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Prime Point Foundation and its Initiatives 
 

Prime Point Foundation, a Non-Profit Trust and NGO was 

founded in December 1999 by Shri K Srinivasan (popularly 

known as Prime Point Srinivasan), a former Senior Banker and 

a Digital Journalist and Communication Professional, to 

promote leadership and communication skills among the 

youth. Very eminent persons are associated with the 

Foundation. 

 

In the past 23 years, the Foundation has organised several 

seminars, workshops, training and interactive sessions, both 

offline and online, on various subjects of national interest. The 

Foundation manages various online discussion groups and 

podcasts on communication, and digital journalism.  

 

The Foundation has formed 5 initiatives to create awareness 

in various domains. All these initiatives are managed 

independently by passionate experts.  These initiatives are 

non-commercial and focussed on youth. 

 

PreSense: The eMagazine PreSense was started in March 

2006 on the suggestion of Dr APJ Abdul Kalam to promote 

positive journalism. Till  Oct 2022, the Foundation has 

published 188 editions. This is a digital-

only magazine. Digests, containing 

select articles up to 150 editions of the 

eMagazine, have so far been published. Dr Abdul Kalam has 

written the foreword for the Digest of articles up to 100 

editions. PreSense publishes the cartoon character  Prince, 

which was launched by Dr Abdul Kalam in 2008. PreSense has 

published a Digest of select articles published up to 175 

editions in 8 volumes.  
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India Book of Records has recognised PreSense for publishing 

maximum number of digital only eMagazine since 2006 

through voluntary efforts. .  

 

Sansad Ratna Awards:  This is a 

flagship initiative started in 2010 to 

honour top performing Parliamentarians 

every year, based on various performance parameters, and 

selected by a Jury Committee of eminent Parliamentarians. Dr 

Abdul Kalam himself inaugurated the first edition of the 

Awards event in May 2010. Till 2022, the Foundation has 

conducted 12 editions and presented 86 Awards. IIT Madras 

was the supporting Partner up to the 9th Edition. 10th Edition 

was held at Raj Bhavan, Tamil Nadu. 11th and 12th Editions 

were held at New Delhi.  

 

India Book of Records (IBR) has recognised Sansad Ratna 

Awards for maximum number of Parliamentary Awards (86)  

given and maximum number of award events (12)  by the civil 

society based on the performance in consecutive years. 

 

Next Gen Political Leaders (NGPL) is an off-shoot of 

Sansad Ratna Awards. This is a registered NGO operating since 

2018. NGPL has organised several 

workshops online and offline, for young 

political leaders and aspirants. Ministers, 

parliamentarians, legislators and retired 

constitutional authorities have participated 

and shared their views. NGPL will shortly be instituting Awards 

for young promising politicians.  

 

Education Loan Task Force (ELTF) was started in 2010 to 

create awareness about education loans, among students and 

parents. More than 30,000 queries have been responded to, 

through email, and more than 5000 serious complaints have 

been taken up with the top management of the banks 
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concerned, for redressal. Many policy issues 

have been taken up by Sansad Ratna Awardee 

MPs, in the Parliament for solution. ELTF does 

not facilitate loans.  

 

Digital Journalists Association of India (DiJAI):  DiJAI is 

an independent NGO founded in 2017 to 

create awareness about digital journalism 

and its implications, among the public and 

particularly among the journalists. DiJAI 

conducts several online and offline workshops and seminars, 

with panels of domain experts.  
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Publisher’s Note 
 

On the suggestion of Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, Former President of 

India, Prime Point Foundation and the eMagazine PreSense 

instituted a flagship initiative “ Sansad Ratna Awards” to 

outstanding Parliamentarians since 2010.  The first award 

function was launched by Dr Abdul Kalam himself in 2010.  Till 

2022, 86 Parliamentarians have been honoured in 12 Award 

events.   

 

In 2020, we decided to publish the select Parliamentary 

speeches of Sansad Ratna Awardees as eBooks for the benefit 

of aspiring politicians and political students.   So far, we have 

published   four such eBooks.   

 

Smt. Supriya Sule is one of the outstanding Parliamentarians 

of Indian Parliament.  She has been honoured with Sansad 

Maha Ratna for 16th Lok Sabha and Vishisht Ratna for 17th Lok 

Sabha.  Prime Point Foundation is greatly honoured to pubnlish 

this book containing her Parliamentary speeches and other 

submissions in the House during 16th Lok Sabha.   

 

I thank Smt. Supriya Sule and her office for compiling this 

book.  I thank Shri Siddesh, Ms Sireesha and Ms Shivani for 

the support given to us while compiling this valuable book.   

 

I thank all our Editorial Team Members, Smt.  Priyadharshni 

Rahul (President of Sansad Ratna Awards Committee), Sridhar 

Raj (General Secretary) and Shri Ramesh Sundaram 

(Consulting Editor, PreSense) for their support in bringing out 

this book.   

 

K. Srinivasan 

(Prime Point Srinivasan) 

Founder and Chairman 

Prime Point Foundation 
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Preface 
 

I still vividly remember my maiden speech in the Parliament. 

Many days went into the preparation for my speech. On the 

day of the speech, I was more nervous than excited. My 

maiden speech was in the Rajya Sabha and I had urged the 

Ministry of Rural Development to grant permission to organise 

the Regional SARAS Fair at Pune, Aurangabad and Nagpur. 

The experience was surreal. After my speech, I still could not 

believe that I had delivered a speech in the very halls where 

our country’s founding fathers once debated. It finally dawned 

on me that I was the voice of my people and I can fully 

represent them only by being vocal about their wishes and 

demands in the Parliament.  

 

Our party, Nationalist Congress Party, has always believed 

Parliament to be a place for dialogue and discourse, where 

national issues are debated and resolved. NCP has always 

maintained Parliamentary decorum and has the rare 

distinction of never disrupting the proceedings of the House. 

 

During my past 16 years as MP, I made several Parliamentary 

interventions relating to  education, healthcare, malnutrition, 

women empowerment, social justice, employment, finance, 

industry among others. My Parliamentary performance was 

recognised by various awarding bodies, including Prime Point 

Foundation.  I am grateful to the legendary leader Dr M 

Veerappa Moily, who has been kind enough to give Foreword 

to this book. 

 

This book is an attempt to compile my select Parliamentary 

interventions during 16th Lok  Sabha (2014-2019). I am 

grateful to all my voters, members of the NCP, friends and 

family for their constant support throughout my journey.  

 

Supriya Sule MP 
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Foreword from Dr M Veerappa Moily 
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Smt. Supriya Sule – Brief Profile 
 

Smt. Supriya Sule, presently the 

Member of 17th Lok Sabha, is the 

outstanding Parliamentarian of 

India.  She is a consistent top 

performer of 15th, 16th and the 

17th Lok Sabha.  Prime Point 

Foundation has conferred the 

prestigious Sansad Ratna, 

Sansad Maha Ratna and Sansad 

Vishist Ratna Awards for her 

extraordinary consistent top 

performance in the House.    

 

Smt. Supriya Sule, hails from a 

well-known political family of 

Maharashtra.  She is the daughter of Shri Sharad Pawar,  

former Chief Minister of Maharashtra.  After serving Rajya 

Sabha for three years, she got elected to 15th, 16th and 17th 

Lok Sabha from Baramati (Maharashtra) as  a  Nationalist 

Congress Party (NCP) member. 

 

She is an active social worker and passionate about taking up 

issues relating to women, children and downtrodden.   She is 

an active member of various Parliamentary Committees, 

including the Social Justice and Empowerment Committee.  
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29.4.2015 

Need to set up Rural Mahila Bank in all the 

districts of the country 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Women today account 

for a paltry 7.3 percent of total credit in the financial system. 

This is not purely due to lack in demand for credit among 

women but mainly because women in our country today face 

problems like inability to furnish collaterals because property 

is not registered in their names. Mahila Bank which received a 

seed capital of Rs.1,000 crore from the government in 2013 

provides financial services predominantly to women and 

women self-help groups. The Bank has designed many women 

centric products keeping in mind the core strengths of women 

so as to enable them to unleash their hidden potentials, 

engage in economic activities and contribute to the economic 

growth of the country. Bank tries to overcome problems faced 

by women, such as difficulty in furnishing collateral. I am 

extremely happy about the initiative taken by the previous 

government one year ago to open an all-women bank. The 

inauguration of such bank makes India one of the few 

countries to have a lender dedicated to women. The initiative 

started with seven urban cities and now has 37 branches 

around the country. But unfortunately bank today has centres 

only in urban centres like Mumbai, Pune, Kolkata, Chennai, 

etc. I strongly feel that a bank like this is more required in 

rural villages. Indian villages today have a large number of 

women working in self-help groups. Their requirements of 

credit is enormous. This will not only empower the rural 

women by making it easy for her to start small businesses but 

also prove to be a key move towards financial inclusion. I 

would urge the government to extend the initiative taken by 

the government all over the country and ensure at least one 

rural Mahila bank per district. It will be a huge leap to provide 

economic empowerment to women living in rural areas. 
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6.5.2015 

Need to strengthen security in the 

Government as well as private hospitals 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI) : Recently a patient 

expired in Lifeline Hospital, Panvel after remaining admitted 

for 2 weeks. Patient family members were counselled daily 

about prognosis. Written consent was taken multiple times. 

Family members were given an option of shifting the patient 

to some super speciality hospital. But in the meantime, the 

patient died. Following the death of the patient, a group of 

people barged into Life Line Hospital in Panvel and attacked 

on-duty doctors. Two doctors were severely hurt. Such 

incidents are very common in government hospitals as well. It 

is very important for us to provide full security to our doctors. 

Resident doctors are manhandled many a time by the 

attendants of patients which proves vulnerable security 

arrangements at public hospitals. There is a police post in 

every government hospital but it needs to be strengthened. It 

needs to be made mandatory in private hospitals as well. Such 

incidents have become quite common for us. Resident doctors 

are the backbone of Indian medical system. They help the 

patient putting their life at risk. In 2013, 56 doctors from 

Mumbai's government hospitals were reported to have 

tuberculosis leading to tow deaths. The vulnerability to 

infections is not only Mumbai's matter but the condition 

prevails in government hospitals all across the country. 

Resident doctors are the most suffered and the most ignored 

lot. There is a need of a proper system to ensure no hospital 

led infection affect anyone especially doctors. 
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27.7.2015 

Need to address the malnutrition problem in 

India.* 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE: Madam, according to the World 

Health Organisation, close to 1.3 million children die every 

year in India because of malnutrition, 48 per cent children 

under the age of five are stunted or too short for their age, 

which indicates that half of the country’s children are 

chronically malnourished. The devastating combination of 

poverty, poor status of girls and women, food insecurity, 

especially in vital nutrient-rich foods, poor health services, and 

abysmal sanitary conditions simply cannot sustain healthy 

child growth. The existing response to malnutrition in India 

has been skewed towards food-based interventions and has 

placed little emphasis on schemes addressing the other 

determinants of malnutrition. Any intervention to address the 

problem of malnutrition should have the potential to prevent 

the occurrence of illness among children, which calls for 

ensuring safe water supply and sanitation, a widely neglected 

sector in rural areas and urban slums. Indians are also 

suffering from chronic micronutrient malnutrition which results 

from consistently consuming foods severely lacking in vitamins 

and minerals – particularly vitamin A, iron, iodine and zinc – 

which are essential for proper physical and mental 

development. Supplementation programmes, biofortification 

of crop, commercial fortification, and school-based deworming 

campaigns can prove highly beneficial to tackle this effectively. 

As governments worldwide tighten their belts and increasingly 

search for ways to fight this menace effectively, the value-for-

money that can be achieved with micronutrient malnutrition 

interventions cannot be ignored. 

 

 
* Laid on the Table 
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27.3.2017 

Regarding provision of safe water and 

sanitation facilities to disabled people 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Rights of people with 

disabilities include access to safe water and sanitation 

facilities. These rights are prescribed in our Constitution under 

Article 21 (Right to life) which encompass right of access to 

safe drinking water and sanitation facilities. UN Convention on 

the Rights of Persons with Disabilities also upholds this right 

of disabled persons to clean water and hygiene services. The 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 reiterates the 

same. All these mandate an inclusive society for all individuals 

including the persons with disabilities. According to census 

2011, there are 2.68 crore Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) in 

India who constitute 2.21% of the total population. They face 

discrimination at multiple levels in terms of access to 

education, employment, public transport and other public 

facilities including access to clean water and sanitation 

services. The guidelines of the Government’s Swachh Bharat 

Mission explicitly mention that priority must be given to 

making the water and sanitation facilities accessible to 

disabled people. However, in practice the local establishments 

fail to take cognizance of the need to include accessible 

sanitation facilities to disabled people. In addition, there is also 

lack of awareness of the importance of making the facilities 

accessible. Thus I would like to draw the attention of the House 

to the rights of the disabled people to accessible water and 

sanitation facilities. 
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18.7.2018 

Need to address problems faced by dairy 

farmers of Maharashtra 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Dairy farmers in 

Maharashtra are agitating for the past few months regarding 

low procurement prices of milk. Milk procurement prices have 

plunged, because of low global prices of skimmed milk powder, 

which has made their exports non-viable. This unsold stock of 

skimmed milk powder has contributed to price fall. Hence I 

urge the Centre to reduce GST to 5%, buy skimmed milk 

powder as buffer stock, and stipulate Minimum Support Price 

for milk to help farmers to get remunerative price for milk. For 

milk procured by private players, the Government can fix 

procurement price and take measure to ensure that it is 

strictly adhered to. I request the Government to incentivise 

investments in production of value-added milk products like 

curd, buttermilk, butter, cheese, ice creams etc. Such 

interventions can help dairy farmers by stabilising the prices 

of milk. I also recommend the Government to introduce milk 

in Mid-day Meals Scheme in Máharashtra. 
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25.7.2018 

Regarding spreading of fake news/messages 

on social media 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Owing to 

false rumours on social media about child-lifters and thieves, 

persons were lynched by mob in Maharashtra in June-July, 

2018. In a recent incident in Dhule district of Maharashtra, five 

persons from nomadic community who had gone to ask for 

food, were beaten to death on suspicion of being child-lifters. 

Such incidents of mob lynching are rampant across the 

country. In such cases of fake news proliferation, I request the 

Government to respond immediately and clarify the truth to 

its citizens. As a preventive measure, I also urge the 

Government to immediately undertake measures to curb rapid 

spread of fake news/ messages on social media.  
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12.12.2018 

 

Regarding fixation of Minimum Support Price 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): The MSP 

approved by the Centre is way lower than those recommended 

by the Maharashtra State Government in 2017-18 and 2018-

19. For example, MSP for long staple cotton approved by the 

Centre for 2018-19 is Rs. 5450 per quintal compared to the 

State recommended price of Rs. 7272 per quintal. 

Procurement for this low cotton MSP has been delayed in 

Maharashtra. In case of green gram and Urad, procurement in 

September & October 2018 at MSP through APMCs was yet to 

begin, because of which the farmers made distress sales at 

spot price. In these two months alone, moong dal farmers in 

Maharashtra suffered loss of Rs. 6.9 crore, and urad farmers 

Rs. 6.2 crore. Hence, I urge the Centre to determine MSP using 

more comprehensive C2 formula and increase the 

procurement of foodgrains without delay, as recommended by 

MS Swaminathan Committee.  
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17.12.2018 

Regarding problems of onion growers 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): The price 

of onions has plummeted in the country due to bumper 

production. Onions harvested at end of May are mainly grown 

in Maharashtra (Pune, Nashik) and some parts of Madhya 

Pradesh. Due to abundance of onions, the price of summer 

harvested onions has fallen sharply to Rs. 1-3 per kg. To 

ensure that farmers get remunerative prices for their produce, 

Government must intervene to buy onions directly from 

farmers through Market Intervention Scheme. Though the 

Centre has promised to reduce price volatility of tomatoes, 

onions and potatoes (TOP) under Operation Greens scheme in 

2018 Budget speech, its implementation is questionable. To 

enable farmers to make informed sowing choices, the 

Government must make real time data on onion sowing, 

cultivation and expected production made available to 

farmers. Thus, I urge the Centre to buy onions from farmers 

at remunerative price and provide better storage warehouses. 
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27.12.2018 

Regarding revival of MSME sector 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): According 

to survey by the All India Manufacturers’ Organization (AIMO), 

Micro, Small and Medium Scale Enterprises (MSMEs) in the 

country experienced steady job loss and declining profits since 

2014. While 43% job loss was experienced by the trader 

segment, micro enterprises experienced job loss of 32%, small 

scale enterprises reported 35% and medium scale industries 

reported 24% job losses. Since 2014, operational profits of 

traders dropped by about 70%, micro enterprises dipped by 

43%, small scale enterprises reduced by 35%, medium scale 

industries reduced by 24%. As per the survey, demonetisation 

and GST had an adverse effect on the financial health and job 

growth in MSMEs. To revive the MSMEs, the Government can 

consider providing MSMEs with subsidised raw materials, 

finance with reduced interest rate and higher procurement of 

government purchases from MSMEs. Hence, I urge the 

Government to undertake above measures for revival of 

MSMEs.  
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7.1.2019 

Regarding limit of Shishu loan 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): As per the 

data released by the Ministry, of the total loans sanctioned 

under Prime Minister Mudra Yojana (PMMY), 92.89% were less 

than Rs. 50,000 (classified as Shishu loans) in 2015/16. In 

2017/18 without much improvement, 88.65% of Mudra loans 

disbursed were less than Rs. 50,000. The Prime Minister 

himself has announced in May, 2018 that Rs. 6 lakh crore was 

disbursed to 12 crore beneficiaries. This would mean that on 

an average Rs. 50,000 amount of loan was disbursed per 

beneficiary for starting small scale business. Also, as of August 

2018, these Shishu loans (which constitute 90% of the loan 

accounts) amount to only 44.44% of total loan amount 

disbursed. In the state of Maharashtra, Shishu loans constitute 

mere 40% of total loan amount sanctioned in the State. Thus 

nearly 90% of beneficiaries are getting only 40% of loan 

amount. In addition to this variance in distribution of loan 

amount, the increasing cost of inputs, makes it difficult to start 

a micro enterprise.  

 

Hence, I request the Government to increase the limit of 

Shishu loans to Rs. 1 lakh and sanction higher average loan 

per beneficiary in order to enable them to open and operate 

successful micro enterprises.  
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11.02.2019 

Need to include ‘Dhangars’ in the list of 

Scheduled Tribes, provide reservation to 
denotified Pardhi tribe and accord OBC status 

to Lingayat community  
 

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Dhangars 

of Maharashtra (though same as Dhangad community in other 

states), are repeatedly denied ST status. Ahead of 2014 

Assembly elections, Centre had promised ST status to 

Dhangars. Pardhi or Takari tribe were tagged as criminal tribe 

by the British, through their notification in the Criminal Tribes 

Act, 1871. Though after Independence, they were denotified 

and named as nomadic tribe, they continue to be discriminated 

as thieves. The Maharashtra Government has recognised the 

backwardness of Lingayat community when it included 10 

subcastes of Lingayats into OBC category, but left out other 

sub-castes which are equally backward. Hence to ensure real 

integration and upliftment of members of above communities 

into society, I urge the Government to include Dhangars in 

Scheduled Tribes list, provide reservation to denotified Pardhi 

tribe, and accord OBC status to the entire Lingayat 

community, so that they are eligible for reservation in 

Government jobs’ and education.  

 

With the 125th birth anniversary of Babasaheb Dr Bhimrao 

Ramji Ambedkar (1891–1956) happening this year, we 

remember him as yet another legend forgotten in the annals 

of Indian history. He was the architect of the Indian 

Constitution, which has stood the test of time, braving various 

challenges of Indian politics and governance. He was a great 

philosopher, economist, lawyer, political activist and social 

reformer.  

  



Sansad Ratna Speaks | Parliamentary speeches of  

Smt. Supriya Sule 

  

28 

 

2.12.2019 

 

Regarding issue of over-crowding in 

Dombivali local train in Mumbai 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): I would 

like to raise the issue of over-crowding in the Dombivali to 

Mumbai CSMT Local Train, a train service that was launched a 

few months earlier. Despite the train being called the 

Dombivali local, and despite the train schedule indicating that 

the train initiates its departure from Dombivali, the fact is that 

the train starts from the locality of Kalyan. This results in the 

train being extremely crowded by the time it reaches 

Dombivali, leaving no seating space, for the locals of 

Dombivali. There are also issues being faced by the local train 

stopping at long haul platforms and causing confusion among 

passengers. The lack of punctuality of the local train is also an 

issue. Despite many complaints having been made to railway 

officials, no action has been taken in this regard. I urge upon 

the Minister of Railways to look into the matter. 
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9.12.2019 

 

Regarding students strike in Jawahar Lal 

Nehru University due to hike in hostel fee 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): It was 

brought to my notice by the Jawaharlal Nehru University 

Teachers Association that the student representatives of the 

Inter-Halls Administrative Committee were not given voice, 

when the decision to hike their hostel fees was taken. This fee 

hike is adding to the burden of already high mess costs that 

students are bearing because of rising food inflation. It is 

requested that the Centre make the Report of the High 

Powered Committee, formed through Ministry of HRD 

notification on 17th November 2019, public and resolve this 

matter. It must also consider reinstating the studentships that 

were cancelled after protests to fee hike started. I urge the 

Government to engage in dialogue with students and refrain 

from using violence against student protestors. I also request 

the Centre to make higher education accessible to everyone 

by withdrawing the JNU hostel fee hike. 
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16.3.2020 

 

 Regarding gratuity payment to LIC agents 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Life 

Insurance Corporation of India plays a vital role in the Indian 

Economy and is responsible for generating a large amount of 

funds consistently. In this regard, LIC agents are extremely 

crucial for ensuring that the Life Insurance Corporation of India 

remains a high functioning entity. Despite the importance of 

the role they play, it is quite disappointing to note that LIC 

agents are often deprived of certain basic employment 

guarantees like the payment of gratuities, even after having 

provided their services to LIC for over 25 years. They are 

getting only basic monetary safety which is not sufficient 

enough after retirement as such. I urge the Central 

Government to take cognizance of this and resolve it with 

respect to gratuity payment to LIC Agents at the earliest.  
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14.9.2020 

 

Need to increase Government spending on 

online Education in view of COVID –19 
Pandemic 

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): The 

COVID-19 pandemic has changed the educational scenario in 

our country and the manner in which education is imparted to 

children. Many private educational institutions have made 

their classes online and their learning content available to 

students digitally. Though this evades the problem of infection 

susceptibility, the question of accessibility of such online 

education among students remains unaddressed. Many 

children from low-income households, from rural areas and 

urban slums do not have proper access to digital tools like 

computers and laptops. Internet connectivity is also an 

important concern for these students, which needs to be 

addressed. Thus, there is a need to promote online education 

and make digital learning tools accessible to all children. I urge 

the Centre to increase spending on online education and 

redirect spending from physical infrastructure at schools to 

digital infrastructure for students.  
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8.2.2021 

 

Regarding repeal of three farm laws 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Farmers 

across the country are united in protesting against the 

implementation of three farm laws which were passed during 

the Monsoon Session in 2020. While the farmers are 

demanding a complete repeal of these new agri-marketing 

laws, the Centre is only open to keeping the laws in abeyance 

for 1.5 years. the Supreme Court of India has stayed the 

implementation of these laws. The farmers are the backbone 

of the Indian economy. Given the scale of discontent among 

the farming community and vehement protests against these 

laws, I urge the Centre to repeal the farm laws and draft new 

agri-marketing bills in consultation with the farmers and 

incorporate their recommendations. The Centre must also 

guarantee buying of agricultural produce from farmers at MSP.  
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29.11.2021 

 

Regarding periodic replacement of processors 

in Cochlear implants 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Under the 

AIDP scheme, deaf children are fitted with cochlear implants, 

to enhance their quality of life by reducing the effects of 

disabilities. Since the recipients are children who have an 

active lifestyle, their sweat and body heat affect the external 

devices, and sometimes the processors in cochlear implants 

are beyond repair. In addition, these devices have natural 

aging along with their wear and tear. And when it happens, 

the replacement of processors is beyond the financial limit of 

their families (repair cost is estimated to be Rs.85,000/- or 

more). Because of this, many children are forced to become 

nonusers of cochlear implants, affecting their age-appropriate 

language development and pushing them into isolated social 

life. Thus there is a strong need for periodic replacement of 

processors in cochlear implants in children two to three times 

until the child enters into self-reliant adulthood, as part of 

AIDP scheme. 
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10.2.2022 

 

Grant Classical Language Status to Marathi 

Language* 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Hon’ble 

Chairman Sir, Maha Vikas Aghadi Government of Maharashtra 

has consistently been trying for granting classical language 

status to Marathi language. We requested to Sahitya Academi 

5 years ago in this regard. Marathi language fulfills the criteria 

adopted by the government to determine the eligibility of a 

language. Every year on 27th February, we celebrate the Birth 

Anniversary of Dyanpeeth awardee Kusumagraj as a Marathi 

Bhasha Divas. Few years back, Mahesh Sharma ji told us that 

it was under active consideration and Minister of State for 

Culture Arjun Ram Meghwal ji also gave the same reply last 

week. Sir, crores of people love to speak this language around 

the world and our all great saint-poets had composed their 

Abhanga poetry in this language only. We will be celebrating 

this 27th February as Marathi Bhasha Divas and therefore I 

request the central government to confer the status of 

classical language to Marathi on this very same day. Thank 

you.   

 

*English translation of the Speech originally delivered in 

Marathi. (Translation provided in Lok Sabha Debates) 

  



Sansad Ratna Speaks | Parliamentary speeches of  

Smt. Supriya Sule 

 

35 

 

8.2.2022 

Regarding Life saving devices used by 
Ostomy patients 

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): 90% of 

the medical life saving devices that ostomates require are 

imported, which leads to extremely high recurring costs, which 

ostomates bear as out-of-pocket expenditure. This condition 

is considered a legal disability in many developed nations. 

Considering that there are approximately 4 lakh ostomy 

patients in India, it seems necessary to consider their plight 

and amend requisite legislation in this regard. Additionally, it 

maybe noted that the incontinence of urine and stools is 

included in a notification released by the Ministry of Social 

Justice and Empowerment. However, it specifies that only 

incontinence on account of neurological disorders and spinal 

cord injuries are covered under its ambit. I request that 

ostomy be added to both of the aforementioned categories. In 

this regard, the Ministry of Social Justice, Maharashtra had 

sent a positive letter to the Health Ministry, requesting it to 

study & recommend Ostomy as a disability. However, the 

Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment rejected this 

request citing that Ostomy is not a disability but instead a 

medical condition. I urge the Ministry to hold stakeholder 

consultations with medical experts and Ostomy doctors and 

hospitals in order to further assess the gravity of this situation. 

  



Sansad Ratna Speaks | Parliamentary speeches of  

Smt. Supriya Sule 

  

36 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC 

IMPORTANCE (ZERO HOUR) 
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16.12.2014 

 

Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana  

 
SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Madam, the Sansad 

Adarsh Gram Yojana is a new suggestion that the Government 

has taken up. We are very happy about this project. I think, 

every Parliamentarian is very enthused about this new project 

taken over by the Government. But as we are working on the 

field, we have realized that the Government has given a lot of 

suggestions and interventions as to how to improve it, where 

to get the aid and money from the monitory side of it. But a 

lot of times what is happening is that if the MLA or local 

Government has already used up that fund, we cannot use it 

in the Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana. So, if the Government can 

give us some special aids specifically every year for this project 

because it is a wonderful programme, if we get some more 

budgetary provision for this for every MP across, it will help us 

to improve these villages and broaden this programme from 

one village to more villages. It is because every village today 

wants it to be in the Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana. So, if we 

can make this little more budgetary provision in one village 

every year, it will enthuse all of us.   
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26.7.2016 

 

Reservation And Employment Of Differently 

Abled 

 
SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Sir, I stand here to 

draw the attention of the House to the differently-abled 

people. Our Constitution provides to Indian citizens right of 

equality under Article 14 and right of freedom under Article 17 

as a Fundamental Right. According to the Census of 2011, 2.29 

per cent of our Indian population is differently-abled. They 

have challenges in regard to education and they have 

challenges while transporting and in getting employment as 

well. According to the latest Census, 49 per cent of differently-

abled people are still unemployed even after the reservation. 

So, I would request the Government to look into this matter. 

They have reservation kept for them, but they do not always 

get it. I really think that we need to include them into the 

development of our nation. Thank you.  



Sansad Ratna Speaks | Parliamentary speeches of  

Smt. Supriya Sule 

 

39 

 

24.3.2021 

 

Retail Prices of Petrol Diesel and LPG 
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7.12.2021 

 

Political Reservation of OBCs 
 

*SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Hon’ble 

Chairman Sir, thank you. When the political reservation of 

OBCs was quashed by the Supreme Court of India, an 

ordinance was promulgated in this regard by Maharashtra 

Government after evolving a consensus among all the political 

parties of Maharashtra including BJP. Hon’ble Chief Minister 

Uddhav Thackeray ji, Balasaheb Thorat ji and other leaders 

came together to resolve this issue. They further took the 

decision of holding elections for Panchayati Raj and local 

bodies too. Now, the Court has stayed this election process. 

That decision was taken unanimously and this should be kept 

in mind. All the political parties of Maharashtra are committed 

to resolve this issue. But only one impediment is there and 

that is non-availability of empirical data. Maharashtra State 

Government is trying its level best to collect the empirical data 

of OBCs but it cannot be done in a year’s time due to Covid 

restrictions. Hence, I would like to urge upon the Central 

Government to come forward to support OBCs not only for 

Maharashtra but also for all over India by providing empirical 

data of OBCs, so that no OBC is deprived of OBC reservation. 

Thank you,   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*English translation of the speech originally delivered in 

Marathi. (Translation provided in the Lok Sabha Text of 

Debates)  
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7.2.2022 

 

Urgent need for the Centre to clarify the 

stand on Socio Economic and Caste Census 
2020 and the political reservation of OBCs 
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29.4.2015 

 

Demands for Grants (General) |  2015-16 -

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I 

rise to speak on behalf of my party on the Demands for Grants 

of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. There are a few 

small points I would like to mention and request the hon. 

Minister to do the needful. A lot of my colleagues have 

extensively talked about the disappointment we all will have 

with respect to the reduction of budget allocation for the health 

sector. So, I will not repeat that point. The plight of ASHA 

workers is a serious concern to all of us and I would definitely 

associate my feelings with the issue. Besides that, there are 

four pointed questions that I would like to ask the hon. Health 

Minister. Last week I had the opportunity to raise an issue 

about tobacco control in this House and the hon. Health 

Minister was exceptionally kind and understanding towards 

that issue. He has extended support in addressing the tobacco 

control issue. So, I take this opportunity to request him again 

that his Ministry should clear the stand on what tobacco control 

would be. There has been a lot of controversy over pictorial 

warning.  

 

I do understand that pictorial warning is not the only solution 

towards reduction of cancer or getting people off tobacco and 

smoking. But definitely it is one tool that is helping us to make 

a difference. So, I urge upon the hon. Minister to make an 

intervention and look for any other solutions or tools which will 

help our next generation because as what my colleague Shri 

Gaurav Gogoi has said about cancer control is absolutely true. 

Sir, many hon. Members across party lines, whether they are 

sitting on this side or that side, are regularly reaching out to 

those who are Mumbai-connected MPs and asking for help. 
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Many of my colleagues from Shiv Sena are also sitting here. 

The Tata Memorial Hospital is probably the best hospital in the 

world for cancer research and solutions and they have 

excellent doctors. So, this is the place which has very good 

service per se. Talking about cancer, I come from a family 

which is a cancer family. Today, unfortunately, if you see the 

statistics the worldwide, the largest oral cancer patients are in 

India.  

 

Though some of our Members are misinformed, the hon. 

Minister is very well informed and he was very kind and 

generous with the information that he gave us in his reply. He 

is very sensitive also because when I asked him for time, he 

was very generous with the time for this issue. I take this 

opportunity to reiterate the feelings and emotions of 

thousands of us who have been through this pain of oral 

cancer. Really I appreciate that. I now that there is no 

separate fund made unfortunately in this Budget. But, if there 

is any programme, it will help because the Health Ministry 

consistently has shown improvement in India. It does not 

matter which Government it is. I always flag proudly the 

programme of polio. If India could eradicate polio, which is one 

of our flagship programmes, this is the credit of the entire 

Health Ministry pan India. It does not matter which State you 

go to.  

 

I am sure, besides cancer, issue like anemia is another very 

important and relevant issue in women today, especially in 

India. It is because, the largest anemic women in the world 

are in India. You will be surprised to know – I am sure the hon. 

Minister is aware – that more than 75 per cent women in India, 

whichever background they come from, are anemic partly 

because of food and partly because of how we are genetically 

made. So, these are two or three issues which I urge the hon. 

Minister to bring in either through banners, through posters or 

through awareness programmes. They have done a lot of 

work. They have a very nice campaign with Mr. Bachchan for 
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TB which has been very effective. The same thing was with 

polio. Whenever he did ‘Do Boond’ everybody knew in this pan 

India what ‘Do Boond’ meant. That is how we eradicated polio. 

If the same thing he does for tobacco control and cancer, I 

think we will really owe it to the Ministry for generations to 

come. 16.17 hrs (Hon. Deputy-Speaker in the Chair) Another 

issue which I would like to highlight, on which we have been 

fairly successful, is this. Since Maneka ji is here, I would 

definitely like to highlight it; it is the malnutrition situation of 

the children in this country.  

 

Malnutrition is the biggest challenge and a shame. It is a 

commitment we made to the Minimum Development Goals 

which unfortunately we are not going to fulfill. But, we made 

an intervention in Maharashtra with the Indian Pediatric 

Society helping us and the Government of Maharashtra over 

the last three years has very closely worked on it. I am very 

proud to say that Maharashtra has come down in stunting of 

children by 15 per cent just with the intervention of ASHA 

workers helping and the entire Zila Parishad and the Health 

Ministry working together. It is not only recognized by India, 

but globally today the Maharashtra model is being much 

appreciated which we have worked over the last three years. 

Malnutrition is something we are all ashamed of. I urge the 

hon. Minister – since Maneka ji is also here – that our Women 

and Child Development Ministry and the Health Ministry could 

work closely. It is because have a few solutions in 

Maharashtra’s Government hospitals. The Sion Hospital also 

got a very nice nutrition solution. So, he could look into that. 

It comes at a very low cost. So, if that micronutrient solution 

can be used countrywide, as we did the polio programme, it 

will be a great service to our nation.  

 

The other major point why we are requesting to address 

malnutrition is the neuro-developmental disorders in India. It 

is one topic which is not discussed. Normally Bollywood or 

Hollywood comes up with a movie and then is when we all 
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realise what dyslexia or dyscalculia is. It is unfortunate that 

we have not been able to reach out to many homes, specially 

women and mothers. It is because, it is a habit in our country 

that if a child does not talk by the age of one or one-and-ahalf 

year, we say, he is a shy child. But, we do not look at it as a 

disorder. So we have come up with a tool which has been 

scientifically done with a lot of research. There are a lot of 

children at the age of one. If a mother is told about five 

pointers that does your child react to sound, does your child 

stand on his own. If you call out, are there reactions to 

situations? If you make these five pointers into a booklet which 

we have tried making in our State, if we can do that, I am sure 

a lot of mothers who do not have access will be benefited.  

 

Today you will be surprised to know out of 100 children, if you 

look at it, every 68th child has autism in India which we are 

not even aware of. Instead, only when the child goes to school 

at the age of five or six, you realise the child is autistic. But 

with these kinds of tools, if at the age of one or two years you 

know the child is autistic, the chance of the child recovering or 

having any hearing disorder can be corrected. I would urge 

the hon. Minister that all these learning disorders today are 

quite rampant and on the rise because of malnutrition. You 

can connect these two and look for simple solutions for 

mothers who are going to bring up all these children. I do 

agree that technology cannot be used in rural India but some 

methodologies which have worked in parts of India, if they are 

all shared by the hon. Ministry to all the States in local 

languages, it will be a good service to our nation. Thank you, 

Sir.  
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5.5.2015 

 

Constitution (one hundred and twenty-second 

amendment) Bill, 2014 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Thank you, Sir. I 

speak on behalf of my Party, today, on The Constitution (One 

Hundred Twenty-Second Amendment) Bill. I wholeheartedly 

support it because, fortunately, we have been a very 

progressive Party from an exceptionally progressive State. 

GST is something that our State has been preparing for, and 

over the last 10 years, Maharashtra has been one of the most 

forthcoming and progressive States in all the various 

discussions that have taken place, which has got system, 

solutions, very keen on implementing the GST, and we have 

been consistent. … (Interruptions)  

 

SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN (KOLLAM): Firstly, hear the 

second part of the speech also before applauding. … 

(Interruptions) It is just like the speech of Mr. Veerappa Moily. 

… (Interruptions) You have congratulated for the first part. … 

(Interruptions)  

 

17.16 hrs (Hon. Deputy-Speaker in the Chair)  

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE : So, while we all do have anxiety 

and a few questions because most States, including Tamil 

Nadu, has shown a lot of concern about the manufacturing 

States. We are also one of the manufacturing States and we 

also have concerns. There have been a lot of 

miscommunications, maybe, in the media. So, I want to clear 

one thing right at the beginning. The last time, when the hon. 

Finance Minister introduced the Bill and wanted to pass it, all 

of us walked out purely on procedural grounds. I think that 

most of us felt unanimously that way only. I just want to clear 
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it for record because a lot of newspapers have even declared 

that most of us were against GST. So, I want to clear this right 

at the beginning that we are not against GST. We are a pro-

reform Party, and we only walked out on procedural grounds. 

We did not walk out against the Bill. There are only a few 

clarifications that I will ask the hon. Finance Minister to make 

so that we feel reassured because this entire Bill is very 

Centre-oriented and it is a leap of faith. We are trusting the 

entire Central Government that they will hold to whatever they 

have committed to in various speeches. Right now, the 

administrative issues are still very vague. We do appreciate 

that we have only 11 months to go. It is a very ambitious plan. 

We have to make the Council; it has to go into the States; and 

States have to make their own rules. So, will this entire 

procedure … (Interruptions)  

 

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, no comments please. Let her 

speak. You can speak during the time allotted to you. … 

(Interruptions)  

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE: I am showing our anxiety only for 

my State. Are we sure that in 11 months all States will be on 

par in an administrative matter of implementation? This is just 

our concern. Our State, fortunately, is prepared, but will all 

the States be able to make up in 11 months is a query in our 

mind. A lot of people have talked about revenue-neutral rate, 

which is definitely a concern. We are all happy to pay taxes, 

but if they are going to be at a ridiculous rate of 27 per cent, 

which everybody is talking about and it is definitely a 

speculation. I would urge the hon. Minister to look for 

solutions, and if he can bring it down. We are not sure and we 

are speculating that it is going to be 27 per cent. If it is 27 per 

cent, then it is going to be high. If you really want to bring 

more people into the tax net, then it has to be a realistic 

number. So, I will urge the hon. Minister to look into it and see 

how he can bring it down to a realistic level where people are 

more than happy to pay the tax. … (Interruptions)  
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HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Madam, please address the Chair. 

The Minister will reply to it. Do not worry. … (Interruptions)  

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE : Another point, which is definitely 

a concern for us is this. What GST benchmark the Government 

going to look at? During the various discussions with the 

States, they are looking at companies over Rs. 25 lakh. Our 

State has recommended that even the companies between 

turnovers of Rs. 10 lakh and Rs. 15 lakh should be considered, 

and more so, given enough time to prepare. So, I would ask 

the hon. Minister to clarify this. What would be the benchmark 

of it?  

 

Another query, which we are concerned about is dual 

authority. When there will be a gambit, there was a talk about 

Rs. 1.5 crore, but there is a benchmark and some States have 

said that up to Rs. 5 crore. So, turnover of how much will be 

there? We do not want people to be harassed. The whole idea 

of making this seamless tax is to reduce paperwork and make 

it simpler. What is going to be the benchmark of dual taxation? 

My State has recommended anything above Rs. 2.5 crore. So, 

we would like the hon. Minister to clarify about it because we 

do not want dual authority. Let the States take a certain level, 

and above that let the Centre take over. But our State’s 

recommendation should be respected, and that is all that we 

are urging for. Another question is about resolving Inter-State 

issues. I do understand that the Council will be the final 

authority. But like Mahtab Ji has said, the way the voting 

pattern is looking – the ex-CM of Goa is sitting right here; he 

comes from a much smaller State next to where I come from; 

they have two MPs and we have 48 – probably, with the sheer 

numbers that our State will have, maybe, the smaller States 

may not benefit in the voting rights, if there is something 

particularly … (Interruptions)  

 



Sansad Ratna Speaks | Parliamentary speeches of  

Smt. Supriya Sule 

  

50 

 

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI MANOHAR PARRIKAR): I 

represent Uttar Pradesh now.  

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE : Now, you represent UP, but your 

roots are still in Goa. The whole point is about smaller States 

like Goa. Just because we come from a stronger State, we do 

not want to leave the other States behind. Our whole point is 

that in the voting rights, I think it should be a fair way. How 

to find a solution is up to the Government. It takes back to the 

point that this entire GST is a leap of faith. We are putting all 

our faith in the Central Government that they will give us a 

fair hearing and fair deal in this entire GST game. I just expect 

him to resolve Inter-State issues. Initially, there was a 

suggestion that there would be a separate redressal unit for 

it, which has now been removed, and all powers have been 

given to the Council. When you say ‘the Council’, in the Bill it 

is written that the Council will only make suggestions. So, who 

will be the final authority? Will it be the Finance Ministry, or 

will it be the Council and how do we get our fair rights? You 

may kindly clarify that.  

 

Another biggest concern for all of us is that States like 

Maharashtra have Octroi. The revenue from Octroi is Rs. 

14,000 crore, which we are compromising for this GST. So, I 

just want a reassurance because the hon. Finance Minister has 

consistently said that he would be doing the handholding. The 

commitment, your Party also said, is only for two years and it 

becomes lesser and lesser. We have no objection as long as 

the system works for all of us. As long as we are compensated, 

we are open to any formula because we want an easy tax 

regime. But it should not be at the cost of what our gains are 

right now with Octroi. So, I would ask the hon. Minister to 

clarify the stand with regard to Rs. 14,000 crore which 

Maharashtra today gets from Octroi will be definitely covered 

in this. I just need a reassurance from him.  
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The other big point is, I am very happy that Dr. Harsh Vardhan 

is also here, about the tobacco demand. Many people have 

requested that you can tax whatever you want on tobacco, but 

every State must have a right to increase whatever Excise, 

what they have in it because tobacco is something against 

which we are all fighting. It is not just about making money. 

It is for the generations to have good habits. It is something 

we are trying for consistently. I take this opportunity to 

request the hon. Finance Minister, who is here, to make sure 

that flexibility is left to us with regard to tobacco.  

 

The last point is about petroleum. A lot of people have talked 

about petroleum. It is a big revenue generator right now. But 

there is no clarity till when it will be out. It is a big generator 

for us, like Octroi. We have our concerns. So, we would 

definitely like the entire Government to stay with us and not 

take away any of our revenue generators, which help the 

safety of our development programmes in our States. In this 

Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-second Amendment) 

Bill, amendment Nos. 73 and 74, if you see articles 243 (a) 

and 243 (x), it says that ‘all the authority for the tax which is 

levied by the Panchayats and the Municipalities…’ takes us 

back to that other point which we are concerned about, which 

is about Octroi. It is conflicting. If our Municipalities and 

Panchayats in future are not going to be allowed, how will they 

be compensated is the only clarification I want.  

 

We definitely support this Bill. We just want this entire 

Government to make sure that every State is protected and 

are taken care of, and the handholding which you have 

committed only for three to five years should be expanded to 

ten years. I think you already have an amendment like that. 

If you support that, I think all the States will benefit and more 

people will be probably proud to pay tax because we all want 

to live in a regime which does no harm to anybody, pay our 

taxes and live an easy life. I think that is what this entire 

Government keeps talking about, black money, etc. We 
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support them in doing all this as long as all our States are 

protected and our rights are protected.  

 

Thank you. 
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7.2.2017 

 

Motion of Thanks on the President’s Address 
 

*SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): I would like to thank 

the President for addressing the members of the Parliament in 

a joint session on 31st January, 2017. The address 

summarised the achievements of the Government and briefed 

about the progress in various social indicators for the financial 

year 2016-17. But I regret that some crucial issues which are 

central to the welfare of the farmers, rural economy and 

common man in general were missed out. The farmers' 

suicides continued to increase in 2016-17 due to drought. 

According to the National Crime Records Bureau statistics, 

Maharashtra contributes to more than half the total suicides 

by the cultivators, with Marathwada and Vidarbha regions 

being affected the most. The Special Task Force on agrarian 

crisis appointed by the Maharashtra Government estimated 

that the suicides in the first four months of 2016 were more 

than 400. Given the intensity of the matter, it should have 

been mentioned in the President's address and so are the 

policies of the Government for the bereaved families of the 

farmers.  

 

The year 2016 was conspicuous by the fluctuations in the 

prices of the farm output. Be it the high price rise of grams, 

vegetables during the monsoon season; or the drastic fall in 

the prices because of abundant rainfall and bountiful crop 

(especially onions) in September and October, 2016. To cap it 

all, the demonetisation happened at the crucial juncture when 

the rural economy was reeling under the stress of falling 

prices. The rural economy and the informal sector, which deal 

majorly in cash were hit hard. The prices of the perishables fell 

dramatically in the days following the demonetisation 

announcement. Farmers had to default on the loan 

repayments and undertaking of new loans for the Rabi sowing. 
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Also, with the last week of October to the first week of 

November being the Kharif harvest season, the farmers found 

themselves with wads of cash, which has lost its value as a 

store of account and medium of exchange. Since the 

cooperative banks are restricted from accepting loan  

repayments in old currency, the interest rate on the past loans 

keeps accumulating. The hardships faced by the cultivators 

and the common man, the measures taken to neutralise its 

effects found no mention in the Address.  

 

The Address does not accept any of these ill impacts of 

demonetisation. The minutes of the RBI meeting that decides 

on the demonetisation are not in the public domain. In fact the 

Reserve Bank of India has rejected the RTI application to 

asking for the proceedings of the meeting. The Government 

has come up with schemes like Skill India to train the youth 

with employable skills. But nowhere in the President's Address 

is a mention of the employment growth of the youth from 

these initiatives. How and where the Centre plans to employ 

these youth skilled through the Government initiatives, is 

something that the Address must have contained.  

 

MGNREGA is a social welfare scheme that provides dignity in 

labour and livelihood to the households in rural India. But 

there are arrears in the payment of wages for the current 

financial year 2016-17 that are being carried forward to the 

next year. Developmental works like improving the rural 

roads, digging of tanks for water storage, de-silting the canals 

are being undertaken under MGNREGA. The Union 

Government increased the number of days of guaranteed 

employed under MGNREGA by 50 days to 150. But despite 

this, according to the Rural Development Ministry, the average 

number of work days for 2015-16 is only 47.8 work days. Also, 

the funds required for the payment of wages are not devolved 

to the States promptly, leading to delay in the payment of 

wages and pile up of arrears. An estimate of the expenditure 

needed for the payment of the arrears and the average 
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number of work days finds no mention in the Address. The 

state of the farm ponds and other works, constructed under 

MGNREGA, the progress of the works undertaken should have 

been included in the President's Address.  

 

Investment as proportion to GDP has been stagnant for the 

past two years. I would like to ask the Government how it 

plans to stimulate investment. The Government and the 

Judiciary are stuck in an impasse over the process of judicial 

appointments. This has delayed the filling of vacancies for the 

various posts of judges in the high Courts and the Supreme 

Court. This is an issue that needs urgent attention, as justice 

delayed denies the fundamental right of every citizen to 

speedy justice. The Government has promulgated many 

Ordinances during 2016-17 like The Specified Bank Notes 

(Cessation of Liabilities) Ordinance, The payment of Wages 

(Amendment) Ordinance; and even repromulgated the Enemy 

Property (Amendment and Validation) Fifth Ordinance. This 

undermines the Legislature as it seeks to bypass the 

democratic legislative process of the Parliament. The above 

important issues find no mention in the President's Address 

and should have been included in it. 

 

 

 
*Speech was laid on the Table. 
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7.2.2017 

 

Statutory Resolution Re: Disapproval of 

Specified Bank Notes (Cessation of Liabilities) 
Ordinance, 2016 and Specified Bank Notes 

(Cessation of Liabilities) biBl, 2017  
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Thank you, Sir. I stand 

on behalf of my party to speak on this specified banks note 

issue. A lot has been said by all my senior colleagues. So, I 

would not repeat any of the technical issues but I would like 

to ask four or five pointed questions to the hon. Finance 

Minister.  

 

My first question is this. Demonetisation normally is done 

when there is extremely high inflation. So, the Government 

constantly is very happy and is proudly saying that the 

inflation is really low at five per cent. Then, what was the real 

reason for demonetisation? This is my first technical question. 

Secondly, the idea of demonetisation is to have smaller notes, 

not larger notes. In this Government, they have removed 

thousand rupee and five hundred rupee notes and introduced 

two thousand rupee notes. Then, eventually, they have 

reintroduced five hundred rupee notes. So, what is the logic of 

this entire exercise that you have done? The reason given by 

this Government for this entire exercise is removing of black 

money, counterfeit notes and making sure that the terrorist 

activity goes down. Let us take one point at a time. One aim 

is reducing corruption. Truly, do you believe that by this one 

intervention, corruption in India has really gone down?  

 

A lot has been said about banks. Some of the banks have very 

responsibly done the work. But there are a lot of banks where, 

we have seen there is a high level of corruption even during 

exchanges of notes. So, has this demonetisation really served 
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the purpose of what you are looking for in corruption? My 

second point is of counterfeit notes. Even Dr. Saugata Roy 

extensively talked about it. If it was such a small exercise, 

have you really achieved hundred per cent in removing 

counterfeit notes? It is because in the media, we have all seen 

that fake currency notes are back again into the system. This 

is my point number 3. Did the naxalite and the actions of 

terrorism really reduce, the action in Jammu and Kashmir? 

Everybody knows that winter is the time when all the activity 

truly goes down. Has it gone down now? So, is it really 

connected to this? Is there any database proof that 

demonetization has reduced all these risks?  

 

I have another point which is already raised earlier. How much 

money really has come back? It was raised earlier also and 

now what I hear from the media is what I want to know 

because most of our information about demonetization is that 

very less information has come from the Government and 

more information has come from the media. Some of it 

probably could be speculation but if we get clarifications, I 

think, all of India would have a clear idea what is really going 

on because unfortunately, we always sought that all financial 

issues like this were all issues addressed by the RBI.  

 

Since the demonetization, the RBI Governor probably has 

opened or made a statement only once. So, we really do not 

know whether the RBI is run by the Government in the Finance 

Ministry or by the PMO. Or is it really an independent body? I 

think we really need to know this because RBI is an 

exceptionally independent body which has had a great stature 

in the last 65 years since Independence. So, it is a very 

important and a relevant body which deserves to have its own 

independence and all the year it has managed to have its own 

identity away from the Government while working with the 

Government. So, kindly, you could tell me about this.  
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Sir, in this cash to cashless issue, do you want to make it a 

cashless economy or a less cash economy? Whatever you 

want, I do not think any of us are against it. There are a lot of 

pidits. For example talking about health issues, whether this 

side or that side, nobody disagrees on good health. Of course, 

we all want good health. If you are going to eradicate 

corruption, we are happy to do it but I think if we could debate 

it, deliberate it, we could come out with better solutions. So, 

if you are looking for a cashless society or a complete digital 

India and since it is concerned with cash, have you got an 

economist’s behaviourial plan which over a period of time will 

give you solutions for this? My point no. 5 is about digital 

economy that you keep talking about. It is a welcome step. 

But do we have cyber laws for it? Do we have a regulator for 

it? Do we have rules for it? Do we have grievance mechanism 

for it?  

 

There was an article about ATMs. A lot has been said about 

recalibration of ATMs here. There was an article about the 

software that the Indian ATMs have. They have a Windows X 

software in every ATM in India and now, what we really need 

is Windows XP which is what the entire globe is using. Today, 

Microsoft is not willing to support the hackers in the Windows 

X. So, if we are using Windows X, Microsoft is not willing to 

take. If it is really so, what is the plan for all the ATMs that 

you are looking for from the security point of view? If you could 

kindly clarify about that, and about the transaction fees, 

whether we like it or not, today, once we all go digital, it is all 

going to come at a cost.  

 

Sir, you talk about digitizing India. We are very happy if it is 

so. Even in Parliament, we do not have wi-fi. If you sit here, I 

agree, mobile does not work out of security reasons but wi-fi 

does not work even in Indian Parliament. So, if it is not going 

to work here, how is it going to work in all of India? So, I think 

that is the first thing. We have to first implement it here before 

we talk about doing it for the entire country.  
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I have one last point which is not raised by anybody. It is the 

concern about the District Cooperative Banks. I have met the 

hon. Finance Minister and also the hon. Prime Minister 

regarding this issue. Sir, I think the only point we really need 

to say is that in this entire demonetization, one section of 

society which was completely left out and shown mistrust 

towards is the District Cooperative Banks. These are banks 

who live within the rules and regulations of RBI. The Finance 

Ministry controls each one of them.  

 

After demonetization, all the money that was collected for 

three full days was not accepted. Still that issue is not 

addressed. My only pointed question about DCC banks to the 

hon. Finance Minister is this. After demonetization, since the 

money was not accepted, a lot of banks - especially in the 

State which I represent, which is Maharashtra, Pune District 

Bank, Satara District Bank - have been checked by the RBI. 

Their books have been changed. There are no counterfeit 

notes there. There is no hanky-panky there. I am not saying 

this. The RBI and all the people who inquired from the Finance 

Ministry are saying this. So, why is this kind of treatment being 

given to the District Co-operative Banks? They are not owned 

by anybody. They are owned by the farmers.  

 

HON. CHAIRPERSON : Please conclude.  

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE: This is my last point. I will just wrap 

it up. In the hon. Finance Minister’s Budget speech also, the 

only point that he made was that a lot of his projects for rural 

India are going to be implemented through the District Co-

operative Banks. So, if during demonetization so much 

mistrust is shown to the District Co-operative Banks, how will 

they be able to distribute all the projects which are the hon. 

Finance Minister’s dream projects? They are going to be 

implemented by the District Co-operative Banks. But because 

of the mistrust, today the farmers are feeling nervous about 
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the District Co-operative Banks. They are owned and run by 

them. They are financially sound.  

 

Especially, I am selectively talking about my State. He has 

every right to get a report of every State. Even it is the same 

in Kerala. It is the same in Gujarat. So, we urge the hon. 

Finance Minister not to treat our District Co-operative Banks 

disdained because one of the most of the most affected is the 

District Co-operative Banks. Sir, even in Karnataka where you 

come from, those District Co-operative Banks are affected. So, 

I urge you to include us in everything because the corruption 

has come from private banks and not from District Co-

operative Banks. So, I request him to make sure that we get 

a fair treatment.  

 

There is one last point. When this demonetization was done in 

1978, the Ordinance was immediately brought in. Why is the 

delay of so many weeks? So, there is something that looks a 

bit greyer. So, the hon. Finance Minister clarify all our doubts 

and give the country a real direction and the honest truth 

behind this demonetization.  

 

Thank you. 
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8.2.2017 

 

General Budget (2017-18) – General 

Discussion  
 

*SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI):The financial year 

2017-18 is characterised by fluctuations in the prices of the 

farm output, especially perishables like onions and tomatoes. 

The prices of many agricultural commodities have seen a fall 

in the recent months of October and November. There are 

varied reasons behind this price fall and a few common factors 

affecting all crops are the above average monsoon and the 

resultant bountiful Kharif crop output this year. Such price 

fluctuations negatively impact the profit of the farmers, unless 

there is a price regulating mechanism to counter the change. 

Without such a mechanism, the cultivators are forced to sell 

their produce at the price set by the traders.  

 

In some states, including Maharashtra, the prices of pulses like 

moongdal and soyabean have also fallen below the Minimum 

Support Price (MSP) in 2016- 17. MSP is one such measure, 

which will ensure assured returns to the farmers. Hence the 

Government must also consider procuring vegetables (onions 

and tomatoes) at MSP. The Centre must upwardly revise the 

MSP for farm output. It must also increase its procurement 

from the farmers during times of drastic fall in the prices. In 

order to achieve this objective, the Government must increase 

its allocation to agriculture budget. This Government has 

instituted the Price Stabilization Fund, primarily to normalise 

these fluctuations. I would urge the Government to increase 

its allocation towards this fund.  

 

*Speech was laid on the Table 

The Finance Minister has proposed doubling the income of 

farmers in five years. This Government had made a similar 
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promise in 2016-17 Budget. The Centre must provide 

clarification as to how it contemplates to achieve this, and 

whether the income that it plans to double is the nominal or 

the real income of the farmers.  The Government has claimed 

that the budget allocation for MGNREGA is the highest ever at 

Rs. 48,000 crore in 2017-18.  

 

There are a few points I would like the Government to clarify 

on this social welfare scheme. First, it was by the repeated 

orders of the Supreme Court to release funds under MGNREGA 

to the drought hit states, that the Centre released funds to the 

tune of 47,500 crore in 2016-17. Thus, it is a mere increase 

of 500 crore in 2017-18 as compared to the actual allocation. 

Second, the budget allocation for 2017-18 cannot be 

compared to the first allocation to NREGA in 2007-08, without 

considering the inflation. After correcting it to inflation, there 

is only a nominal increase in the budget of MGNREGA 

compared to during the UPA-I.  

 

Third, many arrears in the payment of wages from the current 

financial year are being carried to 2017-18. Thus, the 

Rs.48,000 crore will not be sufficient to meet the expected 

expenditures. Fourth, the Finance Minister also proposed to 

construct five lakh farm ponds and ten lakh compost pits in 

2017-18, as development works under MGNREGA. The 

Government must clarify the state and condition of the farm 

ponds constructed in 2016-17, which are reported to be under 

dilapidated condition.  

 

One of the determining factors in rural prosperity is the rural 

connectivity and accessibility. But in the Budget 2017-18, the 

allocation to Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) has 

remained stagnant at Rs.19,000 crore compared to the budget 

estimates of 2016-17. Many rural habitations are isolated from 

their urban counterparts and to achieve inclusive 

development, the Government must increase the budget to 

PMGSY.  
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The importance of safe drinking water for the health of 

citizens, especially to rural India, cannot be understated. It is 

equally important to maintain the sanitation standards. The 

efforts of the government towards sanitation, by increased 

allocation to Swachh Bharat Abhiyan are in line with the 

Sustainable Development Goals. But the budget directed to 

national Rural Drinking Water Mission in 2017-18 Budget is 

Rs.6,050 crore, which is a mere increase of 50 crore from the 

revised estimate of 2016-17.  

 

With India being a relatively young nation, facing demographic 

dividend, skilling of the work force to improve their 

employability is essential, There are many skill development 

schemes like Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana, Skill India. 

The Budget 2017-18 proposes two new initiatives of SANKALP 

and STRIVE for skilling of workers. I would like to ask the 

Government about the employment growth, from the present 

skill augmenting initiatives of the Government. The 

Government must address how it contemplates to employ the 

youth skilled through the new schemes of SANKALP and 

STRIVE. The Budget specifies setting up of new branches of 

AIIMS in Gujarat and Jharkhand. Though it is crucial to 

improve the accessibility of advance medical services to 

citizens from all states, it is important to ensure that adequate 

infrastructure at existing AIIMS hospitals in Bhopal, Jodhpur 

and Patna. The Government must allocate budget for sufficient 

doctors, medical equipment and laboratory facilities for 

students.  

 

Thus the Government must address the lacunae in the social 

development indicators, by increased allocation for the welfare 

of farmers, rural economy, job growth and health. 
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29.3.2017 

Central Goods and Services Tax Bill, 2017 | 

Integrated Goods and Services Tax Bill, 2017 
| Goods and Services Tax (Compensation to 

States) Bill, 2017 and Union Territory Goods 
and Services Tax Bill, 2017 

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Sir, thank you very 

much. I stand on behalf of my Party today in support of the 

GST Bill. The Goods and Services Tax Bill was something, 

which came during the UPA regime. It is a very well-thought-

out Bill and I think that it is truly the need of the nation and 

requirement. I am proud to say that I come from a State, 

which has consistently supported this Bill and has been quite 

in a rush to make sure that it gets implemented in the entire 

country.  

 

In Maharashtra, when the Congress and NCP were in power 

and now that the BJP is in power, but Maharashtra’s line, as a 

State, has been consistent about the GST Bill and its 

implementation. I must admit with great pride that this is one 

Bill that our State is fully prepared for. We have trained a lot 

of people, and our software is ready. I have been hearing a lot 

of other States complaining and having issues, but 

Maharashtra is one of the few States that is absolutely open 

and very keen on implementing the GST Bill.  

 

This morning, I was going through the Question Hour reply, as 

the entire GST is going to affect our GDP and our FDI. So, I 

would like to mention that the hon. Government and the 

Finance Ministry, in a reply given today, have given us sector-

wise growth rates. In that, mining and quarrying is down by 

11 per cent. These are data given by the Government. 

Manufacturing is down by minus 2.9 per cent; trade, hotel, 

transport, communication services related to broadcasting is 
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down by minus 3.4 per cent; and financial, real estate and 

professional services is down by 4.3 per cent.  

 

Now, with the GST implementation, as we are going to 

implement it soon in the nation from 1st July, my first pointed 

question to the hon. Finance Minister and the Ministry would 

be this. Everywhere, data proves that wherever GST has been 

implemented there have been hiccups. It would probably take 

a hit may be a year or two, by the time inflation will be going 

up and down. With these kind of numbers already in 

development, which is being a challenge, how is this going to 

hit our GDP at this stage?  

 

The second question is about FDIs. This Government keeps 

talking about FDIs. I would like to ask this from the hon. 

Minister. What would be the repercussions on FDIs?  

 

With full humility, I would really appreciate what the hon. 

Finance Minister said earlier in his opening speech today that 

we are giving all these powers, which are Parliamentary 

powers, to the Council. So, the powers are not with the State 

and they are not with the Centre. Actually, after hearing him, 

it was quite a worrisome situation that first of all Parliament is 

the supreme authority in this country to make legislations, and 

judiciary does their job and we do our job. If we start stepping 

on to each other’s job, then what is really the final role of 

Parliament three or five years from now?  

 

There is nothing wrong in sharing power. It is nice that we are 

empowering the States. The States must be empowered, but 

to give this kind of power to a Council in finesse legislations, 

which are related to the nation; which are going to make a 

huge difference; and which are inter-connected.  

 

Yes, today, BJP is in power in the Centre and in all the States, 

but what happens five or ten years from now? It is not going 

to be a scenario where there is going to be a single-minded 
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Government all over the country. What happens then? I am 

asking this because these legislations are not short-term 

legislations. They are not for 5-10-15 years. These legislations 

are long-term legislations that we are making. These are 

Constitution amendments that we are making. Has really the 

Government thought it through? There is nothing wrong, and 

I am not objecting to give power to the Council at all, but we 

must rethink while doing such legislations that at what cost is 

it going to come. It is because looking at States now anyway 

service tax is going to go up as we know and as we all know 

provision under Section 171 where you have made profiteering 

an issue, but there are 40 crore people who are poor.  

 

If you look at all the marginal farmers with our poverty line, 

our poor people or average people in this country are over 60 

crore. Now, what happens if this inflation goes up? How are 

you going to be accountable for this? How will the common 

man survive in this inflation? I agree and I know that your 

answer will be that it is only going to be a hiccup period till we 

settle down. But what are you going to do to make sure that 

the prices do not sky-rocket till we settle down?  

 

The second most important point is the ‘data privacy’. Today 

there is a new fashionable word saying ‘data is the new oil’; 

most people are using it quite generously. The kind of data 

that is going to get generated with this, through the GST which 

is a private body – only 49 per cent is the Government and 51 

per cent are outside players – I am sure you have thought it 

through. Crores of data is going to be generated every day. 

What precautionary measures are you taking so that none of 

this data will ever be leaked? Every State is going to have its 

own authority for this data. There is a 1.1 per cent chance that 

in a weak moment if anybody in that system who has access 

to this kind of information -- I am not saying it will happen and 

I am sure you have thought it through – leaks it, it will be at 

a huge cost for our country. There is nothing specific that talks 

about privacy in this.  
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Next is compensation to States about which most people have 

talked about. I come from a State where, unfortunately, in the 

last five years, we have had drought after drought after 

drought. Once GST is implemented, if there is an economic 

crisis, are the luxury items going to be good enough to pay for 

the compensation? Even the Mumbai Corporation, I remember 

the hon. Finance Minister, Shri Arun Jaitley, in his last reply, 

had clarified that all the big Municipal Corporations will be 

given money and will be looked after. But in the Bill, there is 

no clarification as to what the roadmap is going to be. About 

an economic crisis especially in drought and in floods, what is 

your Plan-B?  

 

All compensation is not going to come from luxury items, so 

you may clarify what the plan of the Government is going to 

be. Another problem that is going to come through with GST 

is compliance. Shri Mahtab Ji talked about 30, but if my 

knowledge and whatever I have read is correct, there are not 

30 registrations, but there are 36 registrations that people will 

have to go through. The whole idea of having “One Country, 

One Tax” is not going to work. If I am doing business in 

Maharashtra, Punjab and Karnataka, I will have to register in 

three different places. The soul of the Bill is to make things 

simplified, to make it rimless and seamless. So, if I have to 

register in 36 places, the compliance of this is going to be a 

challenge.  

 

I am more worried about it because more and more 

automotive machines are going to come. More automation is 

going to come because of all this. What is going to happen to 

the jobs? I remember the hon. Prime Minister consistently 

saying in all his election speeches that there are going to be 

two crore jobs generated every year. Sir, the jobs are not in 

crores, not even one crore, but they are only in lakhs. If 

manufacturing numbers, as the Government themselves 

admit, are dropped by minus 2.9 per cent, how are we going 
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to have jobs? I think there is going to be a serious crisis. I 

urge the hon. Government to come back with a plan.  

 

It is wonderful to make jumlas and they sound wonderful, but 

they have to become a reality. After all, advertising is 

wonderful, but if it is not going to fill my stomach and get me 

a job, all this is going to be an empty promise to people. I do 

not think that is what GST is for and that is not the soul of 

GST. I think you really need to look at employment because 

this multi-State registration is going to be a challenge. In 

regard to education, our State has aggressively looked at 

educating people. Rules and regulations, the hon. Finance 

Minister has said that he is going to make them in the next 15 

days.  

 

Sir, I will do a couple of points very quickly. I would urge him 

that he could get these rules and regulations quickly because 

still there is a lot of speculation and there is no clarity about 

GST in people. A lot of things have been changed from the first 

Bill, which was submitted six months ago. There have been a 

lot of changes through the Council, which are not in the public 

domain. The other very important point is about GST 

Composition Levy. This is one levy which is not available for 

the supplier of the services.  

 

The Government is very proud about their Mudra Yojana, 

Stand Up India, Start Up India, etc. These are various things 

you have done for people to start up on their own. They are 

not going to get the benefits because the benefits of this 

Composition Levy have not been extended to the small service 

providers. Today Shri Rudy Ji in his speech talked about 

women empowerment. He talked about women starting new 

businesses. If a woman starts a Beauty Parlour through the 

Skill Development Mission, if she is not going to get the 

benefits of this, what is the whole point of having this? So, this 

clause is very, very critical. I urge the Government to look at 

the GST Composition Levy which is there under Section (10). 
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The other one is taxation of Works Contract. The taxation of 

Works Contract is a rearrangement of words and because of 

rearrangement of words, the whole service is going to be in 

big trouble. So, I would request the Government to look at it.  

 

For instance, take one service say, my car has got spoilt and I 

sent it for servicing. If I send it for servicing and I take a mix 

supply of a service – suppose the tyre is changed; the tyre is 

in a much bigger bracket while the service is at a much basic 

bracket – then the higher tax will be implied on to this. Having 

this mixed service is going to be a huge challenge which is 

going to get into a lot of litigation. Probably, people will not 

want to pay them. So, this mixed supply bag is very critical. I 

would urge the hon. Minister to look at the taxation of work 

contract and re-think of it. … (Interruptions)  

 

HON. CHAIRPERSON : Now, I call Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal to 

speak.  

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE : There are just two points. Please 

give me one minute. I would come to input tax credit 

availability. This is the draft Bill of the CGST law. In this 

particular draft law, this section was not there. This has come 

in the CGST Bill. So, why are you not giving this input tax 

credit? This directly affects the telecommunication towers and 

the pipeline. You have talked about Digital India. If this tax 

benefit is not going to go to these common people, then what 

is the point of having all these great programmes like Digital 

India, Ujwal India and all these infrastructure projects if they 

are not affordable and they are not going to get the tax 

benefit? In that case, the cost of all this will be given to the 

consumers. This is also a very important point which is going 

to hurt the poor people of this country. None of these dream 

projects that the hon. Prime Minister and the Government talk 

about can succeed. … (Interruptions) 
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6.2.2018 

 

Motion of Thanks on The President's Address 
 

*SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): While I remain 

appreciative of the efforts taken by the Government for the 

welfare of people, I have my doubts as to how effective these 

schemes are and how much truth lies in the tall claims made 

in the President’s speech. I would like to start by mentioning 

that despite the Government claiming to be one that aspires 

for ‘Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas’ the President’s address has 

failed to address issues such as human trafficking, mob 

lynching, Schedule Castes and Schedule Tribes, women’s 

safety, huge farmer distress witnessed due to failed BT cotton 

seeds in various States, disability, malnutrition among 

children, huge gap in job opportunities and cases of Aadhar 

leakages, etc. I would like to know from Government what has 

been done on these fronts and to what end.  

 

The Government claims that it is nearing the completion of its 

2019 target of Swachh Bharat, but I would like to ask the 

Government that while Swachh Bharat Mission- Gramin 

guidelines clearly envisages a yearly, country-wide, 

independent third-party assessment of the sanitation status of 

rural areas, why there has been no independent monitoring so 

far. ODF is more than just building toilets. It’s about bringing 

behavioural change in the people. But less focus has been 

given on the IEC- information, education and communication 

regarding the use of toilets. It has mostly been a race without 

quality check and verified data of ground reality.  

 

*Speech was laid on the Table 

Various cases have been reported where the said subsidy of 

Government for building toilets has not been timely 

transferred, toilets built are not functional and people 

threatened by administration in the horde of achieving first 
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rank in Swachhta mission at the cost of peoples’ lives. And 

most important of all, villages and areas where there is 

scarcity of drinking water for people, how are they going to 

spend water on every day toilet use. Government must take 

into account all these factors and not jump to declare victory 

over half achieved goals.  

 

At the beginning of the year, some seven manual scavengers 

died fixing a sewer line. Laws have not been able to curb the 

demeaning and life threatening job of manual scavenging. Last 

year, in August, Bezwada Wilsonsocial activist and Magsaysay 

award winner- had said that more than 12 crore toilets are 

being built under the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, but the 

Government is relying on the services of manual scavengers 

who are overwhelmingly Dalit to clean these toilets. No 

mechanised and well thought out plan has been devised by the 

Government to tackle the cleaning of the septic tanks.  

 

We welcome Triple Talaq Bill was brought to provide justice 

and equal rights to Muslim women in their married life, but no 

effort was seen on the part of Government to bring about a 

legislation on the Women’s reservation. I want to ask the 

Government, if you really claim to be messiah of women by 

building toilets, bringing legislation on Triple Talaq and 

providing LPG connection, why not go ahead and bring the 

much awaited Women Reservation Bill. Why don’t take steps 

to curb rapes? The issue of women safety also received no 

attention of the current Government despite increasing and 

brutal incidents occurring every day. The rape of 8-month old 

girl in the National Capital is a shameful event for our society.  

We keep hearing news of infant and teenage rapes occurring 

around us but see no action being taken. NCRB data shows 

38,947 rape cases of women in the year 2016. The 1,000 crore 

corpus fund, called the Nirbhaya Fund also remains largely 

unutilised. As a women, I welcome the decision of the 

Supreme Court where it recognised marital rape to minors 

below 18 years of age but it saddens me to know that for 
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women about 18 years, there exist no way to receive justice if 

raped within the institution of marriage. I demand legislation 

by the Government for the same. The #MeToo campaign 

brought into light the stories of many women across the 

country who have suffered sexual violence at the hand of 

relatives or outsiders.  

 

The Economic Survey tells us that Indian population still 

prefers son, leading to some 21 million unwanted girls. This 

figure is also symbolic of cases of female foeticide practised in 

the country. And, all of this remain unattended by the 

Government. Human trafficking is again a very serious matter 

which needs due consideration, but has been highly neglected. 

Nearly 20,000 women and children were trafficked in the year 

2016 and according to a report by the Ministry of Women and 

Child Development, there are 3 million sex workers in India of 

whom 40 % (1.2 million) are minors brought in the trafficking. 

I want to ask the Government that, on one hand, you talk of 

Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao, while on the other hand this is a 

cruel reality you refuse to even acknowledge. You boast of 

women empowerment, but don’t those lost lives deserve a 

better chance at life? In rural India, 23 % of girls have listed 

menstruation as the chief reason for dropping out of school. 

As many as 28 % of them said they do not go to school during 

their period because they lack clean and affordable protection, 

as India Spend reported on June 19, 2017. Yet no steps have 

been taken to promote menstrual hygiene among teenage 

girls, especially in rural areas.  

The demand of exempting sanitary pads from the purview of 

GST also went unnoticed by the Government. ASER reports 

bring out the ugly and distorted face of education system in 

the country where only 53 % of all 14 year old can read a 

simple English text and just 44 % can perform a simple 

division. Access to quality secondary education is still a dream 

for many in India. I was very upset when I learned of State 

Government’s decision to shut more than 1000 primary 

schools in Maharashtra. The logic given by Government behind 
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the decision is completely baseless. I would like to ask the 

Hon’ble HRD minister what does he has to say about this? 

What is the reason behind low spending on the Rastriya 

Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan despite our country facing 

hardships in the secondary education?  

 

The schools in villages lack adequate infrastructure, with 

majority of them with no proper access to sanitation. There is 

a huge disparity in teacher- pupil ratio, wherein some schools 

do not even have regular teaching staffs. I want to ask the 

Government what good is all these schemes if it fails to change 

the reality of our education system which continues to be 

plagued by corruption, lack of effective teaching staff and 

curriculum and quality education. India is primarily an agrarian 

economy with more than 50 % of its population linked to 

agricultural production, whether directly or indirectly. In such 

a scenario, it becomes critical to focus on the development and 

innovation of agriculture and allied sectors. However, still a 

large number of Indian farmers depend on local moneylenders 

for loan at high rates of interests.  

 

Institutionalised money lending has still not been able to 

percolate the small and medium farmers. The lack of updated 

research has led to the failure of BT cotton crops and 

subsequent death of farmers in Maharashtra due to pesticide 

spraying. More than 50 % of the cotton crop got infected by 

pink bollworm in the state causing huge economic loss to the 

farmers. The bollworm infestation has occurred even as Indian 

farmers have adopted genetically modified seeds known as BT 

cotton that are resistant to the pest. These seeds were 

approved by Government in 2006. I would like to ask the 

Government, what you are doing to prevent another Yavatmal 

incident.  

 

I would also like to ask the Government, how many farmers of 

Yavatmal and Vidharbha were compensated through Pradhan 

Mantri Fasal Bima Yojna when the crops failed in the State. 
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The current formula used by the Government for calculating 

MSP puts States like Maharashtra, having high input cost 

owing to low irrigation facility and low productivity, at a 

disadvantage as it takes into account the average input costs 

of all States. The Government launched e-NAM facility but how 

are farmers supposed to benefit when there is no internet 

connectivity in the rural and remote areas, no facility for 

transportation. Also, it limits the options of the farmers who 

are forced to sell their products at the APMC market at the 

available bidding prices even if they are getting better prices 

somewhere else.  

 

Export limitations again harm the interest of farmers. This 

results n huge debts and suicide. NCRB data states that a total 

of 12,602 persons involved in farming sector have committed 

suicides during 2015, accounting for 9.4 % of total suicides 

victims in the year. This Government promised to double 

farmer’s income by 2022, but the state of agriculture in the 

country sings the reverse tone. I come from a state which has 

a large number of farmers and would like to see some policy 

formation at the Centre for the welfare of farmers. Research 

and development has never picked up pace in agriculture due 

to negligence and hesitation on part of policy makers, due to 

which agriculture in India still suffers from perils such as 

weather and rainfall uncertainty, dwindling market prices and 

so on. Farmers suicide were highest in the past 2 years with 

as many as 2,414 farmers suicide in Maharashtra alone 

between January 1 and 31st October, as per the data reported 

by six divisional commissionerates across the States. Our 

Hon’ble President in his speech talked about simultaneous 

State and Centre elections. I am all for stable governance and 

people’s welfare but the idea of simultaneous election is just 

not the way to achieve it. One must remember that not only 

are elections a necessary condition for democracy, but they 

are lifeblood of our system.  
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The proposal is, from start highly undemocratic and an attack 

on India’s federal structure as simultaneous election means 

that dominance of national issues will hurt the breadth of 

debates on people’s issue pertaining to particular State. And 

even if India was able to sync all Assembly and Parliamentary 

elections in the future, how does one stop the decoupling cycle 

from starting once again, as it did after the initial synced start 

in 1951-52? One of the major promises given by the 

Government in its 2014 manifesto was creation of one crore 

jobs. However, the Labour Bureau, which collects quarterly 

data on jobs created or lost in key sectors, showed only 1.4 

new lakh jobs, had been created in these sectors in FY 2016 

against 11 lakh jobs in FY 2013 and 3.7 lakh jobs in FY 2014.  

 

At 1.4 lakhs, the number of jobs created in FY 2016 is 

miniscule. It stands in stark contrast to the promise of one 

crore jobs per annum that the Prime Minister had claimed he 

would create or his other wild claims that he would create 15 

crore jobs (approximately 2 crore jobs per year) by 2022. 

What is even more depressing is that the pace of creation of 

new jobs is not increasing but actually declining. Government 

went on a spree by launching slew of schemes such as Skill 

India, Make in India, Start-Up India, etc. but it has failed 

miserably in generating enough job opportunities for the 

citizens.  

 

In India, the population with disabilities is around 26.8 million, 

constituting 2.21 % India’s total population, as reported by 

2011 population census data. But this significant population 

has not received much attention from the Government, 

whether we talk of 5 % GST on disabled equipment, or the 

discriminatory clause in the Foreign Affairs Ministry’s 

guidelines which prohibits disabled people from applying to 

Hajj. Instead of helping them out or making smart cities 

disabled friendly, the Government shows no empathy to the 

disadvantaged of our society. Even now, most buildings in 

India are not disability friendly, despite the Government of 
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India, under the Accessible India Campaign, instructing all 

ministries to make their buildings accessible to persons with 

disabilities. There is no talk about making railways more 

disabled friendly or about how the reserved coach at the end 

of the train makes it inaccessible for the disabled population. 

India still lags behind in a big way when it comes to removing 

infrastructural, institutional and attitudinal barriers for their 

persons with disabilities, yet it found no mention in the 

President’s address.  

 

I want to raise another very important question to the 

Government regarding its decision to discontinue the 

scholarships given to SC and ST girls under the National 

Scheme of Incentives to Girls for Secondary Education from 

March 31. Is this your way of educating girls in the name of 

Beti Padhao? I am very confused. This Government says 

something else and then go ahead and does just the opposite. 

The Government has also not been releasing the due funds for 

Dalit and Tribal students under the post-metric scholarship. I 

ask again how is this Sabka Sath Sabka Vikas?  

 

Ours is a country where we highly respect our elders and touch 

their feet to show our respect. Considering India is expected 

to be home to 300 million elderly people by 2050, and with 

India shifting towards nuclear families, we need welfare 

schemes that target our elders and enable them to lead a 

comfortable life away in absence of care from their children. 

However, I was shocked to learn that the Centre supported 

Integrated Programme for Older Persons has seen a decline 

from 269 homes in 2012-13 to a dismal 137 in 2014-15 

despite the growing population of senior citizens in the 

country. There is an urgent need to provide affordable housing 

and healthcare to the older to enable them bring Government’s 

attention to the rising prices of diesel and petrol, since the BJP-

led NDA Government has come to power making it costliest in 

the Southeast Asian countries.  
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Taxes currently constitute 45 % - 52 % of the retail price of 

auto fuels, thus making diesel and petrol costly for Indians. 

Ever since this Government has come into power, excise duty 

has been raised 9 times between November 2014 and January 

2016 itself. They refuse to bring petrol and diesel into the tax 

ambit, which would significantly reduce the price burden of oils 

for consumers. Everyday fluctuation in the prices badly hurts 

the consumers. The so called ACCHE DIN seems a farfetched 

dream to the common man and poor under this Government 

regime.  

 

Healthcare is an important parameter when you measure the 

demographic potential of a country. But last year’s negligence 

leading to death of children in Gorakhpur due to alleged 

disruption of oxygen supply and cases of excessive billing and 

negligence in big corporate hospitals, such as the case of 

dengue death in Fortis Hospital, Gurugram are proofs of the 

systematic failures in public health services. National Family 

Health Survey, 2015-16 also revealed that less than one-third 

(29%) of households have at least one member covered under 

health insurance or health scheme.  

 

Most Government hospitals do not have adequate 

infrastructure as reported by Rural Health Statistics 2017, with 

only 11% of sub-centres and about 13% of primary health 

centres functioning according to Indian Public Health 

Standard. The Janani Suraksha Yojna which provides cash 

incentive of Rs1400 to poor women for institutional delivery 

does not cover even half of the expenses that women have to 

bear. I would urge the Government to strengthen the delivery 

of public health services by filing the gap of acute shortage of 

qualified professionals and medical supplies. Extreme 

malnutrition resulting in stunted growth of children is another 

issue plaguing our society. I would ask the Government to 

focus on improving the health of all those children by providing 

nutritious meal.  
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I thank the President for outlining the goals and achievements 

of the Government, but I also sincerely hope that the 

Government would now focus on the aspects so far neglected 

in their tenure. 
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7.2.2018 

Union Budget (2018-19)- General Discussion 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Sir, speaking on 

behalf of my Party, regarding this Budget which this hon. 

Government has brought, this is the last full Budget that the 

Government is placing on the Table of this House.  

 

As we are all aware, actually the whole Budget discussion has 

been in a very hostile environment. It is probably the first time 

that the allies of the Ruling Party are in such a hostile mood. 

We have also been allies for several years and I have been 

here in this House for over a decade. But, I have never seen 

such a mistrust from an alliance in such a public forum. 

Normally, these things are debated in closed doors. If the ally 

is feeling so cheated by the Government, what should the 

common man think? I think, it is really a matter of concern.  

 

I do not say this just as a Member of Parliament but, as a 

citizen, I would like to ask the Government that if there is so 

much mistrust and all the three allies are saying the same 

thing, not just in Parliament, even outside Parliament, where 

is really India headed and where is this Government headed? 

That is the first question I would like to ask.  

 

I would like to quote Voltaire here. This seems like a 

Government that ‘I don’t know where I am going, but I am on 

my way.’ So, they really do not know where they are going 

but they are on their way. That is what really worries me 

because this Government has made a lot of very interesting 

promises. Sometimes when you hear all their speeches, I feel 

I am in Disneyland. Everything looks so beautiful and so real.  

 

But, what I would like to bring to the notice of the hon. Finance 

Minister – I am fortunate the hon. Finance Minister is present 

here – is in the context of Minimum Support Price for farmers. 
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I come from a society and a State which is highly agrarian. It 

is a very modern State but still agriculture is the backbone of 

Maharashtra, the way even industrialisation is. At the same 

time, yesterday, I had a fortunate chance to ask the hon. 

Agriculture Minister a question on Minimum Support Price. The 

hon. Finance Minister in his Budget Speech has said that they 

are already giving one-and-a-half times of the crop price that 

the farmer is looking for.  

 

The question I asked the hon. Agriculture Minister is this. What 

is the formula they are using? There are a couple of formulas 

that are recommended. The Government normally takes it 

from the CACP which recommends it and then it goes to the 

Ministry. Then there is a Cabinet that decides on it. But, in the 

process, there are two major formulas that are used. One is 

the AF plus, the friendly labour one and plus, which anyway 

during the UPA 2 was also given with a plus 20 per cent to 30 

per cent. It is a continuity. Even when this Government came, 

they were anyway giving the A2+FL formula. They also were 

giving the C2 formula. But, according to what the Budget 

Speech said, which formula they are looking at which is one-

and-a-half times? If they do C2 plus 50 per cent, that is really 

one-and-a-half times. Look at my State.  

 

I come from Maharashtra where the normal cost of cultivation 

is far higher than rest of the country. So, what happens in a 

State like mine? About the honourable larger part of the 

Government, I could quote one of their official Spokespersons 

who spoke on one of the television channels two days ago who 

said that we are not following the C2 formula and we are not 

looking at land rent cost. So, C2 includes the land rent cost. 

So, what is the formula?  

 

Yesterday, the hon. Agriculture Minister in his speech said that 

the NITI Aayog and the States will decide. So, we still do not 

know what the formula is. So, I would request the hon. Finance 

Minister to tell this nation – we are all curious – how this 
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oneand-a-half times is going to be achieved. To give you an 

example of one crop from my State. One-and-a-half times 

they are going to get. So, it is C2 plus 50 per cent; that really 

makes one-and-a-half times. The other question is this. To 

give you an example of tur dal – tur dal issue is very critical in 

my State right now – you will be surprised that the Minimum 

Support Price recommended by the Government is Rs. 5,450 

per quintal as of today. Yesterday, in Maharashtra, it was not 

moving beyond Rs. 4,400 per quintal.  

 

The market is not even flooded yet. Unless the Government 

steps in and aggressively buys this, how is my crop protected? 

The Government keeps talking about what the wonderful 

initiative they have done in dal. So, how is the tur dal farmer 

going to survive if he is not getting the minimum support 

price? We urged the Maharashtra Government. We even 

requested the Central Government to step in. But 

unfortunately, we got no reply yesterday from the Agriculture 

Minister. So, I take this opportunity to ask the Finance Minister 

as to what he has in his mind for our farmers.  

 

That is not only from my State but it happens in various States 

also. The tur dal crisis is going on. The same thing is with 

soyabean. We have had a crisis for soyabean. This year 

Vidarbha has had a bumper crop of cotton and soyabean but 

unfortunately, because of rain, soyabean has been hurt and in 

cotton, this year we have had a new infection called pink-worm 

which is called bond alin in Marathi. The entire crop has been 

wiped out. Now, what happens in this kind of a situation? At 

many times, the Government has talked about loan waiver. I 

remember when the UP Government came, the first decision 

that the Government took was to do complete loan waiver. So, 

why only the State of Uttar Pradesh is given this?  

 

We are very happy. I am a farmer’s daughter. So, I do 

sympathise and empathise with this. If UP can do it, why 

cannot the rest of the country and why not my State of 
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Maharashtra get a complete loan waiver? So, let it be an equal 

playing field for every farmer. It is because he is the one--with 

all the digital India, all the job creations, all the MUDRAs of the 

world--unless he is the person who brings you food on the 

table, what are you going to do with the money? It is not that 

this Government has much money. This is what the Budget 

claims, I mean it is all looking like. So, the entire thing about 

giving one-and-a-half times more truly looks like an eye-wash. 

So, I just recommend one thing. There was a Price 

Stabilisation Fund during the UPA time. Why cannot this 

Government expand it? When there is a crisis like this, why 

not use this Price Stabilisation Fund for all the farmers who are 

in crisis because they work very hard?  

 

They are not asking anything for free. They are asking for their 

basic rights. So, why do we not rise in support of the farmer 

as a sentiment of this entire House because I do not think 

anybody in the State or in the country is against anything 

special done for a farmer and this farmer is not asking for any 

other thing. He is just asking for his basic rights. So, I would 

urge the hon. Minister to look into this. He is not the only one 

but you see, even the Economic Survey, be it on agriculture, 

be it on education, is so harshly criticising on this. I have real 

concern about the farmers and I would urge the hon. Finance 

Minister to really look into it and clarify again because the 

promises made by their Government were something else and 

today the formula and the reality on ground is different.  

 

Actually, the Government likes to believe that one-and-a-half 

times more was the amount given to them. Sir, would there 

be an agrarian crisis? Would even one farmer commit suicide 

anywhere in the country? Maharashtra till date has never had 

so many farmers’ suicide like we have had in the last three 

years.  

 

This is the Government data that I am quoting. There have 

never been so many farmers’ suicide. So, if the cultivation cost 
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and the MSP is so high, why would any farmer kill himself or 

herself? I mean what is the logic of coming to this conclusion 

that all is well in the agriculture domain of the State. So, it is 

probably an illusion. I do not think it is really the reality on the 

field.  

 

The other programme which is very good for the poor is health 

programme. We welcome it. It is wonderful. If we can give 

universal healthcare to everybody, it is absolutely a welcome 

step. But I have just a few concerns about it.  

 

The cess that has been added was originally the tax collections 

but now the Government has made it into a cess. Now, the 

catch for a State is, when there is a cess, it only comes to the 

Central Government. When it is tax, it is divided between the 

Centre and the State. Now, what happens in the health 

programme? If you just calculate it, even if they collect the 

cess which will only be with the Central Government, none of 

our States are going to get this amount of Rs. 11,000 crore 

which will come.  

 

Sir, even if you do 60:40 or 50:50, have they run it through 

the States? Had our States got the money? My State is anyway 

debt-ridden. Do they really have the resources to contribute 

to this health scheme? That is my first question. Sir, they are 

talking about 10 lakh crore families, which is wonderful. We 

welcome it. It is Rs.5 lakh per family. Even if you take an 

account of ten per cent--forget anything else--which is just 

one crore family with Rs.1 lakh, the claim will be Rs.1 lakh 

crore as an insurance amount. Even if the Central Government 

accounts the premium which they have not clarified as to who 

is paying how much as yet, let us say it is 50:50, then the 

Central Government will pay Rs. 25,000 crore which they will 

probably, through the various cesses, will recover. Where will 

my State get Rs. 25,000 crore or any other State will get Rs. 

25,000 crore? That only makes it to Rs. 50,000 crore.  
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Now, if Rs. 1 lakh crore is the requirement and Rs. 50,000 

crore is what the two Governments’ contribution, is the 

insurance company committed to paying the gap? If the 

insurance company has to pay Rs. 50,000 crore, the insurance 

company is going to be bankrupt. So, the way the banks have 

gone bankrupt like the hon. Prime Minister said today, the 

insurance companies also will go bankrupt. So, how will they 

sustain is my question. So, if the hon. Minister throws some 

light on it, we will have more clarity because we are a little 

disillusioned right now.  

 

We do support the health scheme but we want to know how it 

is going to be implemented. Various States have their schemes 

like the Telangana Member said about how they have 

implemented their health scheme. The West Bengal 

Government has done their scheme. Maharashtra has done 

their own. Kerala has done a good scheme. So, how are we 

going to club all these and how will we be making sure that 

this will be implemented? It is because according to the 

information we have, first, there is no blueprint for this scheme 

as yet.  

 

Second, do we really have the infrastructure? So, are we going 

to the Government hospitals and to the private players? So, 

who is going to take the ownership of all the private hospitals 

and make sure it runs flawlessly, honestly and transparently? 

So, how will you identify those hospitals? We do not want the 

money which is allotted for poor people to be misused by 

anybody. So, I would ask this. There could be inflated bills. We 

have no idea. So, I think we really need to get a Bill for this 

health scheme, which has complete clarity because even for 

the infrastructure, there are several very good hospitals. But 

are we equipped enough in our country with this kind of 

support system that we need?  

 

My question to the hon. Government and to the Minister is 

this. Why is this Government only looking at disease 
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management? Disease management is what they are looking 

at. Nothing in this entire Budget speech has talked about 

malnutrition. How do people get sick? The basic need is 

starting from malnutrition. So, if you are not addressing 

malnutrition issues, why are we only going into disease 

management? You are not looking at preventive measures at 

all. So, prevention is the best cure. So, why are we looking at 

disease management?  

 

So even if we do disease management, first we need more 

money for prevention and malnutrition. There are absolutely 

no numbers, and I hate to say this. But in the last 3-4 years 

since this Government has come, the social numbers for all 

these projects are highly low. The malnutrition numbers have 

gone up countrywide. There are sporadic States which have 

done exceptionally well because the States are doing well. So, 

what is the malnutrition or the food mission programme of this 

Government to eradicate malnutrition which is actually a 

national shame in this country? So, that is really what I would 

ask the hon. Minister to guide us on.  

 

Sir, I come from a farmer’s background. I do understand that 

eventually to have such programmes, you have to disinvest. 

But we come from very traditional Indian culture. 

Disinvestment is not something which is our first. Why does a 

woman save in gold in our family? It is because she knows 

when there is a rainy day, if somebody is ill in the family, if 

there is a wedding in the family, if somebody wants to study 

in some institute where you need money, that is when the 

woman of the house sells her jewellery or her assets for the 

betterment of the family. So, when there is disinvestment 

going on, what are we going to do with so much 

disinvestment? I understand if there is a drought, you 

disinvest. I understand that. If India is going through some 

crisis, we do understand that you need to disinvest. But if you 

keep disinvesting all your assets, when there is really a crisis, 

what is this Government going to do? So, does that mean they 
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are absolutely selling the family silver which we only do when 

there is a crisis in our family? Nobody does that. This is good 

Indian traditional culture which we are proud of. So, I would 

ask the hon. Minister to clarify as to what is the need to sell 

all this. This is my question to him.  

 

The other thing which Karunakaran Ji also talked about was 

the FRDI Bill. Now you are encouraging people to come. I do 

realise that it is still in the Standing Committee. But the 

Government has thought of such a Bill. It is here at one level 

you are bringing people into the banking sector. If tomorrow 

there is a run on the bank or there is a panic situation, all you 

are going to get is a Rs.1 lakh guarantee. Why would any 

human being or a person who has worked very hard with pride, 

want to pay minimum? It has to be increased. So, I really urge 

the Government to re-think of this Bill. I urge the Standing 

Committee on Finance also to re-think of this because there is 

a panic amongst the people because they are unsure of what 

is going on.  

 

This Government likes to talk about 20:20. Good luck. May the 

best person win 20:20 and I think let us make the best team 

win, whichever team it is. But they talk about housing, water, 

Swachh Abhiyan. We are very happy. If India is going to be a 

clean country, why should we not rise? Eventually, all of us 

have to rise above politics. The nation comes first and then 

our differences. On such a background, if you have to look at 

basic things, water and housing, what is the data? If water has 

to be given to every household, today the cost is Rs.15 lakh 

core just for water. In respect of housing, the target is 1.5 

crore. The total BPL housing requirement is 10 crore. We have 

achieved about 3 crore. This is all Government data that I am 

quoting. There is nothing out of my imagination. Out of these 

7 crore, which is still left out, one and half is committed. So, 

5.5 crore is all up in the air. If this money has to come, where 

is this money coming from? What is the roadmap? This almost 

sounds like a commitment which is an eyewash.  
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The similar thing are even with Income Tax today. There are 

a lot of people who want to pay tax. They are happy to pay 

tax. The Government did demonization, for whatever the 

reasons are, but their own Economic Survey says that it was 

a bad idea and that is what really has created the slow down. 

This is all in the Economic Survey. How many people have 

joined the tax net? It is probably doubled, which is eight crore. 

It is a wonderful thing. But, how many are these four crore 

contributing? Whatever information we have, people that have 

come, are only contributing Rs.16 crore. So, after this whole 

rigmarole of exercise, if only Rs.16 crore is the number that 

has been added, was it really worth an exercise? Was it the 

only road to get there or were there other roads too to get 

there without disrupting the economy? We really want to ask 

what the hon. Minister’s and the Ministry’s thought is.  

 
Sir, I would like to bring to the notice a few other points which are really 
critical more so because I am a woman. I still remember when the present 

Government was in the Opposition. They used to say ‘बहत हो गई महं गाई क 

मार, अब क बार मोदी सरकार’. It used to hurt me. My mother used to tell me 

that he was talking about price rise and he was right. महं गाई बहत हो गई 

हैआपक सरकार म. If my own mother was saying in a house of a UPA 
constituent Member, I really did realize that this was a great line that they 
gave and the country bought it.  
But in the last four years – please put your hand on your heart, you may not 
know but your wife will definitely know – have really the expenses of any 
house gone down? The answer is ‘no’. Be it education, be it healthcare, be it 

your basic sabji mandi. I do not have to eat fancy food. बेि सक रोटी-सजी, दाल-

चावल आप खानेजाओ, सबका  

 

शायद यह बढ़ भी गया है। यह बढ़ गया है। महं गाई सब जगह है।  

 

So, what is this – बहत हो गई महं गाई क मार? This is absolutely something which 
is untrue and they have not been able to change it. It is the same thing 
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whether it is petrol, diesel or gas cylinder. There is a wonderful scheme of gas 
cylinder. But you go to any woman anywhere and ask her what the price of a 

gas cylinder is. She will say आज बहत महं गा हो गया है। And, this Government 

is not even giving kerosene anymore. वे  

 
So, she does not know what to do because the cost of the basic 

cylinder is almost doubled. It is Rs.800. It is really a tragedy 

for a woman. They talked about Andhra Pradesh and 115 

backward districts. …..(Interruptions)  

 

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS AND MINISTER OF COAL (SHRI 

PIYUSH GOYAL): Sir, I have a small submission to make. I 

think the hon. MP is misinformed. The cost of a gas cylinder is 

not Rs.800. It is subsidised and the subsidy is given through 

the Direct Benefit Transfer to the bank accounts of the LPG 

consumers. I think the hon. MP is making some mistake. If 

there is any case, the lady that you are referring to, we would 

love to know about the details. …(Interruptions)  

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE : Sir, we all pay 

Rs.800….(Interruptions)  

 

SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL: The hon. MP is talking about a poor 

woman, who has been given the Ujjwala connection. She is 

talking about that. She may have given up the subsidy. I have 

given up this benefit and I think Supriya Sule ji, with all 

humility I can say, would have given it up also. I am sure those 

of us who have given it up, are helping to make the nation 

because of that.  

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE : I am not talking about that. But 

this is not about my cylinder. My children’s tuition teacher, 

who is a middle-class hard earning lady, has given it up. But 

she is getting pinched is a suggestion. I appreciate you that 

from the Ministry of Railways just step in and move around to 

know what the common man thinks. It is not necessary about 
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subsidised cylinder. Talk to your child’s tuition teacher, talk to 

your driver, speak to all the people in your office, if you have 

one, and not just in the Mantralaya in Mumbai, you will 

understand the pain of the common man….(Interruptions)  

 

AN HON. MEMBER: Common man has understood 

Modi….(Interruptions)  

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE : No, that is okay. He is a Mumbai 

boy, I have to be little generous and kind to 

him….(Interruptions)  

 

He is a Mumbai boy. So, Sir, these are all woman related 

issues. It is not just about me. I am not asking for anything. I 

do not deserve to ask for any subsidy. I always say that I do 

not deserve it. I have born with a golden spoon in my mouth. 

I am not asking it for myself. I have never asked anything for 

myself. I am asking for the people because I represent a 

constituency. I get elected because 18 lakh people vote for us 

and we come to this House. So, we have to voice it. I am not 

a voice of SupriyaSule. I am Baramati. I have a number which 

is 35. I do not stand here as my name, I stand here as my 

constituency number.  

Sir, given all this, I would say that everybody has talked about 

the Nirbhaya Fund. Nirbhaya Fund has been through a lot of 

challenges and a lot of numbers have been given here 

regarding the ASHA, the anganwadis etc. I am glad that Shri 

Goyal is here. I think, luck is on my side today. I am lucked 

out today. We appreciate him for providing wi-fi at every 

station. Why can we not have woman toilets and put more of 

this Nirbhaya Fund into woman’s safety in the railways? We all 

women will be appreciative of him and history will remember 

him that the man who gave all women dignity on railway 

stations is Shri Goyal. So, we will be very proud of him even if 

he is sitting on that side.  
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SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL : I have already ordered it for every 

station across the country.  

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE : I want to see it. I am very happy. 

I want to use them all because we travel a lot by railways. 

When we go to Latur, Amravati and Nagpur, we do use the 

railways. So, I would request him to do all this at all the railway 

stations. CCTVs are also given and we are very happy about 

that, but a lot of times, the Railway Department asks us only 

to give MPLADS funds for CCTV. Why should we not use this 

Nirbhaya Fund for putting up all these facilities? The 

Government says that there is so much money. Why should 

they not use it for woman safety?  

 

They keep talking about Beti Bachao Beti Padhao. It is a 

wonderful thing. In the State I come from and Shri Goyal also 

comes from, 1314 schools of Marathi language are getting 

shut. Here, we are saying Beti Bachao Beti Padhao and it is 

absolutely a shame when 1314 Marathi schools are shut in 

Maharashtra today. I especially remember the Budget Speech 

where hon. Finance Minister talked about quality of education. 

I do take this opportunity to say that when such a rural issue 

is going on, MGNREGS is something really critical. The data 

tells that 56 per cent wages are delayed under MGNREGS.  

 

First of all, the problem is that there is an agrarian crisis. 

Maharashtra has been through it. Be it soyabean, be it cotton, 

be it tur, there is a huge problem of procurement. Moneys are 

not reaching the farmers on time. The alternate support 

system in the rural economy is MGNREGS. If those payments 

are delayed by 56 per cent, it takes a three turn-arounds by 

the time the man or the woman gets his or her money. How 

will he survive? It is not that only he suffers. His children’s fee 

does not get paid and medical issues also crop up. So, it is 

really the bottom of the pyramid which is surprising.  
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Now, I come to the issue of differently abled people. This 

Government talks about the divyangs. We absolutely 

appreciate the projects. They are doing mega projects. We 

also had one in my constituency. So, I thank the Government 

for it. I would request them that the Swavalamban Health 

Insurance Scheme which was launched for these differently-

abled in 2015 has not taken off completely. The new health 

scheme is coming which is launched while the Swavalamban 

Health Insurance Scheme has not been done. What is this 

Government going to do?  

 

The Rights of Persons with Disability Act in 2016 has increased 

the number of disabilities from seven to 21 which is a welcome 

step, but the budget allocation is only of Rs. 215 crore. When 

the number of disabilities have been increased, which is a very 

good vision, why should they not look at increasing the 

allocation?  

 

The same thing is there about MUDRA. Prof. Saugata Roy was 

also talking about it and I think, Shri Dubey corrected him by 

saying that MUDRA does not create jobs. Even if it is a 

business model, how much wealth has MUDRA created? If they 

have to start a business with Rs. 40,000, how is this going to 

work? Has anybody analysed MUDRA? It is a great scheme, 

but just because new EPFO registration is done, it does not 

mean that it is a new job. So, I would ask for some clarity on 

this from the Government that the private investments create 

jobs. If MUDRA is creating new entrepreneurs, we are happy, 

but to create jobs, you need good private investments. That is 

something we really need to look into.  

 

I would urge this Government to rethink on some of their 

policies, to all the commitments that they have made. I would 

request them by just saying one thing to the Government and 

with your permission, I would like to quote Voltaire again:  
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“One day everything will be well, that is our hope. Everything 

is fine today, that is our illusion".  

 

This is what the Government feels. Thank you. 

  



Sansad Ratna Speaks | Parliamentary speeches of  

Smt. Supriya Sule 

 

93 

 

19.7.2018 

Statutory Resolution Re: Disapproval of 

Fugitive Economic Offenders Ordinance, 2018 
and Fugitive Economic Offenders Bill, 2018 

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Sir, I 

stand on behalf of my Party to participate in this very-very 

important debate. I would thank the hon. Finance Minister for 

bringing in this Bill because I think the entire nation is 

exceptionally anxious. I really thought this debate would have 

been about what next for India.  

 

Personally, I am a little disappointed with the whole speech 

which came from the Treasury only for the reason that I think 

there are some legislations where we all have to rise above 

politics. Nobody can change what has happened but the future 

that we are leaving for our children, we can definitely change. 

So, why can we not sit and have a very larger than life 

approach to some debates, like we had a very good debate on 

Education yesterday? Everybody agreed on that. So, why 

cannot we take this opportunity to really bring in the change? 

It does not matter which regime brings it because eventually 

my mother, my country is going to benefit from this change.  

 

There has been a lot of speculation about what value this is 

going to add. India has had a tradition of very-very good 

legislation but there are always exceptionally bright lawyers in 

this country and abroad who find ways to punch holes into all 

these great legislations where so many intelligent minds put 

things to it. I would like to bring to the notice of the hon. 

Finance Minister, if he could kindly explain in his reply, that at 

Section 14, which seems to be a concern for everybody, it 

says: “On a declaration of an individual as a fugitive economic 

offender, any Court or tribunal in India, in any civil proceeding 
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before it, may, disallow such individual from putting forward 

or defending any civil claim.”  

 

Sir, now, if this goes into an international court where the 

fugitive is abroad and if he is going to get a battery of lawyers 

abroad who are exceptionally good at international laws, does 

this stand in international law? It is because it is going to be 

about human rights and civil rights. Then, does this 

Government guarantee us or explain to us, at length, how will 

this stand in the international court? The other issue which is 

really of concern to me is this. In this entire debate, there has 

been a talk about confiscation before he is guilty. We are a 

vibrant democracy and we take pride in our Constitution. 

Everybody has a right.  

 

I will give you a little example with your permission. I will 

mention here the citizens’ rights, that is, Article 14 and Article 

20. I am giving you an example. A friend of mine, Shrimati 

Kanimozhi, was in that 2G scam. It was an allegation. She was 

in jail for six months. What emotional trauma she must have 

gone through? I have seen her closely. This is just an isolated 

example because I know it eventually. There are hundreds of 

people like this. So, what we really need to also address is see 

the flip side as to why people are leaving this country and as 

to why there is a fugitive. Why are we not looking at that also 

as a picture? Is it because they are scared that they will not 

get bail? In Kanimozhi’s case, she was in for seven months. I 

have seen the trauma of the entire family, including her little 

child. 

 

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Do not mention the individual’s case 

here? That case is in appeal. Therefore, do not bring that case.  

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE : But, there was 

acquittal after that.  
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HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The matter is in the court of appeal. 

Do not bring those things. It is not a matter of discussion here.  

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE : Then, who is 

accountable for that? Who will be accountable? Suppose today 

the Government says that somebody is a fugitive and he is 

proved innocent, then what will happen to his property? The 

Government has sold his property. What is the Government 

planning to do? The interest is just not bringing the fugitive 

back. What about the rights of hundreds and thousands of 

workers who suffer?  

 

Today, Nirav Modi may be sitting whereever in the world he is. 

But, the point is that there are millions of families who do not 

have salaries. So, what is the redressal system that we are 

going to give to protect them? His children may be going to 

fancy school in New York. But, what about his employees who 

are all sitting in jail today. Their fees are not getting paid, their 

parents are going every day to a lawyer and to several courts. 

What about justice for all them? So, I think, we really need to 

look at it largely. We have many legislations.  

 

I will give you an example for what this entire Bill has come. 

We support the Bill. But, my whole point is that the Criminal 

Procedure Code already provides absconding without 

distinction of oversees and within India. It provides 

attachment, sale and confiscation of properties. The hon. 

Finance Minister could kindly explain to us as to what this Bill 

is going to do more for us. I am not against legislation. We are 

very happy if there is a stronger legislation to stop corruption 

and all these wrong things that are happening. But, what are 

we doing through this Bill for making sure that this does not 

happen in our country? What interventions are we making to 

improve our banking system that this does not happen again?  

 

To give an example, at length, the Treasury Bench Speaker, 

Mr. Dubey spoke about Nirav Modi. Now, Sir, look at the thing. 
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It does not matter which regime. Two wrongs do not make a 

right. So, suppose he has said that there are allegations 

involving customers. Customer is a king. Nobody knew that 

Nirav Modi was taking this country for a ride. How can you 

hold those customers? That is one point. The second point that 

I would like to ask is this. He was raided in the year 2015 for 

the first time. … (Interruptions)  

 

That can be objectionable. We are talking about black money. 

… (Interruptions)  

 

You also talk about this. … (Interruptions)  

 

In January, 2015, he was raided for the first time. The DRI 

asked him for 40 crores of amount. He paid Rs. 48 crores. Who 

pays extra? Sir, it sounds illogical. He was raided for the 

second time in January, 2017. He left this country in January, 

2018. So, what transpired in those 365 days none of us are 

aware of. The fact is that he was raided in January, 2017. I do 

not have the exact date. But, that is roughly the period. In 

that entire 12-month process, what was happening? I brought 

this up because this came in the Treasury speech. My intention 

is not about Nirav Modi. My concern is how the banking system 

is going to improve and that this does not happen again and 

what happened to those poor people who worked for them and 

do not get their salaries in time.  

 

Another question which I think, very rightly brought up by you 

is re-selling of all the assets. So, if the Central Government is 

going to keep all the assets, how the disbursement will be 

done? How are they going to sell it? Suppose there is a land. 

Land is a State subject. You constantly talk about cooperative 

federalism. Land is a State subject. So, what is the via-media 

mechanism that the hon. Finance Minister is going to find that 

the State and the Government work together in selling all 

these assets? What is that redressal system for the common 

man? Suppose I work for Nirav Modi and he runs away. Now 
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how do I turn to say that my salary of six months has not 

come. What is the system for that? They are really the people 

who are suffering and they are looking for help. So it is really 

critical that today the poor people who are suffering need help 

because they are completely lost.  

 

I will give you another example which is not about fugitive but 

it is of my own constituency where Mr. Goyal and me come 

from. It is about DSK. I must have heard about it. Millions of 

old people put their money into the scheme for good homes. 

Now that man has gone bankrupt and he is in jail. Now all the 

people are suffering because they do not know whom to turn 

to. It was an incomplete project. All their savings of 40 years 

were put into this project. What would happen to those 

people? How do we give them their rights which they are 

asking for? That is the solution this country is looking for.  

 

I think even what Mr. Premachandran said is so true. Do we 

really need one more Bill? Why do we not strengthen our 

external affairs? How many people have we managed to bring 

back? Deportation is an option. His extradition is one option. 

So, why are we wasting our energy on bringing one more Bill? 

If it is flawless, we are very happy and we would support it. It 

is better if it is flawless. The reply which the Government has 

given to me on 18th December, 2015 – which is a little 

surprising – says that the economic offence cases are reducing 

in this country. What is even more surprising in the second 

part of the reply is that the Reserve Bank of India has informed 

that they do not have any specific information on economic 

offences. However, RBI collates information on fraud cases of 

Rs.1 lakh and above reported to the banks. If the RBI is going 

to take this approach, how is it going to work?  

 

We talk about Rs.100 crore. Rupees one hundred crore is such 

a big amount. Today, if you go to any small cooperative bank 

where a poor farmer goes, you do not even pay Rs.2000 to 

him. He is under such duress. Why are we not doing it? It is 
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not because he wants to not pay back the money. It is because 

he does not get Minimum Support Price. Then what does the 

Government do? It is the story of the Government of 

Maharashtra. They cut electricity. If you cut electricity of a 

poor farmer who is under distress and who barely has 

Rs.5000, what is he going to do? Are you going to cut the 

electricity of Nirav Modi’s house? So, it is illogical. You look at 

the magnitude. Rupees hundred crore is such a big amount for 

our country. So, why is it kept as Rs.100 crore? Could the hon. 

Finance Minister explain it?  

 

Then demonetization happened. They talked about bringing 

back black money. How much black money really came in 

because of demonetization? Do we have the numbers? The 

Government says that they are still counting. What was the 

outcome of doing demonetization? Mr. Dubey even talked 

about Swiss Bank. He also talked about hundred other things. 

I am glad that they are bringing them to the table. But how 

much money has come back?  

 

I would like to quote the hon. Prime Minister. He had come to 

my constituency and made a speech that he will put Rs.15 lakh 

in everybody’s account. I am also waiting for Rs.15 lakh for 

the last four and a half years. Then the leader of their Party 

said that it was a chunavi jumla. So are you really committed 

or not? These are very serious issues. We are not talking about 

politics. This is about our country’s economy. Is this what we 

are going to leave to our next generation?  

 

Let us check the numbers of our social sector. Do we have 

enough money to make sure anaemia is eradicated? Do we 

have enough money to make sure there is no malnourished 

child in this country? Should that not be aspiration of India? Is 

this not aspirational India today working hard and trying to 

change the world? It is because we want to be a G-8 country. 

We do not want to be a Third World country. But with this kind 
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of intervention, how will we achieve that? So, what are we 

going to do to improve the situation?  

 

Just a legislation is not going to solve the problem or bringing 

that person back will not solve the problem. I think we really 

need to be committed to having a fair and a transparent 

system. Please believe me that nobody is going to object to it. 

The GST was unanimously passed. Why was it passed? We had 

differences. We thought it was brought in a hurry but 

everybody voted with the Government because it was in the 

interest of my nation. That is why, every Indian thought it is 

right. So, I urge the hon. Finance Minister to please re-think. 

Do we really need this Bill? Is it flawless? Is it really going to 

change the future of our children?  

 

We need to know this. All these properties that you are going 

to bring, are you going to get committedly all the amount for 

that? Is it really justice? A human being, whichever one, is 

always innocent till he is proved guilty. So let us not take away 

the rights of any human being. We do not need another 

Chaggan Bhujbal who was again put in court. That is why fear 

comes in. Shri Bhujbal was put under the PMLA for two and a 

half years, even when MOCCA and TADA was in force in India 

which was for six months or five months, but under PMLA for 

an economic offence which was not even proved. So, there are 

exceptional cases.  

 

We really need to put our minds. There are so many intelligent 

minds amongst us to have a fair, just system. We have a 

Judiciary in our country. Let us put systems in place which are 

fair and just and protect every civil right of every Indian today 

which the Constitution has given us.  

 

Thank you.  
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24.7.2019 

 

Statutory Resolution: Disapproval of Banning 
of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Ordinance 

and Banning of Unregulated Deposits 
Schemes Bill, 2019 

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Thank 

you, Sir. I stand here today in support of the Banning of 

Unregulated Deposit Schemes Bill, 2019. It is really strange 

today to be in the Parliament and passing two Bills, which were 

both originally UPA Bills. In the morning, we passed a Bill 

against terrorism that was originated by us. Even Mr. Mahtab 

talked about this Bill and I stand corrected, but this was the 

Bill …(Interruptions)  

 

Who is saying ‘not at all’? …(Interruptions)  

 

This Bill was brought in for the first time in UPA-II in the last 

year by Shri Chidambaram. You can verify it, and after that it 

then went to the Standing Committee, which was headed by 

…(Interruptions)  

 

SHRI S.C. UDASI (HAVERI): No, it is not so.  

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Okay, 

then check it. Dr. Moily was the Chairman of the Standing 

Committee, and hon. Dr. Manmohan Singh was a Member of 

that Committee. …(Interruptions)  

 

SHRI S.C. UDASI (HAVERI): Yes, this is right. …(Interruptions)  

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): So, the 

UPA gets some credit for it. …(Interruptions)  
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SHRI S.C. UDASI (HAVERI): We were also there. 

…(Interruptions)  

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): I know 

that you all were part of it. …(Interruptions) I am not taking it 

away from you all, but the Chairperson matters at the end of 

the day. So, it is really strange and it is a good deja vu that 

we are passing two Bills today, which were initiated by the 

UPA. I stand here to ask a few questions. Mr. Mahtab has 

actually covered most of the queries on the recommendations 

made by the Standing Committee, which were left out by the 

Government.  

 

But there are a few questions that I would like to ask the hon. 

Finance Minister and the MoS, who has initiated and clarified 

most of the points that are required. SEBI has normally 

collected money from people who have already got caught in 

the web, and that money now lies with SEBI be it in Punjab or 

Uttar Pradesh. There are several schemes pan-India, which 

are suffering and people are suffering. So, I appreciate the 

initiative that this Government has taken. When will the 

depositors get the money? It is not just important to punish 

the person. I think that we all have to walk that extra mile to 

make sure that the final destination is not just punishment, 

but the final destination is to make sure that the person who 

has lost money in good faith gets it back.  

 

I was just wondering that either you go for fast-track courts 

or you go for a waterfall mechanism in which the investor 

becomes the most critical person. Do you think that we can 

expedite it if we follow the waterfall mechanism? I would 

request you to kindly clarify this issue. I will give you an 

example, which has happened in my own State. There is a 

company called ‘Samruddha Jeevan’, which suffered Rs. 3,484 

crore loss. I cannot say a gentleman, but a person who ran it 

called Mahesh Motiwal was arrested, I stand corrected, in 2017 

and within a few months -- I do not know under want 
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circumstances -- he was let out. Now, when there is a Rs. 

3,000 crore scam; when this Government is so committed to 

making sure that these ponzi schemes stop; and if they are 

committed to giving the waterfall mechanism, then what 

happened in this case? This gentleman is all over the place. 

He travels, and he does not have cases only in Maharashtra, 

but there were cases in Odisha, Madhya Pradesh and 

Karnataka also. So, I just want a clarification specifically in this 

case that if a gentleman is arrested in 2017, then how was he 

let aside within a few months? What is really happening behind 

doors? It all looks very suspicious. This is a pointed question 

that I would like to ask the Government.  

 

Secondly, with regard to benami properties, a lot of people 

have talked about it. You got the law and we all passed it 

unanimously; but how are you going to reach and get these 

properties as there are so many people who take their money 

out of the country? So, when they leave the country and they 

buy hotels or they are in businesses abroad, then how will you 

repatriate that money back into India? I am asking this 

because our final destination is not just stopping them as it 

does not stop there, and it is just a piecemeal way of doing it. 

So, we need to make sure that it is repatriated and given to 

the person who deserves it. I am sure that the intentions of 

the Government are very noble because the whole House is 

unanimously supporting this Bill.  

 

I would like you to draw a roadmap to make sure that poor 

people for whom we are all fighting in one voice today get that 

deservedly. I would like to seek clarification on the following. 

The list of registered deposit-takers must be publicly available. 

People reach out to the cooperative banks. Somehow this 

Government is a bit hard on cooperative banks. I remember 

during demonetisation, we had to go to court. There were 

banks in Maharashtra who had cash, which is absolutely legal. 

The RBI not once but three times came to the cooperative 

banks. They had to fight a legal battle. Only then the money 
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was exchanged. But these are banks and people who have 

riches beyond imagination. At least, the cooperative bank is a 

bank which is doing a good job. Ponzi schemes obviously have 

arms and roots which are so deep that they go where normal 

banks do not reach. So, what is the mechanism with which we 

are going to find out these Ponzi schemes? What is the 

mechanism to spread literacy amongst people and bring in 

more awareness?  

 

I won’t say that it is just greed. It is unfair to call it greed 

because one of the Members called it greed. One of the 

Members did say that people want to do it out of greed. I don’t 

think so. Everybody tries to earn money, and earn a little more 

to ensure that their children get better quality of life. Is there 

a way to find out the reach they have?  

 

I don’t know what is the purpose of rushing with the 

Ordinance. Between the issuance of Ordinance and now, what 

have you achieved in the States? I don’t see much is 

happening in my own State. So, the Ordinance route may not 

be the right route herea. How much have you sensitised the 

States? If the police officer has to intervene and investigate, 

he has no idea because he is not sensitised. So, I would 

request the Minister to sensitise, walk the extra mile so that 

the depositor gets the money. Sir, Rs.3,000 crore case of 

Samruddi in Maharashtra, and Pan Club Card issue – which 

has nothing to do with the PAN Card – are cases with huge 

losses. The depositors, retired people or very poor people from 

the bottom of the pyramid are the most affected.  

 

So, I would request the hon. Minister to intervene and make 

sure that every depositor receives the money back.  

 

Thank you. 
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AGRICULTURE & FARMERS WELFARE 
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Discussion Under Rule 193 - Agrarian 
situation in the country 

 

19-03-2015 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE & EMPOWERMENT 
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8.1.2019 

 

Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty 

Fourth Amendment) Bill, 2019 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Madam, 

on behalf of my party, I welcome the Bill that has been brought 

in by the Government today. There are a few suggestions and 

also a few questions that I would like to ask the hon. Minister 

and the Government through you. It has for been 17 days that 

we have been in Session. I think, we have worked this time. A 

lot of Bills have been passed. What was the urgency to bring 

such an important Bill? It is being passed by consensus but if 

we had a more detailed discussion it would have been much 

better in the interest of the nation. Two Ministers intervened. 

It was unfortunate that the hon. Finance Minister said that we 

were grudgingly supporting though we do not want to pass 

this Bill.  

This Bill is to support the poor. The same House, when we 

were sitting on that side and the people in power today were 

sitting on this side, had passed the Food Security Bill 

wholeheartedly. We had passed the Land Acquisition Bill, 

which is in the interest of the poor. This is not the first Bill 

which the House is passing to support the poor and uplift the 

masses. It was really painful for me that he thought that we 

were supporting this Bill grudgingly. We were doing the Mid-

day Meal Programme and several such projects. I do not think 

anybody is supporting this Bill grudgingly. The only point was 

that if we had more time, there could have been a better 

discussion. On the flip side, Shri Paswan who also happens to 

be in the Cabinet made two or three very surprising 

suggestions and made requests to the hon.  
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The other thing which the hon. Finance Minister also in his 

intervention said was that the Government has brought 

amendments to articles 15 and 16. He said that the States had 

already given reservation but they may be struck down unless 

these articles are amended. I am slightly confused. I ask the 

hon. Minister to clarify this. In Haryana, the BJP Government 

passed a Bill in 2016 to grant ten per cent quota to the Jats 

and that matter has been referred to the BC Commission. In 

Gujarat, there was one for Patidars; the State Government 

finally let the Ordinance lapse. The Maharashtra Government 

has given Marathas 16 per cent aarakshan. There are several 

others; for example, Telangana has the same issue which Shri 

Jithender Reddy brought up. So, 08.01.2019 329 just for my 

knowledge and to put the record straight, I would ask the hon. 

Minister if he could clarify that when this was committed 

earlier, does it mean it was not done; and now that articles 15 
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and 16 are amended, this would stand only now? He may 

please clarify because I am unsure about it after the hon. 

Finance Minister has said that. I appreciate that this Bill is 

being passed. They have been in power for four years, seven 

months, and probably 11days. I stand corrected, it is four 

years, seven months, and 12 days. But why has this Bill come 

in the last Session?  

Hon. Minister Paswan is a very sweet and honest man. He said, 

‘Let us hope that this brings the hon. Prime Minister back to 

power.’ I just hope this is not a jumla and is really for the poor 

and for the right cause. I had a little concern. I respect what 

Shri Kushwaha has suggested. I am sure with the consensus 

of the House if you bring the Indian Judicial Services and 

collegium law, we would all be happy to work for not just one 

more day but for five more days to bring in that change. We 

would not go to our constituencies, we would make the right 

changes and go. There are two or three issues on which I 

would like to have clarifications from the Government. Even 

Adsul Ji, who happened to be a part of the Government in 

Maharashtra, brought it up. Paswan ji has given us a very good 

line today. He said, “When there is a will there is a way. There 

is no will, there is a survey”. 
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SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE : Madam, I have just 

two more points to make. I yielded only out of respect, 

Madam. Madam, from one senior Minister, who also happens 

to be from Maharashtra, I would like to ask a clarification. I do 

not doubt the Government’s intentions that this is a jumla but 

they may clarify it because a senior Member, who happens to 

be in the Cabinet, has said and I quote: “Let us assume that 

reservation is given but there are no jobs because in banks, 

the jobs have shrunk because of IT. The Government 

recruitment is frozen. ” This is what they said about 

reservation. The Government may kindly explain in the reply 

what does it mean. The hon. Chief Minister of Maharashtra has 

been quoted of saying, “On the question of reservation, the 

CM said that reservation is not a solution and added that if 

reservation is given to every community, even then 

Government jobs cannot be given to 90 per cent of the 

younger generation”. Madam, I am a bit confused. 

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE : These are public 

statements. This is what they have said in public domain. They 

may clarify as to how the jobs will be created. It is not very 

difficult to do in education.  
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HON. SPEAKER: Job does not mean only Government service.  

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE : They have to then 

clarify it.  

HON. SPEAKER: You know it better. Please conclude now.  

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE : Maharashtra has a 

tradition of doing that in education for the Economically 

Backward Class. So, I urge this Government to look into 

reservation of Dhangars, Kolis, Gowaris and several such 

communities who are demanding for it.  

Thank you. 
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17.12.2018 

Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) 

Bill, 2016 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Madam 

Speaker, I stand on behalf of my Party in support of this Bill. 

The issue is very serious. Since they are all in the well, I will 

just mention a few points and will not repeat them. … 

(Interruptions) There is a category called ‘others’. Most times 

it is male, female and others. The ‘others’ should be stopped 

completely and it should be made ‘TGs’, that is ‘Transgenders’ 

in every application. … (Interruptions)  

 

This is going to be a social change. I know in a society like 

ours, it is not going to be easy for us to accept it. But we need 

to sensitise people right from schools and colleges for the 

society to accept these changes. Even in the Bill there is a 

point about Transgender Commission. A Transgender 

Commission just at the national level is not good enough. 

There are several States which have got their own 

Commission. If we can get these things implemented at the 

State level, it would be effective. There is no system today in 

any State for them to get any help. The other demand which 

we are making is a Welfare Board. We need a separate Welfare 

Board for the transgenders because this is the first time they 

are coming out and they need equal rights. We have Welfare 

Boards for everybody.  

 

Earlier Dr. Tharoor and Shri Mahtab talked about giving them 

equal rights. We need a helpline for them. I am ashamed to 

share this information with you. But even in the police cases, 

there are several transgender cases where there are 

allegations that even police use their power to ill-treat them. 

So, why can we not have a helpline for them? If women can 

get several rights which this august House has given, then 
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transgenders also deserve a redressal system where they will 

get help and they should get equal rights in every society. … 

(Interruptions)  

 

So, we must have a good helpline for the transgender people 

like we have for our children and women. Dr. Tharoor has 

talked about the punishment for abusing the transgender 

people. This is a completely neglected section of our society. 

Even their familiesdo not give them respect. We need to look 

how we can make the law more applicable. We need laws for 

marriage, divorce and inheritance for them. Even reservation 

for them is very very critical. … (Interruptions)  

 

Madam, these people even do not get homes. Even if they are 

well-todo, professionals or educated, it is very hard for these 

people to get homes. These are only people in the society who 

do not get equal rights of quality education and homes for 

them. … (Interruptions)  

 

So, I urge the Hon. Minister to take this Bill back for a better 

debate and give more time because it is a very serious and 

emotional issue for us. It is a big issue for social change in 

India. … (Interruptions)  

 

Madam, I think because of the JPC issue, we will not be able 

to discuss this issue. So, I urge the Hon. Government to agree 

to the Joint Parliamentary Committee so that we can get the 

House in order and debate all other issues. So, I request the 

Government to relook into this Bill.  
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11.8.2016 

 

Atrocities against Dalits in the country 
 

DISCUSSION UNDER RULE 193 

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Madam, I stand here 

on behalf of my Party to participate in this very debate. 

Madam, I always thought that I represented the modern India, 

where it is a gender-equal India, and a caste-free India. I 

studied in Maharashtra, which is a very liberal society, and we 

are part of our heritage. I would like to take the reference of 

Prof. Roy who said about West Bengal. Just like you quoted 

Vinoba Bhave ji in your speech, Shahu Phule and Ambedkar 

were the first pioneers working against the caste system. 

Today, all over the country, these are the three names who 

fought against the caste system. I really appreciate what Shri 

Venkaiah ji has said - it is a national shame. In the 21st 

century we have to discuss Dalit atrocities in this House. It is 

really very sad especially when we have just completed 

celebration of 125th birth anniversary of Baba Saheb 

Ambedkar. Both the hon. Ministers spoke a lot about what all 

the Government is doing. I appreciate that. But whoever is in 

Government, let us not make issues into data. We can all 

quote data. We all have access to Google. It is not important 

what happened when you were in power and when we were in 

power. We are not  
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I would like to finish with what Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar said 

in the Constituent Assembly. I would just like to quote two 

lines. I would just read his two lines. He said: “Political 

democracy cannot last unless there lies at the base of it social 

democracy. In India there are castes. The castes are 

antinational. They are anti-national also because they 

generate jealousy and antipathy between caste and caste. But 

we must overcome all these difficulties if we wish to become a 

nation in reality. For fraternity can be a fact only where there 

is a nation. Without fraternity, equality and liberty will be no 

deeper than coats of paint. ”  
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EDUCATION 
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21.7.2017 

 

Right of Children to Free and Compulsory 

Education (Amendment) Bill, 2017 

 
SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Thank you very much, 

Sir. I would like to congratulate the hon. Minister, who 

happens to come from the same State as I do, who has done 

exemplary work in his career for education. Actually, Right to 

Education is the dream of Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar. So, I 

think we are all taking his dream forward. It is a pleasure today 

that in Parliament, whichever side we are sitting on, we are all 

unanimously standing here to support the Bill. I would like to 

mention here that the hon. Minister at home has a teacher as 

his partner. So, this is not something different for him. He is 

somebody who has worked closely and he knows what the 

challenges are. I come from a State where education, after 

Kerala, has been very good in numbers. ASER Report was 

discussed earlier by several Members. Pratham has done 

extensive reports in India and Maharashtra is one of the top 

performing States for several decades.  

 

The challenge for teachers that they are facing today in 

Maharashtra is at a turning point. Everybody has talked about 

qualified teachers. Maharashtra definitely does have qualified 

teachers but I think we need to take our teachers in 

Maharashtra to the next level, which is not just about giving 

them degrees of qualification but bringing in awareness among 

the teachers about different challenges that today’s students 

are having. Sir, the same Government has looked at 

disabilities. In the earlier Bill there were only seven disabilities. 

This Government has come up with 21 disabilities which is a 

welcome step. Out of these 21 disabilities, ten are directly 

related to learning challenges that children are having today. 
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I would take this opportunity to request the hon. HRD Minister 

that just giving them a degree is not good enough. Sensitizing 

teachers is more important. One of the examples is of Autism. 

Today autism awareness is one of the flagship programmes 

that the Government of Maharashtra has taken. But, really 

how aware are we as a society of what an autistic kid is or any 

child who is dyslexic and dyscalculia? Just giving them a 

degree and telling them in four years you need to get this 

degree by rote learning is not really the solution. That is not 

the idea of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan.  

 

The whole message of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan is to make it an 

inclusive education to all. Right now, it is limited to only 

fourteen years. I think we really need to extend it. Shri Rudy 

was right here. But, the skilling that he has been doing through 

his Department, unless the child is at least twelfth standard, 

graduate and qualified, having that education of skill 

development and running such a big programme in India, is 

really not going to be connected. So, the Ministry of Human 

Resource Development has to bring in one more amendment 

in the Right to Education to extend it from 6-14 years to 6-18 

years. I think that will really make the difference. I agree that 

it should be 21 years till graduation, but I guess one step at a 

time because it is going to have a large financial cost for the 

Government.  

 

Second thing is about teachers’ training. I come from a State 

where teachers’ training is something of which we are very 

proud of. There are times in Zila Parishad schools where one 

teacher, who is trained, goes to one training, comes back and 

then is sent to another training. So, the quality of teachers’ 

training is very important. It is wonderful to make legislations 

here. What Shri Sampath Ji has said, is very true, that we 

make legislations here, but are they totally implemented on 

the field? I would request the hon. Minister that qualifying 

them is only a part of the job, but skilling has to be genuinely 

inclusive. So, a child, who may be weak in English, may be 
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weak in Maths or may be weak in Science, but it is the teacher 

who has to understand what the child is good at or what his or 

her strengths and weaknesses are. That really makes a good 

teacher.  

 

I will not take too much of hon. Minister’s time, but I would 

definitely insist the quality of teachers’ training is very 

important. After all, teaching is a process which is endless and 

it is not just about getting a degree. You have to constantly 

pursue this dream. It is because that is what really builds the 

true nation and not the policies or legislations that are made 

here. So, I urge the hon. Minister to rethink at this and expand 

this course of learning.  

 

Thank you.  
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18.7.2018 

Right to Children to Free and Compulsory 

Education (Second Amendment) Bill, 2017 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Sir, I 

stand here to speak on the Right of Children to Free and 

Compulsory Education Bill. Sir, I would like to compliment the 

hon. Minister for coming up with such a good Bill. It seems an 

exceptionally small Bill, but it is a very, very critical and a 

turning point in education. The State, the HRD Minister and I 

come from, is a very modern State in India, where education 

is a dream and a reality both. We are a very progressive State. 

The Shahu Phule Ambedkar, as we all talk in our speeches, our 

leaders who were born in Maharashtra give good quality 

education and a new vision in education to the country. 
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I would like to quote my Chief Minister. The Chief Minister of 

Maharashtra has said that Maharashtra was at number 16, 

which has now gone out at number three. I would like to ask 

a pointed question to the hon. HRD Minister, who also comes 

from Maharashtra, how have we jumped from 16 to 3. What 

is the number? ASAR report does not show rankings and nor 

does the Government of India show ranking? So, how is my 

State and the hon. Chief Minister to be quoted is saying, 

Maharashtra was at number 16 and how has it gone to number 

three and what are the interventions that the Government of 

India has made to do that? Given this whole story of education 

in India, you have given so much flexibility to all the States, 

which is a very kind thing to do.  

 

But the State you and me come from, Adivasi students are 

agitating on the roads of Maharashtra today because of 
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educational issues and their scholarships are being taken 

away. Is the Central Government, out of concern, especially 

because you come from the same State, going to run and help 

or at least intervene, I will not say interfere, in the education 

opportunity? 
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isolated issue about one child or any child. Every child is made 

differently and every child is gifted in some way or the other. 
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So, just because a child gets less marks, it does not make him 

unintelligentor dumb. So, I want Prakashji to find a way where 

every child is gifted and special in some way, that child should 

be supported, encouraged in whatever way possible where 

education gives him an identity beyond caste and creed. I 

think, that is what India is looking for because today is an 

aspirational India. We got this Right to Education from Dr. 

Babasaheb Ambedkar in our Constitution. It was fortunate that 

our Government could bring up with the Right to Education. 

But I would like to take this opportunity and urge the hon. 

Minister to look at the broader picture. Is really six to 14 good 

enough for our nation? Fourteen is too little. We have to take 

it to 18 and 21 in the second phase. What are we spending 

money on? Instead of running after that bullet train, increase 

Right to Education up to 18 and 21. The generations of India 

will bless you, Sir. 
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19.7.2016 

 

Statutory Resolution Re: Disapproval Of 

Indian Medical Council (Amendment) 
Ordinance, 2016 and Indian Medical Council 

(Amendment) Bill, 2016 and Statutory 
Resolution Re: Disapproval of Dentists 

(Amendment) Ordinance, 2016 and Dentists 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016 

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Thank you, Sir. I stand 

here on behalf of my party to speak on the Indian Medical 

Council (Amendment) Ordinance. The hon. Health Minister in 

his tenure has made a lot of very good interventions starting 

from immunization programmes to making sure that the public 

health reaches the common man. But I think the biggest 

challenge is this. I represent those thousands of parents, 

especially the State where I come from, who were completely 

devastated. It is because, today an average Indian aspires, 

dreams big for himself but he misses out; he wants to live 

through his children. It is time and ages of aspirational India. 

I think that is the hope these parents came from whether it is 

an IIT, whether it is an IIM or all the competitive exams. All 

these parents aspire to send their children, to give them a 

better quality of life and a better quality of opportunity through 

education. I think the NEET exam came as a shock to most of 

the parents. That is when we had agitations in our State. We 

reached out to the Higher Secondary Education Minister in 

Maharashtra who reached out to you in turn. We had some 

relief by pushing this exam ahead. If you look at the entire 

picture, do we really need this exam? I quote even from what 

the Chair said as to what is the logic behind taking it. We are 

not against it at all. I am completely agreeable with you if you 

can have one common exam. But the impression that the 
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parents get and the teachers get, the perception about this 

exam is that it is very pro-urban and it is very pro-CBSE exams 

because the curriculums are completely different.  

 

In our State, we have three boards. We have the ICSE Board, 

the CBSE Board and the State Board. About 90 per cent 

students in our State go to the State Board. About 5 to 6 per 

cent go to the ICSE Board. Now, yes, CBSE is growing, but it 

is mostly used by professionals or people whose jobs 

constantly make them move. They have the Kendriya 

Vidyalayas as an option but it is very hard to get a seat today. 

So, given this background, what do you really have in mind? I 

think, most of my seniors have talked about it earlier. My 

colleague Dr. Dastidar extensively talked about all the issues. 

She herself is a doctor and her two sons are also doctors. I 

know what difficulty she has gone through to put her children 

through this education all the way because two of her boys 

today study in my State in a private college. So, as a parent 

the difficulties that she has seen, I have seen very closely. The 

cost of making your son or your daughter a doctor today is 

about Rs. 15 lakh which is impossible for an average parent. 

What Dushyant said is absolutely true. If he goes to a private 

college, you have to book the seats at least two years ahead.  

 

I remember Kakoli was running around like a headless chicken 

for over two years to make sure her sons get the right marks, 

get the right coaching and make sure they get into a right 

college to do their masters degrees. So this is the whole 

disparity of having a good doctor. About today’s doctors, like 

everybody else, the sense of the entire House is that it is no 

more a noble cause. A doctor and a lawyer in the good old 

days were the thinkers of a village or a city. They were not 

businessmen.  

 

Today, unfortunately, being a doctor has lost its sheen 

because clinical diagnosis no more matters in this country. 

Even the previous Government or this Government will have 
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wonderful machines even put in the rural India. But what is 

the outcome? Do we have the technicians for it? Most of our 

constituencies have all these facilities. We have the facilities 

but we do not have the manpower for it. So, whether it is the 

chicken or the eggs; what are we really going to address? So, 

this NEET exam is a wonderful intervention. But I would really 

appreciate if you consult the States because it is a concurrent 

subject. It is not something that nobody has said before. Given 

this background, if we really want more doctors, are you 

willing to take away or provide seats for every child from the 

private education? I mean private education in this entire 

debate has been looked at very badly. But today, whether we 

like it or not, all the children of most of the people, who sit 

here, go to private schools.  

 

We are not sending our children to Zilla Parishads and 

Government schools because the faith, that is, in basic 

education, for primary education, unfortunately, in this 

country, we believe, private school is a better school. So, how 

are you going to look at this disparity? I am not promoting any 

private college. But today there are a lot very, very good 

colleges. I mean if you talk about the college in Vellore, that 

was the first private college started when there was even no 

medical intervention and Vellore Medical college, which is a 

private college is a very, very good college. The Manipal 

college is a very good college. One of our colleagues in Rajya 

Sabha runs a wonderful college. Even in Belgaum, as a matter 

of fact, an elected member, who is part of your team, runs a 

wonderful college with very minimal capitation. But how do we 

cover both? I mean why cannot we have an open discussion 

on how their costs can come down? So, you have some way 

of monitoring that. Or how do the Government seats come?  

 

Today, I know people, who had 99 per cent, cannot get into 

KEM medical college in Mumbai. I mean besides 99 per cent, 

there is only one mark that you have lost. So, how are we 

going to address this issue? I think it is not only about the 
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entrance exam. What I think is for the hon. Health Minister is 

looking for a larger solution of finding good doctors. Go back 

to the old school of thought where we all had family doctors. 

There is no concept of family doctors. Even if I want to answer, 

I cannot get a family doctor in this country any more. Even 

MBBS doctors are not trusted. And by the time, these people 

get masters, imagine their age. I mean looking at Kakoli’s 

children, till they are 29, they are not even settled. While if 

you do a business management programme today, the boys, 

working on Wall Street or with any foreign degree, by 24, are 

earning and even buying apartments for themselves. So, it is 

a very difficult and a high cost job. So, I urge this Government 

to address this issue of how we can have more doctors.  

 

The entrance exam is not the only challenge ahead of you. It 

is to make sure that how we can bring this disparity between 

private and Government. It has to be done together. We 

support it but I still urge you to please have faith in the States. 

The State Boards cannot cope with CBSE and no rural child 

today will be able to become a doctor in this country if this 

goes on. So, please do rethink about what you are doing. We 

are with you. Everything must go on merit but every child 

deserves an opportunity.  
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27.3.2017 

 

Mental Healthcare Bill, 2016 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Thank you, Sir. I 

would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the entire 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare for coming up with one 

of their finest legislations they have come in the last few years.  

 

I take this opportunity to congratulate the hon. Minister of 

Health and Family Welfare. Sir, since he has come, he has 

added a glamour quotient to the Health Ministry by a lot of 

advertising. It is because advertising really makes a 

difference. Right from the T.V. advertisement of Shri Amitabh 

Bachchan, definitely I think Polio was one of the few success 

stories that our Health Ministry has had purely by the right 

advertising and it has reached the last home whether it is a 

home shelter or village. So, whenever, the Health Ministry in 

India decides to make a difference, whether it is a village or 

Parliament or any corner, you have always had an extremely 

efficient and successful job done, especially since Nadda Ji 

took over, be it the AYUSH or the immunization programme. I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank him for even the 

tobacco control programme. He has been exceptionally 

supportive for all these changes that we are trying to do in the 

society. He has been very patient.  

 

Even Dr. Sanjay Jaiswal is here. I think the entire House 

should thank them and the entire Standing Committee which 

has been exceptionally patient by drafting this Bill. They heard 

every small or big person who had applied or wrote to them 

about the Bill, whether it was technical or non-technical or 

whether it was an NGO or psychiatric society. The Ministry and 

the Standing Committee have walked an extra mile. So, I think 

the entire House must congratulate them and I hope all other 

Ministries follow what this Ministry has done because they 
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have really done it with the right intention rising above politics. 

This Bill has come at a very difficult time especially in my 

State. We had an unfortunate incident in Dhule district where 

an Orthopaedic Doctor was at a Civil Hospital and there a 

person needed a doctor for a different reason. But, the said 

doctor could not help the patient and unfortunately, the 

patient died. The entire family attacked the doctor. The 

doctor’s skull was broken, has lost one eye and is in ICU. So,  

 

I think the time has come, even for all of us while we are 

coming up with all these good legislation, the doctors’ security, 

I think is a very crucial issue. I do understand and respect the 

emotions of the family whose member has passed away. Like 

there is a good and bad politician and good and bad lawyer, 

there are good and bad doctors. 15.00 hours So, it does not 

mean every doctor is bad. That particular orthopaedic doctor 

in Dhule is very unfortunate that he has to pay a price and is 

literally fighting for his life today in Dhule. But let us all hope 

and pray that he recovers and gets over this. So, I would 

appeal to the hon. Minister of Health that he should talk to all 

the Chief Ministers and see how we can make sure that all our 

doctors are safe at all times. I am sure there will be still freak 

accidents but I am sure we can all put our minds together and 

see how we can really protect all these people who are trying 

to save lives.  

 

This Bill is almost a flawless Bill but there are just a few quick 

questions if the hon. Minister could answer. It would be much 

easier for all of us to have more clarity on the doubts we have 

in our mind. As we all know, access is a huge challenge and 

there is a gap. If the National Mental Health Policy and the 

Mental Healthcare Bill are implemented completely, I think it 

would be a complete winwin situation for all of us. I have one 

suggestion which is a programme which the Maharashtra 

Government has tried in Nasik. They used a small group of 60 

Self-Help Group women who worked in villages. They were 

called the leaders who could help and they addressed a lot of 
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mental health care issues which need not be schizophrenia or 

severe depression but maybe post care depression or small 

issues which would make people vulnerable. So, before we 

reach a level of getting the number of psychiatrists done, could 

we take help of our health workers or empower the Ashas and 

train them a little bit till we finish off with this gap? So, could 

that be an option? I remember, Dr. Tharoor talking about 

psychotherapists.  

 

Sir, I am not sure what your view of psychotherapists is but 

today, unfortunately, in India it has become almost cocktail 

conversation that I am depressed and I need a Prozac. I think, 

we really need to get out of this. There are so many 

counsellors. It is very good to have counsellors but how many 

qualified counsellors do we have. For the mental health issue, 

the counsellors could be at a very abysmally lower level. Are 

you going to allow these counsellors? If you are going to allow 

them, how far can they go in helping such persons? So, kindly 

clarify on psychotherapists, what you expect out of them and 

how far they can go in treating them. It is because today 

anybody can open a little shop and can start as a counsellor 

who is not even qualified. I think we need to have that clarity. 

As regards allied health professions, I think Ms. Heena Gavit 

also mentioned it in her speech that what are we looking at 

because most practitioners have guidelines. So, I think we 

need to have very stringent guidelines because these issues 

are all chemical imbalances.  

 

This is just not a freak accident where suppose there is an 

examination and you are stressed. I do not think this Bill is 

just for stress and for competitive examination stress. This is 

far deeper chemical imbalances that people have which are 

beyond their control. We do not even know how this mental 

health comes from. There is no science where we have been 

able to prove how mental health occurs. It is provided through 

genes or what. So, I think we really need to have clarity on 

psychotherapists. So, if you could kindly clear that.  
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As regards rules and regulations, there are a very few States 

who had the right rules and regulations after the Mental Health 

Act of 1987. I think Karnataka is one of the States which has 

come out with the best regulations. Maharashtra also has 

come up with it but in Maharashtra we have run into an issue 

where we requested them to put alcohol and drugs also as 

mental issues. Excessive alcohol and drug consumption is a 

disease which is not even in this Bill. We got held up in 

Maharashtra while framing the rules and regulations because 

we realised that that comes under the Ministry of Home Affairs 

and it does not come under the Ministry of Health. So, if you 

could kindly throw light and I would request you that if 

alcoholism and drugs could be put into this Bill as a mental 

illness or at least consider it because I do understand 

legislations have their limitations. But we can keep changing 

them and strengthening them as we implement them. Third 

point is the budget. Sir, we definitely have an issue with the 

budget. A lot of earlier speakers have talked about it. So, I 

would not repeat those points but please clarify the mother 

and baby clause at what level and what access is there.  

 

I am a mother and I do understand that however, ill the 

mother is, to take the child away from the mother may not be 

the right decision. You have said that for three years, you will 

allow the child. Please clarify what could be in the fourth and 

fifth year or what plan do you have. How will we subsidize the 

child? You will look after the mother but what happens to the 

care of the child if the child stays with the mother. In section 

65, you have talked about registration which is a very good 

step. But there is one little line which has come after clause 2, 

it talks about the registration. It says: “Provided that the 

Central Government, may, by notification, exempt any 

category or class of existing mental health establishments ...” 

Who is to decide about this exemption? How will you exempt? 

At this rate, anybody can ask for an exemption. Who will have 

the authority to exempt?  
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The first clause is correct, but the by-line which has just come 

needs a clarification. The other point is about the District level 

Mental Health Boards. Who is going to budget them? Who are 

all going to be on these Boards? I see that in my district itself. 

People who have to come to Pune, Sasun hospital which has 

one of the finest psychiatrist departments have to travel for 

hours together. They spent sometimes Rs. 3 to Rs. 5 thousand 

rupees just to get to the hospital. The Government is 

subsidising the help they are getting, but what about their 

travel? Unless this infrastructure is there all over it is difficult. 

So, these Boards need to be far more active and the Budgetary 

allowance for the Board, it may not always be in Pune, it can 

go around in the other Tehsils or the blocks. If the Government 

could come up with something like that, then it would be of 

great help. Sir, I would just like to make two more points. All 

the drugs that are required for mental health are always for 

long-lasting treatments. So, could we put all these in the 

Essential Drug List in the Drug Control Price? Would the 

Government consider this?  

 

Sir, the last point is that most of these issues that we face are 

more womencentric. I do not want to make it men versus 

women debate, but definitely a lot of depression issues are 

more in men. Men are more schizophrenic in data base. Even 

in Sasun when we go, if you follow data, no women are 

brought there. It is because the man is the earning member 

and therefore, he needs the treatment. So, the entire family 

spends a lot of money on the man coming there. But women 

do not get help. Can we have a gender sensitive Bill where 

women can get the treatment? Even in marriages we notice 

that if it is not an amicable divorce, we have data base 

evidence, and in divorces and separation people have used 

mental health as a huge category where women suffer 

because of that.  
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So, I would take this opportunity to ask the hon. Minister to 

kindly clarify some of these doubts because it is a very strong 

Bill. I do understand that the Government has put its best foot 

forward and the Government has asked the Psychiatrist 

Society and all NGOs working on it before drafting the Bill. It 

is a good Bill but if the hon. Minister could walk another extra 

mile and just give clarifications, I think, the implementation 

would be better and the whole intent of the Bill for which you 

have put this whole energy and time together would be fruitful 

and the nation will thank you.  
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19.12.2018 

 

Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2018 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Madam, I 

stand on behalf of my Party to make a short speech because 

it is a very important speech. I wish we had more time. But, I 

would, on behalf of all my colleagues, request that you give 

them a hearing. If the JPC is formed, maybe we can have a 

better debate here. I would request my colleagues to hear 

what they are saying. … (Interruptions) Madam, I congratulate 

the hon. Minister for bringing such an important social issue. 

It is because surrogacy is not just about the morals, as the 

earlier hon. Member was speaking, it is about parenthood. 

Nobody can justify what the yardstick of a parenthood is.  

 

There are just a few short points that I would like to ask. … 

(Interruptions) The hon. Minister has said that there is a five-

year clause. Sir, fertility does not take five years to be 

justified. So, why five years? There could be couples who 

scientifically can prove that they are infertile. So, I really do 

not feel the scientific reason of a five-year clause. So, I would 

request the hon. Minister to re-think the five-year clause. … 

(Interruptions)  

 

Secondly, there could be very fertile couples who do not have 

children. History and data show it, if you look at the National 

Survey of India. As a matter of fact, Mahtab Ji had a question 

in the year 2014 in this 16th Lok Sabha where the reply was 

that 8.2 per cent women have fertility issues, which is a 

substantial number. … (Interruptions)  

 

So, in this case, there could be no evidence of fertility. But, 

there could be men and women, who are both fertile, but do 

not manage to have children. So, sometimes, it even 

challenges science. Suppose a couple is married for several 
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years and cannot have a child. But, they are still fertile and do 

not produce. So, why should they be left out of this, if they 

are deserving couples? So, I request the hon. Minister to 

reconsider as to why this should be. There are cases and data 

has shown it. So, these are two Clauses I will like you to re-

look at. … (Interruptions)  

 

A lot has been said technically about ‘close relative’ by Dr. 

Kakoli. That is something he needs to clarify. I request him to 

do that. … (Interruptions) Another issue is about ‘single 

parent’. There are so many single parents in the Adoption Bill. 

You allow single woman and man to adopt children. So, if you 

can adopt a child, why can you not have a surrogate child? 

There are categories like widow, single, divorcee or 

transgender. … (Interruptions) After passing such a historic 

Bill just day before yesterday, I see no reason why it has to 

have a condition of being married. Can a single parent not 

have children? There are generations where people have had 

that. So, I do not think we should do that. We must insist that 

they get it.  

 

Out of 42 recommendations made, only 11 have been taken 

up by this. So, you could take all 42 recommendations or give 

a clarification for not taking up … (Interruptions). Lastly, there 

is a certificate required. Now what will be the time-bound 

manner for us to get certificate because the application is 

made but there is no methodology spelt out? So will that be 

done? If so, how soon will that be done? In this country, if 

there are one lakh women, 136 women die also in pregnancy. 

So, it is a very sensitive issue and with the noise, I would like 

to express it but at least given the circumstances, I would like 

to make a small intervention. It is a very good Bill and we 

support it… (Interruptions).  

 

But it is not modern enough. I would submit that a child is 

something which is an emotional thing. Let us not get caught 

only into the rights and wrongs of the Bill. Every human being 
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deserves the child. It is the ultimate that any parent can have. 

Madam, fortunately, you and I have had that blessing.  

 

So let us make sure that every couple deserves a child and let 

us give them a chance… (Interruptions). Let us not get into 

just the illegality. Let us see that it is a fair and a good 

legislation which will help all parents who are looking for this 

happiness… (Interruptions).  
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1.12.2015 

 

Situation arising out of incidents of 

intolerance in the country  
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Sir, I thank you very 

much. It is really an irony of history when we look back at this 

debate, we will definitely wonder that we were discussing the 

Constitution Day for two days and immediately after that, we 

are discussing Intolerance in India. I think, that is really a 

strange happening. With great disappointment, I stand here 

to participate in this debate. India is going through a lot of 

challenges. When the mandate for this Government came, we 

all hoped that we are looking for a developed India. But today 

if you read any newspaper or watch any channel, actually we 

are looking at a divided India. It may be at the superficial level, 

but it still exists in everybody’s mind.  

 

There are very serious concerns from various sections of 

society. There is a debate today on tolerance and intolerance. 

Every society in the world has tolerance and intolerance. I 

appreciate the statement of the hon. Home Minister when he 

started the debate by saying that let us not make it political, 

let us really talk about people who have suffered and find 

solutions for it. I am grateful that he is present here today. I 

would definitely like to say that I represent and come from a 

State which is suffering of intolerance. Intolerance does not 

have to necessarily mean blood shed and death, like it 

unfortunately happened in Uttar Pradesh.  

 

In Maharashtra, we are very proud of our tradition. We come 

from an exceptionally modern State which gave direction to 

bring change in this nation whether it was women’s rights, 

whether it was Dalit’s rights. We do not just talk about 

Mahatma Jyotiba Phule, Ambedkarji in speeches. But they 
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have really brought a social reform and they have given 

direction to this country for decades in India. We are very 

proud of our heritage. But the unfortunate part today in 

Maharashtra is that everything that has happened in my State, 

which I must say that I am ashamed of. We travel the entire 

country.  

 

The first question people ask me today is that 

The reason being, what 

happened to Shri Sudeendra Kulkarniji? I may not agree with 

all his ideologies. I have objection to the word ‘tolerate’. Why 

do we have to tolerate each other? Why can we not co-exist 

together where we hear each other, it does not matter if one 

is right or wrong, whether we believe it or not. Just because 

you and me disagree, it does not mean that you are an enemy 

and I have to tolerate you. I think I have objection to the basic 

idea of tolerate and intolerate.  

 

What happened to Shri Sudeendra Kulkarniji was not only 

something which ashamed me. That programme is 

appreciated and attended by all across party lines in Delhi but 

there is a problem in Mumbai. Nobody makes an intervention 

in it. We have a young Maharashtra Chief Minister. What is he 

really doing for it? That is my personal disappointment. I agree 

that…… (Interruptions)  

 

I have no love lost for cricket. My grandfather played cricket 

and I am very proud of it and that is where my interest lasts. 

But anyway, at social level what happens in BCCI is totally 

condemnable. The other thing that happens is cancellation of 

music programme. People from all over the world come to 

perform. I think music and languages have no culture; they 

bind the entire world together. After the cancellation, the hon. 

Chief Minister intervened and said, ‘I will give you protection.’ 

If he had that opportunity, why did he not go ahead and attend 

the show to prove a point that, ‘yes, in my State, I will not let 
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this happen.’ He gives very mixed signal. So, the whole point 

is, this entire mandate that he has got … (Interruptions)  

 

I tell you one thing about power. When we are ordinary 

citizens, we can say whatever we want. But when we are 

elected representatives, we represent people and there is a 

certain decorum in Parliament when we come here, especially 

when we are debating intolerance, I think especially people 

who are in power … (Interruptions)  

 

Sir, this is where my objection is. Whoever heads the country 

and leads the country, is the father figure of the country and 

he is like the head of the family. When one is head of family, 

there are three ways of looking at it. I look at it when I look 

at my children. If my children do something wrong, if I 

participate  

 
This is my objection to the Government. The hon. Home 

Minister is very patiently listening here. Why can all his 

Members not listen? This is the problem with this party. … 

(Interruptions) This is the crux of the problem. Their senior 

leadership is entirely divided. That gives me pain. … 

(Interruptions) I appreciate what Shri Kiran Rijiju said. I was 

listening very patiently yesterday to what Meenakshi Lekhi 

said. She is a good friend of mine. I appreciate that she has 

really studied a lot and come here. This entire discussion is not 

whether beef is banned or who banned it or not. That is not 

the question. Even if it is banned and whoever banned it, we 

have objections. We may have differences on it.  

 

I appreciate that Shri Kiran Rijiju got up and clarified that he 

has no objection; each one should eat whatever one likes and 

live in whichever State one lives in. I represent Maharashtra. 

In Maharashtra it is banned, but in Goa it is not banned. So, 
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Maharashtrians can go to Goa and eat it, which is also fine with 

us. But what really happens in this banning is that when they 

all make such progressive statements- Arunji makes 

progressive statement- there are people in the party who 

 
 

There is an English saying; there is a good cop and a bad cop. 

So, some play good cop and some play bad cop. So, what is 

really the clean agenda of this Government? I think this is the 

time you really need to rise to the occasion and tell the nation 

that this is an opportunity that you have to clean up 

everything. … (Interruptions)  

 

This is an opportunity for them because they keep talking 

about Smart Cities. We are happy if you are making all our 

cities smart. We are very happy if you are making India digital. 

But do the issues like beef ban and ghar wapasi really come in 

Digital India and modern India that you keep dreaming of? You 

take us on this beautiful dream; you took this whole nation on 

the dream. I think the time has come when you put your heart 

to where your mouth is and really deliver the results that you 

are committed to. I think you really need to introspect because 

it is not about just returning. This is not the first time that 

literary people are returning awards. If in one go so many 

awards are coming back, at least rethink what it is. What Shri 

Jaidev Galla said in his speech is partially right and partially 

wrong. He said in his speech that if there is a Government in 

the State and a Government in the Centre, how is the 

Government in the Centre responsible for law and order? If the 

same Government is in the Centre – of BJP or anybody – and 

also in the State of Maharashtra which is also BJP, who do I 

turn to? When I want to look for my rights and all these wrong 

things are happening in my State, who do I turn to? Both are 

of the same party.  
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When you say, it is only a State subject, it is not only a State 

subject; when they come back to the Centre for help for 

everything, why are you not addressing this issue especially 

when their own colleagues are constantly talking about it? So, 

that is the answer I am looking for. … (Interruptions) Shri 

Rajnath Singh, I am looking for help from you. You said, ‘Give 

me solutions’. My solution is, ‘Please tell your Members of 

Parliament and your respected Ministers to think before they 

talk.’ That is the only solution. If they stop talking, we would 

not need this debate. … (Interruptions)  

 

It is not only about the society.  

 
He really works hard for two square meals and put his children 

through education for a better life. There are these two film 

actors whose contribution to ‘make in India’ is very good. So, 

let us not run down Shah Rukh Khan and Aamir Khan. They 

have contributed substantially globally for India. Why does it 

have to be somebody glamorous to make such news? Even if 

it is a common person, I think we owe it to those people. If 

they are feeling insecure, it is your duty because you are in a 

position of power and it is your job to do it. So, I take this 

opportunity to just remind them. Another thing which is 

constantly coming up in various speeches is the death of 

various people. It is very important. Whether it is Shri 

Dhabolkar, Shri Pansare or Shri Kalburgi, they are all very 

liberal three sons of this soil. They were definitely attacked by 

some format which is of intolerance. Mostly what happens is, 

there is a group called the Sanatan Sanstha in Maharashtra 

which endlessly talks.  

 

Shri Ashok Chavan has been Chief Minister of Maharashtra. He 

knows how much trouble this ideology costs. They all worked 

on it. It went even to the Central Government. So, I urge Shri 

Rajnath Singh to find out what is in the file on Sanatan 

Sanstha. They keep threatening noble and modern people in 
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Maharashtra. They write letters to them. Unfortunately, no 

action so far has been taken. My only urge is that two wrongs 

do not make a right. … (Interruptions)  

 

SHRI KIREN RIJIJU: You are asking the Home Minister to 

clarify on the Sanatan Sanstha. The file which we have gone 

through clearly states that the then Home Minister Shri 

Chidambaram had categorically stated in the file that there is 

no reason to ban that Sanstha. So, this is the decision of the 

then Home Minister. You cannot throw the ball in our court. … 

(Interruptions)  

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE: You are the Government now. … 

(Interruptions)  

 

SHRI KIREN RIJIJU: They have filed an affidavit in the court 

also.  

 

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order please. … (Interruptions)  

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE: This means, everything we did was 

right and they will follow the same rules. Thank you, Shri 

Rijiju. This means, you are reassuring that everything that our 

Home Minister did was right. Thanks for the compliments! So, 

just follow the same track. These are the issues. It is not an 

issue whether they were in Government or we were in 

Government. When something goes wrong, it takes a lot of 

conviction and courage to say that even if I was in the helm of 

affairs what happened was wrong. We admitted it.  

 

When Shri Dhabolkar was shot, our Government took the 

ownership and said it was wrong and we will do everything 

that we can. We even reached out to the Home Ministry at the 

Centre and asked them to help us to find out who these killers 

were. I take this opportunity to ask you to please look into 

what happened to Shri Pansare and Shri Kalburgi because 

these are really important sons of the soil who we have lost 
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for intolerance. I am not saying whether they are associated 

with you or us or anybody else. These are very serious issues. 

Even about the awards, so much has been said. When the 

Gujarat riots happened, Shri Vajpayee was at the helm of 

affairs here. Nothing was returned there because people were 

sure and confident that the man at the helm of affairs at the 

Centre was a liberal man. That is what India is looking for. … 

(Interruptions)  

 

I agree, you will have a greener India and a cleaner India but 

if it is not safe for me as a woman, we are not looking for that. 

I am speaking here as a woman. Whether for temple entry or 

some puja, some new trend has started. It was probably there 

but it was not boiling. So, do not stir the pot that does not 

need to be. Let me tell you one thing that we are looking for a 

model. You all keep saying: ‘Sabka Sath Sabka Vikas’. Even 

we women want to be in that ‘Sath’. These are great slogans.… 

(Interruptions)  

 

Haryana has just done this. I think, Sir, the time has come to 

rise to the occasion. Let us not get into petty politics. We have 

very many other issues. What my earlier speaker has said is 

true. There are mal-nutritional challenges, education 

challenges and health-care challenges. I would urge the hon. 

Rajnath Singh ji and make just one request, to make sure that 

his Ministers do not talk out of context and hurt anybody’s 

emotion. That is not what they are elected for. They took oath 

on the Constitution. If you are having these debates on 

Constitution, at least read it and follow it. That is all our 

suggestion. Thank you, Sir. 
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31.7.2017 

 

Situation arising out of reported incidents of 

atrocities and lynching in mob violence in the 
country 

 

DISCUSSION UNDER RULE 193 

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Madam thank you 

very much for giving me this opportunity to talk on such a 

sensitive issue. 

 

Firstly, I feel this whole House wholeheartedly needs to 

condemn every lynching that happened in this country. It does 

not matter who, which State and what it is. Actually, I was 

really disappointed with the lead speaker of the Ruling Party 

and I stand here as a woman who shares the pain of Saira Ji 

who lost her 15 year old son Junaid. In his speech, I was really 

disappointed that a senior Member like Hukmdeo Narayan Ji 

turned around  

This is not a random incident. … (Interruptions) 

 

HON. SPEAKER: No, he has not said like that. 

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE: When it happens, he did not show 

any sensitivity. I am a woman and as a mother, I objected to 

him. Madam, you may object it. I did not disturb him. He said 

a lot of disturbing things. So, let me not challenge you on that. 

He even talked about China offload and said  

 
I challenge him. If you really have the courage of challenging 

China, go and attack China. We will support you on this. So, 

do not take these things lightly. We were not talking about 

China. We were talking about lynching. He spoke about China 



Sansad Ratna Speaks | Parliamentary speeches of  

Smt. Supriya Sule 

  

156 

 

in his speech. Please check the record. If he has not spoken 

about China, I will withdraw my speech. So, do not talk of 

China. 

 
SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE: He talked about China in his 

speech. So, the whole point is that lynching is a very sensitive 

issue. What Paswan Ji said is absolutely right. We, in one 

voice, need to send a message to this country, does not matter 

which caste, creed, city, State or party we come from. We, as 

one Parliament, condemn it and that is the message this 

country is looking for in modern India. So, I think that is the 

resolution that we need to pass together which we will support 

as a group.  

 

I am so happy Kiren Rijiju is sitting here who has a very 

modern view on what people should eat, wear and think and 

he leads the Home Ministry. So, I am  looking at him with a 

lot of hope with the aspiring India that you talk about. You 

keep saying this is modern din, acche din. Then let us put our 

hand where our mouth is and deliver the things. Even the Shiv 

Sena unfortunately is not here. We had a lynching issue in 

Nagpur. All the Chief Ministers in this country, better late than 

never, have condemned it, I must say, be it the Jharkhand CM, 

be it the Rajasthan CM. But Maharashtra is the only State 

where the CM, who is so active otherwise, has not said one 

word against what happened in Nagpur, and there was no 

proof that that was beef. … (Interruptions) 

 

And, you are not from there. I never say that. Let me finish. 

You have every right to talk about it. The point is, if you are a 

vegetarian, how you would know what that meat looks like. I 

cook regularly. I cannot tell the difference between the two 

meats. What right did they have to hit that man in Nagpur just 

looking at his wife? All that the wife was saying was that she 

wants her husband to be alive and she wants justice. I did not 

want to bring here the Party issue. Both are from the BJP and 
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he was the General Secretary of the Minority Morcha of the 

BJP. What did the Chief Minister do? Did they say one word? 

Not one word came out. Did Shiv Sena condemn it? Nobody 

condemned it. This is what happened in my State. 

 

I must congratulate the Rajasthan Chief Minister. She had the 

courage to write an article against mob lynching. I compliment 

her. Better late than never, but she did it. I also compliment 

the Chief Minister of Jharkhand. He had the decency to sack 

the SP there. But in our State he has not done it. Maharashtra 

has not done that, and Maharashtra is a modern State. In our 

State we never had such issues in the last 50 years. So I urge 

you to take this opportunity and see why eating beef is an 

issue. If you can talk about consuming fruit, if the Goa CM can 

talk about it, importing it from Karnataka, why cannot 

Maharashtra do the same thing? As a 

woman I am asking you for justice today. I would urge you to 

find out why.  

 

You talk about ahimsa. YourGovernment talks about Yoga Day. 

What is yoga about? 

 

 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE : I am sorry, Madam. 

You talk about Yoga Day. We are all happy to do yoga. We are 

proud of our Indian culture. What does yoga tell you first? 

Yoga’s third posture is astha. 

First is yam. Yam teaches first about ahimsa. So, why do we 

not all say that Yoga Day is not about just doing Surya 

Namaskar but it is about ahimsa, and that is the message this 
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country needs. So I would urge the hon. Prime Minister that 

this is what is needed. This is not just to the nation. We are 

happy to follow something which is of interest. He should tell 

his cadres first. This has unfortunately 

happened in my State. I am so ashamed that my State, being 

a modern State which I am proud about, has not given us 

result while other States in this country have done so. So I 

urge him to do that. 

 

I would just like to say one or two things only. What happened 

to Junaid is very unfortunate, and that person who did this to 

him is out on bail today. Is this the justice system you want to 

give? I think we condemn it. We all have to find out a way to 

ensure that if somebody is caught in mob lynching or in any 

lynching--does not matter who he is or where he is from--he 

should not get bail. I think we, as a House, need to send a 

message to this country that first we should make new 

regulations that nobody can get bail after killing somebody’s 

15 year old child. I cannot even think what it is. 

 

What is about food and consuming? Shri Arvind Sawant made 

such a modern statement. I was very happy to see that. But 

what about that poor radio jockey of Mumbai, Malishka? All 

she did was, she made a simple song against the potholes of 

Mumbai. The BJP-Shiv Sena Government has given her a 

notice. Is this really the freedom we are looking at- what you 

eat, what you drink, what you  wear, what you say? She is just 

an RJ, young jockey, young woman trying to 

strive a career. Madam, this is complete injustice. So, I urge 

you and I just want to quote this last one point. I do 

understand that you are short of time. I would just like to 

make this point. 

 

Why are people eating beef? There is a Professor Michael 

Gordon who is Irish. He has spent his entire life in Africa. All 

he is saying is that some of this meat in the low cost income 

category people needs to be consumed because it a 
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high proteiner. So I would urge the Government that if you 

want a lot of people free from mal-nutrition issues, give a 

solution. Give dal to the entire country, give all the BPL 

dharaks free dal from tomorrow. I am sure they will be happy 

to change their diet. Why not give that? So if you are not giving 

them beef to eat, then you give them good dal.  

 

There is something we can all debate on but you cannot tell 

me what to eat. At one time you are saying you want to change 

this India and make it a just India. You want to get rid of mal-

nutrition. How can you do this with all these kinds of issues 

going on? So I think you really need to look at the larger 

picture, and it is no religion which tells you to do anything. I 

come from a family of an atheist father and a God-loving 

mother. That does not mean my father never told me not to 

go with my mother nor did my mother tell me to come and 

join her. India is very modern and so is the Hindu 

religion. Shri Farooq Abdullah is sitting here. He comes to 

Maharashtra 100 times. He comes to temples with all of us. 

He has gone to Shri Nishikant Dubey’s temple in his 

constituency. He has been there. So, we all go with this. So 

how does it matter? Why are we dividing India? 

 

Today a lot of people have talked about Lohia Ji so much. I 

was a little amused because so many people talked about 

Lohia Ji. If I remember, I think Deen Dayal Upadhyay Ji in the 

1960s lost an election and Lohia Ji did not help him win 

the election. Lohia Ji had very strong views about Jan Sangh 

at one time. I quote Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyay Ji’s political 

diary, 30th April, 1962. Glancing through Press cuttings, I 

came across a news item in the National Herald dated 27th 

March, 1962, reporting a speech of Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia at 

Allahabad. In this speech, Dr. Lohia, who stressed on the need 

of communal harmony, is further reported to have said that 

he would not like to enter into controversy whether Jan 

Sangh was the communal body or not. But he was sure that 

Jan Sangh by its policies and activities was widening the gulf 
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between the Hindus and the Muslims. That is not what India is 

all about and I think that is the change we need to bring 

In. 

 

The 21st Century is an era of digital India. This is not a debate 

what digital India is about. So, I would just like to end with 

one quick quote, which I say with heavy heart, from Rousseau 

from The Social Contract: 

 

“Every man having been born free and master of himself, no 

one else may under any pretext whatever subject him without 

his consent. To assert that the son of a slave is born a slave is 

to assert that he is not born a man.” 

 

Thank you, Madam. 
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25.7.2018 

Flood and drought situation in various parts 

of the country  
 

DISCUSSION UNDER RULE 193 

 

*SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): The per 

capita live storage in India is about 209 m3 based on 

population of 2011 – for Russia 6103 cubic meters, for Brazil 

3145 cubic meters. a per capita water availability of less than 

1700 cubic meters (m3 ), is termed as a water-stressed 

condition whereas if per capita availability falls below 1000 m3 

, it is termed as a water scarcity condition. in India, the per 

capita availability is reducing progressively owing to increasing 

population from 2209 cu.m. (cubic meter) per year in 1991 to 

about 1545 cu.m. per year in 2011. To increase the live per 

capita water storage as well as per capita water availability in 

the country, the Committee recommended creation of storage-

based water resources projects on appropriate sites can result 

in increased per capita live storage capacity. As agriculture 

statistics released by the Ministry of Agriculture, only 5.6% of 

the net sown area is under micro irrigation.  

 

Committee recommended undertaking a study on the efficacy, 

merits, viability or sustainability of traditional water 

recharge/harvesting techniques in India. In Drip irrigation, 

water is delivered at the root zone of the crops through 

emitters like drippers, micro sprinklers. This method has less 

water requirement resulting in water saving, higher fertilizer 

application efficiency, energy conservation, higher water use 

efficiency, and is feasible in different terrains and suitable for 

problematic soils and prevention of water logging.  

 

*Speech was laid on the Table. 
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The Committee also note that through 'fertigation' process in 

sprinkler/drip irrigation systems, more efficiency is achieved 

by combining fertiliser as well as water soluble fertilizers, 

thereby increasing fertilizer use efficiency from 80 to 90 per 

cent. Committee recommended that the Ministry should also 

come up with novel initiatives to incentivise the State/UTs to 

adopt Sprinkler and Drip irrigation systems and also take steps 

to promote 'fertigation' across the country.  

 

In a research study on flood and drought management 

practices in India, transfer of surplus monsoon water to 

storage structure include creation of groundand suface-water 

storages, integration of small reservoirs with major reservoirs, 

integration basin planning; inter-basin transfer of water, etc. 

Long term adaption involves the development of community-

based natural resources management plans, developed and 

implemented through a participatory approach and making full 

use of traditional knowledge. These practices are being 

implemented in Maharashtra and the Standing Committee on 

Water resources has acknowledged these achievements. It 

also recommended their replication in other States. The 

Committee are fully convinced that there is an imperative need 

to remove the encroachment and for repairing, renovating and 

restoring the water bodies not only to improve the health of 

Water Bodies but also to ensure a positive impact on the 

Accelerated Irrigation Benefits Programme.  

 

Taking cognizance of the significance of the Remote Sensing 

Technique in monitoring the Irrigation projects, the Committee 

recommended the Ministry to set up and maintain well-

established infrastructure/arrangements for obtaining better 

resolution imageries within this financial year, which would 

cost effective as well – in the long run. The Committee note 

that under the National Aquifer Management (NAQUIM) 

programme initiated since 2012, only an area of 5.5 lakh sq. 

km. has so far been mapped and 23 lakh sq km remain to be 

trapped for which Rs. 3000 crore is needed. Committee noted 
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that although a total outlay of Rs. 3319 crore has been made 

for 12th Plan (2012-2017) for the scheme of Ground Water 

Management and Regulation with Aquifer Mapping as one of 

the components, a total expenditure of only Rs. 146.48 crore 

has been made on Aquifer Mapping upto June, 2016. 

Committee opined that the monitoring and implementation 

works under NAQUIM be intensified by the Government. 

'Water budgeting' is an accounting of all the water utilized by 

the system that flows into and out of a project area. Proper 

water budgeting is helpful to conserve water from rainfall and 

surface run off to the extent possible.  

 

Since 'Water Budgeting' is an efficacious technique for 

judicious and efficient use of water in the country, the 

Committee strongly recommended that appropriate guidelines 

be issued by the Government to all State/UTs, Central 

Institutions/bodies and local bodies to promote and popularize 

the concept of 'Water Budgeting' all through the country. 

Committee recommend that the Ministry/Government institute 

a study on viability of introducing piped-water supply to the 

field – which will definitely reduce losses in water conveyance 

losses in canals and ensure water availability to tailend 

farmers as well on a large-scale. For the 'Per Drop More Crop' 

component of the Prime Minister's Krishi Sinchai Yojana 

(PMSY), the Committee recommended performance 

evaluation of the project. What are the physical and financial 

achievements under PMKSY, so far? Standing Committee 

recommended study of the impact of climate change on water 

resources conservation in the country, so that a pragmatic 

solution could be found to meet the adverse effects of climate 

change on water resources conservation.  

 

The inter-linking of rivers has the potential for addressing the 

twin problems of water scarcity and flooding in the country. 

The Committee recommended the Ministry to take fresh 

initiatives for technology transfer from other countries, for 

emulating the successful models of other countries/states 
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suited to the needs of the country. The Committee have also 

been informed about the  , which has led to an increase in 

water use efficiency, and their innovation for efficient and 

sustainable water use that has made them international leader 

in developing water-saving technology in agriculture. Salient 

feature include: Treatment and reuse of almost all of the 

nation's domestic waste water for irrigation in the agricultural 

sector. The importance of treated effluent was recognised by 

the Israel Government and the concept of considering effluent 

as resource instead of nuisance was adopted. With 

governmental support, sewage infrastructures were developed 

and upgraded nationwide, which enabled them to turn the 

environmental hazard to valuable resources. The use of 

treated water in the country was about 0.450 BCM per year in 

2014.  

 

It may be noted that the Israel is using 86% of the effluent 

produced in the country as on date and planning for using 90% 

of the effluent produced. In view of scarcity of water, the 

brackish water was progressively being used for irrigation and 

industry. The use of brackish in the year 2010 was about 0.175 

BCM per year. The total capacity created for destination of sea 

water and brackish water by the end of 2015 was about 0.537 

BCM per year. Another 0.150 BCM capacity was under 

planning/construction. Development of new crop strains that 

provide 10 times higher yield with the same amount of water; 

Pioneering work in drilling exceptionally deep wells.  

 

Reaching 1,500 metres and pump settings as high as 500 

metres; Controls of algae blooms in reservoirs for reused 

water Innovative, multi-tiered water safety methods, early 

warning systems and other technologies. The aim is to 

minimize costs and to charge water tariffs that are as 

reasonable as possible. Efforts should be made to minimize 

cross-subsidization between the various sectors when fixing 

water tariffs. This is in contrast to the practice ollowed in India, 

where the power to agriculture is highly subsidised. Since 
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power is a main component of the cost of ground water 

extraction, the availability of cheap/subsidised power in many 

states has resulted in greater extraction of this resource.  

 

In the light of declining levels of groundwater in the country, 

the Standing Committee on Water Resources has 

recommended that the practice of free supply of electricity to 

farmers for extraction of ground water be regulated. The 

village community in the three (3) districts, The aquifer-based 

participatory ground water management pilot projects in the 

three districts of Satara, Jalna and Beed in Maharashtra was 

undertaken under Maharashtra Water Sector Improvement 

Project (MWSIP), aided by World Bank.  

 

The local community in each village was organised into Gram 

Panchayat Level Committee (GPLCS), having their own by-

laws, whose Executive Committees were elected through 

democratic elections; The GPLCs deliberated on current 

ground water situation and adopted appropriative intervention 

to improve ground water efficiency, reduce ground water 

extraction and arrest declining of water levels; The community 

manages aquifer with the help of NGO as per the Ground 

Water Management Action Plan (GWMAP); Based on the 

capacity of the aquifer and availability of surplus runoff, the 

artificial recharge structures were finalized. The same aquifer 

based participatory ground water management is being 

replicated in 'Jal-swarjya' project (of Maharashtra Rural Water 

Supply and Sanitation Department) - which is being 

implemented in 7 districts of the State. The Committee have 

also been apprised of the successful implementation of ground 

water management by Gram Panchayat in Hiware Bazar, 

Ahmednagar district, Maharashtra.  

 

This which was achieved through water budgeting leading to 

change in cropping pattern; use of Drip/Sprinkler irrigation on 

the demand side, construction of rain water harvesting 

structure, e.g. earthen bunds, percolation tanks, stone bunds, 
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check dams, trenches etc.; and revival of water bodies on the 

supply side. This successful ground water conservation model 

to be replicated in all states. Under the project of Reuse of 

treated wastewater at Naval Civilian Housing Colony, Mumbai 

treated wastewater used for irrigation of green landscape, 

parks/gardens and plantations. Approach: A decentralized 

system installed in the residential housing colony treats 

domestic wastewater (both black and grey) using soil 

biotechnology (SBT). Outcome: Treated wastewater is used 

locally to maintain an estimated green area of 2.2 acres (0.89 

hectares). It is also used for meeting 180 days of horticultural 

water requirements.  

 

The decentralized system has reduced the colony's 

dependence on water tankers. 'Shirpur Pattern and 

Angioplasty in 'Water Conservation' utilises low cost 

technology for water conservation. Mr. Suresh Khanapurkar a 

retired geologist has designed and developed a low cost 

technology driven solution to conserve ground water 

resources. Shirpur taluka, Dhule district of Maharashtra – only 

12.94% of its land under cultivation is irrigated. The main idea 

was to arrest the rainwater locally and strictly not allow it run 

away to the river.  

 

The objectives of Shirpur pattern are as follows:  To increase 

the water table of the region so that water would be available 

round the year;  To increase irrigation facilities from 10 to 12% 

to 80% in all the villages;  To enable farmers to have access 

to water and thereby increase their agricultural productivity by 

facilitating them to grown two to three crops a year;  To ensure 

safe drinking water supply to the villagers;  To ensure water 

availability to rural artisans and rural entrepreneurs. To 

achieve this he thought of incorporating the following 

components a) Recharging of wells from nearby canals and 

dams; b) Constructing cement structures (bunds) on streams; 

c) Widening and deepening of streams; and d) Removal of the 

impervious layers in the stream (Angioplasty technique)  
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Firstly a stream is considered as a unit. The stream on which 

check dams are to be constructed is studied with great details 

with the help of topography sheets/maps. Secondly, to 

increase the storage capacity of the shallow streams and trap 

each drop of water falling in that area it is dug from its source, 

making it 40 fit deep or little more and upto 80 ft wide and 

embankments are built so that the rain water would be 

harvested in maximum quantity. After each 100-300 m, 

concrete bunds (without gates) are constructed in it, so as to 

create large reservoirs from where water can be continuously 

percolated vertically and laterally.  

 

Thirdly removal of the impervious layers in the stream is a 

critical step in the process. Excavation upto 15-40 ft is 

necessary to reach the porous layers – PROCESS TERMED AS 

angioplasty in water conservation.  

 

The major outputs of the watershed work measured in terms 

of increasing the water level and storage is as follows: a) In 

basalt area the water level rose from 500 feet to 15 feet in 

summer and in the alluvial areas of Tapi the water level has 

come up from 280 feet to 80 feet. b) A minimum of 5 crores 

liters (50,000 m3 ) and a maximum of 15 crores litres 

(150,000 m3 ) of water has been stored because of widening 

and deepening of the stream. Total water conserved due to 

these dams is 400 million cubic feet (mcft). Consequentially 

the water level in the bore wells on either side of the bank of 

the stream up to two km distance has risenby 150 feet. c) In 

terms of increase in irrigated area it is observed that 1952 

hectares (4880 acres) has been irrigated. The average return 

on investment is 70% (varies between 114% to 73%) d) As of 

2016, farmers in the 55 villages have benefitted from this and 

earn minimum Rs. 4 to 5 lakh in just 4 acres of plantation. 

Despite scanty rainfall, water is available round the year in 60 

villages of Shirpur. e) The water revolution has drastically 

changed the lives of the farmer in the talukla. Their average 
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per capita income has increased by Rs. 2 lakh per hectare 

annually.  

 

Bhungroo system of irrigation which is an innovative water 

harvesting technique for irrigation introduced by Indian 

women farmers. It frees excess water from flood prone and 

waterlogged farmland by drawing all the excess water 

underground and making land accessible for farming. 

Bhungroo is a water harvesting technique that uses an 

injection module to store excess rain water underground. 

Farmers can then use the same water for irrigation during 

summer and winter. The high level of salinity in many regions 

of Gujarat and other states of India often creates an 

impermeable white on brown layer that prevents water from 

penetrating the soil, leaving the surface waterlogged. The 

Bhungroo allows this excess water to flow directly into the 

underground aquifer. Salient features of Bhungroo Irrigation: 

Bhungroo is a Gujarati word meaning "straw" – a pipe between 

10-15 cm (4-6 inch) diameter is inserted into the soil at places 

where water logging is a problem. So during monsoons, the 

excess water drains down the pipe, gets filtered, and then 

flows down to natural aquifers deep below the soil where it can 

stay until it is needed during the dry seasons. It means that in 

the monsoon season farmers can grow crops because their 

land is not too wet. In the dry seasons of winter or summer 

they can use pumps to draw up the stored water and irrigate 

their land.  

 

I urge the Government to undertake measures to implement 

the above proven water conservation models across the 

country. 
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30.7.2018 

 

Statutory Resolution Re: Disapproval of 

Criminal Law (Amendment) Ordinance, 2018 
And Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 2018 

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Sir, thank 

you for giving me this opportunity. I, on behalf of my party, 

stand to speak on this very important and critical Bill. I stand 

here in support of the Bill. I would first like to say that this is 

not just a legislation, this is a social trauma and stigma as a 

society that we live in and exist. I always believe that I 

represent the 21st century of India where gender was equal. 

I was born in Mumbai and was the only child of my parents. 

The society that I grew in was very gender equal and fair and 

just. But it is unfortunate that at this stage of our lives when 

we are talking about digitalisation and a modern world that we 

are looking at which is looking much smaller, are we really 

becoming a regressive society that rape and crime and against 

women has gone up?  

 

Sir, I appreciate and respect what the Government has 

brought forward as a legislation but this takes me back to the 

Kopardi incident in Maharashtra which happened where a 

young girl was raped and brutally killed. Now, what has 

happened because of this case is not just an isolated incident. 

The entire society got shaken. If you go to Kopardi today, girls 

are scared of going to school. Come evening and if they miss 

a bus, they do not want to go back to school the next day. So, 

I think, we have to look at the entire holistic picture as a 

country. I do not think this is about data.  

 
I was embarrassed by the fact that so many times the State of Maharashtra 
was mentioned by saying that the data is so high in the State of Maharashtra. 
I believe that if there is one rape victim, then it is shameful for all of us as a 
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society. Why are we going all the way up to rape? What about basic eve 
teasing? Girls drop out of schools and colleges several times because of eve 

teasing. रपे /बलाकार तो बहत गंभीर चीज ह,  ै लेि कन लििकय सेछेिछाि रोकनेके 

ि लएहमारा समाज या कर रहा है ? I do not remember being eve-teased in 
Mumbai when we went to college. But today if you go to rural India across 
anywhere, eve-teasing has become a huge nuisance and girls are dropping 
out of school and college. The other thing which as a society and which even 
earlier Members spoke is about the identity of the victim.  

 

The first thing is, media reaches there. Even people like us 

reach their homes. We are going to only show solidarity but 

really the identity of any person who goes through this kind of 

a torture has to be kept secret. We passed a law after Nirbhaya 

but it is not followed. Everybody knows the identity of that 

young lady or the young boy whoever goes through this. In a 

gender-neutral society, to leave boys out of this is, I think, 

completely a huge lacuna of the Bill. I would urge the hon. 

Minister to add ‘girls and boys’ because every child in India 

deserves protection. People have talked about police 

sensitivity and awareness. Even about the Bill regarding 

trafficking, the entire implementation of this Bill is going to be 

done by the States. It is a very good and a strong Bill here 

unless the States are completely sensitised.  

 

We did a very good programme when Shri R.R. Patil was the 

Home Minister then. He has unfortunately died now. That 

programme is called the Tanta Mukti Programme where every 

village had a council. There were about ten to fifteen 

representatives who would try and salvage all the fights and 

the arguments in the village. So, why do not you start a 

Villagers Committee where vigilance is done even by people? 

Only police intervention is not going to help. We, as a society, 

have to step up to make a difference. You could even take 

steps to get a vigilance group in every village like we have 

Tanta Mukti in Maharashtra. Why do not you bring in vigilance 

groups as an authority which make the elders of the village 
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head it and see which girl is coming and which boy is behaving 

badly? It just becomes as elders of the family. They are not 

interfering in anybody’s life but they are a silent vigilance 

team. If you could give them some kind of an authority, it will 

help us. I am not saying hat you should give them the power 

of making a decision but you should give them the power to 

protect our daughters. That would make a huge difference.  

 

We have a concept of Vishakha Committees in Maharashtra in 

every organisation. Even if it is a ten-people office, Vishakha 

Committees are formed. But are they really implemented? 

They are not. Even when you are eve-teased or somebody 

says something which a woman feels as not appropriate, you 

can go up to that Committee and that Committee takes up that 

matter. Why cannot we have a pan-India programme like this 

where a woman has a right outside the police station, where 

she can go and ask for her rights? Sometimes men are not 

necessarily aware of these things. I would not say that all men 

are insensitive. I am so happy that so many male Members 

have spoken on this issue. It shows the sense of the House 

and the sensitivity of this House.  

 

Another issue which needs to be expanded and discussed is 

the issue of cyber crime. A lot of women are highly exploited 

due to cyber crime. How are we going to look at that part also? 

It is a ghastly crime. All women-related issues have to be re-

looked at. It does not mean that the old legislation was bad 

but with the new technology coming in today, there is so much 

exploitation of even married women and young girls by cyber 

crimes. The entire sexual abuse and the scope of it is getting 

increased. I would like the hon. Minister to throw some light 

on this issue so that we can sense and in one voice we should 

sound of protecting every child and not just the girl child in 

this House.  

 

I would like to bring to the notice of this House that 

Maharashtra is going through a very difficult situation. Beti 
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Bachao-Beti Padhao is something which Maharashtra did 25 

years ago and we are proud that Governments and 

Governments are continuing this process. But the data of 

Maharashtra in the last three years shows that the number of 

female foeticides has gone up. There is a complete imbalance 

in the ratio. Obviously, there is something going wrong 

somewhere. Legislations do not make social change. In 

schools, bad touch and good touch are being taught. All these 

awareness programmes are being brought up. People do not 

like to talk about sex education in our society but we really 

need to talk about it. It can be debated openly. I am not saying 

that it is a right thing or the wrong thing but it can be one of 

the avenues to reach and find out the reality.  

 

In Marathi, there is a word called ‘vikshipta’. Nobody can even 

think of abusing a child. So, there is some deep psychological 

problem with this human being who does not deserve to be in 

the society. I would like to take up the point mentioned by 

Prof. Saugata Roy here. Even I was wondering here whether 

we are regressive in this law but when I put myself and my 

child in it, of course, no child deserves to be abused in this 

country, rape is a far thing. So, he must be hanged and must 

be severely punished. As a society, we really need to see that 

no child is abused. Even regarding the PCPNDT Act, the State 

Committees are not implementing it. The law today will be 

formed but is it really going to trickle down?  

 

I think, as a member of the society, I would like to reiterate 

that legislation do not make social changes. Social changes 

will take generations. I used to always feel that education 

makes the difference, but education does not make the 

difference. In a family, even if the husband and wife are 

educated, they want one child and, unfortunately, they will 

always say that they want a boy. So, social change just does 

not come with education. Legislation will enhance the process. 

But that does not help bringing down the crime to zero. 

Therefore, I would like to urge upon the hon.  
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Minister that from the top we have to send a message that 

there would be zero tolerance against any crime against any 

women and any child and the Government should implement 

it to the best of its ability. I would like the Minister to tell us 

as to what more we can do as a society to make the change. 

With these words, I support the Bill and I congratulate the 

Minister for bringing forward this Bill. 

  



Sansad Ratna Speaks | Parliamentary speeches of  

Smt. Supriya Sule 

  

174 

 

28.12.2018 

Statutory Resolution Re: Approval of 

Proclamation by President in Relation to 
State of Jammu and Kashmir 

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE : Madam, I am thankful 

to you for giving me this opportunity on this very sensitive Bill. 

28.12.2018 137 I stand here with a heavy heart because 

Jammu and Kashmir is one of the prettiest States that we 

have, and which we all know, is in turmoil for the last several 

years. I would make a request to the hon. Home Minister in 

this regard.  

 

I want to ask him a couple of questions. Firstly, what is really 

the reason of imposing the President’s Rule there? The reason 

being, we have not seen the Interlocutor’s Report. Neither do 

we have Mr. Vohra’s Report nor have we seen the late Dileep 

Padgaonkarji’s Report. I am sure, to the present Government, 

the Governor must have reports about the status of Jammu 

and Kashmir which is going through one of its most difficult 

times.  

 

I still remember while I was sitting on that side, and Rajnathji 

was on that side, and Sushmaji was saying from here:  

“

 
 

there, the hon. Prime Minister, after meeting the Sarpanches, 

tweeted that ‘this has been one of the best turnouts in 

elections.’ So, if Sarpanches elections can be held so well, why 
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do we need article 356? Why do we need President’s Rule 

there? So, why are we not going for elections there?  

 

I was just talking to Dr. Abdullah before that General Hooda 

and Ex-DGP, Rajendra Singh are all saying that it is a disaster. 

These statements are in the public domain. So, I would urge 

you that this is not the time for bullets; we need a good 

election. I would like to take this opportunity. I would not talk 

about Bommai Judgment and all that, but I would take us back 

to what Dr. B.R. Ambedkar had said in a small quote. When 

there was a discussion on article 356, and he introduced it, at 

that time, Pandit Hriday Nath Kunzru said: “May I ask my hon. 

friend to make a point clear? Is it the purpose of article 278 

and 278A to enable the Central Government to intervene in 

provincial affairs for the good of the province?”  

 

What Dr. Ambedkarji said was: “No, no. The Centre is not 

given any authority in the Constitution.” There is one more 

limited point. When he was asked again: “What if there is such 

a misgovernment in the province to endanger public peace?”  

 

Then, Dr. Ambedkar said: “There are two ways of handling it. 

First, the Governor has to give a warning; -- (I am just reading 

it in short) – second, order an election allowing the people of 

the province to settle the mattes by themselves.”  

 

So, when the Constitution and Dr. Babasaheb have clarified 

this, what was the reason of this imposition when the elected 

Members were trying to form a Government, especially 

because Jammu and Kashmir is a very sensitive State. The 

faster they have their own Government, the better it is for the 

stability for us and the entire nation. Thank you. 

  



Sansad Ratna Speaks | Parliamentary speeches of  

Smt. Supriya Sule 

  

176 

 

24.7.2019 

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment 

Bill 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Hon. 

Speaker, Sir, I stand here actually with mixed feelings because 

there were two Bills which the UPA had got during the UPA 

regime. They are the NCTC Bill and the NATGRID Bill. I 

remember that at that time the hon. Home Minister Shri 

Chidambaram ji had put these forward and there were several 

States which had objected to these two Bills.  

 

I would like to quote a few statements about this. At that time, 

the Chief Minister of Gujarat had shown some objections to 

this and he had said: “If you accept the responsibility of State 

Governments, then it is your (Centre’s) duty to consult them 

before forming the laws.” He further said: “In the past few 

years, the Congress-led UPA Government in Delhi is damaging 

the federal structure of India and because of this the country 

may have to face dangerous situations. Their (Centre’s) latest 

initiative is that without asking or discussing with any State 

Government, overnight, they have tried to snatch away the 

responsibility of law and order from the States.” He also said, 

“In these backdoor activities in which these are being done, it 

is not only one act but there are several such actions which 

are an attack on the country’s federal structure.” This is what 

was said by the then hon. Chief Minister of Gujarat; he had 

shown these objections.  

 

So, I would like to ask for a clarification because I come from 

the State of Maharashtra which has seen the most devastating 

bombings in 2008. I have seen that pain. Terrorism is not 

something which is UPA versus NDA. I think this entire House 

stands completely for zero tolerance against any illegal 

activities against this country. So, I do not think we have any 
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conflict with the Government. We did even object then and we 

are not even objecting now, as long as we know there will be 

no people arbitrarily being arrested in this country. We need it 

for all to be targeted. 

 

 
है। What will be the time frame to complete the investigation when you call 
somebody even under suspicion? What will be your clarification on this?  

If the hon. Minister could explain to us when someone is 

arrested or reprimanded, then what will be time limit for their 

release? It has happened in my State. After Bhima Koregaon 
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issue, people have been arrested and right now, they are out 

because the court has given them relief. So, we have no 

clarity. We are going by the data which is available either 

through social activist or in the media. So, if some 

clarifications come from the hon. Minister, it will make us 

easier to have clarity of how you are going to implement this 

because the sense of the House on this side is that this should 

not be arbitrarily used.  

 

I actually would like to even talk about what Meenakashi Lekhi 

Ji said. She was absolutely right. She was talking about fear. 

People do live in fear in India, more so, after 2008. I come 

from a city which was exceptionally resilient. Mumbai was 

about survivors but after 2008, people are scared. But I would 

like to disagree with her little. She said fear of God and fear of 

love. Why should we fear of God? We should love God and we 

should not fear. I understand the context you said about it but 

rules and legislations are made for people and treat people 

safe. I do stand corrected about what you said in your speech 

that this is to scare terrorism. But is terrorism going to stop 

by just one intervention like this? No, it is not going to. So, let 

us not isolate this.  

 

Sir, I would like to point out one thing about which she talked 

about Mumbai. You will agree that it was a very complex case. 

We took a longer time because a lot of people were involved 

in it. This may expedite the process. So, I am not against it at 

all. If this is the way to curb terrorism, it is a welcome step. 

Please attach properties. But I would like to say that the hon. 

Prime Minister, who was the then Chief Minister has raised 

these objections about cooperative federalism. Could you try 

to clarify this? Was it just because we were in UPA that you 

objected at that time? Or have you changed your mind? Then 

Mr. Chidambaram’s stance, the decision he took five years 

back, vindicated. Maybe, had you agreed at that time to this, 

a few of these naxalite attacks would not have happened. I 
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think in the interest of nation, please reconsider it. Please 

clarify the nation.  

 

We are with you as long as we are very clear that there will be 

no misuse of this against any of these people - socialists, 

activists and terrorists. These three groups are totally 

different. If there are terrorists, yes there should be zero 

tolerance. If there are activists, the beauty of leadership is to 

listen. A good leader is a good listener. The leader has to be 

just. He has to be fair and he has to listen to what his people 

are saying. If an activist disagrees with the Government, what 

is wrong? You should encourage. That is the beauty of India’s 

democracy. So, I think let us not jumble in it.  

 

SHRIMATI MEENAKASHI LEKHI (NEW DELHI): All I am saying 

is that this guy disguised as activist, indulged in terrorist 

activities. …(Interruptions)  

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): I agree 

with what my personal and learned friend Meenakashi Lekhi 

was saying. I agree with her that if the activist is a terrorist, 

we will whole-heartedly support you in stopping it because it 

is all our children and our country which is getting affected. 

Even you were talking about looking at foreign bodies and 

looking at foreign countries. With several treaties—I will give 

you a small old emotional example for all of us—  

 
at that time, could we punish those people? We could not. I do 

agree that yes, we have several treaties. Could the hon. Home 

Minister clarify this? With several treaties, we have still not 

been able to go to a foreign land and arrest people.  

 

So, I think we need to strengthen our relationship which you 

are trying. I appreciate that. But what would be the roadmap? 

No activist, like it has happened in Maharashtra, should be 

harassed. Anand Teltumbde is a very classic example, where, 
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maybe, it is misused. I have no evidence. I would like to go by 

what Meenakashi Lekhi Ji had said. But let it be fair and just; 

and no misuse of power should be done in this country. Thank 

you.  
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7.8.2014 

Need to have stringent legislation to check 

increasing atrocities against women and 
children in the country  

 

DISCUSSION UNDER RULE 193 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I 

stand here on behalf of my party NCP to participate in this 

debate under rule 193 on the need to have stringent legislation 

to check increasing atrocities against women and children in 

the country. I wish more men spoke in this debate, including 

from my party, because they are the real perpetrators of 

atrocities against women. But I appreciate Shri Karunakaran 

for initiating this debate on such an important subject. At the 

same time, it has been a very good debate so far. But I am 

totally disappointed from the speech made by one of our senior 

members who has just come to Lok Sabha for the first time. I 

would like to flag it. Normally I do not criticize anybody but 

she took the entire debate, which was so serious, to UPA 

versus NDA battle.  

I think this issue is not about UPA or NDA, but it is an issue 

about livelihood, about citizens who are asking for equal rights 

in this country. Unfortunately she is not here now. She is an 

elderly woman. She is probably of my mother’s age. Sir, I 

come from a family which is very powerful with extremely 

strong women even if they are not in positions of power. I see 

my young sister Shrimati Poonam Mahajan sitting here. We 

come from the State of Maharashtra which has a great legacy 

of women power and equal rights to women, starting from 

Chatrapati Shivaji, who was a great warrior, to Jyotibha Phule, 

who was a great reformist, to Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar. This 

is the culture that we come from and we represent. Sahu 
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Maharaj and Ambedkar are all great leaders who have done a 

lot of work in social reforms.  

I was listening to Shrimati Geetha talking about an incident 

which has just happened to her. I am proud about my friends 

from the AIADMK who take Amma’s name every day. 

Everybody laughs about it. My point is, if the UPA members 

can take their leader’s name, if the NDA members can take 

the name of their leader, why can they not take the name of 

their leader even if she is a woman? It makes me so proud as 

a woman that in this entire country, where 07.08.2014 128 

women are considered as number two in position, there are 

major States, including Uttar Pradesh, which has had a woman 

Chief Minister. I think the best part is, last week when there 

was the issue of defaming Amma’s name on the Sri Lankan 

Defence Ministry’s website, there were 37 men who stood here 

and defended a woman. This is the sense of this House. So, 

let us not take it to petty politics.  

 

Atrocities committed against women and children are very 

serious issues. It is not a political issue. I have a lot of friends 

in the BJP with whom I have worked closely for several years 

on education, healthcare etc. There is Shri Anurag Thakur 

sitting there with whom I have worked closely even in the last 

Lok Sabha. When it comes to malnutrition, when it comes to 

healthcare, I do not think anybody has a different view on it. 

I am so happy that Maneka ji is sitting here. She has brought 

out a very important issue. All of us may have differences 

whether in the Juvenile Act, the age should be 16 or 18.  

I think we really need to debate this because there are a lot of 

views from different people. I think a lot of NGOs, who work 

in this field, have reached out to her as well. But here the 

discussion is about humanity. We have made so many 

legislations and none of our lives has changed by any 

legislation, if you really ask me. Today we have dowry deaths, 
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across party. To give you an example of my State where I 

come from, Konkan is an area which is very developed. A lot 

of my friends from Shiv Sena come from there. We are so 

proud to say that there is no concept of dowry in the entire 

Konkan area in Maharashtra. But, if you go to Marathwada, it 

is exactly the contrast situation. Unless there is dowry, there 

is no marriage in that area. So, these are all social issues and 

only legislations are not going to make change.  

I think, Kakoli Ghosh talked about Punjab. My friend, who is a 

Minister here now in the Union Cabinet, has worked very hard 

to save every girl child. I actually take offence when people 

say ‘girl child’. You do not say ‘boy child’. I think these are all 

the issues which we really need to take up and the sense of 

the entire House is that we want to fight against this. 

Legislations are made. I think the Madhya Pradesh 

Government has started a girl child programme. It is a great 

intervention. Maharashtra has shown great improvement. We 

were 846 about three years ago; today we are 915. We have 

shown a huge development. It is only due to interventions of 

all the parties. Every party in Maharashtra has risen over this 

entire political game and worked for social causes.  

I would like to quote the saying of Dr. Ambedkar: “A reformer 

who defies society is much more courageous than a politician 

who defies a Government.” So, here today the sense of the 

House is this. I think, legislations will be made whether it is 

dowry, whether it is our young children, we must make them, 

but sensitization of all our Members is essential. I will give you 

a small example. We all work here as women. As Geetha said, 

we are 61 of us here. There are little comments. If a woman 

aggressively talks, my male colleagues only tell me: “She is a 

bit over smart and an aggressive woman.” What is wrong in 

it? Can only men be aggressive? If a woman asks for her right, 

why cannot she? She is looked at badly and it is said: “Oh my 

God, his wife is a little aggressive. She is not very nice.” If she 

is a meek, sweet lady because the Indian ethos is,  
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That is the real image of an Indian mother. It is because, when 

there is enough food in the house, every Indian mother will 

first feed her entire family. If there is anything left, she will 

get it. That is why 75 per cent women of this country are 

anaemic today. That is why, my friend Geetha also was asking 

for rights. What did she say while asking them? She said, I 

beg for it. That is what we have to change. Geeta, it is not to 

be begged; you have to demand your rights. That is the 

change we have to bring.  

I think, the sense of this House is very positive. We would even 

urge Maneka ji and her entire Government – I can talk on 

behalf of all of us sitting here –that in any social causes, we 

would be proud to be part of you as long as you promise us 

that you will not get a communal angle as your other 

colleagues got. Let us all rise to the occasion and give dignity 

to every citizen – man, woman, child – of this country.  
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6.5.2015 

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 

Children) Bill, 2014 
 

GOVERNMENT BILL 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Thank you. I stand 

here on behalf of my Party but I hate to admit that I stand on 

the floor of the House in dilemma regarding this Bill. I am a 

mother of a teenager. I have a 16-year old child and a 13-year 

old child in my house, who are opposite personalities. For 

several years, I have worked in education. So, I have dealt 

with a lot of children.  

Overall, this Bill is very positive. What she has done for 

adoption, I must compliment the Ministry for the intervention 

they have done because my family has adopted two children 

and I saw the pain that the mother goes through when she 

cannot conceive and the trauma of getting the child and not 

being able to bring the child home. So, all the measures that 

the Ministry has taken are very welcome. But where I stand in 

my dilemma is whether 16 is good or 18 is good. I know this 

entire story of 16 and 18. when the UPA was in power, all of 

us went through this whole thing three years ago and at that 

time the entire policy was put on hold. So, I would like her to 

explain this because there are critics of this Bill also who have 

over a period of time worked with children, who have 

reservations on making 18 into 16. So, in her reply, if she 

explains this, it will be much appreciated.  

For years, I have lived in the city of Mumbai. Mumbai is a city 

which is very vibrant, which has a lot of child trafficking, child 

labour and a lot of serious issues. There is an NGO in Mumbai 

called Aangan. Together, the Mumbai Police and Aangan made 

exceptionally good shelters. The crime rate in any way is not 

very high in Mumbai but even if it is 0.1 per cent it is bad 
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because children are not supposed to be left vulnerable. 

Children need to be protected. That is the whole idea of this 

Bill, which is about care and protection. These shelters have 

made a great intervention. Crime has gone down and children 

are in proper homes. But that is one isolated example of 

success. What we really need is to run this pan India.  

A point was made by Shri Tathagat Satpathy. I associate with 

what he said. One Nirbhaya case is the reason why we are 

doing this. Laws cannot be made by emotions. When you are 

a mother of the daughter, you feel in every rape the person 

should be hanged. That is what every mother feels. Even I feel 

that way. But I am not just here standing here as a mother; I 

am a policy maker here. When you are the mother of the son, 

you feel he should be forgiven and given a chance. We cannot 

have gender differences. I would definitely like here to 

introspect and do it. I appreciate her dividing it into three 

categories where there is heinous crime to be treated 

differently but still there are a lot of people who have worked 

in this field, who have researched and who are probably critics 

and feel that because of the commitments that we have made 

internationally we should think of it. That is one clarification 

required.  

There is another aspect where Article 15 of the Constitution 

talks about protecting all our children. Now, are those below 

18 years of age children? For every mother, even if her son is 

of 40 years, he is a child. I do understand, it is not very 

realistic. But from 16 years to 18 years is a very small and 

very tender gap. Kids sometimes do not do things because 

they want to do but because they are under pressure. No 

mother gives birth to a criminal. She gives birth only to a child 

with circumstances. Even in the Nirbhaya case, I am not 

defending the boy who did it and who is 17 years of age today 

but he was on the streets of Delhi at the age of 11 and he has 

no family. In most of these cases where these children are 

going through these issues are not just poverty-stricken or 
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from broken homes or are orphans. That is something we need 

to look at in the larger picture. This is a very serious Bill which 

is going to have a social impact for a lot of people for 

generations to come.  

I think, we need to really see whether this reduction from 18 

to 16 is to be done. There are children at 15 years also. Are 

we going to cut it further? What is going to be the benchmark? 

If the Minister could kindly clarify what is the roadmap for the 

future we would definitely like to hear from here. There is 

another thought. What have the Verma Committee and the 

Parliamentary Standing Committee Report said? There are two 

cases in the Supreme Court – one of 2013, the Salil Bali case 

and another of 2014, Dr. Swamy case. In all these cases, they 

have said, ‘Do not reduce the age’. Why are these expert 

committees saying that it should remain at 18 and why does 

the Ministry say that it should be brought down to 16? I think, 

this really needs to be discussed.  

These are some areas where I find my own dilemma. The 

‘places of safety’ is something that we really need to look into 

because even in the State I represent we have a lot of homes 

and shelters but the basic abuse of children and young boys 

starts in these shelters in a lot of cases. There could be 

somebody who runs them who abuses these children. We have 

to look at this. Care and protection should be from both sides. 

It is not just that children commit the crime but it is even that 

the children suffer such crime and they go through it. I think 

there are very good preventive measures which the hon. 

Minister could talk about. 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Sir, I have just two 

points. I would like the hon. Minister to make sure that every 

child is protected and make sure that there is no conflict of 

this Bill with the Constitution; all the amendments have been 

mentioned earlier. This Bill is about psychology, sociology and 

legal aspect. That is the whole idea of getting this concept. I 

think, every child deserves a right to live; every citizen 
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deserves it. So, I think, whether it is 16 years or 18 years, she 

should definitely explain to us at length and convince us why 

it is so. We are happy to support it, but, at the same time, 

every child is an asset to this country. Their education, their 

livelihood, I think, is our responsibility especially of all of us 

who make decisions here. So, I hope that whatever choice we 

make for them is the right decision. Even if a child makes some 

mistake, of course relative what it is, but definitely he 

deserves a second chance.  

Thank you, Sir.  
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26.07.2016 

Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) 

Amendment Bill, 2016 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Sir, at the outset I 

would like to say that the Child Labour Amendment Bill, 2016 

is very important. The hon. Minister in his speech in Rajya 

Sabha mentioned that he himself had been a child labour. So, 

I think it is really important for us and he obviously 

understands the sensitivity of this issue. India comes from a 

very old cultural institution that the Indian families have. 

Indian family children work quite often. They help in domestic 

work. I remember reading about hon. Minister’s speech. He 

helped in agriculture, selling vegetables in his childhood. So, I 

would like to share with you that I also come from a family – 

though I did not have to do it – where my father definitely was 

a child labour. In that generation you did not call it child labour 

but called it helping your family. But times have changed.  

Socially education has changed and society changes and 

society evolves. What really upsets me today is in the 21st 

century when we are talking about digital India, we are talking 

about education, still India struggles with an issue of child 

labour and till today it is not just a financial issue but it is a 

social as well as actually a national shame to our country.  

Sir, hon. Kharge ji is not here but in his absence I would like 

to congratulate him that the whole idea of this Bill, when he 

brought it in 2012, was to eradicate complete child labour. I 

think India is probably one of the fastest growing economies 

in the world, a powerful nation but at the other side of the 

pendulum we are still struggling with child labour. I come from 

a city where child labour has been one of the biggest crises 

and unfortunately, these are people and young children who 

have migrated from various States. I remember hearing my 
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friend, Ranjita speak earlier. She extensively talked about the 

caste issue and the State issue, especially children from West 

Bengal and Bihar. These children are trafficked and brought to 

Mumbai for better opportunities and for financial gains. Now 

what is this Bill and why are we rushing it? It is because I am 

very confused about why this Bill is being rushed through and 

what the Government is really thinking. You have talked about 

14 to 18 years. People have talked extensively.  

My colleague, Kavitha, has just talked about hazardous issues. 

I would not like to repeat them but I want to ask one question. 

Am I confused, if you could just explain in your reply? First, 

we have the Juvenile Justice Act where we have lowered the 

age to 16 years. We have Right to Education which is 6 to 14 

years. Now in the Child Labour, we are talking about 

adolescence between 14 and 18. You are not giving him free 

and compulsory education after 14 years. Now what choice 

does he have? What happens between the age group of 14 to 

18? I work in a school where there is Kasturba Gandhi Balika 

Scheme where adivasi children are brought when they are 6 

years old into this Scheme. They are taught free and are given 

housing and hostel.  

It is a wonderful scheme but only up to the eighth standard. 

Now what does that girl do who comes from an adivasi pada 

as we call them in our region? You bring her out of the adivasi 

culture. You bring her into a city under Right to Education. You 

educate her all the way till the eighth standard. But what 

happens after eighth standard when she is 14 years. So what 

is the purpose of this Bill? Can you clarify your Government’s 

stand because there are three different Bills, all connected to 

children? One talks about the age at 14 years. One talks about 

16 years and other one talks about 18 years. So, what is really 

a child? What is adolescence for your Government? How will 

you converge these three?  

What Tathagat Satpathy was saying is true. I do stand here as 

a mother as well. No mother wants her child to work. It is not 
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a choice any mother wants. But now you are leaving them with 

no option because of this confusing signal which you are 

giving. You talk about Skill Development Programme. It is a 

welcome initiative but if the child is left out at 14 years, when 

will you skill him? Are you skilling him at 14 years? Obviously, 

not in the eighth standard so that child has to reach up to 12th 

standard and only then he or she can be skilled. Now what 

does he do between 14 and 18? This is the most critical period. 

These children who are in that age group are at the high risk 

families. Exactly the high risk comes between 14 and 18.  

I was just talking to Asadbhai also. We were extensively 

talking about the zari workers where these children are 

vulnerable. Kavithaji said that there are more girls but I 

disagree with her. It is not only the girls. Even the boys are 

highly vulnerable, especially the ones who are trafficked into 

Mumbai. Yes, the girls which are trafficked are not for labour 

but they are trafficked purely for prostitution and not for child 

labour. The ones who are trafficked otherwise are purely boys 

who are used in all these hazardous jobs. So we urge you to 

find a solution.  

As a matter of record the Railways have done it. The Ministry 

of Home Affairs has to intervene. The Ministry of Human 

Resource Development has to intervene. I feel terrible that 

today a Minister of Labour is talking about child labour. Why 

do we even need to discuss it? If we really want to eradicate 

it, why does the Ministry of Human Resource Development or 

Women and Child not take ownership of this Bill or even the 

Ministry of Home Affairs. This is really not your subject 

because if we are eradicating it, it should never come under 

the Department of Labour. What the Railways is doing now? 

The Railways has taken a very welcome step. They have 

started a child line. Now I would request you to even share 

this information with them. How are these children trafficked? 

They are trafficked mainly through Railways. So, has this child 

line been effective? It is not a very easy subject which can just 
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be discussed over three hours. We all do get emotional about 

it and I agree and none of us want to see this. You have talked 

about all these hazardous works. What about beggars? You go 

in Mumbai anywhere. There will be some girl who is selling 

gazra to you. Somebody is selling books. Somebody is selling 

a map. There is child labour right outside your house. What 

are we doing about it? The Maharashtra Government tried to 

it.  

I remember the earlier Minister in Maharashtra, Shri R.R. Patil, 

who is, unfortunately, no more worked very closely with CRY 

as well as Pratham as an institute. They built a lot of shelters. 

Now the Bihar Government is trying the same exercise. But 

how good are these shelters? You are making a Bill. What is 

the solution? Who is monitoring these systems? There is no 

monitoring. Ashramshalas are there. What is the quality of 

education there? I think it is a very complex issue. I do not 

think we should rush into pass it. The Government has 280 

Members, anyway, for the next three years. So, why is the 

Government rushing it through? If you can give it some time, 

then it would be good. We are putting rules and just by brining 

in this tomorrow nothing is going to change. So, the point is 

whether we are looking at diluting whatever you are saying as 

`family’ because `uncle and aunty’ 

everybody has talked about it extensively 

I think this entire thing 

of `family’ and looking at what your Government’s agenda on 

`hazardous’ is what I would like to know. My main point is that 

between RTE, Juvenile Justice Act and Child Labour, if you 

could get one age block for all three, you will be giving a clear 

signal. Right now the Government is talking in three different 

directions of age. So, I would like to urge the hon. Minister to 

have complete clarity on this.  

We have faith in you for the reason that you yourself had been 

a child labour in today’s technical labour. So, I would like to 
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urge you to think with a heart so that every child who is born 

in this country or the world deserves a good quality education 

and right of dignity in labour. Whatever a child does, he should 

do it with pride. Whatever has happened in the past, we cannot 

change. But we can definitely change the future of the children 

of our nation and I think, we owe it to our children.  

Thank you.  
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28.12.2017 

Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on 

Marriage) Bill, 2017 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Thank you very much. 

I on behalf of my party, stand here in support of the Muslim 

Women (Protection Rights of Marriage) Bill, 2017. But we 

definitely would like to make some suggestions and 

interventions.  

Sir, I come from a State which is an exceptionally progressive 

State of various saints and reformers. Maharashtra was the 

State where Shivaji was born, Shahu Maharaj led the reforms 

of Women’s education and women’s equal rights. We have 

women like Rajmata Jijau, Ahilyabai Holkar, Tara Rani, Chand 

Bibi, Savitribai Phule, Fatima B Sheikh, Anandibai Joshi, 

Tarabai Shinde. There has been an endless long list of women 

who got equal rights, be it in good governance, be it in building 

our State, the nation and they have been real pride not just to 

our State but to our nation.  

Sir, what you said in your opening speech is true that today it 

is not a Bill just of making a legislation, it is an emotional Bill 

for every women in this nation, not just Muslim women 

because those women are also our sisters and rightful citizens 

of the State. But Sir, I just want to highlight something which 

is probably not appropriate for me to say but I stand here to 

represent men and women. But today, I stand here as a 

woman where I have to think even from my heart and there 

are two or three interventions which the hon. Member from 

the BJP Treasury Benches said which I thought were slightly 

objectionable, so, you may kindly clarify in your reply. She 

talked about the triple talaq with which we are all against.  

I think the sense of the entire House is to send a clear message 

to the nation that this entire House supports you in objecting 
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to instant triple talaq. But I have a very small and a strange 

story to share with you, which happened to me the day before 

yesterday at the Mumbai Airport. I was standing in the queue 

for security check and a lady called, Dr. Ruksheda Syeda, 

Psychiatrist, who was standing ahead of me, started talking to 

me. I asked her what her view on instant triple talaq. She 

turned around to me and said: “The Supreme Court in any way 

has done it and why are you wasting your time on it? Why do 

you not give me equal justice on marital rape?” I was aghast 

to see a woman. I am so glad that Maneka Ji is sitting right 

here when we are discussing such an important issue.  

What I was surprised is, when the lead speaker of the Treasury 

Benches talked about Sections 141 and 142 in her speech, she 

was actually contradicting what you said Sir. I am not an 

eminent lawyer. I am not a lawyer. I am a Microbiologist by 

profession. So I would be really happy if you could clarify that. 

Madam, Section 141 says that the law declared by the 

Supreme Court shall be binding on all courts within the 

territory. So I cannot understand it when you were saying we 

needed the law and she was quoting 141. So what is really the 

logic?  

I am slightly confused about what the stand of the 

Government is. The poor lady whom I met at the airport 

seemed far more saner than all of us because she said: “Why 

do we need it? The Supreme Court has already done this. Why 

do you not go one step ahead and talk about marital rape 

because instant triple talaq has already been eradicated by the 

Supreme Court?” So I would like you to definitely say on that. 

Another thing she said that instant triple talaq would lead to 

jail. I think everybody feels that every family dispute need not 

be criminalised. I should thank the hon. Supreme Court. On 

27th of July what they have said by the Bench of Justice Goyal 

and Justice U.U. Lalit is that there should be no automatic 

arrests in cases involving Section 498. The guidelines have 

been issued to the police and to the magistrates.  
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India is full of very complex social issues. Be it female 

foeticide, be it dowry, be it instant triple talaq, we have all 

these issues. It does not really matter whether you are a Hindu 

or a Muslim or a Parsi or a Christian. There are deep-rooted 

challenges and social issues towards women. You do not really 

have to be born in. I was just blessed that I was born in a 

modern family where my parents chose to have, as they call 

it, the girl child. I have objection to it. We are not girl child. 

We are children, whether it is a girl or a boy. But I was not 

born in a society there. But there are very complex issues of 

women and they are not even just. Female foeticide is an issue 

which is there even in educated cities and in educated families. 

So I do not think we can really isolate one community in this. 

That really would be injustice to all. I think what you really 

need to look is at the larger picture. Like in dowry case, we 

made a great ruling and one gets arrested. But has dowry 

stopped? It has not, and the courts are saying now that I think 

it is too harsh and it gets misused and there is more 

harassment in it. So, really, I understand the deterrent.  

I appreciate and respect your interventions by saying that 

three-years imprisonment is a must and it will be a deterrent. 

But has dowry stopped? It has not been a deterrent. Now the 

hon. Supreme Court is saying that in dowry cases when we 

talked about arrests as per Section 498A, unfortunately, they 

are saying we should dilute it and the police and the 

magistrate should not look at instant arrests. So, will the same 

thing happen for instant triple talaq? It is something we all 

need to discuss because I think it is really critical because even 

on arresting, the Treasury Bench Member said that there can 

be reconciliation. Who says so? The courts cannot intervene in 

it. We come from a culture where if a husband and wife fights, 

the first thing should be to send them to the family court. Why 

cannot the marriage be re-looked at? So instead of sending 

him to court, why cannot that couple have good counsellors? 

Why cannot we have interventions, maybe, from reformers, 

like in Maharashtra, we have Kirtangars. It is like a social 
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change. In the Muslim community, I think there are Ulemas. 

It is like Ulemas and Kirtangars. …(Interruptions).  

Then there is Daarul Khazar. Why cannot we get them on 

board because social changes do not happen just with 

legislation? I think social change comes when all of us put our 

effort. Be it the media, be it the legislators, be it the 

reformers—all these people together have to work to make 

social change. So, I would urge you that marriages can be re-

worked out. We all know that the counsellors can play a critical 

role. The biggest problem is when you put a father in jail—he 

may be a bad husband but he could be a wonderful father—

and when the father comes out, that child will be ragged 

everyday in school and it will be said  

What is that child’s mistake? That child is not born out of 

choice. It could be just a domestic issue or domestic violence. 

So, why are we not considering family courts instead of jail? 

Are we here to break marriages or to reconcile it?  

That is how Indian society is. One divorce in a family is not 

isolated, we do not live such nuclear families, the whole family 

gets affected. So, if you are going to criminalize it, the whole 

family is going to get harassed and troubled. Look at the 

woman, who would put the husband in jail. He is not going to 

come back and hug her and kiss her and say sorry. Why do we 

not look for a better solution where he could apologize, he 

could be counselled and she could live in a less hostile 

environment?  

No woman wants to leave; no woman in this world however 

badly she is, she first wants her marriage to work because she 

wants to protect her children. Her children are her first choice 

and then she will worry about her husband. I think, you really 

need to look at this legislation, not just as a landmark flag in 

one of your achievements, but something holistically from the 

heart because this nation also needs legislations from the 

heart.  
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Coming to digital India, I would say – sometimes I feel that it 

is terrible and I hate to say this in front of you – that personal 

touch with so much digitization has really gone. I do not want 

marriages and relationships to be just reached into digital 

India and get lost and lose out on the personal emotional touch 

of relationships, which India is so proud of in our inherited 

culture. So, I appeal to you to reconsider this. We are with 

you; we support what you are saying and I respect your 

deterrent clause. But, I think, when it comes to a marriage, 

the deterrent clause needs to be thought with the heart as also 

with the brain.  

Thank you very much. 
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9.3.2017 

Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Bill, 2016 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Mr. Chairman, Sir, 

thank you very much. I stand on behalf of my party to speak 

on the Bill. I take this opportunity to congratulate the hon. 

Minister who, in his entire tenure, during every Session has 

brought in a Bill for the well-being of people of society who are 

at the bottom of the pyramid. So, I congratulate him and thank 

him for all the great interventions that he is doing.  

 

Humbly more, I remember in one of his speeches he had 

mentioned that he comes from a humble background where 

his mother was a farm labourer. That is the mother, I think, 

he has put in front of his eyes while drafting this entire Bill. 

There are just a few clarifications that I would ask the hon. 

Minister to clarify. He has obviously put women as a centre 

point in this. But the larger picture is rationalising all the 

things. You have constantly come up with new innovative 

ideas of improving the Bill and make it stronger in the interest 

of women.  

 

16.17 hours (Shri Pralhad Joshi in the Chair)  

 

But there are several Bills which are overlapping one another. 

There are several doctors who talked about women’s health, 

women’s issues, etc. There are a lot of women who have 

worked till the last day of having the baby. It is not necessary 

that all women really need these six months. So, that is the 

first point that I would like to make. There are a lot of women 

who rush back to work happily with having enough support 

system at home. So, it is not that every woman really needs 

this. So, is there an opportunity that these 26 weeks can be 

divided at different times? It is because everybody is made 

differently. So, is there an opportunity to use these six months 

at different times rather than taking it at one go as her child 
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grows up? Could we do that because that is probably 

something a woman can use?  

 

Extensively the unorganised sector has been talked about. 

How are you going to track every pregnant woman in this 

country and make sure that she gets every benefit? If she 

works in some backward farm, how are we going to track her 

pregnancy? Of course, the ASHA does the job and the 

anganwadi worker does the job. But is the basic rest enough 

for her?  

 

People have talked about malnutrition. I think the only point 

that we have all missed out in this is anaemia. The woman is 

never malnourished. The child is malnourished. But the 

woman is anaemic. That is how she has produced the 

malnourished child. So, the point that we really need to 

address is 73 per cent of women in India are anaemic. … 

(Interruptions)  

 

HON. CHAIRPERSON: No cross talks please.  

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE: Anaemic woman gives birth to a 

malnutritioned child. So, that is the point I was making. Do 

not make this an isolated example of just leave. We need to 

integrate the Department of Women and Child and Health 

Department and the Labour Department. If they work together 

only then this is going to succeed. Shri Arvind Sawant spoke 

very pro-women. But there were some other speeches which 

made us into a weaker sex, which we are not.  

 

We are proud to have our children. We are strong enough to 

have our children. There are times women get back to work 

immediately. So, this is not a petty leave that we are getting 

as somebody is doing us a favour and being kind. It should not 

be used as a deterrent against us that every time she is going 

to have a child, we have to give her six months salary. So, 

who is really going to pay this salary, especially in the 
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unorganised sector? Who is going to pay for it? We really need 

to see that the Government have to play a role if they are 

genuinely committed to improving the situation.  

 

This is not for women who are working in IT companies. If they 

don’t get six months salary, it is double income but it is really 

for the bottom of the pyramid woman. How are you going to 

protect and make sure that she gets the rights? That is the 

larger picture we need to debate. A lot has been said about 

the paternity leave. We are all agreeable on that. Lastly, how 

will you universalise this? My only concern is, how are we going 

to pay it or implement it? How is it going to be universal fair 

treatment for all?  

 

About the third child, in India, there are a lot of families where 

women does not have the third child out of her freewill, that 

is the point Kumari Sushmita Dev made. My point is different. 

I am the only child. My mother fortunately never worked. She 

would not have got the second leave and benefits. But in the 

case like Kumari Sushmita, who is the first child, what is her 

fault? That is not the choice she had as a child. I don’t know 

whether her mother had to have the third child. We really need 

to look at it in a larger way because by the time you have, if 

you are really looking at biologically, by the time you have 

your third and fourth child, the women is physically exhausted, 

and also biologically exhaustive. Is it a fair deal? If it is the 

family planning issue, we can talk about it. … (Interruptions)  

 

I have had children, you haven’t, let us not get into argument. 

This is Parliament. Anyway, men are talking of menopause, 

about which I have serious objections. Who are you to decide 

when are we menopausing? I have complete objection on all 

this? … (Interruptions)  

HON. CHAIRPERSON: No cross-talking please.  

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE: There are a lot of men who are 

indulging in potshots. We are just dignified by keeping quiet. 
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But I don’t think we want our health to be displayed and 

discussed at that level. It is completely unfair. We are for 

gender equality. So, I don’t think we are complaining. Why 

men in this House are complaining about and flagging issues 

which are irrelevant for this? … (Interruptions)  

 

A few men are complaining, not all men. Some of us are with 

us. Thank you. So, I would like to ask him that let us have 

clarity. There are millions of artisan women from smaller 

sections like adivasis. They go to work. They are not having 

the third and fourth child because they have social issues. How 

are we going to address it? This is a serious Bill. I would 

request the hon. Minister, while drafting all this, he looks at all 

social issues, all social angles, all financial angles and 

rationalize all of them because these need to be consolidated.  

 

Individually, your intention is very good. I respect it; I 

appreciate it; and I thank you from the bottom of my heart as 

a woman but at the same time, how are we going to implement 

it to make sure that it is flawless. So, I would appreciate if in 

your reply you could tell us how can we get it implemented 

flawlessly, and it reaches the last woman who really deserves 

this help, who we have centered this Bill against. Thank you. 

  



Sansad Ratna Speaks | Parliamentary speeches of  

Smt. Supriya Sule 

  

204 

 

26.07.2018 

Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection 

And Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018 
 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Thank you 

Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir. On behalf of my Party I stand here to 

support this Bill. Obviously, I do not think anybody in this 

House would oppose this Bill because it is in the interest of the 

nation, of our children and women.  

 

I was going through some very alarming data from the Home 

Ministry. It said that the number of persons arrested for 

trafficking was 10,000; the number of persons chargesheeted 

was 7,292; and the number of persons convicted was only 

159. As we are all aware, this is not a political issue. This is a 

social issue. I appreciate the Ministry’s intervention in bringing 

this very important Bill. But  

 

I only have a few concerns about this Bill because it is about 

human trafficking. When anybody is trafficked, it is merely a 

compulsion on that person. It is not out of somebody’s will. 

The intent of the Government is very noble of giving so much 

authority to the police, which is much appreciated. But I would 

like to know how this entire administration of a district will be 

done. In the Bill there is a talk about anti-trafficking unit. Will 

they use it for emotional quotient? Will this be a normal police 

who will be a part of antitrafficking units? Will they be aware 

of the sensitivity of the issue? Women who have been through 

trafficking go through a lot of mental trauma. Will there be an 

NGO, which has been mentioned? What kind of NGOs?  

 

It is because in other issues, like adoption, a lot of wrongdoing 

has happened. The intent is very good. Nobody wants any 

child to be adopted wrongly. In adoption what has happened 

is in every District Committee, there are two NGOs. In that 
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Committee, there are some NGOs who are involved in 

adoption. So, it becomes a big racket. So, the person who 

gives children for adoption is on the Committee. So, the 

Collector is on his side and he is the final authority. So, a lot 

of wrongdoing happens in adoption. I hope the same thing 

does not happen here.  

 

Sitting in Delhi we make legislation for the whole country. But 

the implementation bodies are going to be States. So, the 

noble intention of the Minister and the Ministry may be very 

good. But on the field, is there going to be some police 

sensitisation being done about this? It is because the police 

throughout the country may not be aware of what really the 

intent of this Bill is.  

 

Actually I hang my head in shame while giving this example. 

But in Maharashtra, when a woman went to the police station, 

she was exploited by one of the police officers. So, in such a 

ghastly situation, are they the only authorities to do this? This 

is an isolated example. It does not mean all the police are bad. 

But I think these are little loopholes that we must cover and 

see how more we can strengthen the trafficking laws. She has 

extensively talked about rehabilitation, which is a very 

welcome move. Only yesterday Shrimati Ranjeet Ranjan 

talked about what happened in a home in Bihar, what 

happened in Jharkhand over conversion. These are very 

complex social issues. What happened in Jharkhand and Patna 

last week are not political issues. So, how do we integrate 

these things because in every place a legislator cannot be 

there? How do we make everybody accountable? There has to 

be a message on top which says we are going to have zero 

tolerance towards trafficking and it has to be done in a very 

fair and transparent manner.  

 

As regards rehabilitation, the fund that she has talked about 

is a very small fund for a size of this nation. Are the States 

going to contribute to it or will there be enough funds to get 
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counsellors? Okay, she is confirming that there will be. So, I 

welcome that step if everywhere we are going to get good and 

qualified counsellors. But is India ready for such a good 

counselling? Who are going to be the counsellors? Who is going 

to choose them? If she could throw a little light so that we 

could feel more comfortable and rest assured that the intent 

is very good.  

 

As regards the big issue of transgender, it is not an issue that 

is so easily discussed in this House. I worked very closely with 

transgenders for several years. Especially, in Mumbai, we have 

very large issues of transgenders. Now, there is nothing really 

openly said about them. Would the hon. Minister kindly 

address the issues of transgenders as to how they will be 

protected? I am asking this because they are completely left 

out. Further, please do not call them ‘others’. It is my humble 

request to you. It has to be a ‘male’, ‘female’ and ‘tg’. It would 

be a little kind if you do not call them ‘others’ because they 

are not ‘others’. So, I would appreciate that, and I am sure 

that she will look into it.  

 

As regards the other issue of social integration, if somebody is 

trafficked and brought back, then you will give her a fair 

hearing. How will you socially integrate her or him back into 

the society? It is easy for ‘him’ to integrate in the society, but 

it is very hard for a woman to get socially integrated back into 

the society. Why does this all happen? It only happens because 

of economic situations. Especially, there is a very good 

example in Goa. There is a very good NGO who has brought 

all the sex workers together in Goa, and they run a very fine 

laundry where they are making so much money that no 

woman really wants to become a sex worker any more, and 

no woman wants to be a sex worker. This is not something 

that she does out of choice. She does that either to feed her 

children or to protect her family. Why else would she do it? If 

the hon. Minister could do something even for sex workers, 

then I think it will be much appreciated.  
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The Bill talks about jurisdiction of the Magistrate inter-State. 

If you could kindly clarify how it would work inter-State. If 

somebody is caught in one State and sent back, then how will 

the jurisdiction work? So, there should be nothing grey left 

about it. Many people have talked about how we would cover 

issues, which are abroad. I would not repeat them, but there 

is one question that I would ask the hon. Minister to kindly 

clarify.  

 

She has talked about surrogacy and child marriage. One 

question was human body exploitation. We see kidneys being 

robbed, and so many such things. If she could kindly clarify 

for our satisfaction as to what would be the thinking on this 

issue. Now, adoption and surrogacy are the new trends in 

society today. So, when a child is adopted, will we be 100 per 

cent sure that the child is not trafficked from any home, any 

place or even abroad for that matter?  

 

The District Administrator and the Magistrate has been given 

a lot of importance. Adoption is mainly done through courts so 

far. She has given a lot of authority so that the paperwork 

becomes much less. Hence, I appreciate and respect her 

intent, but I would like to know this. Our District 

Administrators already have a big administrative set up. Will 

he or she have enough time to devote to these issues? I am 

asking this because these are very sensitive issues. If the hon. 

Minister could give us a broad view on what you think about 

this issue.  

 

Lastly, I would like to make a point where, in Maharashtra, we 

have a very good success story about this. Pratham is one of 

the largest organisations in Maharashtra, which is an NGO that 

the whole country refers to and we often report for education. 

They did a very fine programme with the Home Minister, Mr. 

R. R. Patil, who, unfortunately, is no more the Home Minister. 

We made several shelters for children and we brought down 



Sansad Ratna Speaks | Parliamentary speeches of  

Smt. Supriya Sule 

  

208 

 

child labour and trafficking substantially in Maharashtra. So, it 

has been one of our success stories, and all Governments after 

that have followed it. Could we do a programme like this where 

we could call a very refined NGO to work with the Home 

Ministry and Ministry of Women and Child Development to 

really make a difference?  

 

Can we make sure that every child and woman is protected, 

and we feel as a proud nation where we can say that? Yes, 

trafficking was a history and it does not exist in our country 

anymore.  

 

Thank you very much. 
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20.12.2018 

National Trust for Welfare of Persons with 

Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Mental Retardation 
and Multiple Disabilities (Amendment) Bill, 

2018 
 

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Madam, 

autism is something which is really affecting a section of 

children in the country today. There is very less awareness in 

society as well as in educational circles. … (Interruptions)  

 

In the right to education we have got autism to include 

children which will definitely help. But I request the hon. 

Minister to make sure that the Chairman and the Committee 

consist of people who work in the field autism and not just for 

people. There are a lot of technical experts in this country. So, 

please make sure that they are included in this.  

 

Thank you, Madam.  
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27.12.2018 

Statutory Resolution Re: Disapproval of 

Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on 
Marriage) Ordinance, 2018 and Muslim 

Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) 
Bill, 2018 

 

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Sir, thank 

you very much for giving me an opportunity to speak on such 

an important social subject. I congratulate the Minister for 

bringing this back but there are a few questions which I would 

like to ask the hon. Minister.  

 

17 00 hrs  

 

Exactly one year ago, we all debated this issue. Sir, what has 

been achieved in one year? This is gone and has got stuck in 

the Rajya Sabha. One thing which I get the sense from 

everybody in this House is that nobody is against the social 

change. But, I have one humble question to ask you. With full 

humility please put your hand on your heart and tell me that 

this is not political in your agenda and it is only social. Why did 

you use the Ordinance route and not the consensus route if 

this is only a social issue? This is my first question.  

 

I appreciate Smriti Irani Ji’s intention as well as Meenakashi 

Lekhi Ji’s intention. I appreciate what Smriti Ji has said. I 

actually expected a longer speech from her. But, my question 

to you is this. You have talked about 477 cases, which have 

happened. I feel even if one happens, it is bad. Why should 

we wait for 477 cases? But, at the same time, this is a social 

issue. We have made laws for dowry and child marriage. Have 

things really changed? We are all people from the field.  
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We are all elected Members. We are totally connected with the 

people. I am not against what is done. I am against the way it 

is done. The whole sense of the group is this. What is this Act 

for? Is it for reconciliation of marriages, which I appreciate 

what Meenakashi Lekhi Ji said in her speech? She used a 

particular word in her speech. She said that we come from 

very cultured families where we want our marriages to work. 

A woman stays in her marriage even if the marriage is bad 

because of her family and her commitment to her children. So, 

by putting him in jail - which is the minimum sentiment of this 

entire House - which marriage is going to be saved by putting 

a husband in jail? Is this really what reconciliation is about, 

that every time you are going to threaten your husband? So, 

I think, what you have said, you have definitely diluted many 

things after we have recommended. I appreciate that. But, 

have we achieved the final goal? Again, it goes back to the 

square one of the basics. This is not for the women on top of 

the pyramid. This is for the women at the bottom of the 

pyramid.  

 

This issue is not about Kumari Sushmita Dev, me, Shrimati 

Meenakashi Lekhi and Smriti Ji. We know what our rights are. 

This law is not made for us. It is for the women who are at the 

bottom of the pyramid and who are unaware of their rights. 

So, why do we not work harder than putting the husband in 

jail? If you really want to empower women, put your hand on 

your heart, bring in such a Bill. I am so glad Maneka Ji is sitting 

here. Why do you not look at other Bills, which will give us 

justice? For example, the Bill which she has been talking 

about, which is against marital rapes? Why are we not talking 

about Bills like that?  

 

Why are we not talking about Bills like Women’s Reservation 

Bill? We have been asking for it. It is even in your manifesto, 

if I am not wrong. So, why are we not bringing such a Bill? 

Empowering women financially and emotionally will really 

strengthen the cause. I am not against it. The triple talaq must 
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be stopped instantly. I do not think anybody – whether you 

are sitting on this side or that side – disagrees with you. The 

only thing we disagree with is this. You are looking at the 

institution of marriage and you are talking about stakeholders. 

Naqvi Ji talked about stakeholders. I want to tell you a little 

story that I went through. I was coming back from my 

constituency the day before yesterday. Smriti Ji is from 

Mumbai. She knows about this place. While coming back 

through the expressway you passed through Crawford Market. 

I was looking at the Hijab shops there and I thought to myself 

that I am going to speak on triple talaq for the second time. 

Should I really ask these women what is their view? You would 

not believe.  

 

Smriti Ji knows where the Haj House Building is. I got down 

from the car and started walking the streets. I met a girl with 

a Burqa and she had two young girls and the husband walking 

together. They turned out be from Aurangabad and they 

stopped. They even know Asad Bhai. They stopped and asked 

me what I was doing on the road. I said that there is a triple 

talaq debate. You are the real stakeholders. I am not going to 

be the victim. You may be the victim. So, what is your view on 

this? So, he said that these are not the issues and nobody 

should be criminalised. His wife immediately got into this.  

 

 

  
This is what she said to me. This is the sentiment of a woman. 

This is the reality. I can give you the name. I am not giving 

you the data, which are fudged numbers. I will give you the 

name and mobile number. Please call and find out what these 

women said. I see the ground reality. I do not give databased 

information. I genuinely work for woman empowerment.  
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I will give you another example. Another young lady called 

Kiran Kulkarni. She is a Maharashtrian Brahmin girl walked up 

to me in a Burqa. She started talking to me in Marathi. 

She said,  

 
because I am very proud of it. She has done M.Com. She has 

done her Ph.D. in Political Science. She lives in a place called 

Jalna. She has humbly requested me not to involve in all this.  

 

No religion in the world teaches you bad things. It is people 

like us who misinterpret it and misuse it. That is the point I 

am making. So, why are we getting into these issues? She told 

me that her marriage was of love. This man has given her all 

the freedom in the world. She was only 19 years old when she 

got married. She was an under graduate. She graduated and 

did her Ph.D. after getting married to this man. She lives in 

Ambad. Today, she teaches Quran to people. Imagine a girl 

named, Kiran Kulkarni today is Mrs. Chaos who lives in Jalna 

in Ambad in Aurangabad. This is what integration is all about.  

 

So, my limited concern is whether you really want to empower 

women. In your opening lines, you even talked about women 

leading from the front in the Armed Forces. What did the 

Armed Forces say last week about women? The Chief said that 

women cannot lead from the front. Who says so? If the Prime 

Minister of this country can be a woman, if the President of 

India can be a woman, if the Defence Minister of India can be 

a woman, why can a woman not lead a platoon and win a war 

for this country? Please do not underestimate the power of 

woman. A woman is very powerful but at the same time, when 

you say one small thing to her, she will immediately cry but 

when there is crisis in her life, the same woman stands up 

even if she is a widow or a single woman, and she will deliver 
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towards her family. So, I urge you that this time is not about 

being hostile.  

 

If you really wanted to bring it, you should have brought it by 

consensus. What heavens are going to fall? It will go to the 

Rajya Sabha which is anyway not functioning. At least, I am 

glad I am in Lok Sabha where we are working every day. The 

Rajya Sabha every day shuts at 11.15 a.m. So, once it goes 

from here to the Rajya Sabha, in the next seven days, what is 

going to change? If you are worried about women so much, 

why are you not looking for women who are deserted? Today, 

what difference is it going to make? Women are not only 

Hindus, Muslims, Jains and Christians.  

 

This Government is for ‘Beti bachao, beti padao’. We are happy 

about it. You make sure her education, she will be empowered. 

Woman rights have been told. Women are financially and 

emotionally given empowerment which is going to change the 

picture. My State was the first State to give reservation to 

women in power. Why do you not do that? Instead of 

discussing triple talaq, get into the discussion on Women’s 

Reservation Bill. The whole House will wholeheartedly stand 

by you and we can pass it.  

 

So, I urge the hon. Minister and the Government to re-think 

about it. The worry is that if she gets triple talaq in this hostile 

environment, how is he going to pay all these things? These 

are very critical issues. Nobody is asking for a Select 

Committee for ever. Everybody is agreed to give two weeks. 

In the Budget Session, we can first address this issue and then 

we can talk about the Budget.  

 

My humble request to you is that this is a family issue and it 

is a social issue. People talked about contract. Marriages of 

contract does not mean that the marriage is of two people. In 

India, only husband and wife live together alone. But two 

families get married. There is a lot of sensitivity which goes 
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into it. So please look at this entire legislation with a heart. 

Elections will come and go but social change takes time. We 

make so many legislations.  

 

I make a humble request to please re-think about it and re-

consider it with the heart. Votes will come and go but by doing 

rights and wrongs, generations will get affected. 
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09.07.2014 

Discussion on Price Rise 
 

DISCUSSION UNDER RULE 193 
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09.03.2015 

The Right to Fair Compensation and 

Transparency in Land Acquisition, 
Rehabilitation and Resettlement 

(Amendment) Bill, 2015 
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HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please address the Chair. 

 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE: Sir, my only urge to the 

Government is that we are for development. We will support 

them if they give us data-based information about why they 

want to change it. I do not see any logical reason based on 

data as to why they have made these three changes – social 

impact assessment, consent and irrigated land. About the 

irrigated land, I do not think that any of us in their right senses 

can agree on it. I do agree that my friends from Punjab and 

all have reservations, but I clearly remember that on this floor 

of the House, Sir, you were also present when the Bill was 

passed, and Punjab and Haryana had issues over 

irrigation. At that time, the Minister had walked across and 

clarified because there was a letter from them. In regard to 

irrigated land, you cannot compare the irrigated land of 

Maharashtra with that of Punjab and Haryana. We cannot work 

like that. 

 

Sir, look at the State you represent - Tamil Nadu. After this 

has come, the World Bank’s biggest project investment in 

urban development has come in Tamil Nadu. It is so 

successfully implemented. If this can happen in Tamil Nadu 
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with this ruling, why can it not happen in other States? Also, 

no State is complaining. It is not about who said what. I am 

sure that in the reply, they will talk about Maharashtra Chief 

Minister’s intervention and in our speeches, we will say what 

Shri Rajnath Singhji saw. I think, we need to move beyond 

this. This is going to have an impact on generations to come.  

 

So, instead of hastening and doing something in a rush, I urge 

this Government to show a little more patience. Nothing is on 

fire. Rome is not burning. So, why are they rushing into this? 

I request them to take their time, introspect and send this Bill 

to the Standing Committee. We have a process. Please let it 

take little time. You can do it in a time bound manner. I do not 

say that leave it for one year. I can understand. 

 

If they have issues, send it to the Standing Committee in a 

time bound programme. I am sure that if it is genuine and 

real, the entire House will not stop any development because 

we all believe in a progressive nation and we all work here 

together in the interest of this nation. 

 

Thank you. 
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5.4.2017 

Sustainable Development Goals - Way 

forward for health and wellbeing for all 
 

DISCUSSION UNDER RULE 193 

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): I would actually like to 

thank the Speaker’s Office and the SRI Foundation, which is 

the Speaker’s researched initiative which had a detailed 

discussion last week with all the hon. MPs briefing them on 

SDGs and especially health. They had called all the hon. MPs. 

SRI has done a wonderful job to brief all of us on this health 

issue.  

Sir, the hon. Minister has been an exceptionally fine Minister. 

Even if I am in Opposition, I must compliment for all the 

achievements that he has got. He has been exceptionally 

supportive especially for our tobacco campaign. I am eternally 

grateful for him and I hope he sustains the support and makes 

sure that all the States also fight the challenges of tobacco 

control. I come from a tobacco-caused cancer surviving family. 

I really know the challenges that a family goes through when 

there is cancer in the family. It is a very difficult thing for a 

family to go through plus the cost of cancer and the availability 

of doctors is also an issue.  

I come from a State where probably India’s best doctors are 

available. I did mention to the hon. Minister and he was very 

considerate last time when I brought it up to him that 

Maharashtra has had some difficult issues regarding doctors. 

The health SDG can be achieved only if we have very fine 

doctors. Unfortunately, in my State, we had a very bad 

incident about two weeks ago where an Orthopaedic doctor, 

who was asked to help relating to somebody’s brain 

haemorrhage issue and the doctor could not help or give 

proper healthcare.  
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In an accident, one patient was brought to the hospital in 

Dhule District and he passed away. The doctor was attacked. 

The doctor kept telling them that it was not his specialisation, 

that he was an Orthopaedic doctor and that he was trying to 

do the best that he could. Unfortunately, the patient’s family 

got very emotional. They broke the hospital. They hurt the 

doctor. The doctor today is fighting for his life in the Dhule 

Hospital. He has had a haemorrhage; he has a broken skull 

and is on a respirator as we talk.  

The hon. Minister was very kind at that time saying that he 

would definitely address the issue of doctors’ security. I do not 

understand and respect the emotions of the family or the 

agony that the family went through. It was an exceptionally 

unfortunate incident. But I do not think it is really fair to beat 

up doctors. Then, all the doctors in Maharashtra went on 

strike. It was very unfortunate that the hon. Chief Minister of 

Maharashtra was not very kind to our doctors, and almost had 

to take action. It, unfortunately, Sir, turned very ugly. I think 

doctors do a great service in this country. They are the people 

who eventually will take us to this SDG which we all dream of.  

Technology makes a difference. Earlier speaker, Shri Jitendra 

Chaudhury talked about it; our Member from TDP talked about 

a lot of technology. India is changing. There are plenty of 

hospitals. The Government aspires to have an AIIMS 

everywhere. I also come from a District, which is Pune District, 

which has great public health centres also. We have a lot of 

good doctors; we have very good technology. But do we really 

have the technicians to run like a sonography machine? There 

are sonography machines all over, but can they really be used? 

Are our technicians trained for it? It is bought by the 

Government and it is sitting idle with dust on it, and that 

money is completely wasted. That is something about which 

we all really need to ponder over.  

Sir, I really come from an old school of thought. Technology is 

very good; it is definitely helping our lives get better. But at 
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the same time, it is unfortunate that the concept of a family 

doctor does not exist any more. There was one time when you 

could walk into a doctor’s clinic and the old fashioned doctor 

would say, “This is wrong with you; just take this medicine and 

go away”, and there was really not such a big deal. But today, 

whenever you go, the clinical diagnosis is not something that 

really we see in the new generation doctors because 

technology has taken over. So, really, the cost of going to a 

doctor and the treatment has become so expensive that the 

minute you walk into a doctor’s clinic, it is like going into a 

court now.  

Every time you climb steps of a court, you are scared that you 

are stuck for 25 years. Unfortunately, if you go to a multi-

specialist hospital anywhere in this country today, the bills are 

so scary that an average Indian today cannot afford even if he 

wants that service and doctors want to give it. So, it is a 

vicious circle that we are caught into. I will ask the hon. 

Minister that what we really need is a universal healthcare 

provision. How do we go forward with it? Is it about just 

reducing of costs or is insurance a big thing? That is something 

for this whole House to debate.  

Insurance, health and education are not issues that the House 

disagrees on at all. What are these? These are all programmes 

of continuity. Nobody is going to disagree on any health 

services. Nadda Ji, the hon. Minister, has come up with a very 

good immunisation programme, a vaccination programme in 

India. I would request him to add a very important vaccine 

which has come in India, which his office should probably go 

through it and see, is the cervical cancer vaccine, which is 

given to young girls. A lot of research has been done on it. 

Should we really add it to Mission Indradhanush or not is an 

optional thing; it is not compulsory. But we do see cervical 

cancer issues, especially amongst women. It is exceptionally 

high these days.  
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A lot of people talked and even Jitendra Ji talked about 

anaemia; I think our Member from TDP talked about diabetes; 

and he also talked about hypertension. There was a time in 

India when India was not so advanced. There was a time we 

used to only have communicable diseases like Malaria, about 

which we had talked. But today the times have changed. We 

have managed to eradicate many of these communicable 

diseases.  

Today because of the lifestyle changes, we have non-

communicable diseases like hypertension, diabetes, etc. Prof. 

Saugata Babu is right here, who is a diabetic himself. I see the 

challenges that he go through because of the lifestyle. It is a 

silent killer. Today the whole world is really looking for a 

solution for diabetes. Nobody knows from where it comes 

from. Is it necessarily genetic? We have no solution for it. 

These are issues that we need to talk about. Prevention is 

better than cure. Is awareness really there?  

Nadda ji just, last week, came out with an outstanding Mental 

Health Bill. These were not topics which were ever discussed 

in society. We were ashamed to say if a woman was depressed 

she was just shunned out or even there was a time when there 

was postnatal depression. I myself being a woman, even I 

used to at one time laugh about it. No, there was nothing like 

post-natal depression. But there is. Some women go through 

issues like menopause; all women don’t go through it. These 

are issues which nobody talks in our society. But through the 

Mental Health Bill, and a lot of other Bills that are coming up 

today with the Health Ministry, a lot of issues which were 

swept under the carpet are coming up for discussion.  

I am very happy that there are men in this Parliament who are 

talking about the social issues. The only unfortunate part is, 

there are lot of Governments which are not addressing like my 

own Government in Maharashtra has cut today the health 

budget by about five per cent, which is a substantial amount 
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of money. It is really sad. We used to run a very nice health 

programme on malnutrition.  

Earlier, a lot of speakers had spoken about malnutrition in 

India. We have a group called Citizens Alliance, which has 

been working for the last seven year. We play a role of a 

catalyst. We play between the Government and the States to 

bring in awareness because the root cause of most health 

problems is nutrition. If we can address the issue of 

malnutrition, it would really help our next generation. 

Maharashtra has done a wonderful programme called the 

Health Mission, which has substantially helped to bring down 

the number of malnutrition children, especially in tribal areas. 

If he could intervene, it would be better. We are also 

requesting the Maharashtra Government to run it. Various 

other States are looking at it. But if we could take that 

programme to another level, I think, that would be one of the 

best services we could do to our next generation.  

The other issue is about doctors. There is a new degree that 

the Department is coming up with, the B.Sc. in Health – 

Bachelor in Science. There was a time in 1948 when the Prime 

Minister Jawaharlal Nehru ji has banned the degree called 

RMP. That was like a parallel degree. The thought of that 

Government was - why have two degrees for doing the same 

job? That was a time when we had only 11 medical colleges, 

and still this was banned. Today, we have over 400 medical 

colleges. I would like the hon. Minister to explain in his reply 

as to what would the role of B.Sc. in Health be. Would this be 

like a health guardian or would he have the powers of a 

doctor? How does a layman know the difference between a 

doctor and a B.Sc. Health? If you could clarify that, it would 

be of great help.  

Nobody is stepping on each other’s role and their role is 

completely clear. It is like our ASHA workers. ASHA workers 

are really foot soldiers. Even during the debate on the Mental 

Health Bill, I had requested the hon. Health Minister if he could 



Sansad Ratna Speaks | Parliamentary speeches of  

Smt. Supriya Sule 

  

232 

 

strengthen the ASHA workers, empower them with more 

training.  

Simple things like depression or health issues that women 

have and who have no access to any public health centres, 

they are not aware of mental health at all or for that matter, 

any of the issues concerning women. Even anaemia for that 

matter is extensively discussed. Anaemia tablets are given 

when there is a camp. Nobody knows whether the woman 

consumes the tablet or not. She puts them away; she really 

does not bother about her own health. It starts with anaemia, 

anaemia into under-nourished child, under-nourished child 

into malnutrition. That is again back into a vicious circle. So, I 

would urge the hon. Health Minister to look into this issue as 

well. If he could connect it all, and bring in, it would be of great 

help.  

There are very good ad campaigns going on television. Health 

was not an issue at one time which was discussed or even 

glamourised but today, with very good ideas through the 

Health Ministry, they have brought in very good initiatives by 

getting good Indian icons to say that TB is an issue, it can be 

resolved; there is a solution; go and take tablets and it will 

help. It is really a wonderful initiative – be it vaccination, be it 

TB or even sanitation issues. Maharashtra was the first State 

which started with sanitation issues.  

Late R.R. Patil, who was our Rural Development Minister 17 

years ago, implemented a programme of Health and 

Sanitation. At that time, the Maharashtra Government had got 

an award for Health and Sanitation. Providing water and 

ensuring sanitation today, however the modern Maharashtra 

is, in pockets, are still a challenge. As a matter of fact, you will 

be surprised to know that our Zila Parishad has started a new 

initiative of cleanliness. … (Interruptions)  

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If you want you can continue your 

speech tomorrow.  
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SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE : I can just finish in one minute. I 

would just ask the hon. Minister to look into the ASHA issues, 

strengthen them and make more health workers to have a 

good India. In the 21st century, we need a healthy India. I am 

sure, with Shri Naddaji at the helm of affairs, we will see a 

positive difference. 
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27.2.2015 

The Two Child Norm Bill, 2014 
 

Rapid increase in population has given rise to a number of 

socio-economic problems like poverty, shortage of food, 

housing, employment opportunities and environmental 

degradation, etc. India is the second most populous country 

after China. China has been able to control the rapid growth in 

its population. But we have not been successful in it. Our 

population has crossed the figure of one hundred crore. If the 

present trend continues, it will not be possible for us to 

address our socio-economic problems which have arisen due 

to increase in population.  

 

Recently, some countries have accused us of being the largest 

consumer of world's food grains and oil seeds which has 

resulted in worldwide shortage of these commodities and 

thereby giving a push to inflationary trends in the world.  

 

It is, therefore, imperative that certain effective steps are 

taken to check this menace because our resources are limited. 

Despite the existence of various birth control measures and 

various family planning programmes in force for many years 

to motivate the people to accept these birth control methods, 

the problem of population explosion still remains.  

 

The Bill, therefore, seeks to provide for two child norms in a 

family and promote small family norms in future generations. 

There is also a provision that this Act shall remain in force for 

a period of ten years from the date of its commencement. 
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27.2.2015 

The Medical Therapy Practitioners And Clinics 

(Regulation And Control) Bill, 2014 
 

Despite the spurt in the number of medical therapy centres 

and clinics in the country. However, professions involving 

therapeutic procedures such as physiotherapy, occupational 

therapy are not regulated by law. Unlike conventional 

medicine, where the conduct of the physicians and doctors are 

regulated by Medical Council of India Act, 1956 and the rights 

of the patients against medical negligence and malpractices 

governed by the Consumer Protection Act, the therapist 

professionals are not monitored by any legislation. A 

Government notification in 1998 included physiotherapists and 

occupational therapists under the Rehabilitation Council of 

India Act, 1992. However, a subsequent notification reversed 

that decision.  

 

It is shocking to know that more than ninety per cent. of these 

services are not under the ambit of any medico-legal or tax 

law. It has a two-fold disadvantage, first there is no check over 

the quality of the services provided and second there is a huge 

loss to the exchequer in terms of undisposed income. Since 

these therapists are also involved in treating children with 

special needs and senior citizens, it becomes all the more 

important to regulate these professionals.  

 

Recognising the grave situation, some States such as Madhya 

Pradesh, Delhi, Maharashtra and Himachal Pradesh have 

passed laws setting up State Councils to regulate 

physiotherapists and occupational therapists. However, no 

such regulation is available at the national level. Therefore, 

there is an urgent need to formulate a legal framework for the 

regulation of medical therapy practitioners and clinics in the 

country. 
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27.2.2015 

The Children Protection Bill, 2014 
 

Children are the future of any country. It is the duty of the 

State to provide a healthy environment to ensure that every 

child is able to live a dignified life. Unfortunately, in our 

country there have been numerous cases of ill treatment and 

exploitation of children. This situation worsens when a child 

does not have any guardian to take care of him.  

 

The gruesome Nithari serial killings case calls for concerted 

action on the part of the Government to prevent such crime 

against the children. There is a need for concerted effort to be 

made by the Government as well as society to have in place a 

faster action-oriented police machinery, vigilant media and 

speedy exemplary punishment to the offenders by the Courts 

to deter the offender from committing offences against 

children.  

 

The Human Rights Commission in one of its reports has stated 

that nearly 45,000 children go missing every year in the 

country. Of these, majority cases of missing children remain 

untraceable for the reason they are either pushed in trafficking 

or engaged as bonded labour. Therefore, a proper coordination 

among the Government agencies, police and nongovernmental 

organizations working for protection of children is urgently 

required in order to tackle the growing crimes against children.  

 

The Bill, therefore, seeks to provide for— (i) securing certain 

basic rights to children; (ii) conducting of an yearly survey of 

homeless and street children; (iii) establishment of children 

homes for homeless and street children with all basic facilities; 

(iv) setting up of Special Police Posts to deal exclusively with 

the cases of missing children and crimes against children; and 

(v) establish Special Courts for speedy disposal of cases of 

crimes against children. 
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27.2.2015 

The Free and Compulsory Education for 

Children of Parents Living Below Poverty Line 
Bill, 2014 

 

Education plays an important role in shaping an individual's 

career. Education removes the blanket of ignorance, 

empowers people and familiarizes them with their 

fundamental rights. The level of education helps people to earn 

recognition and respect in the society. Article 21A of the 

Constitution guarantees free and compulsory education to all 

the children between the age of six to fourteen years. 

However, there is no obligation on the part of the Government 

to ensure pre-primary and higher education. Although, 

Government has taken an important step by enacting the 

Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009, 

yet, a lot more needs to be done to enable the children to 

secure gainful employment after completing their education.  

 

Modern education system is so expensive that all citizens 

cannot afford it. Poor parents with meager income are unable 

to send their children to school beyond eighth standard and 

the child is left with no option but to drop out after eighth 

class. It reflects poorly on our educational system.  

 

Education alone cannot be fruitful unless supplemented by 

career guidance in schools. It will prove to be a boon to the 

students in pursuing further studies and choosing their career.  

 

The present Bill, therefore, seeks to put an obligation on the 

appropriate Government to ensure free and compulsory 

education and career guidance to the children of parents living 

below poverty line from pre-primary upto senior secondary or 

equivalent level.  
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4.12.2015 

THE COMPULSORY TEACHING OF FINANCIAL 

EDUCATION IN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
BILL, 2015 

Financial education is important not just for investors but also 

for an average family trying to decide how to balance its 

budget, buy a home, fund the children's education and ensure 

an income when the parents retire and other such financial 

decisions. Increasing range and complexity of financial 

products has made it very difficult for an ordinary person to 

make an informed decision.  

 

Financial education is an important life skill. In our country, 

there are many students who do not get opportunities to study 

beyond school level. One must keep it in mind that for such 

students, this could be the last opportunity in life to get formal 

inputs on Financial Education. It is even more important in 

India as we are an agrarian economy and primarily dependent 

on monsoon (nature's mercy). Knowledge of saving, crop 

insurance and future commodity markets can help farmers to 

reap maximum benefits of his crops.  

 

School Curriculum in our educational system needs to be 

equipped to impart financial education to the student post 

primary level and make it compulsory to impart some basic 

financial education. The Central Board of Secondary Education 

has agreed, in principle, to introduce it in an integral manner 

in school education but its implementation is poor.  

 

Financial education can lead to multiplier effects in the 

economy. A well-educated household would resort to regular 

savings, which in turn would lead to investment in right 

channels and income generation. 
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4.12.2015 

The Environment (Protection) Amendment 

Bill, 2015 
 

The unrestricted use of artificial lights and human's 

dependence on electricity has resulted in problems that we 

have become oblivious to. We have surpassed levels of light 

hundreds and thousands of times higher than the natural level 

during the night thereby causing light pollution. The biggest 

victim of light pollution is the science of astronomy. Sky glow 

(the scattering of light in the atmosphere) reduces the 

contrast between stars and galaxies and the sky itself, making 

it much harder to see fainter objects.  

 

Light pollution not just concerns astronomers but also animals 

and plants. It poses a serious threat to nocturnal wildlife. 

About thirty per cent. of vertebrates and more than sixty per 

cent. of invertebrates are nocturnal and many of the rest are 

crepuscular-active at dawn and dusk. Light pollution is known 

to have caused confusion to animal navigation and changed 

predator prey relations amongst other things. Thus light 

pollution has an endangering effect on the ecosystem around 

us.  

 

The Bill aims to ensure that outdoor light at night is illuminated 

at an appropriate lighting level or use fully shielded, light 

efficient fixtures aimed downward where it is needed. The 

relatively simple act of shielding our lights, installing or 

retrofitting lamp fixtures that direct light downward to its 

intended target, represents our best chance to control light 

pollution. More efficient lighting also saves energy, reduces 

costs and conserves natural resources. In various countries, 

there are laws to preserve and enhance the country's dark sky. 

Thus it is important to regulate light pollution before the 

situation becomes alarming. 
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4.12.2015 

The Mental Health (Amendment) Bill, 2015 
 

Mental disorders afflict nearly five crore of the Indian 

population and these persons need special care. Mentally ill 

persons do not have any respect in our society and are 

frequently secluded from the community. The Mental Health 

Act, 1987 could neither protect the rights of persons with 

mental illness nor promote their access to mental health care 

in the country.  

 

Stigma and discrimination because of mental illness are still 

major obstacles in the path of treatment and rehabilitation of 

those impaired by mental illness. Mentally ill persons in our 

country are one of the most vulnerable communities facing a 

variety of issues. The joint family system has assimilated and 

provided care for many of the mentally ill persons in their 

homes but with increasing nuclear families, care to these 

persons demands more attention.  

 

The present Bill aims to provide a legislative impetus to clearly 

outline the rights of the mentally ill persons and facilities need 

to be made available to them. 
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4.12.2015 

The Waste Segregation and Collection Bill, 

2015 
 

India generates about sixty million tonnes of trash every year. 

Ten million tonnes of garbage is generated in the metropolitan 

cities only. The landfills of most of these cities are already 

overflowing, with no space to accommodate fresh garbage 

waste. The reason why most landfill sites are overflowing is 

the inefficiency of the current waste disposal system. Effective 

management of garbage is extremely important as it affects 

the health of our citizens in an extremely severe manner. 

Nearly twenty percent of methane gas emissions in India are 

caused by landfills. Due to the decomposition of inorganic 

waste, the groundwater is contaminated. There is also the 

problem of leachate when rain water percolates through the 

waste in a landfill.  

 

Inefficiency in the waste disposal system can only be solved 

by segregating waste at the source location. Recyclable waste 

like construction and demolition waste, organic waste like 

household garbage and toxic waste like medical waste, needs 

to be separated. Creating awareness of segregation of waste 

is still a distant dream in India. Even before cleaning up the 

city, the government needs to sort out a concrete waste 

management system that ensures segregation and recycling.  

 

The Bill aims to provide a legislative impetus to the issue of 

waste management by clearly outlining the roles and 

responsibilities of the Government, municipal authorities and 

the citizens. The Bill also seeks to provide for necessary 

standards for the collectors and personnel dealing with 

collection of the waste to ensure an effective waste 

management system. 
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10.3.2017 

The Free and Compulsory Secondary and 

Senior Secondary Education Bill, 2016 
 

Education is instrumental for a child's overall development. 

Social welfare of a child also depends on the early school level 

education one receives. By making the future workforce 

productive, education also promotes economic welfare of the 

nation.  

 

Economic theory projects that India is experiencing a 

demographic dividend. India can reap benefits from this 

relatively younger workforce, if it educates and skills them to 

be more productive.  

 

Recognising the importance of education to children, the 

Central Government enacted the Right of Children to Free and 

Compulsory Education Act in 2009, which made elementary 

education (class I to class VIII) free and compulsory to all 

children below 14 years of age. Though this Act is laudable, it 

fails to address the issue of continuation of a child's education 

beyond the elementary level.  

 

To improve the access to secondary and senior secondary 

education, the Central Government introduced various 

schemes. Rashtriya Madhyamika Siksha Abhiyan was 

introduced in 2009 with the objective of achieving full 

enrolment in secondary education by 2017 and full retention 

of the children thus enrolled, by 2020. But there is no legal 

framework in India that guarantees secondary and senior 

secondary education.  

 

The Bill, therefore, aims to fill this policy gap and extend free 

and compulsory secondary and senior secondary education to 

all children below eighteen years of age. 
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10.3.2017 

The Indian Penal Code (Amendment) Bill, 

2016 
 

The Indian Penal Code (IPC), 1860 in its current form, does 

not definitively define eve-teasing of women. Eve-teasing, as 

it is understood by the Indian courts, is dispersed across 

various sections under Indian Penal Code. In addition, the 

offences under these varied Sections relating to eve-teasing 

are bailable and non-cognisable. These Sections under IPC 

have failed to check the rise in cases of eve-teasing in India.  

 

As per the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data, 

offences against women under section 354 of Indian Penal 

Code have increased from 70,739 to 82,235, at 16.3% 

between 2013 and 2014. As many as 3,37,922 cases of crimes 

against women were registered in 2014, an increase of 9.2% 

from 2013. The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013 did 

widen the definition of most acts of harassment aimed against 

women. But the crimes registered against women continue to 

rise. Thus the possibility exists that the current form and term 

of punishments are not sufficient to deter the individuals from 

committing the crime.  

 

Evidence from the United States during 1980's points to 

increased sentence for a crime or making it harsher, having a 

positive impact on reducing the crime rate and overall 

incidence of crime in US. It is true that the effectiveness of the 

deterrence principle is much debated in the Criminal Justice 

system. The need is to provide harsher punishments in the 

Indian context.   

The Bill, therefore, seeks to amend the Indian Penal Code, 

1860 with a view to make eve-teasing an offence punishable 

under the Code and also to increase the penalties for various 

crimes committed against women. 
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10.3.2017 

The Special Courts for Trial of Offences 

Against Women Bill, 2016 
 

In Madheshwardhari Singh and Anr., vs State of Bihar 1986, 

the Supreme Court upheld the right to speedy trial as a 

fundamental right. But not much progress has been achieved 

by the courts in disposing civil and criminal cases.  

 

The total number of pending cases in High Courts and 

subordinate courts, by the end of 2014, was more than three 

crore. Of these pending cases, 9.2% are pending for more than 

ten years. The main reasons for pendency of cases are 

vacancies, inadequate judge strength, lack of physical 

infrastructure and large influx of new cases into Courts.  

 

Crimes committed under the Indian Penal Code (IPC) against 

women, as a proportion of total crimes, have increased to 

11.4% in 2014. The voluminous nature of pending cases have 

delayed the delivery of justice to the victims. Criminal justice 

system as a mechanism to check the crime rate has been 

rendered ineffective due to time lags in disposal of cases.  

 

One way to tackle the problem is to have special courts dealing 

with cases of crimes against women. After the Nirbhaya case 

in 2012, the Union Law ministry directed the States to set up 

fast track Courts to deal with such crimes against women. 

Despite such efforts, the backlog of cases continues to persist.  

 

This Bill aims to define the role and responsibilities of these 

Fast Track Courts to augment them in their functioning. Its 

objective is to enable women victims to realise their right to 

speedy delivery of justice.  
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10.3.2017 

The Higher Educational Institutions 

(Regulation of Fee) Bill, 2017 
 

For India to benefit from the demographic dividend, it is 

important to invest in its youth and to make them more 

productive. Imparting higher education and the skills acquired 

through it are quintessential for progress of a developing 

nation.  

 

Any move to regulate the fee in Educational Institutions will 

promote the access to higher education to all. Thus, 

commercialisation of higher education with the motive of 

profiteering must be checked.  

 

The Supreme Court of India in its various judgments has ruled 

in favour of fee regulation in Higher Educational Institutions. 

In TMA Pai Foundation v/s State of Karnataka (2002), the 

Supreme Court ruled that the fee charged by private unaided 

institutions can be limited by the State to prevent profiteering, 

while allowing for 'reasonable surplus'. In 2003 in Islamic 

Academy of Education v/s State of Karnataka (2003), the 

Supreme Court observed that the Educational Institutions can 

form their own fee structures, and the funds must be used to 

provide facilities to students and to further the growth of the 

educational institutions.  In line with the Supreme Court's 

judgment, some States did set up Committees to monitor the 

fee structure of Higher Educational Institutions. But, there is 

no framework at the national level prescribing the criteria for 

limits on fee and the definition of terms 'reasonable surplus' 

and 'profiteering'.  

 

The proposed Bill aims to fill this lacunae and provide a broad 

framework for regulation of fees in Higher Educational 

Institutions. 
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29.12.2017 

The Autism Spectrum Disorders (Recognition 

and Treatment) Bill, 2017 
 

According to the report of World Health Organization (WHO) 

every 1 in 160 persons worldwide is afflicted with ASDs, 

making the global disease burden of the developmental 

disorders to be about 0.3 per cent. National Mental Health 

Survey 2015-16 estimated the burden of mental and 

neurological disorders in India (2015-16) for adults at 10.6 per 

cent. The report also brings to the fore, the acute shortage of 

the mental health care professionals in India - clinical 

psychologists, counselling psychologists, psychiatric social 

workers, nurses trained in mental health.  

 

As research suggests that ASDs manifest themselves in 

children below one year of age, the Government can mitigate 

the incidence of ASDs by encouraging screening of pregnant 

women and ensuring pregnant women get their vaccinations 

and maintain nutrition and hemoglobin levels. There is also a 

need to invest in the research and development of surveillance 

and information systems to capture the data on ASDs.  

 

The pediatric doctors, parents and the communities must be 

sensitised about the symptoms of these developmental 

disorders, so that the children are diagnosed and treated from 

an early age. These interventions help the children suffering 

from ASDs and also assist the families and local communities 

in dealing sensitively with the people with developmental 

disorders. At present, India does not have a comprehensive 

law on dealing with autism spectrum disorders. The coverage 

of the District Mental Health Programme of 1996 is varied 

across the States. In order to effectively address the above 

issues, this Bill is contemplated. 
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29.12.2017 

The Families of Farmers (Financial Assistance 

and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2017 
 

In 2014, the farmers' suicides in India stood at 5,650. As per 

the NCRB statistics, bankruptcy and indebtedness is the main 

factor contributing to about 20.6% of the total farmers' 

suicides. The Government policies at the present involve 

giving a one time monetary compensation. Given the 

indebtedness behind the farmers' suicides, this compensation 

will not help the bereaved families in sustaining livelihood.  

 

Thus it is of importance that the Government provides for a 

comprehensive rehabilitation programme for the widows and 

their children to ensure sustainable means of livelihood. The 

small and marginal farmers with less than two hectares of land 

area are among the most affected classes of farmers with 

suicide rate of 72.4%. The Central Government must provide 

financial assistance to the States, to enable them to conduct 

rehabilitation programmes for the bereaved families. This 

must be in addition to the welfare policies adopted by the 

various State Governments towards the widows.  

 

While providing the financial assistance to the States, the 

State-wise variation in the agrarian distress must be taken into 

consideration. There is a need to undertake skill development 

programmes for widows, helping them in setting up small scale 

units etc. The Government can also help the families diversify 

their income through investments in dairy and poultry farms. 

To ensure that the education of the children in these distressed 

areas is uninterrupted, new Government schools must be 

opened and the study conditions of the existing schools in the 

rural areas must be improved. 
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29.12.2017 

The Universal Health Coverage (Medical and 

Financial Assistance) Bill, 2017 
 

Access to the qualitative medical services must also be at an 

affordable price so as to prevent the less affluent sections of 

the society from experiencing significant financial hardships. 

The primary objective of Universal Health coverage (UHC) is 

to deliver basic health care services to as much population as 

possible, while aiming for universal coverage.  

 

The problem of inequality in access to affordable health care 

services (because of household income disparity) is 

compounded by the presence of information asymmetry in the 

health care and health insurance markets, necessitating 

Government intervention. Because of this lack of information 

about the health care services, households tend to postpone 

the treatment for easily curable disease until the disease 

progresses and inpatient expensive treatment is necessary. 

The treatment of preventable disease tends to get delayed 

when people are asked to pay for the medical services as per 

their abilities. Empirical evidence from countries like Thailand 

suggests that with extensive availability of preventive health 

care, the need for inpatient treatment and expensive surgeries 

reduces sharply.  

 

India can pay for the health insurance by investing in the low 

cost health care workers available. By focusing on primary 

health care, many health gains can be realised. It is important 

for the Government to focus on the health of its citizens. 

Health advancement improves the productivity of the labour 

force and is thus complementary to economic progress. India, 

in its National Health Policy did envisage Universal health 

coverage, but it is not binding on the Government to 

implement its provisions.  
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29.12.2017 

The Breast Cancer (Awareness and Free 

Treatment) Bill, 2017 
 

Breast cancer among females has been a rapid rise in the last 

decade. According to the Indian Council of Medical Research, 

1.5 lakh new cases of breast cancer were reported in the year 

2016 alone. Moreover, the National Cancer Registry and 

Indian Council of Medical Research put breast cancer as the 

most common cancer in women in India.  

 

Breast cancer accounts for 27 per cent. of all cancers in women 

in India, with the incidence rising in the early thirties and 

peaking at ages 50-64 years. It is estimated that 1 in 28 

women are likely to develop breast cancer during her lifetime.  

 

Due to unawareness among masses about the rapid rise and 

severity of breast cancer, it is usually diagnosed at an 

advanced stage, where the treatment becomes ineffective and 

expensive. Recent trends also show that in India younger 

women are also exposed to the risk of breast cancer.  

 

The Centre and States Governments should work together to 

provide free diagnosis and medical treatment to women 

affected with breast cancer and help combat this grave 

disease. 
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3.8.2018 

The Anganwadi Workers (Empowerment and 

Welfare) Bill, 2018 
 

Anganwadi workers are responsible for actual delivery of 

healthcare and education services under the Government's 

Integrated Child Development Services Scheme (ICDS 

scheme). Anganwadi sevikas undertake a range of crucial 

functions and are responsible for conducting real time 

monitoring of malnutrition among children and lactating 

mothers, organise immunization drive along with Auxiliary 

Nurse Midwife (ANM), maintain growth monitoring charts to 

track and assess the nutrition status of children, maintain 

records (including registrations of births and deaths), provide 

pre-school and health education, distribute supplementary 

nutrition, undertake health check-ups and referral services 

among others. 

 

As per the Centre for Equity Studies Report, the burden of non-

ICDS work on the anganwadi workers was high, as reflected 

in the percentage of anganwadi workers mobilised for other 

non-ICDS work. Despite the importance of the functions they 

perform and their ever increasing responsibilities, they are not 

entitled to any wages but are paid a meager amount of 

honorarium by the Central and the State Governments as per 

the cost sharing ratio. Recognition of the relatively unpaid care 

work done by women anganwadi workers and right to financial 

entitlements, job security and other employment related 

benefits is also required. The Bill, therefore, champions for the 

rights and welfare of the anganwadi workers and anganwadi 

helpers by mandating the Government to allocate the 

anganwadi workers and anganwadi helpers their due share of 

entitlements viz, wages and bonuses, healthcare and 

education services, pension and social security benefits. 
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3.8.2018 

The Skill (Training and Education) Bill, 2018 
 

Labour availability is expected to grow further as India is 

predicted to be the youngest country in the world with a 

median age of twenty-nine by 2020. However the Labour 

Bureau Report 2014 had pegged the skilled workforce of India 

at a dismal two per cent. The Government has taken several 

initiatives in the last few years under the Skill India 

Programme to train individuals in various industry relevant 

skills.  

 

However, most of these programmes target the freshly 

unemployed citizens or college dropouts, but ignores the 

approximately twenty per cent of the population in the age 

group of 40-60 years old who are usually unemployed by this 

age having retired from their previous employment. They have 

the potential to work and contribute in a significant way but 

they lag behind due to lack of skill required for any new job 

opportunity. If trained, this population can contribute in 

pushing the skilled workforce of India significantly.  

 

Skill training should be viewed as a complimentary part of 

mainstream education, rather than being regarded as an 

inferior alternative. Therefore, the curriculum should include 

skill training for students in schools and colleges as a 

compulsory subject.  

 

Ex-serviceman are made to leave a job at an age when their 

social responsibilities are at its peak. He is out of job when his 

children are growing or in school. Lack of entrepreneurial skills 

and unfamiliarity with the business/corporate world makes it 

difficult for him to get a second job to support his family. 

Gainful employability through skilled trades needs to be 

embraced by the wider Indian public. 
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3.8.2018 

The Menstrual Hygiene Management 

(Awareness and Affordable Sanitary Napkin 
Distribution) Bill, 2018 

 

Only in seven of India's thirty-six States and Union territories 

did ninety per cent. or more women in the fifteen to twenty-

five age group use hygienic protection during menstruation, 

according to the latest national health data. Even now, women 

are considered "impure" during their period, subjected to 

social, religious and cultural restrictions. This shame around 

menstruation also forces girls to opt out of school once they 

reach puberty, impeding the growth of female literacy in India. 

In rural India, twenty-three per cent. of girls have listed 

menstruation as the chief reason for dropping out of school. 

 

The risk of women contracting Reproductive Tract Infections 

(RTIs) is high in rural India, where, in the absence of toilets in 

villages, access to sanitation is still limited. Sanitary pads are 

either too expensive or unavailable for women in many parts 

of India. Thus the Bill seeks to create awareness about good 

menstrual hygiene practices among both men and women, 

remove the stigma, increase accessibility to affordable 

sanitary products.  

 

Non-biodegradable sanitary napkins pose a huge challenge in 

India, where disposal systems are largely missing in rural 

areas. According to census 2011 population data, 336 million 

girls and women in India experience menstruation. The lack of 

disposal treatment options of menstrual pads may lead to 

unsafe management of a mammoth volume of menstrual 

waste. To avoid the staggering amount of non-degradable 

waste generated by using synthetic sanitary pads, there is a 

need to promote manufacturing and usage of biodegradable 

pads. 



Sansad Ratna Speaks | Parliamentary speeches of  

Smt. Supriya Sule 

  

254 

 

28.12.2018 

The Gender Sensitization (Training and 

Education) Bill, 2018 
 

We have been working on enrolling girl children for education 

in schools for decades now. In our constant efforts to ensure 

their social independence and welfare, another step can be to 

provide a more gender sensitive and gender equitable 

environment in elementary schools.  

 

As part of personality building and skill development, since a 

child's first outdoor experience is at his/her school, gender 

sensitization lessons and workshops must be made an 

essential part of the study-curriculum. Storytelling and 

experiential learning are two interesting ways to make young 

minds learn effectively and involve young adolescents 

meaningfully to achieve desired results.  

 

If, in furtherance of the Protection of Children from Sexual 

Offences Act, 2012, a custom developed program about 

gender sensitivity is created in the simplest and most 

understandable mediums, gender sensitive issues and related 

identity complexities that children face in early years can be 

addressed more effectively.  

 

If unbiased participation of teachers and guardians is ensured 

by local authorities, on direction from the Central Government, 

this endeavour will take a reformative shape in the India 

Education system, which the future of our country long awaits. 
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28.12.2018 

The Right to Disconnect Bill, 2018 
 

According to the report released by the World Economic 

Forum, the proportion of mobile workers who could work from 

any location, is expected to rise beyond seventy per cent. 

While this has benefits in terms of work flexibility, it carries a 

significant risk of erosion of boundaries between professional 

and personal life. 

 

According to a study, the constant monitoring of work related 

messages and e-mails, may over tax employees' brains 

leading to a condition called 'info-obesity'. The condition is 

characterised by stress, burnouts and sleeplessness. Studies 

show that when employees are overburdened with work, 

either their productivity stays constant or even reduces with 

increase in work hours.  

 

The Bill respects the personal space of the employees by 

recognising their right to disconnect and not respond to their 

employer’s calls, emails etc., during out-of-work hours. The 

Bill provides for flexibility in the right to disconnect rules and 

leaves it to the individual companies to negotiate terms of 

service with their employees. The Bill stipulates overtime pay 

to check the surge in unpaid overtime work, brought about by 

digital transformation. The Bill also mandates the companies 

to draft their own policy towards employees working remotely, 

teleworking and travelling for work.  

 

To rein in the adverse effects of hyperconnectivity on 

employees' personal life, the Bill also provides for counseling 

services to increase awareness among employees on 

reasonable use of digital and communication tools. To free an 

employee from digital distractions and enable him to truly 

connect with the people around him, the Bill provides for 

digital detox centres.  
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28.12.2018 

The Tuberculosis (Prevention And 

Eradication) Bill, 2018 
 

As per the World Health Organisation, India accounts for half 

a million deaths annually due to tuberculosis. The data from 

the Central Bureau of Health Intelligence also identifies 

tuberculosis as the leading cause of deaths in the country, 

accounting for 63,297 deaths in 2015. 

 

The Bill provides for free screening and treatment of 

tuberculosis at tuberculosis Control Centres established at 

district level in every state. Mobile tuberculosis screening vans 

are also provided. Tuberculosis positive patients thus screened 

are referred to the nearest tuberculosis Control Centres for 

follow-up treatment and care. The Bill directs the State 

Government to undertake a mobile tuberculosis immunization 

drive to vaccinate children. The Bill also directs the 

government to undertake air borne infection control activities 

in areas vulnerable to disease.  

 

Tobacco use is one of the main causes of tuberculosis, 

contributing to 7.9 percent of tuberculosis related deaths in 

the country. Recognising tobacco as a major contributor to 

tuberculosis, the Bill provides for integration of tobacco 

cessation counselling services at all tuberculosis Control 

Centre.  The Bill has provisions to mobilise the local population 

to increase outreach to citizens about factors contributing to 

tuberculosis, symptoms of tuberculosis, and cough etiquette. 

To fund research in new drugs and diagnostic tools for 

tuberculosis, the Bill mandates all private and government 

companies involved in manufacture and distribution of tobacco 

related products, to contribute five per cent. of their annual 

sales value.  
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