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From the Desk of Managing Editor 

 

 

Dear Readers 

 

On behalf of the Editorial Board, I wish all our 

readers a very happy Republic Day 2023.   Let 

us all pray to God Almighty to shower His 

Blessings on our Nation for all prosperity. 

I am happy to share the 191st edition of your 

eMagazine PreSense with its rich content as usual.  

In the first week of January 2023, PreSense and NGPL team 

visited Andaman and Nicobar Islands. During the course of 

our visit, with the help of local MP Shri Kuldeep Rai Sharma, 

we visited many schools and addressed the students.  We 

also participated in several social service projects. This 

edition is a ‘Republic Day Special’ focussing on the Andaman 

Islands, which is the ‘Capital of freedom movement’. 

 

Highlights of this issue: 

 

Prince cartoon 

 

Editorial: Andaman Islands and Freedom Fighters 

 

Cover Story: Sufferings of Freedom fighters at Andaman 

Islands and Cellular Jail 

 

Special Story: How Prem Shanker Pandey, a freedom fighter  

was killed by Japanese forces? 

 

A note on Veer Savarkar with pictures of the Cell, where he 

was imprisoned for 11 years 

 

Exclusive interview with Kuldeep Rai Sharma, MP of 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

 

Details of PreSense Team’s visit to various schools. 

 

I am confident that readers will enjoy reading this edition 

too. Kindly send your feedback to editor@corpezine.com, so 

that our Editorial Board can examine your suggestions. 

Please share this edition with your friends. I will catch up 

with you next month with more varied content. 

 

Jai Hind 

 

K. Srinivasan 

mailto:editor@presense.in
about:blank
http://www.presense.in/
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
http://www.presense.in/
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Editorial 
 

Indian History and Text Books Should be Rewritten with 
Factual Details of Freedom Fighters who Sacrificed Their 

Lives 
 
By Prime Point Srinivasan, Publisher and Mg. Editor 

 

The PreSense and Next Gen Political Leaders (NGPL) Team visited the Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands in the first week of January 2023. The purpose of our visit was to spread democratic 

and Constitutional awareness amongst the students. With the help of Shri Kuldeep Rai 

Sharma, sitting MP of the Islands, we could visit many schools and a few social projects.  He 

also accompanied us to the schools and we had useful interaction with the youth.  We offered 

to provide online training programme free of cost, to young students who want to join politics, 

irrespective of the party, on Indian democracy and Constitution.   

 

After the First War of Independence in 1857, British Government transported around 30,000 

aggressive and revolutionary freedom fighters to this Island in phases.  It was known as 

Indian Penal Settlement. Freedom fighters were kept in Ross Islands (Now known as Netaji 

Subash Chandra Bose Island) and Viper Island.  In 1906, the Britishers opened the Cellular 

Jail.   Between 1943 and 1945, Japanese forces took control of this Island during World War 

II.  Both British and Japanese authorities tortured our freedom fighters and even killed them.   

 

Sadly, our text books do not talk about such great warriors, who sacrificed themselves to get 

freedom for us.  We found many of the citizens of Andaman Islands are the descendants of 

one or other freedom fighter. They belong to different States, religion, language.  They live 

peacefully like a family.  Though the Island is separated from the mainland, by a distance of 

1300 km, their patriotism towards Mother India is enormous. When we visited the Schools, 

students greeted us with 'Jai Hind'.   

 

A & N Islands consists of 836 small Islands, of which only 37 are inhabited.  84% of the Island 

is Forest.  This Island is strategically important for Indian defence.  Hence, the Lt. Governor 

of this UT is a retired official from the Defence.    

 

Only three years back, this Island got 4G internet connectivity through a single cable laid 

from Chennai.  If the Government adds one more cable and provide a seamless internet 

facility, many IT companies can set up their back-office and BPO facilities.  This is an ideal 

place for IT Industry, with the availability of skilled manpower. 

 

Though the Island is surrounded on all sides with sea and has 3000 mm of  rains every year, 

the people do not get drinking water on a daily basis.  Already, the local MP and the UT 

Administration are working on some projects.  This is a serious issue to be considered by the 

Indian Government urgently. 

 

Shortly, an International Airport will be opened there. This will open up more tourism 

opportunities.  There is a great potential for Shipping and Fisheries, with rare kind of fishes 

available in the sea.   

 

Though this Island is represented in Lok Sabha, the people feel that they do not have any 

Legislature and membership in Rajya Sabha.   
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Sadly, our text books do not carry the contributions made by Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

during the freedom movement.  This is the Capital of the Indian Freedom Movement.  Many 

freedom fighters were tortured and killed.  Since many of the freedom fighters were members 

of Indian Independence League (IIL) and Indian National Army (INA), founded by Netaji, 

probably for political reasons, they might have been ignored from the history.  Only during 

the Morarji Desai regime, the Cellular Jail was dedicated to the nation as a 'National 

Monument'.  Many of the freedom fighters who were killed by the British and Japanese 

authorities have not yet been declared as Freedom Fighters, though many of them have been 

declared as 'Martyrs'.  The descendants of freedom fighters, with whom we spoke feel that 

their ancestors, who were killed by the British and Japanese authorities, be declared as 

'freedom fighters'.  

 

PreSense appeals to the Indian Government: 

 

1.  Andaman Island being the capital of freedom movement, Indian history and Text books 

should be rewritten giving the factual report about the contribution made by thousands of 

freedom fighters who sacrificed their lives for Indian Independence. 

 

2.  There is a great potentiality to improve this Island with more employment opportunity in 

Information Technology, Shipping, Fisheries and Tourism.  They should be explored. 

 

3.  Above all, the residents should be provided with clean drinking water 24 x 7 x 365 days, 

besides improving Health and High Education facilities.   That will be the greatest homage 

that we, Indians,  can pay to their ancestors who sacrificed their lives for the nation. 

 

4.  Already Prime Minister Modi has named / renamed some of the Islands.  There are many 

Islands that are not named.  Prime Minister may consider naming them after many martyrs / 

freedom fighters who were killed by British and Japanese Authorities before Independence.   

 

Every Indian should visit Andaman and Nicobar Islands as a 'Patriotic Pilgrimage' and pay 

homage to the freedom fighters. 

 

Jai Hind  

 

PreSense and NGPL Team gratefully acknowledge the   

support given by the residents of Port Blair  

during our visit   

Shri Kuldeep Rai Sharma MP 

Shri John Robert Babu 

Shri Abdul Islam 

Shri Tejeswara 

Smt. Shoba Nair 

Shri Simachallam 

Shri Amees Khalique 

Shri Sunny Dayal 

Shri Ajay Anand 

Shri C Thiruppathi Kumar, and  

The Management of Hotel Comfort Inn 

 

 

Thank You 
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Cover Story  

Andaman Islands – The Capital of  

Indian Freedom Movement 

By Prime Point Srinivasan, Publisher and Mg. Editor 

Penal Settlement at Andaman Islands 

After the First War of Independence in 

1857, 200 aggressive and revolutionary 

freedom fighters were transported 

(literally exiled) to the Andaman Islands.  

They arrived at the Islands on 10th March 

1858. They were kept in Chatham Island 

in the open prison. That marked the 

beginning of the penal settlement in 

Andamans by the British.  All life and long-

term prisoners, from eighteen to forty 

years of age, who on some grounds have 

escaped the death penalty in India and 

Burma, were selected for imprisonment 

in the penal settlement of the Andaman 

Islands.  This was also popularly called ‘Kala Pani’ (Black Water).  

Four days after their first landing on the island, one of the convicts, Narain (Bihar), who had 

been convicted for sedition, tried to escape but was caught and shot dead. Another prisoner, 

Naringun Singh (Punjab), who was a deserter, committed suicide by hanging.  86 prisoners 

who tried to escape were caught by the Britishers and all of them were summarily put to 

death by hanging on a single day. 

As the settlement grew, "hardened criminals" from undivided India and Burma were also 

brought in. The 'hard labour' of chain gangs quickly produced the 

necessary infrastructure. Palatial bungalows for the administrators 

and barracks for the prisoners, jail and formidable gallows sprung up 

on Ross and Viper Islands between 1864 and 1867. A saw-mill on the 

Chatham Island supplied the timber. 

The Viceroy of United India, Lord Mayo, who was on tour at Andaman, 

paid a visit to the settlement. Sher Ali, serving the Life Sentence 

stabbed the Viceroy to death on 8th February, 1872. He was arrested 

immediately and hanged.  In the Indian freedom movement, this is 

the only incident where a sitting Viceroy was assassinated. With the 

freedom movement picking up momentum, the number of freedom 

fighters sentenced to transportation also increased. The need arose 

for a high security jail that could hold a large number in solitary 

confinement. 

 

 

The location where Lord 
Mayo was assassinated 

Penal colony prisoners in 1880 



 

 

7 

Cellular Jail 

The construction of Cellular Jail started in 1896 and 

completed in 1906. Spread as seven spokes of a bicycle 

wheel, this unique three-storied structure was the first of 

its kind in India as it had 693 cells specially built for solitary 

confinement of the prisoners. Extraordinary feature of the 

Jail was the total absence of communication between 

prisoners housed in different wings since front of the row of 

cells faced the back of the other. The cost of construction at 

that time was Rs.5.17 lakhs.  

A two-storied building on the left side near the entrance of 

the Jail was constructed to be used as the Jail hospital. On 

the plinth of this building now stands the Martyr's Column. Near the compound wall at the 

right of the main entrance is the gallows where three persons could be executed 

simultaneously with a separate door in the outer compound wall to carry the corpses.  

Many charismatic freedom fighters were 

imprisoned in this Jail. Savarkar brothers, 

Hotilal Verma, Babu Ram Hari, Pandit 

Parmanand, Ladha Ram, Ullaskar Dutt, Barin 

Kumaar Ghosh, Bhai Parmanand, Indu 

Bhushan Roy, Prithvi Singh Azad, Pulin Das, 

Trailokyanath Chakravarthy, Gurumukh 

Singh, etc. were incarcerated here among 

others. Revolutionaries involved in Alipore 

Bomb case, Nasik Conspiracy Case, Lahore 

Conspiracy Case, Chittagong Armoury Raid 

Case, Inter-Provincial Conspiracy Case, 

Gaya Conspiracy Case were also brought to 

the Cellular Jail under long terms of 

imprisonment. 

The Cellular Jail is the most prominent landmark 

of Port Blair and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. The 

first stop for any dignitary visiting the Islands is 

the Martyrs Memorial inside the Jail. Many 

familiar with the history of the freedom struggle 

are moved to tears at the sight of the Chain 

fetter, Cross Bar fetter, Bar fetter, flogging 

frame with whipping, Jute uniform, oil 

extraction, Coir pounding to extract coir from 

coconut husk and the other instruments of 

torture on display in the Jail Museum. A 'must' 

on the itinerary of all tourists is the 'Sound & 

Light Show' every evening, which brings to life a 

dark chapter in the history of the Islands as a 

penal settlement. (Now stopped for some time 

for upgradation.) 

The Jail celebrated its centenary on March 10, 

2006. It has been a long journey for the Jail - 
Instruments of torture 

Cellular Jail – Main entrance 

A model of the Cellular Jail with seven wings  
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from a torture machine to a National Memorial, from 

a dreaded prison to a place of patriotic pilgrimage, a 

place where the memories of brave freedom fighters 

are revived and patriotic fervour surges through the 

veins of the visitors.   

Today, the entrance block of the National Memorial 

houses Freedom Fighters Photos and Exhibition 

Gallery is on the ground floor. The first floor of the 

building has an Art Gallery, Netaji Gallery and a 

Library on freedom movement. A gallery on the  First 

War of Independence and another gallery with rare 

collection of old photographs has also been set up on 

the premises. An eternal Flame "Freedom-

Swatantrya Jyot" has been erected in the vicinity of 

the Cellular Jail in memory of all freedom fighters and martyrs.  

Structure 

Each of the seven wings has three stories upon completion. 

There are no dormitories with a total of 696 cells. Each cell is 

13.6 ft × 7.6 ft in size with a ventilator located at a height of 7 

ft.  The name, "Cellular Jail", derived from the solitary cells 

which prevented any prisoner from communicating with any 

other.  Also, the spokes were so designed such that the face of 

a cell in a spoke saw the back of cells in another spoke. This 

way, communication between prisoners was impossible. They 

were all in solitary confinement. The locks of the prison cells 

were designed in such a way that the inmate would never be 

able to reach the latch of the lock.  

Prison conditions  

Conditions faced by prisoners in the Cellular Jail were horrible. 

They faced torture, medical tests, forced labour and for many, 

death.  In response to poor conditions in the Cellular Jail, 

including the quality of prison food, numerous prisoners went 

on hunger strikes. Those who did were often force-fed by the prison authorities.  It is also 

said that many of them died due to force feeding.  

Andaman Island served as the ideal place for the British Government to isolate the aggressive 

and revolutionary freedom fighters from the rest of the society. These people were kept in 

solitary confinement in the Cellular Jail. 

Massacre of 44 ILL Members 

During the World War II, in 1942, Japan took over the Andaman and Nicobar Islands and the 

Britishers left. Netaji Subash Chandra Bose arrived at Port Blair and hoisted the Indian Tri 

Colour in Dec. 1943 at Cellular Jail. After Bhose had left, on 30 January 1944, 44 Indians, the 

members of the Indian Independence League (ILL), were wrongly accused of spying and shot 

by the Japanese Army in what was known as the Homfraygunj Massacre.  

Outer and inner A view of the Cell 

Gallows – Top: Place for ritual 
before execution | Bottom right: 
Execution chamber | Bottom left: 

Place for dead body after 
execution 
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After the end of World War II, Japan surrendered to the British Army 

and the British re-occupied the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.  During 

this period of three years, Japan had committed more atrocities. 

Cellular Jail was made a National Monument by Prime Minister Morarji 

Desai in 1979.  The Airport is named after Veer Savarkar. Ross Island 

is named after Netaji Subash Chandra Bose by Prime Minister Modi.  

Also the 21 unnamed Islands were named after Param Vir Chakra 

recipients in Jan 2023 by Prime Minister Modi.   

Just like every Indian makes a spiritual pilgrimage to Kasi, Mecca and 

Jerusalem, they should also make a ‘Patriotic Pilgrimage’ to the 

Andaman Islands and pay homage to the great freedom fighters who 

sacrificed their lives for our Independence.  

 

 

 

Mahakavi Bharatiyar  
(He wrote this 35 years before Independence) 

தண்ணரீ் விட்ட ோ வளர்த்டதோம்? சர்டவசோ ! இப்பயிரைக் 
கண்ணைீோல் கோத்டதோம்;  கருகத் திருவுளட ோ ? 

Free translation 

Freedom Crop was not grown with water - it was 
nurtured with tears.  Will you allow it to wither? 

 



 

 

10 

 

 

44 Freedom Fighters Were Shot Dead and put in a 

Graveyard at Andaman Islands 

 

Prem Shanker Pandey was one of the 44 members of Indian 

Independence League (IIL) martyred by Japanese Army on 

30th January 1944 without any trial and buried in a ‘L’ 

shaped pit at Andaman Islands.  Till now, these martyrs 

have not been declared as Freedom Fighters by the 

Government of India, though a monument has been 

erected and maintained by the UT Government to honour 

them.  Gauri Shanker Pandey (87), the only son of Prem 

Shanker Pandey (35), is the lone surviving eye witness for 

the happenings. PreSense team met him at his residence 

on 6th January 2023. He recalled that sad episode from his 

memory.  He has also authored four books on the freedom 

movement in Andaman Islands. During the course of the 

conversation, while narrating the incident of his father’s 

arrest and killing, he became emotional on many occasions. 

Excerpts: 

Why did Britishers leave the Island enabling Japanese Army to occupy? 

More than 30,000 people were settled in the Islands, in what is known as ‘Indian Penal 

settlement’, by the British after the first war of Independence in 1857. During World War II, 

Britishers left this Island in mid-March leaving all the Penal Settlers alone. After the Britishers 

left, there was no Government till Japanese Army occupied the island on 23rd March, 1942. 

Everybody was free to do whatever they wanted. At that time, the branch of Indian 

Independence League (IIL) was organized at Andaman in April 1942 under the President of 

Dr Diwan Singh. At the global level, Rash Behari Bose was heading the IIL.  In June 1942, 

Indian National Army (INA) was founded. Both the organisations were created to participate 

in the freedom struggle and they were anti-British. Ramakrishna and my father Prem Shanker 

Pandey, were the Joint Secretaries of IIL. The members of IIL visited all the villages in the 

Island and increased the membership.  

 

Prime Point Srinivasan seeking blessings 
from Gauri Shanker Pandey 
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What led to the arrest of IIL and INA Members? 

The IIL and INA, who were against British regime, were growing in the Island fast. This had 

created worries for British Government. Though the British had left the Island leaving behind 

all the penal settlers, they wanted to break IIL and INA. In January 1943, British sent spy 

agents to Andaman under the leadership of D.A.M. McCarthy, who was the Commander of 

Indian Military Police, during the British administration. Some of the Indian Military Police 

people had also joined Japanese Army as ‘spies of British Government’.  The messages sent 

by McCarthy were intercepted by Japanese forces and they got perplexed. Using this 

opportunity, the real spies working in the Japanese Army falsely implicated the members of 

IIL and INA as spies. The genuine freedom fighters were branded as spies.  Some of the 

Indian Military Police were the real culprits.   

How were they arrested? What happened thereafter? 

Immediately Japanese Forces arrested the IIL Members.  In the first batch, 50 members were 

arrested and taken to Cellular Jail. They labelled the cases as first spy case, second spy case, 

etc. My father was arrested in the second group.  

One Muthuswamy Naidu was arrested as the first person along with 49 others in the first 

group. He was tortured heavily to make him admit that he was a British Spy. He was placed 

on the table with his hands tied. 

Water was poured through his 

nose. He was forced to say that he 

was a British Spy. He refused to 

say this, in spite of all the 

tortures.  The water went into his 

lungs and he died due to the 

torture. All the other people were 

also tortured like this. The 

prisoners were tied to the flogging 

stand and they used to bring their 

respective wives naked before 

them and tied. The husbands were 

tortured before wives and vice 

versa. They violated all the 

international norms. All prohibited 

war crimes were perpetuated. All 

the arrested members of IIL 

denied spying.  There were even 

two or three lady members. Due 

to the torture many people died.   

On 30th March 1943, Narayan Rao and six other leaders of IIL were shot dead and the bodies 

were handed over to their relatives. They were the people who initiated the establishment of 

IIL and INA at the Island.   

Why was your father arrested? 

Dr Diwan Singh, President of the Indian Independence League (IIL) met the Governor and 

sought his intervention to mitigate the people’s misery.  He also represented him as to how 

genuine people were arrested and tortured. But it was of no use. The second group of 

members of IIL, including Dr Diwan Singh and my father were arrested on 27th October 1943. 

Flogging stand – Prisoner would be tied to a stand and he would be 
beaten on the back side with whip 
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In the spy cases, 630 people were arrested and tortured. Dr Diwan Singh was brutally tortured 

and died due to torture in the Cellular Jail.   

What were the types of tortures they used to give to freedom fighters? 

The Japanese beat and tortured them with water treatment, electric shocks, hanging them 

upside down, and burning heaps of paper under their thighs and private parts. A very large 

number of them died, while some committed suicide and a few made false confessions to 

save their lives. They were taken to a far-flung place, killed and buried. 

Dr Diwan Singh was brutally tortured for 82 days, a parallel of which is difficult to find in 

human history. He was hung by his hair from the ceiling. On other occasions, his ankles were 

tied to ceiling, water was pumped through his mouth and nostrils. He was tied to a table, his 

bones were crunched and was subjected to electric shocks. He died on January 14, 1944. 

How was your father treated in the Jail? 

I was a small boy of 6 years when my father was arrested and taken by Japanese forces.  I 

still remember that my grandmother, my mother and myself were crying when he was taken 

by the Police. My father was around 35 at that time. My mother was also arrested 6 times 

and kept in Cellular Jail.  Both were tortured heavily.  I was the only son and had four sisters.  

Imagine the panic of the children when their parents were arrested and tortured in jail.  We 

were staying with our uncle due to this uncertainty.   

When did Netaji visit the Island?  Why Netaji was not informed? 

He landed at the Island on 29th December 1943.  INA gave him 

a Guard of Honour. He was received at the Airport by the IIL 

members and INA. He hoisted the Tricolour flag (the flag 

designed by the Congress then) at the Gymkhana Grounds on 

30th December, 1943. At that time National Song “Vande 

Mataram Sujalam Suphalam Malayaja Shitalam” was sung. 

Japanese forces did not allow any people to meet Netaji. He met 

the Governor and was immediately taken to Ross Island (now 

renamed Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Island). Nobody was 

allowed to go to the Ross Island. Japanese Army ensured that 

he was not given information about the arrest and torture of IIL 

and INA members. Ramakrishna, then President of IIL, handed 

over an amount of Rs.10000/- towards freedom struggle. Everybody contributed to the fund 

to Netaji. The descendants of these settlers had enough courage to fight against the British.  

They formed the IIL and INA.   

On 31st December 1943, the women’s wing of IIL organised a meeting to hear Netaji at the 

Headquarters of the IIL and the INA.  I remember I also attended the meeting with my mother 

and my grandmother.  I remember it was a big crowd and the hall was full.  The Women’s 

Wing presented Rs.5000/- and lot of jewels to Netaji for freedom movement. That was the 

spirit of our people.  

 

 

 

Prem Shanker Pandey and his 
wife 
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Coming back to your father in Cellular Jail, how was he martyred? 

On 28th January 1944, our family was informed to come to Cellular Jail to meet our father.  

They asked us to bring one shirt and eatables.  

When we visited the Jail, I saw my father coming 

from the second gate with beard (Gauri Shanker 

Pandey paused for a moment here and broke 

down heavily.  After a long silence, he continued 

the conversation).  My mother, my grandmother 

and all the children were there.  That was the last 

time, we could see our father.  (broke down again 

and after a long silence continued).  My father 

spoke to my mother and my grandmother.  I do 

not remember anything further.  We handed over 

the shirt and the food item to the police officials 

there.   

On 29th January 1944, we got the information from Japanese Authorities asking all the family 

members to assemble on the next day morning (30th January) before the main entrance of 

Cellular Jail.  When we reached the Cellular Jail on 30th January morning, we saw the relatives 

of some more prisoners also.  All the 44 prisoners were brought from inside the jail one by 

one and members of the families were marshalled on the road side.  My father Prem Shanker 

Pandey was the first to come out. I could see him from the distance of 15 or 20 feet but we 

were not allowed to go near him.  Three military trucks were parked. All the 44 prisoners 

boarded them one by one.  My father was the first to board.  On seeing us, my father shouted, 

“Take care of the family. We are going to be killed on the false charges. We are going to die 

for the nation to get freedom for our country and not as spies. Jai Hind”.  On seeing him 

shouting, one Army Officer hit him on his chest with the butt of his rifle and my father fell 

down (Gauri Shanker Pandey paused and wept).  After a long silence he continued:   

All the  prisoners were shouting ‘Jai Hind’  and the family members started crying.  Out of this 

44, three people could not walk.  They were 

carried in a gunny bag like a stretcher.   

Nobody knew where they were being taken. I 

have seen all the 44 members being 

transported to an unknown place. It was a 

horrible experience.  

On the next day, one Japanese Police came to 

our house and handed over a packet 

containing the shirt worn by my father.  This 

was the shirt given at the Cellular Jail by us on 

28th January when we met our father.   I only 

received the packet from the Police officer.  

The shirt had a ‘bullet hole’ and lot of blood 

stain. (After a brief silence, he continued).  

Only after seeing the shirt with blood and 

bullet holes, we realised that our father was killed.   

 

 

Martyred freedom fighters – Soldiers pushing the 
bodies in the ‘L’ shaped pit 

Freedom fighters lined up at Homfraygunj before 
they were shot by Japanese Army on 30th Jan 1944. 

Prem Shanker Pandey is third from right 
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When did you get detailed information about the massacre of 44 IIL members? 

  

Left: Balidan Vedi – Homfraygunj – The memorial erected in 1977  
 Right: ‘L’ shaped graveyard where martyrs were shot and buried  

We came to know about the martyred place only later. Immediately after this incident, Netaji’s 

Azadi Government was formed. Then Chief Commissioner Colonel A.D. Loganathan visited 

Singapore reported to Netaji about this incident.  Netaji sent Japanese judges to investigate 

into the matter.  Due to the failure of Japanese intelligence and the Government, they could 

not locate the real culprits.  After the World War II, Japanese surrendered to British forces. 

Again, Britishers occupied this Island on 7th October, 1945. 

We could visit Homfraygunj, where the 44 IIL members were martyred only after two years, 

when the Japanese forces left the Island.  All our family members went there in a truck, whose 

driver was the same person who drove the vehicle from Cellular Jail to Homfraygunj on that 

fateful day. The Japanese forces killed all the 44 IIL members and put them in a ‘L’ shaped 

graveyard.  As the only son of my father, I had to perform the rituals without the body or 

ashes.    

Are the family members of 44 martyrs are now connected? 

All the family members of 44 martyrs got together to form a ‘Homfraygunj Martyrs Memorial 

Committee’ and I was the General Secretary of the Committee then. Now the third generation 

is leading it. Out of 44 families, 20 are in this Island and the others are in Mainland.  We 

constructed a memorial in 1978.  Every year on 30th January, in a solemn ceremony, we 

assemble and pay homage to the Martyrs.  Now the UT Government is maintaining the 

Memorial. The Government has declared all the members of IIL, who were killed during the 

freedom movement as ‘Martyrs’. 

We do not want anything. We only want the Government to declare all the 44 martyrs as 

‘Freedom Fighters’.   I feel proud that I am the son of a freedom fighter who has sacrificed 

his life for the nation. 

Jai Hind.  Bharat Mata ki Jai 
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Family Members and People of Andaman Islands pay Homage at 

Homfraygunj on 30th January 2023 

44 Freedom Fighters were shot dead by Japanese forces on 30th January 1944 at Homfraygunj 

and a memorial has been erected now.  The family members of these martyrs and the general 

public pay homage to the martyrs every year on 30th January.  This year also, they paid 

homage ceremoniously on 30th January 2023.  Shri Kuldeep Rai Sharma, Hon’ble MP of the 

Islands was the Chief Guest.  He joined the Nation in saluting these brave martyrs. 
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Downplaying and Denigrating the Sufferings of Veer Savarkar for 

Political Reasons is not in the interest of the Nation 

We will be ungrateful, if we downplay for selfish and political interests, the sacrifices and 

sufferings of Veer Savarkar and his family.  When we visited Cellular Jail in the first week of 

January 2023, we also visited the Cell where Veer 

Savarkar was kept for 11 years.  We were not able 

to stay there even for 10 minutes, in the midst of 

walls. Imagine, how Veer Savarkar might have 

spent his 11 years in this horrible Cell all alone.  He 

was given a mud pot and a bucket of water.  The 

prisoners have to use the mud pot for nature’s call 

and use the water both for drinking and cleaning.   

The Jail officials say that he was a revolutionary 

even when he was in the Cellular Jail.  He refused 

to take food protesting against the atrocities of the 

British Jail authorities. He was also fed forcibly.   

Bot Veer Savarkar and his elder brother were kept 

in Cellular Jail and tortured. Veer Savarkar was even 

chained. His house properties were confiscated by 

the British at Pune. His family was suffering. 

During the freedom movement, there were differences of views between the top leaders on 

the methodology.   Followers of Mahatma Gandhi thought Ahimsa would yield results.  Netaji 

followers adopted a different path.  But both had the same goal of getting freedom for the 

country.  Veer Savarkar was an aggressive and revolutionary leader.  The British was really 

scared of him. Way back in 1905, he wanted foreign textiles to be boycotted and the same 

was later adopted by Mahatma Gandhi. He assisted Bikaji Cama to hoist the Indian Flag at 

German in 1907.  He was an atheist.  He wanted the Indian History to be rewritten with more 

focus on Indian glory and not glorifying invaders.  This had angered the British and liberals 

then.  His concept of ‘Hindutva’ is more confused with the present day political ‘Hindutva’.  

Though he was accused in Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination, the trial court exonerated him 

then itself.  Again in 2018 on a petition to review the exoneration, Supreme Court Bench itself 

exonerated him.   

He is accused of writing apology letter to the British Government. It was customary to write 

mercy petition to the Government whenever somebody was arrested.  Now, we file ‘bail 

application’ in the courst.  As a lawyer himself, he used to write petitions to all other jail mates 

for their release or for reducing the punishment.  Even Communist leader SA Dange has also 

written such petitions.   After his sixth petition, a team visited him in the jail and heard him.  

They reported back to the Government that he was adamant and he did not regret.  

Misrepresenting a routine legal procedure by some of the leaders is not good.  

In spite of all the facts, some political leaders spread false information about Veer Savarkar 

and denigrate his great sacrifices.  There can be thousands of political differences.  This should 

not stand in the way of saluting the great freedom fighters.   

Let us be grateful to them. Abusing them and denigrating them would not be in the interest 

of the nation.  

By Prime Point Srinivasan, Publisher and  Mg. Editor 

Prison Cell where Veer Savarkar spent 11 years 
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Exclusive 

“Please Visit Andaman & Nicobar Islands to pay Homage to our 

Freedom Fighters and Enjoy the Beauty of Nature”  

Kuldeep Rai Sharma, Member of Parliament 

 

Kuldeep Rai Sharma (Right) with Priyadharshni Rahul (Left) 

In an exclusive interview to PreSense in the beautiful backdrop of Andaman Islands, Kuldeep 

Rai Sharma, Member of Parliament, Andaman & Nicobar Islands invites all Indians to visit 

Andaman to pay respect to the great freedom fighters who were tortured and killed in the 

Cellular Jail.  In a freewheeling conversation with Priyadharshni Rahul, Editor of PreSense, 

Sharma explains the challenges the people face and his vision for the Island.   The full 

interview may be watched in the YouTube link 

https://youtu.be/coXwo7PKchs 

Excerpts from the interview: 

Q: How did you enter politics? What motivated you to join politics? 

A: My inspiration from the childhood is my father and my grandmother.  They used to do a 

lot of social service. Though I wanted to join politics at the later period of my life only, due to 

my passion for social service, I joined politics immediately after my college education. 

Q:  You are in the politics for more than 25 years.  How do you relate Andaman with 

freedom struggle? 

A: As a citizen of this Island, I call this Island as the ‘Çapital of Freedom movement’.  In the 

pages of the Indian history, Andaman people have sacrificed a lot towards freedom 

https://youtu.be/coXwo7PKchs
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movement.  Freedom fighters from all the States in India were imprisoned in the ‘Çellular 

Jail’.  All the freedom fighters were brutally tortured and hanged here by the Britishers and 

the Japanese.  The Island has got a strong freedom struggle history. Gradually over a period 

of time, nature has created the paradise on earth.  We have divergent flora and fauna and 

dense forests.  Nature is very kind to us.  We proudly say everywhere that Andaman & Nicobar 

Islands is a ‘Mini India’. People of all religion, caste, language and culture live here in 

harmony.  I can even call this Island as ‘Mini World’.  We have six tribes here.  If you look at 

the history, we cover three-fourth of the globe. Gandhiji’s dream of ‘Poorna Swaraj’ can be 

seen here.    

Q: You are one of the top performers of Lok Sabha and Sansad Ratna Award winner 

for the best performance. Suddenly, we got to hear about you and Andaman. How 

did it happen? 

A: Being the son of the soil, I have been travelling length and breadth of this Island for the 

past 25 years. I know the nook and corner of the entire Island.  I know the problems faced 

by the people. Also, I was the President of the Congress Party in this Island. I have taken up 

the issues with Andaman Administration, Government of India and even in the Parliament at 

every given opportunity. There is no Legislature (Assembly) here.  We have voting rights in 

Lok Sabha, but unfortunately, we do not have representation in Rajya Sabha. Until we get a 

Legislature and Rajya Sabha Member, I do not give full mark to myself. In a real sense of 

democracy, people voice can be heard only if there is an elected Legislature. 

Q: On behalf of Next Gen Political Leaders (NGPL), another initiative by us, I want 

to ask you one thing. Have you ever regretted for having entered politics in spite of 

you being a Mechanical Engineer with a specialization in Shipping? 

A: I never regretted joining politics. This has helped me to serve the people much better. 

Q.  What are the three main suggestions you want to make to the young political 

aspirants? 

A:  First thing is one has to learn to sacrifice. Second is to be honest to the people. Third is 

to step into the shoes of the people to understand their problems. Then only the issues can 

be resolved. 

Q: What are the major issues that you have taken up in the Parliament after you 

became the Member of Parliament? 

A: Nature has been kind on our Island.  This 

Island is surrounded by water on all sides.  

We get more than 3300 mm of rain every 

year.  In spite of this, the City of Port Blair 

gets water once in two days. Third day, our 

people get water for 15 minutes.  Even rural 

areas have water bodies.  Still there is water 

problem in the city.  My vision is that we 

should get water 24 x 7 x 365 days.  This 

Island has 4-lakh plus population.  My aim 

is that everybody should get clean and 

filtered water whenever they open the tap.  

Right from the day one of my becoming the MP, I am working on this.  Two projects were 

pending with the Government for the past 20 years.  I am happy that one project is already 
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cleared and I am working for the clearance of the second project. If both the projects are 

completed, this Island will get sufficient water. In two years, this Island will attract more 

international tourists.  At that time, if the Island does not have sufficient water, it may not 

attract the tourism industry which provides employment to large number of people. 

The second most pinching issue is the Health Care. We have one major hospital called GB  

Pant Hospital.  In the remote Islands, we have primary health centres and community health 

centres.  We do not have specialist doctors for heart, lungs, kidney problems.  The patients 

have to be taken to Chennai or Kolkata.  Both are 1200 plus km away from the Island. This 

costs very high and poor people cannot afford to spend so much.  I am trying to get the best 

doctors here. I have managed to get dialysis equipment and trying to get ultrasound machines 

for every primary health centres.  The nurses are being trained to use the equipment.  We 

have one medical college here.  I am trying to get a PG course here.  If our students complete 

the PG here, they can serve this Island. 

Q: What are the areas the 

tourists can explore here? 

A: We have beautiful beaches, 

flora fauna and forests in this 

Island.  As I told earlier, this 

Island is the capital of freedom 

movement. Youngsters can see 

how the freedom fighters faced 

atrocities and their sufferings in 

the Cellular Jail. The tourists can 

go for jungle walk, under water 

visit, etc.  

Q:  What are your future plans 

in the remaining one and half 

years?  

A: Within one year, our International Airport will be opened.  This will open up traffic from 

seven countries closer to the Island, than the mainland. This will increase our trade and 

tourism. Andaman may become a major educational hub. Lots of things are in the pipeline.  

Government of India is planning to make Andaman and Nicobar Island as the biggest 

transhipment port. 

Q: Andaman has got more than 84% of forest area. Lot of herbal plants are 

available. With the increased demand for herbal products globally are you exploring 

anything in the herbal perspective? 

A: As you said more than 84% of the island is forest area. We have lot of rare herbs and 

spices. This Island has the tropical climate which is best suited for herbal plants. Enough raw 

materials, land and the climate are suitable for the herbal products and herbal plants. We 

have to plan in a systematic manner. Though Andaman and Nicobar administration is 

implementing, it is not in a big scale. It is not in a commercial scale. It is used only by locals.  

We have two research institutes like ICMR and they are doing lot of research in this area. I 

am confident that in future this area can be explored to generate employment and revenue 

for the island. 
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Q: You have specialised in shipping, Andaman is best suited for shipping. How do 

you see shipping as your revenue generator for Andaman Islands? 

A:  Andaman can be made as the biggest shipping port in India. The Major ports in Chennai, 

Mumbai, Kolkata and Visakhapatnam are all within the city. There is no possibility of their 

expansion. Andaman has got a large number of islands and there is a great potentiality for 

setting up the biggest port.  Government of India is already working on this. This can generate 

lot of employment and revenue to the island. 

Q:. How about fisheries?  

A: We can do wonders. Andaman has got 2,47,000 

MT of fishes in the sea. As per the data available, we 

are able to catch only 32,000 MT of fish. That means 

more than 2,15,000 MT of fish is lying in the sea and 

they are dying due to old age. Out of this 2,47,000 

MT of fish available here, 64% is Tuna fish which is 

in great demand at the global level. The rates of Tuna 

fish are very high in the global market. There is a 

great potential in this area. Once we open an 

international market here, we can do great business. 

Q: Now that you have internet connectivity at the island how do you see the growth 

of IT industry here? 

A: I am very sorry to say that we do not have 

any IT industry or any multinational in the 

Island. I am confident that within 3 to 4 years 

we will have lot of IT industry here in this Island. 

Only 2 years back we got cable connectivity from 

Chennai to Port Blair. This has been connected 

to seven Islands with a bandwidth of two TB. 

Here we have one issue.  This Island is in Zone 5 that is earthquake and Tsunami prone area. 

IT Industry expects two cable connections from the mainland to Andaman to set up their 

business. Single line connectivity is prone to be more risk. If there is any disturbance in single 

line the whole industry will get affected. I have already taken up this issue with the 

Government of India, Parliament and also Andaman administration to get the second line so 

that we can have more of IT industry in this Island. We have a very clean atmosphere. Our 

boys and girls are highly skilled. The IT industry can cut half the cost of what they spend 

outside this country. 

Q: You have set a great Vision for this Andaman Islands. Anything you like to share? 

A: I appeal to the people of this country to visit Andaman Islands and cellular jail and pay 

homage to the great freedom fighters who sacrificed the lives  for the sake of the nation. 

Jai Hind 

 

 

We have a very clean 
atmosphere. Our boys and girls 

are highly skilled. The IT industry 
can cut half the cost of what they 

spend outside this country. 
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Interaction with Schools and Public 

By Srinivas Gopal, Editorial Team 

PreSense and Next Gen Political Leaders (NGPL) Team  (Prime Point Srinivasan, Priyadharshni 

Rahul, Sridhar Raj, and Srinivas Gopal) visited Andaman and Nicobar Islands during the first 

week of January 2023 to visit the Cellular Jail and to understand the contributions made by 

the ancestors of this Island during freedom movement.  Shri Kuldeep Rai Sharma, Hon’ble 

Member of Parliament of this Island welcomed our team at the Airport and helped us to visit 

many Schools and to interact with the families of freedom fighters.  We also presented him 

our book “PreSense Speaks on Freedom Fighters”, published by Prime Point Foundation at the 

Airport itself . 

 

Shri Kuldeep Rai Sharma MP receiving Prime Point Srinivasan at Port Blair Airport (Left) | Sridhar Raj, General Secretary of 
NGPL presenting the book on Freedom Fighters to the MP (Right) 

PreSense and Next Gen Political Leaders (NGPL) Team  visited Schools and NGOs. They 

interacted with students and general public on various topics of National Integration, career 

guidance, Health aspects and Democratic rights, etc. Shri Kuldeep Rai Sharma, Hon’ble 

Member of Parliament of Andaman & Nicobar Islands was also present in all the events.  The 

video recordings of Shri T S Krishnamurthy (Former Chief Election Commissioner of India) 

and Dr Ameta Mulla (Well- known Educationist in Delhi) were screened to the audience.  

Composite Regional Centre for Skill Development, Rehabilitation and Employment 

of Persons  with Disabilities, Andaman & Nicobar Islands (5th Jan 2023) 
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Kamaraj English Medium School (6th Jan 2023) 

 
 

Mahatma Gandhi International School (6th Jan 2023) 

 

 

 
 

 

Seminar on Women Health at Community Hall (6th Jan 2023) 

 

 
 

St. Xavier School (7th Jan 2023) 
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Vitala Public School (7th Jan 2023) 

 

 
 

Health Camp for widows and destitute in collaboration with Apollo Hospital (8th Jan 

2023) 

 

 
 

Rangoli Completion for ladies at Dairy Farm (8th Jan 2023) 

 

 
 

Interaction Session with NCC cadets of all Colleges of the Island at Jawaharlal Nehru 

Rajkeeya Maha Vidyalaya, Port Blair (8th Jan 2023) 
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