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From the Desk of Editor-in-Chief 
   

The Editorial Team wishes all 

our readers a very happy 

New Year 2017.  We are 

pleased to release the 118th 

(December 2016) edition of 

your ezine PreSense with the 

regular interesting contents.   

 

As we release this edition, the nation 

might have surrendered all the 

demonetised currencies to the banks.  

Now the nation is moving towards a 

reduced cash economy.  Our Editorial and 

Cover Story prepares the citizens for the 

change and the available opportunities 

brought about by this landmark event in 

the country. 

 

We are confident that our readers will find 

the articles on Ignited Minds, and the 

performance of the Parliament during the 

recently concluded session, informative.   

 

Please send us your feedback to 

editor@corpezine.com.  

.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
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wishes all readers a very happy and prosperous 
 

New Year  
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Editorial 
 

Demonetisation – You Moved My Cheese! 

When one reflects on the impact of the current Demonetisation move in India, one is 

reminded of a book titled “Who Moved My Cheese”, written by Spencer Johnson in 1998. It 

is a story about four characters – Scurry and Sniff, Hem and Haw. They were all living their 

own happy lives because they had a huge reserve of the food they needed viz. the cheese, 

abundantly available nearby. But what they did not notice was the gradual depletion in the 

quantity of the cheese so that one day it was no longer available for them.  

 

Scurry and Sniff seemed to have sensed the inevitable before it happened. They were 

prepared for the crisis, and immediately moved on to another place for alternative sources 

of cheese. Hem and Haw however, were unprepared. They felt devastated and victimised. 

They suspected the crisis to be some fraud or foul play.  They refused to explore 

alternatives, insisting that the unfair situation be changed. In the meantime, they remained 

hungry with no cheese to feed on. “Who Moved My Cheese” is a book about change and how 

one deals with it. 

 

At 8 pm on November 8th 2016, the Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi announced 

the devaluation of Rs.1000 and Rs.500 currency notes with effect from midnight of the 

same day. He also appealed to the fellow citizens for their support in this implementation as 

it was directed to quash black money and fake money that was rampant in the country. 

Banks remained closed the following two days, and the day after onwards marked a flurry of 

activity for exchange of old for new notes at banks, market places, homes and public places. 

Where 86% of the currency value in circulation was withdrawn in a country where 98% was 

transacted in cash, this scenario made a horror story, especially for the citizens who were 

caught off-guard by the move.  

 

The opposition political parties howled foul play by the government, accusing the 

government of insensitivity towards the common people’s hardship. There was demand for 

reversing the decision. There was enough criticism to counter any positive scorecards for 

the move. Even as this edition is ready for release, the commotion continues. And in the 

meantime, the government justifies the suddenness and secrecy of the move as the only 

way to catch the culprits (read hoarders and fake money mongers) – by surprise. 

 

A point for reflection is - did we miss the telltale sign of what was in store for the country on 

that fateful day in November 2016? One would suspect so.  

 

As far back as on 15th August 2014, the Prime Minister announced a financial scheme called 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY). The objective of PMJDY was the financial 

inclusion of every citizen of India who did not have a bank account. ‘A bank account for 

each household’ was the declared motto and national priority. PMJDY allows the opening of 

a bank account with zero balance, it provides accident insurance; it provides the RuPay 

debit card which can be used for transactions; it provides loan benefits; and it provides 

mobile phone banking facilities. PMJDY was essentially aimed at motivating the poor, the 

marginalised and the rural dwellers to move from traditional cash based transactions to a 

cashless one, and be included in the country’s mainline banking economy.  

 

The intention of this editorial is neither to defend the government’s move for 

demonetisation nor to evaluate it. That is another matter. The intention is to ask, “now that 

it has happened and there is obviously no going back, what next?” Do we dwell on the 
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tragedy of the hardships of demonetisation like Hem and Haw, or do we look to change for 

positive alternatives, like Scurry and Sniff did?  

 

The answer to this can be inferred from the experience of the families of a sleepy village in 

Kakuturivaripalem, Prakasam District in the South Indian state of Andhra Pradesh. Its 2209 

residents, who were once strangers to banking, now deal cashless. They now operate bank 

accounts, use RuPay cards and mobile phones to transact and make payments to milk 

suppliers and stores which are equipped with electronic Point of Sale machines. This road to 

a cashless lifestyle began with their local bank’s drive for PMJDY.  

 

 
Kakuturivaripalem villagers lead the nation – Photo courtesy: The Hindu 

The villagers also supported each other by guiding and encouraging electronic banking 

among the fresh users in their village. Therefore, unlike other parts of the same district, and 

the country, there were no queues for cash in this village after demonetisation was 

declared. When cash crunch threatened to hamper the sowing of crops, the villagers got 

together and helped in the transfer of funds to the accounts of suppliers of farming needs 

such as fertilisers and pesticides, to ensure uninterrupted supply for the farmers.  

 

In a country where urbanites and literates, politicians and economists cried foul about the 

‘cheese’ that disappeared, the villages of Kakuturivaripalem got together, recognised their 

potential, leveraged on the opportunity, and moved forward in a smooth migration to a 

cashless lifestyle. May be, the rest of the country needs to take a break from the debates 

and rallies and take a cue from these wise villagers on how to move on, without crying 

“Who Moved My Cheese!” 

 

By Susan Koshy, Editor 
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Cover Story  
 

Digital Transactions and the Facilities Available to Public - 
Moving Towards Non-Cash Transactions 

 

After the Demonetisation of 500 and 1000 rupee notes, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 

been focusing on cashless (read less cash) economy and digital transactions. It is reported 

that while China has nearly 30% of cashless transactions over GDP, India remains the 

lowest at 2%.  It is also reported that more than 50% of the transactions in India remain 

out of the system, leading to generation of black money.   

 

With this parallel black economy, the country suffers due to inflation, price hike, terrorism, 

etc.  Demonetisation announced by the Government on 8th November 2016, has forced the 

Indian citizens to move towards non-cash transactions through the digital mode.   

 

Any change is always painful and uncomfortable.  India had experienced a similar situation 

in 1991, when the liberalisation process was introduced during the then Prime Minister, 

Narasimha Rao’s regime.  During those days, the country spent more than 5 years, resisting 

the change.  In the meantime, economic changes swept the country in a forward mode.  

Those who went with the winds of change, survived.  Those who resisted the change, 

seeking reversal, lagged behind and found it difficult to catch up with lost time. 

 

With this experience as reference for India, the time has come again for India to make the 

move again with the changes, and look forward to newer opportunities and methods, 

instead of demanding status quo. 

 

It may not be possible to move to 100% cash-free transactions. But even if India increases 

cashless transactions by 10-20%, this can bring about a substantial positive economic 

change and reduce corruption at different levels. 

 

The Editorial Team of PreSense had discussions with various officials of commercial banks, 

the National Payment Corporation of India (NPCI) and other payment operators about the 

options available for cashless transactions. For the time being, the citizens can avail the 

following facilities.   

 

Payment through Cheques 

 

Cheques are cleared through 64 MICR Clearing Houses and 1300-plus Non-MICR Clearing 

Houses.  It is reported that presently 45 lakh (4.5 million) cheques are cleared per day, as 

against 35 lakh (3.5 million) cheques prior to demonetisation.   

 

Payment through Cards 

 

Banks have hitherto been issuing Visa and Master 

debit/credit cards to their customers.  In 2012, 

the National Payment Corporation of India (NPCI) 

introduced the RuPay card as an alternative to 

Master Card and Visa Card schemes, and to 

consolidate and integrate various payment 

systems in India. Presently RuPay has around 

300 million debit cards, as against a total of 720 million cards.   
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Since both Visa and Master are US firms and the processing fees for the cards issued by 

them, even if the case of inter-bank Indian Cards, are being paid in US dollars amounting to 

thousands of crores of rupees.  On the other hand, the charges levied by RuPay are nominal 

and the amount goes to RBI, ie. the amount is retained in the country itself.   

 

NPCI, Indian Banks Association (IBA) and banks should aggressively campaign for the 

RuPay card to save foreign exchange for the country.  RuPay global cards are also being 

issued.  These cards can be used in 1.4 million Point of Sales (POS) terminals and 2.3 lakh 

(230,000) ATMs.   

 

Transactions through Internet (Online Banking) 

 

Every bank offers this facility to all its customers. Funds can be transferred within and 

outside the bank.  Generally banks, provide two to three levels of authorisations to secure 

the transactions.  Banks provide National Electronic Funds Transfer (NEFT), Immediate 

Payment Service (IMPS) and Real Time Gross Settlement Systems (RTGS) as modes for 

transfer of funds from one bank to another easily and quickly.   

 

Transactions through Mobile - IMPS  

 

Immediate Mobile Payment Service (IMPS) is an innovative 

real time payment service that is available round the clock 

without any holiday. This service is offered by the National 

Payments Corporation of India (NPCI). It empowers 

customers to transfer money instantly through banks and RBI authorised Prepaid Payment 

Instrument Issuers (PPI) across India.  This service is available for 24x7x365 days.  177 

entities (banks and non-banks) offer this service in India.   

 

Money can be transferred using the mobile phone (both basic and smart phone), internet 

banking or the Automatic Teller Machine (ATM). One of the following three references can 

be used for the transfer: 1) Mobile Money Identifier (MMID) along with Beneficiary’s Mobile 

Number, 2) Beneficiary’s Account Number with his bank’s IFS Code or 3) Beneficiary’s 

Aadhaar number.   

 

MMID (Mobile Money Identifier) is a 7-digit number, issued by banks. MMID is an input 

which, when clubbed with the mobile number, facilitates quick funds transfer. The 

combination of the Mobile Number and MMID is uniquely linked with the beneficiary’s 

account number and helps in identifying the beneficiary’s details. Different MMIDs can be 

linked to the same mobile number. (Please contact your bank to obtain the MMID). 

 

The amount is credited within 30 seconds.  Both the sender and the receiver will receive 

SMS messages as confirmation of the transaction.  For this purpose, the sender and the 

receiver should link their respective mobile numbers with their bank accounts.  As at the 

end of November 2016, 187 banks provide this service.  In November 2016 alone, 40.3 

million transactions (13.4 lakh transactions per day) have taken place, involving 35.5 billion 

rupees.  

 

Transactions through Mobile Phone - USSD  

 

USSD (Unstructured Supplementary Service Data) is a technology normally used in the field 

of telecommunication. It is available on all GSM-enabled handsets.  There is no need for any 

internet connection, to use the services by this method. It uses voice connectivity. Even 

those who own the basic phone can avail this facility. 
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Currently, this service is available in 10 regional languages, along with 

Hindi and English. Therefore, it is the best banking solution for the 

common man. 

 

When the customer dials *99# (USSD), a menu is displayed, and this 

enables the customer to access such facilities as checking his bank 

balance, obtaining a mini bank statement, transfer funds, etc.  (See 

picture on the left) 

 

Transactions through Mobile Phone– PPI 

 

There are 77 authorised Prepaid Payment Instrument issuers (PPI) 

such as Paytm, Freecharge, JioMoney, SBI buddy, etc in India today.  This facility enables 

the purchase of goods and services against a value, stored on such instruments.  This can 

be used only through smart phones, after downloading the applicable apps.   

 

Transactions through Mobile Phone – UPI 

 

The Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is a system that 

empowers multiple bank accounts in a single mobile 

application (of any participating bank), merging several 

banking features, seamless fund routing and merchant 

payments under one hood. It also caters to the “Peer to 

Peer” collect request which can be scheduled and paid as per requirement and convenience.   

Money can be transferred through the mobile phone device (Android) to any other bank 

account immediately, round the clock (24x7) on all 365 days. This facility works on the 

IMPS platform.  

 

UPI was launched by NPCI in August 2016.  Presently, 33 banks are connected in UPI.  A 

customer can download any UPI application of any participating bank from Google Play and 

use.  The uniqueness of the UPI is that one need not share his account number details with 

the sender.  This app enables the account holder to create a virtual payment address (VPA) 

like abc@xyz and link it to his account.  Any amount remitted to this virtual ID from any 

other bank through this app, gets credited to the beneficiary account immediately.  Even 

multiple bank accounts with different banks can be handled through this apps. 

 

The bank may charge only 50 paise per transaction under UPI and it is the cheapest of all 

the modes of transactions.   NPCI is continuously working on improving the system and its 

security to enhance the efficiency.  The BHIM app (Bharat Interface for Money) developed 

by NPCI was launched by the Prime Minister, Narendra Modi on 30th December 2016.  This 

is a unique application connecting all banks under UPI. This app can be downloaded from 

Google Play. 

 

It is due to lack of awareness and non-participation  by other  banks that there are currently 

only 1 lakh (100,000) transactions per day.  This scheme will be beneficial only when all the 

banks participate fully.  PreSense is taking up with the Government of India exclusively to 

enforce all Banks to join this UPI. 

 

Aadhar-Enabled Payment System (AEPS) 

 

Through Business Correspondents, customers of Aadhar-linked accounts can 1) check their 

bank balance, 2) withdraw cash, 3) deposit cash and 4) transfer funds to another Aadhar-
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enabled account. This helps the rural people to avail the banking service efficiently. The 

entire transaction gets completed with the finger print of the customer, linked to his Aadhar 

number with the help of Micro ATMs. In India 40 crores (400 million) Aadhar cards have 

already been linked to bank accounts.  5 million transactions are perfumed per day to 

beneficiary accounts, towards Government payments, through NPCI.   

 

Future Facilities 

 

The Bharat Bill Payment System (BBPS) is a Reserve Bank of India (RBI) mandated system 

which offers integrated and inter-operable bill payment services to customers across 

geographies with certainty, reliability and safety of transactions. It offers bill payment 

services to customers through the network of agents or online, allowing multiple payment 

modes and instant confirmation. It will facilitate a ‘less cash’ society through the migration 

of bill payments from cash to the electronic channel. 

 

NPCI has already enabled Electronic Toll collection through RFID (Radio Frequency 

Identification) in 540 Toll gates out of the 1200 plus toll gates in India.  This facility will 

soon be extended to other toll gates also. 

 

Role of Citizens 

 

In order to achieve a ‘less cash’ 

economy, every family should 

open bank accounts and link the 

mobile numbers and Aadhar 

cards. Many of the rural people 

are already familiar with bank 

accounts as the Government 

makes payments to them by 

credit to their bank accounts.  In 

2004, although many people dreaded the introduction of ‘Electronic Voting Machines’ in all 

the 543 Lok Sabha Constituencies, the people accepted and participated in the elections 

without hassles.   Our Prime Minister has appealed that every youth should take up the 

responsibility to educate the elders and non-users in his neighbourhood about non-cash 

transactions. 

     

What Next? 

 

Demonetisation has triggered an opportunity to reduce cash transactions in India.  NPCI, 

under the guidance of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is developing many technology tools in 

this direction.  The Government of India has also announced some incentives to encourage 

digital transactions.  Besides, the Government should waive the service charges for all 

digital transactions.   

 

Unfortunately, the awareness level among the people is lacking.  Our Editorial Team had to 

run from pillar to post, to acquire authentic resources and information for writing this 

article.  NPCI is developing world class technology tools.  NPCI and the Indian Bank 

Association (IBA) should be pro-active in promoting this lifestyle habit, by involving banks, 

Non-Government Organisations (NGOs), educational institutions and the media to spread 

awareness.  If they do not take the initiative now, the objective of the Demonetisation move 

initiated by the Prime Minister would be defeated.  

 

By K. Srinivasan, Editor in Chief and Dr R Jagannathan, Editorial Advisor 
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Ignited Minds 
 

The Man Who Quietly Achieved Removal of  
Liquor Shops and Bars on the Highways Legally 

 

On 15th December 2016, the Supreme Court delivered an 

historic judgment directing all State Governments and Union 

Territories to remove all liquor shops from National and State 

Highways, before 31st March 2017.  The Supreme Court also 

directed that there should not be any liquor shop within a 

distance of 500 metres from the edge of the road.  

 

The judges pointed out that based on several earlier 

judgments, nobody can claim trading in liquor as a 

fundamental right under Article 19(1)g.  As fallout of this 

judgment, with effect from 1st April 2017, even hotels and 

restaurants on the National and State Highways across the 

country are not permitted to run bars. All the licences will 

expire on 31st March 2017. No fresh licenses can be granted.  

 

While all the national and regional media carried this news as a headline, unfortunately, no 

media mentioned the name of the person who struggled to get this judgment. 

 

K. Balu (46), a Chennai-based advocate and the President of the Advocate Forum for Social 

Justice, has been fighting against the liquor menace right from his student days.  In 2004, 

the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) issued a direction to all State 

Governments and Union Territories (UT) to remove all liquor shops from the National 

Highways and to stop issuing licences to open new liquor shops on the Highways.  In spite 

of repeated reminders, the State Governments had not bothered to remove the liquor shops 

from the National Highways. 

 

As per records, around 1.5 lakh (150,000) accidents happen on the National Highways and 

more than 45,000 people die every year on the highways.  Nearly half of the accidents and 

deaths happen due to drunken driving.  That was why MoRTH was particular about removal 

of liquor shops on the Highways. 

 

In 2012, K. Balu filed a petition 

with the Tamil Nadu Government 

quoting the above circular and 

requesting them to remove all the 

liquor shops on the National 

Highways.  Since there was no 

response from the State 

Government, he filed a PIL in the 

Madras High Court. In January 

2013, the Madras High Court 

ordered the State Government to 

remove all the liquor shops from 

the National and State Highways.  Although the MoRTH circular did not specify State 

Highways, the Madras High Court included State Highways to avoid accidents due to liquor 

consumption, on those roads too. The review petition filed by the State Government to 

remove State Highways from the Judgment was rejected by the High Court.  
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In February, 2013, the Tamil Nadu Government went on an appeal with the Supreme Court 

to remove State Highways from the High Court order.  Instead, the Supreme Court 

immediately ordered the State Government to remove the liquor shops from the National 

Highways before 14th August 2013.    Accordingly the State Government removed 504 liquor 

shops from the National Highways of Tamil Nadu.   

 

After hearing the arguments of various State Governments and liquor dealers, on 15th 

December 2016, the Supreme Court directed the removal of all liquor shops from both 

National and State Highways before the end of March 2017.   

 

Balu has so far filed more than 50 Public Interest Litigations (PILs) on various public issues 

affecting the common people.  He is also the Editor of a monthly Tamil magazine, ‘Satta 

Pathukappu’ (Legal protection), to create legal awareness among the common people.   

Through another PIL in Madras High Court, Balu obtained the judgment directing the State 

Government to constitute a High Power Committee to reduce the liquor consumption in the 

State.  The Committee has been constituted and their recommendations are awaited.  

 

“I am extremely happy that these judgments will reduce road accidents to a great extent.  I 

will continue to fight against liquor menace till total prohibition is introduced in the State.  

This is only the beginning of a long journey”, says beaming Balu to PreSense. 

 

PreSense congratulates K. Balu for his sustained and silent crusade against social evils.  

  

Balu can be reached at baluadvocate@gmail.com or through mobile/whatsApp 9444088866. 

 

By K. Srinivasan, Editor in Chief 

 

 

PreSense – Milestones in 2016 

Digital Journalists Association of India (DiJAI), third initiative of ezine 

PreSense launched in March 2016. 

 

7th Edition of Sansad Ratna Awards, instituted by PreSense was held in June 

2016.  Outstanding Parliamentarians were honoured with Sansad Ratna 

Awards.  Three Sansad Ratna Awardees became Ministers in the Government 

of India.   

Second Edition of the Digest of select articles and cartoons up to the 110th 

issues of ezine PreSense titled PreSense100+, was launched at the Awards 

function.   

 

DigitalPreSense.com, a new portal for positive journalism launched in 

November 2016.   

 

mailto:baluadvocate@gmail.com


 

 

11 

Nation 
 

Winter Session of Parliament – A Complete Washout 

The Winter Session 2016 of the Indian Parliament was a disastrous one, causing 

disappointment to all the voters who had elected their representatives.   This winter session 

(2016), with repeated disruptions on the issue of 

demonetisation of currency, was the least 

productive session for both Houses (Lok Sabha and 

Rajya Sabha) in the last 15 years.   In spite of the 

President of India conveying his anguish, the 

opposition leaders did not allow the Parliament to 

function on the pretext of one reason or the other.   

Both the ruling and the opposition benches blamed 

each other for this ruckus. 

 

Loss of Productivity 

 

The Lok Sabha worked for 15% of the scheduled time and the Rajya Sabha for 18%.  While 

the Lok Sabha lost 107 hours of its scheduled time to disruptions, the Rajya Sabha lost 101 

hours. Both the Houses had their least productive Question Hour session in the 16th Lok 

Sabha. Only two of the 330 listed questions in Rajya Sabha could be answered orally. This 

has been one of the least productive Question Hour sessions for the Rajya Sabha in the last 

three Parliaments.  In the Lok Sabha, only 11% of the questions could be answered orally.   

 

Legislative Business 

 

90% of the planned legislative business could not be transacted; the Lok Sabha passed the 

Taxation Bill without discussion.  At the beginning of the session, 19 Bills were listed for 

consideration and passage; none of these were passed. Out of the nine Bills listed for 

introduction, three were introduced. Only two Bills were passed during this session.  

 

Top 3 Performers (from 1st June 2014 to 16th December 2016) 

 

The following Members of the Lok Sabha have scored maximum points from the beginning 

of the 16th Lok Sabha till the end of Winter Session 2016.  (For the purpose of our analysis, 

we considered only initiated debates, and excluded associate debates).  

 

 Shri Shrirang Appa Barne (Shiv Sena, Maharashtra) 

Debates (76), Private Members Bills (8), Questions (672) – Total 756 – Attendance 92%. 

 

 Smt Supriya Sule, Nationalist Congress Party,  Maharashtra 

Debates (49), Private Members Bills (8), Questions (680) – Total 737 – Attendance 95%. 

 

 Shri Rajeev Shankarrao Satav, Indian National Congress, Maharashtra 

Debates (66), Private Members Bills (10), Questions (627) – Total 703 – Attendance 83%. 

 

Interestingly, all the above three top performers are from Maharashtra.  PreSense 

congratulates all the top performers.  

 

Source: Lok Sabha Website / PRS India 

By Sukruti Narayanan, Editorial Team  
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Health 

Life Expectancy Gone Up; Present 

Generation May Spend More Years Sick 
 

 
 

According to the World Bank report, life expectancy has gone up from 58.2 to 

63.7 years in India.  Although this apparently gives the impression of longevity, 

in reality, the people beyond 50 years get an extension of life due to advanced 

medical support system, and due to their healthy life-style and scientifically 

determined food habits in their growing days. 

 

Presently, doctors say that the traditional 
old age diseases like hypertension, 
cardiac problems, cancer, diabetes, 
obesity and stress are now attacking the 
younger generation even at the age of 
their thirties and forties.  This is mainly 
due to wrong food habits, lack of physical 
exercise, mental tension due to deadlines, 
negative thoughts, unhealthy life style, 
etc.   

 

 

Even if the life expectancy is increasing, it is feared that in the future, people may 
spend more years being sick as compared to the earlier generation. In the past two 
decades, people have started spending their life with serious illness and lack of 
functional mobility.  
 
We need to create an environment where people die without experiencing disease, 
functioning loss and disability.   
 

From The Archives of Dec 2010 Issue of PreSense 
 

http://www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense1210.pdf   

 

http://www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense1210.pdf
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