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From the Desk of Editor-in-Chief 
 
 
Greetings from all of us @ The Editorial Team, to all our readers. 

 
We have survived past 2020 to see a New Year. This is the time to bow 
our heads in homage, to those who could not make it due to COVID-19. 
Such partings are untimely and unfortunate.  
 
At the threshold of 2021, we experience mixed feelings – hope as the 
COVID vaccine is here, and concern about what the economy and 
opportunities hold out for us. Let us look ahead with optimism, which is 
the better option. 
 

This month’s Editorial is about the year gone by and the year ahead. Much of what will 
happen during the new year depends on us and how we deal with life, based on our unusual 
experiences of 2020. 

 
Prime Minister Modi recently spoke about the concept of “One Nation, One Election” for the 
country. The Cover Story deliberates on this subject, based on views from experts. 
  
From among the virtual events organised by Prime Point Foundation, NextGen Political 
Leaders (NGPL) and your eMagazine PreSense, we have specially showcased two exclusives 
– an interview with Dr Sam Pitroda, the world-renowned telecom expert and entrepreneur, 

and the other, a conversation with Ms Priyanka Chaturvedi, Member of Parliament.  
 
An article examining the scope and hopes about the recently introduced COVID vaccine is 
covered under the segment, Health.  
 
We carry reports on events held under our parent umbrella, Prime Point Foundation, during 
the month. Our mascot, Prince presents his satirical comment. 

 
I hope you will enjoy reading this edition. Please share your feedback with us at 
editor@corpezine.com.  Your feedback is important to us. 

 

Downloads 

  
Download: 

www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense150 
 

Download: 
www.prpoint.com/ezine/initiatives 

Earlier Editions of your eMagazine, PreSense: https://www.corpezine.com 

mailto:editor@corpezine.com
http://www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense150
http://www.prpoint.com/ezine/initiatives
https://www.corpezine.com/


 

 

4 

Editorial 

 

The Year Gone By. The Year Ahead 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year Gone By 
 
The year 2020 has passed. We hear sighs of relief. Are these sighs too soon? Time will tell. 
  
The year 2020 began like almost any other year. Along with the New Year greetings, we 
were informed about an uncommon occurrence in an unfamiliar place called Wuhan in 
China, where a local virus was infecting the people and taking their lives in an epidemic. 
That news was treated as a localised incident and life continued normally, for the rest of the 
country and the world.  
 

Within three months, the virus crossed the borders, to infect the whole world like a wild 
forest fire. People began dying within days of infection. The spread of the virus was speedy 
and highly contagious. Doctors, scientists, governments were at a loss about how to deal 
with, and arrest this pandemic. The mask, what Michael Jackson adorned in the 2000s as a 
fashion statement, became a symbol of protection against the infection.  
 
Life and lifestyle changed for the whole world. We have lost loved ones and known people 
untimely, because of the virus. People who were gainfully employed, were suddenly 
threatened with debts and no income because of the impact of the virus on business and 
the economy. We know enough about the changes without having to go into the details.  
 
We are yet to see the last of the pandemic, as a new wave of a mutant virus takes over the 
European continent, and is spreading. 
 
There were strong speculations about the depletion of natural habitat being the reason for 
the bizarre occurrence. In the last week of December 2020, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
Director General of the World Health Organisation (WHO) warned that “history tells us that 
this will not be the last pandemic, and epidemics are a fact of life.” But more importantly, 
he said, “The pandemic has highlighted the intimate links between the health of humans, 
animals and the planet. Any efforts to improve human health are doomed unless they 

address the critical interface between humans and animals and the threat of climate change 
that is making our earth less habitable.” Food for serious thought and resolved action? 
 
Lessons to Learn from 2020 
 
Therefore, what must the lessons be, to be learned from this traumatic experience, as we 
step into the new year? To enumerate them, let us look at the positives among a series of 

negatives in the year.  
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 The pandemic forced families to stay together, giving the opportunity to connect, revive 
relationships and understand one another. Those who failed to leverage on this God-sent 
opportunity, lost out in divorces and intolerance. Their loss.  

 

 The lockdown taught us that every challenge is an opening for a new opportunity through 
an invention or a discovery – in this case, virtual connect in place of physical. We learnt 
to work, live and manage, using man’s latest greatest invention, Technology.  

 
 We exercised new flexibility in work-home time management.  
 
 We realised that there is life beyond fast cars, traffic, multiplexes and late-night parties.  

 
 We learnt to look around, notice, and be aware of other lives – of other people, animals, 

vegetation. An invisible but vital segment and lifeline in our working society – the 
unorganised migrant working community who were worst hit by the lockdowns, emerged 
in the visibility of the society.  

 
 People, who were so far, content to be ordinary people, became Good Samaritans. People 

learnt to be more generous, more sensitised, more aware of the importance of the 
Universe, eco-balance and care, as critical elements for our own survival and health.  

 
 For a change, we were able to enlist things to be grateful for, rather than be unhappy 

about shortfalls. We were thankful to be alive and healthy, as also for our loved ones.  
 
The Year Ahead 

 
The new year comes with hopes and apprehensions about the COVID vaccine. We must not 
compromise on hygiene and social distancing for a while more. We still have uncertainties 
about new job opportunities, the new office environment moving from physical to mostly 
WFH (Work-From-Home), and classes shifting from school buildings to virtual screens, as 
the new normal. Whatever the change, humans are wired to adapt. So, there is hope.  
 
What we still need to do, is change our inherent attitude and approach as exploiters of 
Mother Earth, to preservers of Nature, and fellow survivors with the flora and fauna.  
 
When our popular indigenous music group, the Shillong Chamber Choir, released their latest 
album last week, singing carols in local and traditional languages, the founder of the Choir, 
Neil Nongkynrih explained, “Most of us have a very westernised way of viewing the festival. 
We associate it with Santa, reindeers and Christmas trees. But actually, it is all about Jesus 

Christ’s humble birth in a desert in the Middle East. We want to share that spirit through our 
songs.” And so, the music album was aptly titled, “Come Home Christmas”.  
 
Similarly, we need to take a break, if we have not done it yet, and make a refreshed New 
Year resolution (for sincere implementation), to look beyond a dog-eat-dog lifestyle, beyond 
workaholism, beyond selfish indulgence. Instead, we need to regard Mother Earth and our 

natural co-inhabitants with care, preserve our familial relationships, and reinforce our core 
value system to promote cooperative co-existence.  
 
Are we asking too much of ourselves? Only we ourselves have the answer. If there is a will, 
there is a way. We are in dire need of peace and goodwill, health and well-being on Earth. 
Let’s make it happen, working together! 
 
by Susan Koshy, Editor-in-Chief 
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Cover Story 

 

Is Simultaneous Election Feasible? 

Background 
 
Recently, while addressing the 80th All India Presiding Officers’ Conference, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi urged the authorities to simplify the laws to enable ‘One Nation, One 
Election’, and a single voters’ list for polls.  He wanted the people to discuss the feasibility of 
‘Simultaneous Elections’ for both Lok Sabha and State Assemblies.   

 
‘Simultaneous Elections’ is not new to India. 
The first four General Elections to Lok Sabha 
(1952 to 1967) and various State Assemblies 
were held simultaneously.  Thereafter, due to 
the dissolution of some State Assemblies and 
the premature dissolution of Lok Sabha, the 
election cycle got disrupted. Besides the 
General Elections for Lok Sabha, the Election 
Commission has to conduct elections for five to 

six State Assemblies every year at different times, depending on the term of completion of 
the individual State Assemblies.  
 
Conducting the Indian General Elections is the biggest event management in the world.  

Besides incurring a huge expenditure, the Election Commission of India (ECI) deploys more 
than 10 million Government officials and 
security forces during this election period. 
Preparation of the voters’ list involves 
expenditure and deployment of Government 
officials. This is in addition to the strain for the 

political parties, and a huge expenditure.  
According to Narayanan Thirupathy, BJP 
Spokesperson, the Government spends around 
Rs.10,000 crores every five year towards the 
General Elections.  According to him the 
political parties spent around Rs.30,000/- crores in the 2014 General Elections, and 
Rs.60,000/- crores in the 2019 General Elections.   

 
Since elections are held every year for different states, the government machinery and the 
security forces are engaged in election duty, and routine official work gets dislocated.  Other 
issues include (1) disruption of normal public life, (2) perpetuation of communal and caste 
issues and (3) adverse impact on the focus of governance and policy, for electoral gains.   
 
The problems that arise due to the imposition of the Model Code of Conduct (MCC), have 

been articulated by the Parliamentary Standing Committee in its 79th report. The Committee 
states “The imposition of Model Code of Conduct (MCC) puts on hold the entire development 
programme and activities of the Union and State Governments in the poll bound State. It 
even affects the normal governance. Frequent elections lead to imposition of MCC over 
prolonged periods of time. This often leads to policy paralysis and governance deficit”. 
 
The Prime Minister said that the political parties and the Executives were always in the 

election mode due to frequent elections in the country, and many of the development 
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schemes could not be announced or implemented due to the Model Code of Conduct, 
applicable at different parts of the country.  Further, the multi-phased elections (upto 7 
phases) create more strain to the Government machinery and political parties.   
 

Constitutional Provisions 
 
The Indian Constitution (Article 83(2) and 172(1)) provides for a normal term of five years 
for the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies from the date of the first sitting.  Since they do not 
have any fixed time, they could be dissolved earlier than its normal term.  The tenure of the 
House cannot be extended beyond five years, except in an emergency situation.  
 

Section 14 and 15 of the Representation of People Act 1951 empowers the Election 
Commission to notify and conduct elections to both Lok Sabha and State Assemblies, six 
months prior to the end of the normal term. 
 
Other Countries 
 
According to United Kingdom’s Fixed-term Parliaments Act, 2011, the tenure of the 
Parliament is fixed at five years.  Elections will be held on the first Thursday of May every 
fifth year.  The Parliament can be dissolved only when the motion is passed by a two-thirds 
majority (including vacant seats), or when an alternate Government could not be formed 
within 14 days from a No-Confidence motion. Elections will be held only for the remainder 
period.  
 
According to the Federal Republic of Germany’s Basic Law (Article 67 – Constructive vote of 

no confidence), lack of confidence can be expressed only after electing the successor with a 
majority.  
 
Reports of the Official Committees 
 
The Law Commission of India headed by Hon’ble Justice B. P. Jeevan Reddy, in its 170th 
report on Reform of Electoral Laws (1999), suggests an end to elections every year, and 
insists on one election every five years.   
 
The Election Commission of India (ECI) also wrote to the Government in November 1999, 
that the separate electoral rolls prepared by the ECI and State EC created confusion.  
 
In 2015, the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances, Law and 
Justice in its 79th report analysed the ‘Feasibility of Holding Simultaneous Elections to the 

Lok Sabha and State Assemblies’.  They sought the views of all the political parties and 
stakeholders.  After an in-depth study, the Committee accepted that there were challenges 
in frequent elections, and recommended ‘Two-Phase’ elections, Phase One for Lok Sabha 
and some State Assemblies and Phase Two after 30 months for remaining State Assemblies, 
grouping various State Assemblies together based on their tenure.   
 

Since ECI has the powers to notify and conduct elections six months before the end of the 
term, the Committee has suggested grouping of the State Assemblies either by curtailing or 
extending the term to synchronise with the General Elections as a ‘one-time measure’.   
 
This could be implemented by a consensus with the political parties and through a 
Parliament resolution. In this process, assuming that this scheme is implemented from the 
2024 General Elections after consensus, around 16 State Assemblies and Lok Sabha 
Elections will be held in the first phase in May 2024.  The second phase of elections for the 
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remaining State Assemblies will be held somewhere during November-December 2026 
(midway of 2024 and 2029).  The 79th Parliamentary Committee Report explains this 
proposal with a detailed chart.  
 

Reactions from Political Parties 
 
Some of the political parties like Indian National Congress, Trinamool Congress, NCP, and 
Communist parties have expressed reservations about the executability and operational 
feasibility.  This is the biggest challenge. 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had called for an all-party meet in June 2019 to discuss and 

arrive at a consensus among the political parties, on this issue. Out of 40 invited parties, 
only 21 were present and three shared their views in writing. Indian National Congress, 
Trinamool Congress, BSP, SP, DMK, AAP and Shiv Sena did not participate.  
 
Criticisms 
 
T K Rangarajan, former MP and Senior Leader 
of CPI(M) feels that this initiative would 
disturb the federal structure of our country, 
and only national parties would dominate, 
eliminating the regional parties.  He also 
expressed the concern that the ruling party at 
the centre might create instability in the 
opposition party-ruled states, in order to bring 

the state under the President’s Rule. He felt 
that such simultaneous elections were not 
implementable.  He alleges that this initiative 
would be a politically motivated one, to bring 
the entire country under one rule.   
 
During discussions with apolitical people, there was apprehension expressed about regional 
issues fading away in simultaneous elections.  Hence, the regional parties are reluctant to 
accept the proposed election reforms.   
 
Expert Views 
 
Former Chief Election Commissioner of India T S Krishnamurthy, speaking to PreSense, said 

that ‘simultaneous elections’ is 

theoretically an attractive 
proposition. He also said that 
Constitutional changes were needed to 
ensure fixed tenure of legislatures and 
transition provisions, giving right to 
extend or curtail tenure of 

existing state legislatures. He 
cautioned that simultaneous elections 
might pose administrative problems 
with deployment of more para military 
forces to maintain law and order.  
 

T S Krishnamurthy, added that as a first step, before considering simultaneous 
elections, instead of multi-phased elections for Parliament and State Assemblies in the 

“Simultaneous Elections is theoretically 
an attractive proposition.  Suitable 
Constitutional changes are required.  
This would save enormous expenditure 
for the Government and political parties. 
Advantages overweigh disadvantages.” 

 
- T S Krishnamurthy, Former Chief 

Election Commissioner of India 

 
 

“This initiative will disturb the 
federal structure of our country, 
and only national parties will 
dominate, eliminating the 
regional parties.  this is a 
politically motivated one, to 
bring the entire country under 
one rule.” 

- T K Rangarajan. Former MP 

and Senior Leader of CPI (M) 
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current system, we should hold ‘single day’ elections, excluding certain identified regions for 
security reasons.  He agreed that ‘simultaneous elections’ would save enormous expenditure 
for the Government and for the political parties.  He summed up saying that advantages 
overweighed the disadvantages. 

 
Srinivasa Prabhu, Joint Secretary (Retired) of the Lok Sabha Secretariat and a 
Constitutional expert, speaking to PreSense, said that if a mid-term election was held for 
Lok Sabha or State Assemblies after a no-confidence motion without any possibility of a new 
Government, the election should be held only for the remaining period of the term of the 
House.  He said that none of the political parties were interested in dissolving the House, to 
face elections. They would therefore explore all possibilities of forming an alternate 

Government.  He agreed that during simultaneous elections, the national issues might 
overwhelm the regional issues, triggering the regional parties to work hard when they were 
in power.   
 
Prof. G Ramesh, Professor of Public Policy, Indian Institute of Management, Bengaluru said 
that corruption increased due to huge election expenses. Due to frequent elections 
happening across the country, the Government is not in a position to take any bold reform 
decisions, for electoral reasons.  He supported the suggestion given by the Parliamentary 
Committee (79th Report) for two-phase elections.  He said that holding simultaneous 
elections for Lok Sabha and State Assemblies once in five years, was infeasible.  
 
Dr E M Sudarsana Nachiappan, former Rajya Sabha Member of Parliament (MP), 
representing Indian National Congress, was the Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee 
and he presented the 79th report to the Parliament in Dec 2015.  This report has also been 

accepted by NITI Aayog.  
 
Speaking to PreSense, Dr Sudarsana Nachiappan said that during the first General Elections 
in 1952, when Congress had prominent national and regional leaders, they could not win in 
some of the State Assemblies. Even in the 2019 General Elections, when some State 
Assemblies went to polls along with Lok Sabha polls, BJP got a lower percentage in the 
Assembly segments of some states, than what they polled for Lok Sabha. Based on this 
observation, he allayed the fears that the federal set-up of the nation would be disturbed.  
The enactment of the Anti-Defection Act in 1985 and the Supreme Court Judgement in the 
SR Bommai Case (1994), have made it difficult for the ruling party at the centre to dissolve 
State Assemblies, according to their whims and fancies, he said.  Indian democracy matures 
day by day, encouraging us to move forward with the reforms.   
 
Dr Sudarasana Nachiappan also quoted the example of the Fixed Time Parliament Act 2011 

of the United Kingdom, where the tenure of their Parliament was fixed by an Act.  In his 79th 
Report, he suggested a model that a 
specific term could be fixed for Lok Sabha 
and State Assemblies, and dissolution 
could be made tighter.   
 

Conclusion and Way Forward 
 
We consulted many political leaders and 
experts while researching for this Cover 
Story.  There is consensus that a large 
amount of money is being spent during 
elections, leading to corruption. There is a 
general feeling that the country urgently needs electoral reforms to curb money power.  

In the past three decades, we have 
seen the trend that whenever a new 
reform policy is mooted by the ruling 
party, the opposition parties give a 
knee-jerk reaction opposing the 
proposal and demanding its 
immediate withdrawal, without going 

into the merits of the suggestion. 
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In the past three decades, we have seen the trend that whenever a new reform policy is 
mooted by the ruling party, the opposition parties give a knee-jerk reaction, opposing the 
proposal and demanding its immediate withdrawal, without going into the merits of the 

suggestion.  At the same time, when the opposition comes to power, they implement those 
very policies quickly.  The previous ruling party, now in the opposition, opposes the same 
policy, which they had mooted earlier. Although democracy seems mature because of voting 
by the people, political parties need to improve their attitude and approach, to look into any 
proposal objectively, keeping the nation’s interest in sight, and not their political interest. 
 
In 1991, when Congress introduced liberalisation, all the opposition parties opposed it tooth 

and nail.  Later on, when they came to power, they implemented it. BJP, which had opposed 
the Aadhar card and GST when they were in the opposition, implemented them after they 
assumed power. Unfortunately, Congress which had piloted the idea, is now opposing the 
proposal. Similarly, the political parties which were in power earlier, and had proposed the 
NEET Examination, and various road projects and industry projects, are now opposing as 
the Opposition.  ‘Opposing for the sake of opposition’ is not in the interest of the nation. 
 
The concept of simultaneous elections is an idea mooted and developed over 20 years by 
various governments and the expert committees. In the interest of the nation first, all the 
political parties and stakeholders should critically discuss the concept, and come out with a 
solution for electoral reforms and simultaneous elections.  
 
by K Srinivasan, Publisher and Managing Editor 

 

 

Dr E M Sudarsana Nachiappan, Member of Parliament (Rajya 
Sabha) was the Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee 

which went into the various aspects of ‘Simultaneous Elections’ 
and presented the report to the Parliament in December 2015. 
This 79th report, which is the latest official document available 
for discussion on the subject, can be downloaded from the link: 
http://tinyurl.com/report79 .  
 
As Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee, he also 
presented a report (No. 18) on 'Electoral Reforms' to the 
Parliament. 
 

Interactive Session with Dr Sudarsana Nachiappan | 24th Jan 2021 

Dr E M Sudarsana Nachiappan will be sharing his views on "Electoral Reforms and 
Simultaneous Elections' on Sunday, 24th January 2021 at 4.00 pm before an 

invited audience through the virtual platform, Zoom.   
 
This programme organised by your eMagazine PreSense can be watched live on 
YouTube in the link: 
 
https://youtu.be/ZbOZHs-2fxk . 
 

 

http://tinyurl.com/report79
https://youtu.be/ZbOZHs-2fxk
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Exclusive 

 

Interview with Dr Sam Pitroda, 

Father of Indian Telecom Revolution 
 

“We need technology in agriculture to improve the income of our farmers” 

The Editorial Team of PreSense had an interactive session with Dr Sam Pitroda, an 
internationally renowned telecom inventor, entrepreneur and policy maker with over 50 

years of experience in the Information and Communication domain. We reproduce an 
extract from the interview. The recording of the full interview is available at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Inz9VKDv1I . 
 

 
Q1. Why is India not able to merge technology with agriculture which is the 
backbone of the country? 
 
Dr. Pitroda: In agriculture, technology has a lot to do in the areas of soil, irrigation, seeds, 
weather forecasting, marketing, distribution and delivery. We need technology in agriculture 
to improve the income of our farmers. We need technology for the people at the bottom of 
the economic pyramid. The best brains in the world are busy solving problems of the rich. 
The problems of the poor do not get the right talent to resolve them. 
 
Q2. How can we use technology with data security? 
 

Dr. Pitroda: Technology can track you down through your credit card, your mobile phone 
and your social media, besides other devices. Let us accept this fact and be cautious about 
our private matters like health, wealth and family, where we need to keep them as private 
as possible. We need to take care of security here like we lock our house. We need to 
continuously use better locks to keep our private matters private.  
 

Priyadharshni Rahul Prime Point Srinivasan 

Dr. Sam Pitroda Srinivasa Gopal Susan Koshy 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Inz9VKDv1I
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Q3. Please share your experience in the technology revolution that you were 
involved, in the 1980s. 
 
Dr. Pitroda: I strongly believed that connectivity could bring everyone in this diverse and 

interesting country together. When the then Prime Minister approved my proposal, I was 
empowered with the political will to do something for this country. The focus was to improve 
access to telephones rather than telephones themselves. The idea of STD PCOs (Public 
Calling Offices) booths, developed with indigenous resources, became popular. Thus, in 
forty years, from just 2 million telephones for which we needed to wait 10 years, India now 
has 1.2 billion phones. 
 

Q4. In the banking sector, how do we maintain the right technology while 
maintaining high security? 
 
Dr. Pitroda: In today’s banking, transacting is almost instant to any place in the world so 
that distance is irrelevant and time is instant. When compared to the volume of banking 
transactions running to trillions and trillions every day globally, the extent of frauds is 
miniscule, and it is calculated into the cost of banking. And the banking sector is doing its 
best to take care of the threats and risks. 
 
Q5. How do you see our education system and what would you suggest for 
change?  
 
Dr. Pitroda: We need three things for education – motivation, time and content. If one has 
the motivation and time, content is available on the internet. So, we do not really need a 

teacher in the conventional sense, but a mentor. Therefore, we need to change the 
education system. There are three challenges to address – expansion for inclusivity, quality 
of education to equip students to solve problems and not learn by rote, and reach so that 
the poorest of poor have access to proper education.  
 
Education is fundamentally about being a good human being and a good citizen – a self that 
is disciplined, respectful, creative and comfortable with oneself. The three fundamental 
things in life are to love, be engaged/occupied, and be fulfilled with life. 
 
Q6. What are the strengths you see in the Indian youth today? Do you see any 
area for improvement? 
 
Dr. Pitroda: India has an advantage because of its large number of the youth. Our young 
people should be the workforce for the world, solving problems of the world, and not just 

India. We need to build their character to see beyond making money at some point.  They 
needed to trust in life, practise truth, respect one another, heed age, experience and 
wisdom, and build an inclusive society. 
 
The Team comprised Prime Point Srinivasan Managing Editor & Publisher, Susan Koshy, 
Editor-in-Chief, Priyadarshni Rahul, Deputy Editor, and Srinivasa Gopal, Technical Support.   

 
 
by Susan Koshy, Editor-in-Chief 

 

 

 



 

 

13 

Health 
 

Corona Virus – Where the World Stands Today 
 
Introduction 
 
This one year turned our whole world upside down. People were fearing for their lives, 
factories were shut down, there were lockdowns, curfews, and scramble for safety 
measures. Yes, the world witnessed the fallout of the COVID-19 pandemic during 2020. 
Even after enduring and suffering the pandemic for a year, mankind is still gripped with 

many open questions. What a devastatingly sad experience, repeating itself after a century. 
The last known worst pandemic was the Spanish flu pandemic of 1919.  
 
Emergence of the Mutant Strain(s) of Virus 
 
A virus, like the flu virus for example, might periodically change itself (mutate) so that it 
can evade the defensive mechanisms of the human body, in order to survive. It also 
mutates vigorously whenever the antibody present inside the body (either due to the 
person’s natural immune system or due to a vaccine inoculation) challenges the virus. There 
are many factors which decide mutation mechanisms including the rate of mutation, 
transmissibility and virulence of the mutants. We do not have scientific data, as on date, to 
confirm that the presently noted mutants are more virulent or that they are mutating 
rapidly. Mutant break out can be scientifically found out and tracked, if we do genome 
mapping studies, done at large scale. 

 
Some British and Swiss drug companies, reassure that the accuracy of their diagnostic tests 
can help identify the variants also. Vaccine makers including Pfizer and BioNTech are also 
investigating whether the mutant virus that emerged in Britain, could elude their mRNA 
(messenger RNA) shots (a type of vaccine that uses a copy of a natural chemical called 
messenger RNA to produce an immune response). They say that they need about two more 
weeks’ time to make a determination. They say they expect them to still work, but the data 
needs to bear that out. 
 
Virus mutation is a natural phenomenon and scientists throughout the world, are addressing 
this problem. The only reliable shield now for mankind is Science and Technology.  
 
Vaccines – Hope, Yet with One Limitation 
 

Our ancestors who faced the 1918 and earlier 
pandemics did not know what exactly a virus 
was, how it looked like, what its structure and 
physiology was, while trying to fighting it to 
survive. But with the discovery of the electron 
microscope in 1917 (for which the Nobel Prize 
was awarded), the domain of virology advanced 
to a great extent, reducing the vaccine 
development time from about 10 to 15 years 
(50 years ago) to about a month now! Now, 
theories, mathematical models, and computer 
simulations are available to understand the 
efficacies of vaccines in a better and safer way. 
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The only parameter which we cannot do away with, is the mandatory requirement of 
running the different trial phases, which cannot be shortened. 
 
We currently have about 230 vaccine candidates around the globe, which are in different 

stages of validations. Many of them have cleared the mandatory phase 3 trials and some of 
them have been approved for emergency use to contain the pandemic. The scientific fact is 
that all these vaccines are equally safe and most of them are equally efficient. 
 
Summary of the Emerging Vaccine Candidates 
 
There are three generations of vaccines. The first-generation vaccines are whole-organism 

vaccines – either live and weakened or killed forms of viruses. The second-generation 
vaccines were developed to reduce the risks from live vaccines of first generation. These are 
also called subunit vaccines, which can generate antibody responses in the human body. 
The RNA and the DNA vaccines belong to the third generation. 
 
Even then, we are not able to answer some questions, as of now, viz.  
 Can we administer them to young children?  
 Can pregnant women take the vaccine?  
 If a woman takes a vaccination, for how long should she postpone her pregnancy?  
 Can a person take one type of vaccine for the first dose and another type of vaccine for 

the second dose? 
 Will a third booster dose be required?   
 How long will a person be protected against the corona virus, after being vaccinated? 
 

Our inability to answer these questions is due to the non-availability of long-term data, 
without which we cannot answer these and other such questions. 
 
What 2021 Advises and Promises 
 
Getting inoculated against the corona 
virus, as and when it is available, as 
per the advice of the scientists and 
health care professionals, can be 
good. In the meantime, all of us 
must strictly follow masking up, 
maintaining social distancing, 
rigorously maintaining face and hand 
washing protocols, and respiratory 

hygiene, in our own and society’s 
interest, at least for the next 15 to 
20 months. If we are committed to 
the above simple rules, scientists are 
confident that by the middle of 2021, 
things will improve significantly and 

around this time, next year, the 
world will definitely be a much safer 
and near normal place to live in. 
 
 
by Dr R Jagannathan, Editorial Advisor  
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Exclusive 
 

Ms Priyanka Chaturvedi, Member of Parliament 

“Be persistent in your effort. When they see progress, the world is with you!” 

In an exclusive conversation with Ms Priyanka Vickram Chaturvedi, 
Member of Parliament in the talk series, Aura, Ms Priyanka shared her 
experiences in her journey to become a well-known politician, and a 
successful woman. Ms Priyanka Chaturvedi is also the deputy leader of 
her political party, Shiv Sena. She was earlier the national spokesperson 
of Indian National Congress before she quit.   
 
We reproduce some of Ms Priyanka Chaturvedi’s thoughts, shared in the 
conversation: 
 

Ms Priyanka Joining Politics 

 
As a mother of two, it was the 26/11/2008 Mumbai terrorist attack that triggered my zeal to 
join politics. Politics was an opportunity to be the change I was seeking. 
 
My decision was an initial shock to my family. When I was getting into politics, I was 
advised that as a woman, I cannot have an impactful political career unless I came from a 
politically connected family or I was a well-established celebrity or someone with lots of 

money. 
 
But my conviction, determination and perseverance impressed my family, the people and 
the public in general, so as to acknowledge and appreciate what I am, with my legitimate 
space in politics in the male-dominated arena. 
 
Ms Priyanka in Politics 

 
Politicians are viewed with suspicion by the public. You need to prove yourself and gain their 
confidence. It is important to be committed and grounded. Remember the 1.3 billion people 
in India and the 800 odd representatives in the Parliament. That is where you stand. With 
great power comes great responsibility. Your duty should be to strengthen the nation and its 
people. 
 

Women in Politics 
 
It is equally important for women to perform with utmost commitment. Consistently prove 
your worth, convince your family of your decision and ambition. Be persistent in your effort. 
When they see progress, the world is with you. And there is no compromise to your 
womanhood. Fighting for your dignity and self-respect is imperative and not a tradable 
commodity. 

 
Women’s Performance in Parliament 
 
With their confidence and efforts, women MPs give a sense of purpose to younger women 
who look for a political career. Women have this amazing power of inspiring other women. 
Ms Supriya Sule, as the top performing MP, encourages and inspires others with her 
personal commitment, positivity and openness to suggestions. 
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Managing Family and Politics 
 
During my initial years, my daughter was just two years.  I was trying to establish myself 

by burning the midnight oil. I did miss out on many important family events, but my 
husband, my children and my family gave me the strength to go after my calling for this 
nation. My husband and I shared the parenting responsibilities between ourselves, and 
today my kids are independent, mature and grounded with a strong value system. 
 
Ms Priyanka’s Strength Against Social Harassment 
 

My self-respect is valuable. I cannot let my children see me as a leader from outside, and a 
broken person inside. So, I did not let go of those perpetrators of social harassment against 
me. This is a message to my son that he cannot behave badly with women, and for my 
daughter that she must never forget her core values.  
 
After resigning (from the political party that condoned the perpetrators who harassed me), 
the options were to either end up as a failure who stood up for her dignity, or else try again 
in another political party which will respect me for what I am. I chose Shiv Sena, and l 
continue in my political career with many more achievements on the way! 
 
Youth in Politics 
 
This is the best time for youngsters to understand and learn about politics, and aspire, as 
almost every political party is looking for fresh blood and ideas. Young minds with the right 

spirit must govern this country. Tomorrow is yours. Believe in it! 
 
Message to Men with Ambitious Women by their Side 
 
Respect and support women for their choices. Be open to discuss their decisions and do not 
judge their abilities by conventional yardsticks. Treat them as equals and have 
conversations with them. Convince them that you are with them. 
 
Prerequisites of a Good Politician 
 
Empathy, staying grounded, patience, high emotional quotient, ability to stay connected 
with the people, and to listen. Communication should be clear. Create a narrative about 
yourself. The social media can help in effectively conveying one’s opinion to the public. 
Always be aware of the others’ ideologies. It helps in strengthening your own convictions. 

Prepare and be thorough in understanding the concept and background of any topic for 
debate or discussion. 
 
The complete conversation can be viewed in the following link:  
https://youtu.be/nPyr9d14AEk. 
 

by Priyadharshni Rahul, Deputy Editor 
 
 

 

  

https://youtu.be/nPyr9d14AEk


 

 

17 

Report on Our Events 

 

Aura, the Inspiration! 

From the deepest pages of history 

till the infinite years ahead, a 

woman is looked up as an 

embodiment of power. The power to 

create, the power to inculcate, the 

power to withstand and the power 

to proceed. A woman standing 

indispensable as a mother, 

daughter, wife, sibling and friend, 

has also proven her vigour to 

perceive, compete and succeed. To 

stand for herself, to commit herself 

and fight for her dreams is not an 

easy everyday privilege and does 

not come too easy her way. She needs to put in her extra zeal and push to ensure she 

is not stopped by the implicit pull back strings, be it societal, emotional or customary. 

With no compromise to her family commitment and duties and to succeed in her 

professional endeavours, is a craving every young woman strives for. 

Prime Point Foundation, with two of its initiatives, Next Gen Political Leaders (NGPL) and 
eMagazine PreSense, started a new series titled ‘Aura, the Inspiration’, where renowned 
women achievers are interviewed by Ms Priyadharshni Rahul, (Secretary, Prime Point 
Foundation; National President, NGPL; and Deputy Editor, PreSense), the hostess, about 
their professional and personal life journeys to showcase their inspiring journeys. (ORGA 
FRESH – creations from MSME ladies – sponsors gift hampers of homemade products for the 
special guests). 
 
Edition 1 
 
In the first edition of the series, Dr Ameeta Mulla Wattal, Principal, 
Springdales School, New Delhi and a well-known educationist and 
National Awardee, shared her inspiring journey to success as she 
made her way to be a successful educationist, after her father, a 

national martyr died at the warfront when she was just 14 years 
old. Please watch the conversation in the following link: 
https://youtu.be/ULWnlGW83to . 
 
Edition 2 

 
In the second edition, Ms Priyanka Chaturvedi, Member of 
Parliament shared her challenging journey into politics. She 
said that politics gave her the opportunity to be the change 
that she was seeking to be. She encouraged more youngsters 
to join politics with commitment to develop our nation. Please 
watch conversation in the following link: 
https://youtu.be/nPyr9d14AEk . 

 

https://youtu.be/ULWnlGW83to
https://youtu.be/nPyr9d14AEk
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DiSAI 
 
Computer Security Day – Mobile Security and Ethical Hacking 
 

PreSense and Digital Security Association of 
India (DiSAI) organised an interactive session to 
celebrate Computer Security Day on 30th 
November 2020.  Mr Sai Satish, CEO, Indian 
Servers, Vijayawada, shared his views on ‘Mobile 
Security and Ethical Hacking’.  The programme 
was streamed live on social media platforms.  
The session can be watched in the following link: 
https://youtu.be/MtoZ8RU7MUE . 
 
 

Amudha Surabhi 

Edition 7: Sri Ramanuja and His Social Reforms 1000 Years Ago 
 
Mr Amaruvi, Author, and 
Mr Tada Periasamy, 
Leader of the Scheduled 
Caste shared their views 
on how Sri Ramanuja 

was boldly implementing 
social reforms one 
thousand years ago.  The 
programme can be 
watched in the following link:  https://youtu.be/zvsU6kaxLQU . 
 

Edition 8: ‘Sri Kanda Sashti Kavacham’ – Unknown Facts  

Dr M Sivachandran, author of various books on Saiva Siddantha and 
Professor, explained about some little-known facts about Sri Kanda 
Sashti Kavacham. The discussion can be viewed in the following link:   
https://youtu.be/_6hB0fpDrtI . 
 

Edition 9 and 10: Architecture and Sculpture in Ancient India 

Sthapathy Dr K Dakshninamoorthy, a renowned 
expert on temple architecture and sculpture, 
explained elaborately about the various aspects of 
ancient building and sculpture sastras.  The popular 
film director, Naga joined in the conversation.  The 
programme is presented in two parts in the 
following links:   
Part One: https://youtu.be/KEqC7V1ko2E  
Part Two: https://youtu.be/0o0HlZXCnlI  

https://youtu.be/MtoZ8RU7MUE
https://youtu.be/zvsU6kaxLQU
https://youtu.be/_6hB0fpDrtI
https://youtu.be/KEqC7V1ko2E
https://youtu.be/0o0HlZXCnlI
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