
 

 

1 

Spreading Positive Vibrations 

 Issue No 106 – December 2015 

Published by Prime Point Foundation 

 

Cover Story of the Month 

 

                      

 

In This Issue: 

 

P3 Cover Story – 

Chennai Rains 
 

P7 Lessons 
Learnt 

P8 The Drone 

 
P11  Flash Floods 

in Singapore 
 

P13 National 

Disaster 
Management 

Authority 
 

P14 Prince Toon 

 

P15 From the 

Archives of 
Dec 2009 - 

Facebook 
 

 

Contact 

www.corpezine.com 

editor@corpezine.com   

http://www.corpezine.com/
http://www.corpezine.com/
http://www.corpezine.com/


 

 

2 

From the Desk of Editor-in-Chief 
   

We are pleased to release 

the 106th (December 2015) 

edition of ezine PreSense 

with the usual interesting 

contents.  The Editorial 

Team wishes all the readers 

a very happy and prosperous 

New Year 2016. 

 

Recently, Chennai experienced a record 

rainfall in the past 100 years, resulting in 

urban flooding.  The Cover Story and two 

special stories bring out the experience of 

Chennaites during this crisis.   

  

We have included our regular articles and 

cartoon. We hope you will enjoy this 

edition.   

 

Please send us your feedback to 

editor@corpezine.com. 
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Cover Story  
 

Rains Unprecedented in 100 Years at Chennai 
 

 
 

For almost a month up until the first week of December, Chennai experienced 

unprecedented rains, the highest recorded in 100 years.  As against the average rainfall of 

69 cm during this period in the previous years, this year, Chennai received 169 cms of 

rainfall, resulting in 'urban flooding', again the first of its kind in Chennai. On a single day, 

Chennai experienced a record 50 cms of rain.  Most parts of Tamil Nadu State faced 

torrential rains and floods.  Cuddalore was one of the worst affected places.  This 

catastrophe was classified a national disaster.   

 

Initial Low Priority Coverage by National Media 

 

Although many people across India might have read the news in the newspapers or watched 

it on select local TV channels, the national channels failed to give sufficient attention to the 

catastrophe till much later.  It was only after the Prime Minister's visit, well into midst of the 

crisis, that the national media realised the seriousness of the situation and gave coverage. 

In spite of the fact that the southern states account for 60% viewership of the national 

channels, the national media failed to initially focus on the disaster, which had affected 

crores of people in Tamil Nadu.  Ironically, the international media gave due importance to 

this disaster and aired the sympathy and support of international leaders. Officially, more 

than 400 people have been reported dead, while the real figure seems to be on the higher 

side.  
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Impact 

 

 
Army rescuing the people 

On 1st and 2nd of December, nearly one lakh cubic feet per second (cusecs) of water was 

reporting to be flowing through the canals.  Since the water bodies are not properly 

maintained and also due to several encroachments, the rain water and the excess water 

released from the lakes began to flow along the streets of the city. Many parts of the city 

had 3 to 6 feet of water on the roads.  Water entered the ground floor of many buildings, 

damaging the properties.  In some places, the water level went up as high as to the first 

floor.  The stranded people could be rescued only by boats.  

 

Lakhs of poor and middle-classed people have incurred heavy loss of their properties 

(household items, vehicles, etc.).  The schools in Chennai remained closed for almost a 

month, before reopening in the middle of December.   

Around 18 lakhs of people were shifted to relief camps.  Rehabilitation initiatives were on for 

those victims who had lost their houses and other assets. Rehabilitation initiatives are still 

going on, as of date.  

There were lakhs of people in the middle-class of the society who chose not to go to the 

relief camps, in spite of their losing much of their household properties. 

Banks were officially closed during the peak floods, for two days under instructions from the 

State Government.  
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Support from the Society 

 

During the first week of December, when people were trapped inside their houses due to 

the flooding, lakhs of  volunteers and NGOs spontaneously came out and rescued the 

victims and provided them shelter and food.  The army, the navy and the air force arrived 

at the scene only on the following day. 

Hindus and Muslims were accommodated in the popular Parthasarathy Temple 

While the national media was debating on the subject of 'intolerance' in the country, 

Chennaites displayed the highest level of 'tolerance' and support of helping each other, 

irrespective of caste and religion.  Many Muslims and Christians were sheltered in Hindu 

houses and vice versa. The popular Parthasarathy Temple in the city’s locality of Triplicane 

provided shelter to many stranded Muslims (photo above).  Mosques and churches were 

occupied by Hindus.  Several of the international media picked up this story to highlight the 

helping attitude of the people.  Trucks of relief materials from the neighbouring states of 

Kerala, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, were rushed by volunteers to the affected people.  

Many people threw open their houses to total strangers who were affected by the floods.   

Rehabilitation 

Chennai has suffered heavily.  However, its people have not lost hope.  Many people had 

lost their houses and household properties and the trauma undergone by the people are still 

fresh in the memory.  Fortunately, the Health Secretary of the State Government took 

prompt initiatives to prevent any post-flood epidemics. Chennaites are confident that the 

experience of this recent disaster will help them emerge stronger and more resilient.   

 

Private Sector Operators Ran Away 

 

During those dark days of the floods, when the people were suffering without electricity, 

transport, network and the internet, continuous support came only from the Public Sector 
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organisations.  Electricity was cut off to avoid any electrocution.  The Electricity Board 

employees, whom we tend to find fault with for their arrogance during normal days, worked 

day in and day out to check all the points and transformers for faults and leaks, and to 

restore electricity.  They responded promptly to enquiries. 

There is a tendency among us to laud the performance of the private sector and nitpick on 

the efficiency or lack of it, of the public sector.  The private sector was conspicuous with its 

absence during the crisis.  Private cab operators suspended their operations. Only 

Government-owned metro buses, electric trains and metro trains operated to the extent 

possible.   Chennai Airport was closed for a few days due to the flooding of its 

runway. Private operators like Jet Airways and Indigo jacked up their fare during this crisis 

to exploit the situation.  Air India operated on a concessional rate from a temporary airport, 

near the city.  Some of the poor auto drivers, braving the floods, helped transport children 

and elderly people to safer places free of cost. Employees of the private sector companies 

however, joined in full scale in the rehabilitation work.  

Private couriers stopped their operations. Flipkart and Amazon stopped their delivery 

operations to Chennai.  The Indian Postal Department however, braved all the challenges, 

and operated with admirable efficiency.  During normal working days, we are disgruntled 

over the public sector telephone company, BSNL. We even tend to consider it fashionable to 

switch over to private mobile operators.  During this crisis, none of the private networks 

(mobile and internet) such as Vodafone, Airtel, Aircel, Reliance and Idea worked.  Although 

some of the BSNL exchanges were inundated in the floods, wherever possible, they 

provided the network continuously through the mobile and the landline phones. Three 

private TV stations suspended their operations due to flooding in their offices. 

This disaster has brought out several lessons for the people in India.  The extent of the 

catastrophe occurred due to encroachments and constructions over the water bodies and 

rivers.  One cannot ignore or deny the extent of corruption and connivance among 

unscrupulous politicians and administrators in allowing this to happen. Some of the IT 

companies have been constructed over these water bodies.  This is the state of affairs in the 

entire country, particularly in the major urban centres.   

The disaster has also exposed the lopsidedness in the priorities for media coverage by the 

national channels.  The local channels in contrast, did excellent coverage.  Their reporters 

risked their safety and delved into the flood-hit areas to report live on the prevailing 

situations.  Although the Chennaites could not access the TV channels either due to non-

availability of electricity or suspension of relay from the TV stations, people of other states 

could view the real situation. Many of them promptly responded with their support in cash 

and kind, even personally coming to the rescue as volunteers.  

Irrespective of the attitude of the services of local corporation sanitary workers, the 

electricity board employees, the metro bus crew, the railway, postal and telephone 

employees, and the policemen during normal working days, their attitude, participation and 

contribution were commendable during the recent critical situation in Chennai.  

 

Previous instances, and the recent instance of the Chennai floods have, time and again, 

reiterated that at the time of crises, be it rescuing people from disaster or terrorist-hit 

situations abroad or within the country, be it life-threatening situations or be it even minor 

inconvenient situations as getting stranded somewhere or needing public support, it has 

always been the public sector operators, who were there in the forefront to rescue.  

 

By K Srinivasan, Editor in Chief and Sukruti A Vadula, Editorial Team 



 

 

7 

Special Story 1 
 

Chennai Rains - Lessons Learnt - Nature is Supreme 
 

During normal life, the city people generally do 

not move with or interact with neighbours, 

attributing it to their busy lifestyle and their 

pre-occupation with their priorities. They tend 

to be self-centred and family-centred.  During 

this critical time, irrespective of where they 

were or where they came from, everyone went 

that extra mile to help each other.  During this 

crisis, we found three categories of people in 

Chennai: (1) victims (2) volunteers and (3) 

victim-cum-volunteer.   

Chennaites realised that life was not about 

earning money alone.  It was about living 

together and helping each other at the time of 

need.  There were many instances, the people 

who were earning in lakhs had to cry for bread 

when the helicopters were flying for dropping 

food packets. Mobiles, posh houses, ATM cards, 

vehicles could not help at the time of crisis. Only kind hearted people supported each other.   

'Nature is Supreme' was the ultimate message.  Man is nothing before the Nature. 

Meanwhile, Chennai has started recovering from the disaster, rising like the phoenix, back 

to its feet.  

 

By K Srinivasan, Editor in Chief and Sukruti A Vadula, Editorial Team 

 

 

Drone - The Unsung Hero - Please watch the YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20-sr_ssk5o&feature=youtu.be 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20-sr_ssk5o&feature=youtu.be
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Special  Story 2 
 

The Drone - An Unsung Hero  
of the Chennai Floods Rescue Operations 

 

 
 

The recent Chennai floods and its aftermath saw the emergence of many Good Samaritans 

in the role of volunteers, the defence and police personnel, disaster rescuers, helping 

bystanders, shelter providers, donors, and establishments that came forward with food, 

shelter, clothes and other essentials for living.  

 

The rescue operations that began almost as soon as the waters rushed into houses, was a 

challenging mission as floors got inundated and people scaled the storeys to terraces, 

waiting and waving for rescue. Many more were huddled in dry nooks and corners of the 

houses, helpless and hoping for help to come their way.  

 

In this mayhem, one silent rescuer that played a major role in the operations was The 

Drone or the UAV (Unmanned Aerial Vehicle). The Drone is a remotely controlled vehicle 

that can span across low heights, scanning the earth below through its camera. The Drone, 

developed by the Research Centre for Aero Space, Madras Institute of Technology (MIT), 

Anna University, Chennai was extensively used during the Chennai floods to detect people 

stranded in inundated buildings, where rescuers and boatmen could not access. The Drone 

was operated by the Team Dhaksha, a relief team which was constituted in 2004 jointly by 

MIT and the Chennai Police, for relief work using the Drone. Mohammed Rasheed and 

Krishna Kumar are the technical supporters from MIT under the leadership of Dr. K. Senthil 

Kumar, Professor of the Research Centre for Aero Space, MIT. The team from MIT that 

assisted the Chennai Police as Team Dhaksha during the Chennai floods were Rushender 

Babu, Kalaiselvan, Ramprasad and Muthu. T K Rajendran, Commissioner of Police (COP), 

Chennai took personal interest and closely monitored the operations with his team. 

 

Incidentally, the late Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, India’s former President, and space scientist was 

an old student of MIT and an alumnus of this Department.  
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The Chennai floods had posed a precarious situation, where there were volunteers and 

rescuers available with their boats, but inability to connect with the stranded to rescue 

them. The Drone came into assistance here for scanning flooded areas to spot the stranded. 

The rescuers were then remotely guided through to the specific spot for rescue. It is 

commendable to mention that more than 1000 stranded people were rescued during the 

Chennai floods, with the exclusive help of the Drone to spot them.  

 
One of the victims identifying her house in the monitor of the Drone to enable the team to rescue her family members 

To cite an instance, there was a mother who was away from her home, where her two 

children and her 75-year-old mother were stranded inside. She was helpless for two days, 

with no idea how to reach her family to rescue them. With the help of the rescue team that 

employed the monitor and the Drone, the mother was able to identify her house, using a 

visual landmark, located through the Drone. The rescuing boatmen were then directed and 

guided to the affected house, to rescue the three members who were huddled in a corner 

inside the house waiting for help. Thus, many families in remote places could be located 

through the monitor of the Drone, without the family member having to accompany the 

boatmen to locate the house. 

 

Another instance was that of an IT professional who could not access his family stranded in 

his house. He could pinpoint the location of his house with latitudinal and longitudinal 

specifications that he was aware of. The Drone could locate the house using these 

specifications and rescue the family. Stranded neighbours too could be reached with the 

help of the rescued family, and in turn rescued.  

 

Incidentally, the Drone had also played a major role during the June 2013 Uttarakand 

floods, rescuing thousands of stranded people. The Drone has also been used for spotting 

people buried in building collapses. For this purpose, thermal cameras were fitted to the 

drone to detect body heat that is transmitted as thermal images to the monitor for 

identification of life to be rescued.  
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The drone used in the Chennai floods is a quadruped UAV (Unmanned Aerial Vehicle), 

equipped with a camera to record live images of the place it covers. The drone is operated 

by two men, one for managing it using the remote video terminal, and the other for 

monitoring the video images as well as database of the drone. The monitor displaying the 

images from the remote camera is a commercially available monitor called Toughbook. The 

other monitor displays live database of the drone such as its ‘health’, its distance from base, 

and the life of its battery. The remote video terminal has the facility to manoeuvre the 

drone for take-off and landing, to manoeuvre it. The drone is able to hover over a particular 

spot. The camera on the drone can be manoeuvred as well as zoomed from the terminal. 

The battery in the drone runs for 35 minutes. There is a back-up of 10 batteries for the 

drone. 

 

The Drone can be used for other purposes as in agriculture to assess cultivation, and to spot 

specific areas of cultivation affected by disease for specific treatment. Spraying of fertilisers 

and pesticides over the crops can also be managed by the Drone.  The drone can be used in 

forestry, to detect forest fires and deforestation. It is useful for mapping areas. It can be 

used for cattle inventory over a large area.  The drone technology can save lives in 

scenarios where nature is highly destructive. Team Dhaksha has proved its capability in 

assisting people in Dull, Dangerous and Dirty (3 Ds in Disaster Management)  places 

where no other human being could approach. 

 

It is a matter of pride that India has the capability to make its own customised drones for 

local use as against imported models that might be useful for universal use, and not be 

customised for local use. As PreSense salutes the many unsung heroes who came to the 

forefront for rescue operations during the recent catastrophe, we also acknowledge the role 

of the silent Drone that played a pivotal role in rescuing many more of the stranded people 

during the Chennai floods.  (Dr Senthil can be reached at ksk.mit@gmail.com) 
 

By Susan Koshy, Editor 

 

Dr Senthil Kumar handing over the children rescued by the team, to the mother 

 

file:///C:/Users/susan/Downloads/ksk.mit@gmail.com
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Special  Story 3 
 

Case Study - Flash Floods in Singapore in 2010 
 

As the saying goes, “Every crisis is an 

opportunity”.  That saying is apt for the 

Orchard Road floods in Singapore in 

2010.  

 

An unusual flash flood along Orchard 

Road, the premier shopping belt, in 2010 

captured Singaporeans’ attention.  It 

occurred after an unusually heavy 

downpour in the morning of 16th June 

2010. The Public Utilities Board (PUB) 

quickly took ownership of the issue.  The 

PUB is the national water authority and 

responsible for water sustainability in 

Singapore.  

 

News of the flood had spread on the Internet and the social media. The flash flood along 

Orchard Road was first reported by members of the public, from as early as 10.15 am, 

through various new media platforms – Twitter, STOMP (an online citizen journalism portal) 

and Facebook. The first media report was published online at about 11.30am. Even though 

the rain began at around 9am, PUB released its first statement at 12.15 pm.  

 

Members of the public and merchants along Orchard Road were caught off-guard, resulting 

in considerable damage to merchandise. The floods occurred in a highly visible and popular 

location in Singapore.  

 

The situation was compounded by more flash floods at other locations in Singapore in the 

following two weeks. On 25th June 2010, the social media broke the news on various 

locations in Singapore which had the flash floods.  The public posted pictures and updates of 

the flood before 10am. PUB released an official statement at about 10.45 am.  

 

These incidents were great learning opportunities for the PUB. The agency implemented 

various measures to keep track of water levels in Singapore and keep the public updated in 

a timely manner through various channels.  

 

Water Level Sensors 

 

Currently, PUB has 201 water level sensors around Singapore for monitoring of the drainage 

system. These water level sensors provide data on water levels in the drains and canals, 

enhancing the monitoring of real-time site conditions during heavy storms and response 

time. 

 

An SMS alert system on the rising water level is now open to the public for subscription. 

This will facilitate more timely updates to the public on potential flash floods. CCTVs (Close 

Circuit Television) are located in areas like Orchard Road, Central Business District, Bukit 

Timah, Upper Thomson, Ang Mo Kio, Little India, Commonwealth, etc. The network of 

CCTVs provides up-to-date pictures of the conditions at these locations. Images from the 

CCTVs are updated every 5 minutes. 
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Public Advisory 

 

Members of the public who want to keep tab on the water level in a canal or drain at a 

designated location and/or receive alerts when heavy rain is expected over Singapore, can 

subscribe to an SMS alert service. This service offers the options to choose subscription to 

either the water level alerts or heavy rain alerts, or both. For water level alerts, each mobile 

number is allowed one subscription for a chosen location. 

 

Heavy Rain Warning 

 

Subscribers will receive an SMS alert from the Meteorological Service Singapore (National 

Environment Agency) whenever heavy rain is expected to affect Singapore. The SMS alert 

will contain information which includes where heavy rain will be expected, and tidal change 

data, should high tide occur with the heavy rainfall. Another SMS are normally sent to 

subscribers if heavy rain is no longer expected or has ceased.  

 

High Water Level Alert 

 

As part of its comprehensive drainage management and control, PUB has installed 201 

sensors in key canals and drains to track the water levels.  

 

Subscribers normally receive progressive SMS alerts if the water level in the selected canal 

rises above 50%, 75%, 90% and 100% of the canal's depth. Separate SMS alerts are sent 

to subscribers to inform them when the water level recedes gradually to below 50%. 

 

More details on the website www.pub.gov.sg 

 

By K Bhavani, Former Director of Communication, Govt. of Singapore.  

bhavani0902@gmail.com 

 

 
Book Review – The Green Guide  

 

It has been more than a decade since environmental education 

was introduced as a separate subject in the Indian school 

curriculum. This has created a generation of youngsters who 

avoid bursting crackers during festivals, send e-greetings in 

place of paper cards and avoid littering. Many of these 

youngsters are now in a position to harness their passion into a 

promising career in environment. The Green Guide to 

Environmental Courses and Careers is a first-of-its-kind 

resource book, published by TERI. It guides youngsters with a 

comprehensive record of courses, careers, interviews with 

environmental professionals and organisations working in the 

field. Encouraged by an endorsement from Dr MS 

Swaminathan, the publishers and the author Megha Aggarwal, 

are keen on exploring ways of promoting the idea behind the 

book, to all interested youth in schools and colleges across 

India. To know more, you could contact the author at 

mg6686@gmail.com. Copies of the book are available at 

discounted rates on Amazon and Flipkart. 

 

file:///C:/Users/susan/Downloads/www.pub.gov.sg
file:///C:/Users/susan/Downloads/bhavani0902@gmail.com
mailto:mg6686@gmail.com
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Emergence of an organisation is always through an evolutionary process. NDMA has also 

gone through similar stages. The Government of India (GOI), in recognition of the 

importance of Disaster Management as a national priority, set up a High-Powered 

Committee (HPC) in August 1999 and a National Committee after the Gujarat earthquake, 

to make recommendations on the preparation of Disaster Management plans and suggest 

effective mitigation mechanisms. The Tenth Five-Year Plan document had also, for the first 

time, a detailed chapter on Disaster Management. The Twelfth Finance Commission was 

mandated to review the financial arrangements for Disaster Management. 

On 23rd December 2005, the Government of India enacted the Disaster Management Act, 

which envisaged the creation of National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), headed 

by the Prime Minister, and State Disaster Management Authorities (SDMAs) headed by 

respective Chief Ministers, to spearhead and implement a holistic and integrated approach 

to Disaster Management in India. 

They will plan the multi-dimensional strategies for Pre-Disaster Phase (prevention, 

mitigation, preparedness, capacity building and awareness, and community-based disaster 

management) and Post Disaster Phase (Pro-active response and Reconstruction).  They can 

also involve Corporate Sector in their strategies. 

 

For more details visit http://www.ndma.gov.in/en/ 

 

 

Kavi Priya  joins the Editorial Team of PreSense 

 

 

 

Kavipriya is a Thought Leadership and Personal branding  

professional.  She is also an author , classical dancer, 

pageant   winner and Leadership trainer. Her book "Living 

Legends.  Learning Lessons" was launched by Ratan Tata,  

Narayana Murthy (Infosys) and Y V Reddy. 

 

Past editions of the ezine may be downloaded from our site 

www.corpezine.com 

http://www.ndma.gov.in/en/
file:///C:/Users/susan/Downloads/www.corpezine.com
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From the Archives - December 2009 
 

Facebook - Historical Facts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Facebook is a social networking website that is operated and privately owned 

by Facebook, Inc. Mark Zuckerberg founded Facebook on 4th April 2004 with 

his college roommates and fellow computer science students, Eduardo 

Saverin, Dustin Moskovitz and Chris Hughes, while he was a student at 

Harvard University. The website's membership was initially limited to Harvard 

students, but was later expanded to other colleges in the Boston area, the Ivy 

League, and the Stanford University. It later expanded further to include any 

university student, then high school students, and, finally, to anyone aged 13 

and over. The website currently (Dec 2009) has more than 350 million active 

users worldwide. See the young founder Mark Zuckerberg (below) 

 

 

 

This is the Screen shot of 

the home page of  Facebook 

when it was launched in Feb 

2004.  At that time, it was 

in the URL 

www.thefacebook.com.    

Now, the site is available at 

www.facebook.com  

 

 

Source: http://www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense1209.pdf  

 

 

. 

 

http://www.thefacebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense1209.pdf
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