyer. His contribution towards Hindu–Muslim unity was 

extraordinary to say the least. 
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In 1940, during the Congress Committee meeting held at Pune, Gandhiji called for individuals 

to take part in Satyagraha. Iyer selected the volunteers for the Satyagraha and led them in 

the Madurai. Akilandam Ammal, wife of Iyer, was also a volunteer. She too was arrested and 

imprisoned for three months in Vellore Jail. On 8th August 1942, Gandhiji announced the ‘Quit 

India’ Movement. The British Government got annoyed and enraged. It jailed Gandhiji and 

several other Congress leaders. Curfew was also imposed all over India. Coming to know of 

Gandhiji’s arrest, Vaidyanatha Iyer organized a public meeting at Thilakar Ground in Madurai 

by breaking the curfew. Police lathi-charged and fired at the people who attended the meeting. 

Several people lost their lives while many were injured. Vaidyanatha Iyer was arrested for 

instigating people and breaking the curfew and was sent to the Alipore Jail. He was in jail 

when his eldest son passed away. The news reached him quite late. He had to come out on 

parole and perform the last rites for his eldest son. Vaidyanatha Iyer also got his elder 

daughter Sulochana married while he was in parole. Vaidyanatha Iyer was released from 

Alipore Jail after six months. He was rearrested at the entrance of the jail and taken to 

Thanjavur Jail and then moved to Vellore Jail. As part of a general amnesty in 1945 he was 

set free from jail and he continued his practice as an advocate. 

Vaidyanatha Iyer continuously emphasized and worked for cooperation between Hindus and 

Muslims in Madurai district. He too, like Mahatma Gandhi, did not like the division of India 

and Pakistan. While India attained independence on 15th August 1947 the whole country 

celebrated the occasion, the joy of leaders like Gandhiji and Vaidyanatha Iyer was tinged with 

sorrow at the India-Pakistan Partition. 

While spreading the Khadi movement, Vaidyanatha Iyer also spread education and involved 

himself to abolish untouchability in Madurai and its neighboring villages. Iyer fought for the 

cause even before the Harijan Sevak Sangh and other such social reformist organizations 

were formed. He along with other prominent personalities like M.N.R. Subburaman, Dr. G. 

Ramachandran, Somasundara Bharathy, Manakkal Pattabirama Iyer, Cholavandan 

Chinnasamy Pillai and Mattaparai Venkatrama Iyer worked hard for the temple entry 

movement in Madurai. The members of the Meenakshi Amman Temple Trust and its Chairman 

R.S. Naidu also supported this reform. 

On July 8, 1939, Vaidyanatha Iyer entered Meenakshi Amman temple with a group of Dalits 

and members of other castes. At the entrance to the temple, they were honored by R. S. 

Naidu, who had made proper arrangements for them to worship the main deity of the temple. 

Vaidyanatha Iyer then announced that temple entry for Dalits was successful. Temple entry 

movement was one of the great reforms which was instrumental in abolishing untouchability. 

His contribution towards this is highly laudable as he fought against several odds to achieve 

this feat. Vaidyanatha Iyer breathed his last on February 23,1955.  A biography of 

Vaidyanatha Iyer titled “Harijana Thanthai Amarar Vaidyanatha Iyerin Vazhkai Varalaaru” 

(Biography of the Immortal Vaidyanatha Iyer, Father to all Harijans) was authored by 

Professor P. S. Chandraprabu in 1991.  

Every year on Iyer's death anniversary people pay respect to him by garlanding his statue. 

On that day, respects are paid to his memorial at the Chennai Thakkar Baba Vidyalaya School 

and the Madurai ‘Sevalayam’ which was started by Vaidyanatha Iyer in 1932 to serve the 

Harijans. A postage stamp was issued in his memory by the Government of India on 9th 

December 1999. The inspiring speeches made by Iyer in the Madras Legislative Assembly 

were compiled by Professor P. S. Chandraprabu and released as a book titled “Voice of a Great 

Soul” by Gandhi Memorial Museum, Madurai. 
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