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From the Desk of Managing Editor 
 

Dear Readers 

 

I am happy to share the 177th edition of your 

eMagazine PreSense with rich content as 

usual.  This edition carries an editorial on the 

recent announcement of Prime Minister Modi 

repealing the Farm Laws.  We have analysed 

the lessons to be learnt out of this 

announcement. 

 

The Cover story is in two parts.  The first part carries a brief 

report on the recent COP26 conclave and India's five 

commitments to reduce the emission of greenhouse gas 

leading to climate change and global warming.  The second 

part carries the details of the disasters faced by India in the 

past ten years.  Every citizen has to ensure that he is not 

contributing to the global warming. 

 

Nobel Prizes will be presented during the first week of 

December.  We bring out the details of the Nobel Prize 

winners of 2021 and how the countries have performed in 

the past in securing the Nobel Prizes. 

 

Indian Government is planning to introduce official digital 

currency through the Reserve Bank of India and to ban 

bitcoins.  This edition carries a brief note on this issue. 

 

Besides, we also carry an article on the first women freedom 

fighter Rani Abhakka Chowta.   

 

PreSense and the associated initiatives organised a four-

day Constitution Day Celebrations from 25th November 

2021 both offline and online.   A brief report is included in 

this edition.  

 

I am confident that readers will continue to enjoy this 

edition too.  I request you to kindly send your feedback to 

editor@corpezine.com, so that our Editorial Board can take 

up your suggestions.  Please also share this edition with 

your contacts. 

 

I will catch up with you next month with more content. 

 

K. Srinivasan 

mailto:editor@corpezine.com
http://www.primepointfoundation.in/
http://www.corpezine.com/
http://www.digitalpresense.com/
http://www.sansadratna.in/
http://www.ngpl.org.in/
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Editorial 
 

Repeal of Farm Laws – Lessons to be Learnt 
 
By K. Srinivasan, Managing Editor 

 
The entire country was taken by surprise when  Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the 

repeal of three Farm Laws on 19th 

November 2021 in a public 

broadcast. The three Farm Laws 

were promulgated through a 

Presidential Ordinance in June 

2020 and later introduced in the 

Parliament in September 2020.  

Both the Houses of Parliament 

discussed the three Bills together 

for a limited number of hours and 

passed them.  President gave the 

assent to these Bills within a 

week.  Probably, this is the first 

time in Indian history that an 

active law signed by the President is withdrawn within short time, even before 

implementation.  The repeal was passed without discussion on 29th Nov 2021, the first day of 

the Winter Session.   

Farmers’ protest 

The major opposition parties have also included the concept of Agricultural Reforms in their 

respective manifestoes, but the way in which the Government pushed these Farm Laws 

hurriedly raised lot of suspicion in the minds of Farmers and opposition leaders.   The Farmers 

of Punjab, Haryana and part of UP went on dharna protesting against the law from 26th 

November 2020.  They are continuing the protest till date on the borders of Delhi, braving 

the extreme climate.  The political leaders were allowed to meet the Farmers to give their 

support, but they were not allowed to bring their political flags.   

The farmers and the opposition leaders allege that the Government did not consult any of 

them before promulgating the ordinance and even later when they introduced the Bill in the 

Parliament.  Despite the Government justifying the importance and the benefits of the Farm 

Laws, the Farmers continued their protest without break.  Meanwhile, it is reported that more 

than 700 farmers died in the protest.   

Seven State Assemblies ruled by Opposition parties passed resolutions demanding the repeal 

of the Farm Laws.  Even after the Supreme Court had stayed the Farm Laws and appointed a 

committee to examine the Law, the Farmers did not withdraw the protest and continued their 

agitation.  The union minister for Agriculture and officials held 11 rounds of talks with farmers 

without finding any solution.   

The Government alleged that anti-national elements and Khalistanis have penetrated into the 

farmers’ protest with an ulterior motive.  The Government also alleged that only the brokers 

were protesting and not the real farmers.    Meanwhile, the farmers across the country have 

a feeling as to why the Government pushed the Farm Laws in a hurry and they also started 

suspecting whether the Government wanted to favour big corporate houses.   
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PM’s announcement 

Since the farmers were adamant and opposition 

parties were also protesting, the Prime Minister 

had to announce the repeal of Farm Laws and 

assured the nation that he would introduce the 

legislative process when the Winter Session 

started.  During his public broadcast, Modi said 

that the Government brought those three Bills 

with good intentions, but failed to convince the 

farmers. "Maybe something was lacking in our 

'tapasya' [penance], which is why we could not 

convince some farmers about the laws," he said. 

Thought it was an emotional speech, the farmers did not return home.  They have added 

more demands. 

Catch22 situation 

Why did Modi Government get into this Catch22 situation?  Time and again, your eMagazine 

PreSense, while appreciating various schemes introduced by Modi Government, has been 

pointing out the lacunae of (1) lack of communication and disconnect with people and (2) not 

taking the opposition and stake holders into confidence.  While reviewing the 7 years of the 

Modi regime, PreSense pointed out in the Editorial (June 2021 edition), based on a survey, 

that alarm bell was ringing.  In the recent bye-poll results, the ruling party has suffered a 

major setback due to their lack of effective communication.   

It is generally perceived that probably because of the byelection  results and the ensuing 5 

State Assembly Elections, Modi Government might have repealed the Farm Laws. After the 

announcement of the Prime Minister, this author had an informal talk with various farmers 

and political leaders, including the ruling party members. Though everybody agreed that the 

Farm Laws are needed to benefit the farmers, they did not appreciate the way it was 

introduced without consultation.  This  bill should have been handled taking the success story 

of GST.  Probably, some ‘intellectual think tank’ might have misled the Government, without 

realising the sensibilities of the subject.   

According to our Constitution, Agriculture is in the Concurrent List.  That means, both the 

State and the  Centre have the powers to enact the law.  In view of this, Modi Government 

should have convened a meeting of the Agriculture Ministers of all the States and the Farmers 

representatives for a detailed discussion.  The farmers in each State have different challenges.  

Instead, the Government introduced the Farm Laws through Ordinance route, without 

consulting the State Governments and the Farmers.     

Even when the Bill was introduced in Parliament in September 2020, the opposition demanded 

that the Bill be referred to Standing Committee. Government hurriedly passed the Bills in both 

the Houses with minimal discussion and got the assent of the President within a week.  The 

hurry of the Government created a suspicion in the minds of all farmers and opposition leaders 

whether the Government was in a hurry to favour a few big corporate houses.  As Prime 

Minister himself agreed, the Government could not convince the farmers, in spite of several 

rounds of talks with the Minister and officials.     

Everybody knows that the Ministers and officials do not have enough powers to promise 

anything to farmers. Instead, Prime Minister himself should have invited the Farmer Leaders 
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and listened to them patiently. That would have solved more than 90 percent of the 

misunderstanding. Chest beating, Trumpeting and blaming caused more irritation to the 

protesting farmers.   

Lessons to be learnt 

1. Right from the beginning in 2014, there is a perception among the people that the 

Government never cared for the public opinion or the views of the opposition.  Though 

such an approach might have yielded success in some cases, it is not a desirable one in 

a democracy. Government should start consulting the stakeholders in future.  

 

2. In a Parliamentary democracy, Standing 

Committees have been set up to discuss the 

Bills thoroughly and to improve upon them.  

Unfortunately, during the 16th and 17th Lok 

Sabha, the Bills were not referred to 

Parliamentary committees for vetting.  Had 

these three Farm Bills been referred to the 

Committees, they would have improved the 

Bills and the country would not have faced 

this situation.  

 

3. Of late, there is a general feeling among the people that the Government and the ruling 

party do not have connectivity with the public. This phenomenon is seen more often than 

not in the 17th Lok Sabha.  Also the irresponsible behaviour of Opposition parties causes 

concern.    

 

The Prime Minister should review the situation internally and take remedial action.   

 

 

 
 

 
 

The Board of Trustees of Digital Journalists Association of India (DiJAI), one of the initiatives 

of this eMagazine PreSense is pleased to appoint the following members as Honorary 

Secretaries of DiJAI.  PreSense congratulates them.  

 

   
V. Prem Shanker – Senior 

Journalist with rich experience 

in Print, TV and digital media 
for more than 20 years/ 

Vinoth Poovalingam, Founder & 
CEO of Hocalwire provides 

technology support for global 
news rooms. He is an alumnus 

of IIT and IIM. 

Dipti Kumar, with rich 
experience in Television and 

digital media is now serving US 
Consulate General as Digital 

Engagement Director. 

 
DiJAI is organising a three-day Digital Media Conclave 2021 from on 2nd, 3rd and 4th December 

2021.  Policy makers and digital experts are sharing their views.  Details of the programme 

are available at http://dmc2021.dijai.in.  No charges for registration. 

 

http://dmc2021.dijai.in/
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Cover Story – Part I 
 

Top Ten Countries Emit 68% of Greenhouse Gases 

 
Dr Sudarshan Padmanabhan, Editorial Advisor 
 

Ten countries, including China, The US, India, The EU and others contribute around 68% of 

the Greenhouse gas emission globally leading to climate change and global warming.  This is 

a matter of serious concern for mankind.   

What is Climate Change? 

According to the United Nations, “climate change 

refers to long-term shifts in temperatures and 

weather patterns. These shifts may be natural, 

such as through variations in the solar cycle. But 

since the 1800s, human activities have been the 

main driver of climate change, primarily due to 

burning fossil fuels like coal, oil and gas.” 

Fossil fuels generate greenhouse gases that 

blanket the earth’s atmosphere thus trapping 

sun’s heat and cause raise in earth’s 

temperature. The main culprits are carbon-dioxide and methane. These are generated by 

vehicles and industries that burn fossil fuels. Deforestation also releases carbon-dioxide. 

Landfills with garbage produce methane – another greenhouse gas. Therefore, energy, 

industry, transport, buildings, agriculture, cattle farming and land use are the main 

contributors to greenhouse gases emission. Climate change leads to many events such as 

temperature increase, droughts, water scarcity, forest fires, floods, melting polar ice, huge 

storms, rising sea levels and reducing bio-diversity.  

People in various parts of the world are experiencing climate change in different ways. It 

affects all aspects of our lives like health, food availability, housing, food safety and work. 

The UN claims that in the future, climate 

refugees will increase rapidly.   

The UN reports that the greenhouse 

concentration is at the highest levels in 2 million 

years. No country can escape its responsibility of 

fighting global warming. Everyone is affected by 

climate change. The top 10 countries contribute 

over 68% and the 100 least emitting countries 

contribute 3%. The countries that create most 

damage to the climate should take more 

responsibility. Hence, the commitments should 

be equitable. 
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What are the proposed mitigation measures? 

Climate change solutions have to be economically viable while protecting our health, 

environment and forests. The UN has facilitated global agreements such as the UN Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Paris Agreement. Broadly, the measures to 

be adopted are: cutting emissions of greenhouse gases, climate impact adaptation and 

financing climate adjustments by lower income and lower emission economies. There is no 

time to waste. Most countries are looking at 2050 for net zero emissions. This would be too 

late since 2030 is the target to keep the global warming below 1.5 degree Centigrade. 

Adaptation to climate impact can provide a renewed impetus to employment, homes, 

businesses, infrastructure and natural eco-systems. Technology can also play an important 

role in protecting people from climate hazards and saving lives and property. 

Conference of Parties 26 (COP26) 

 

World leaders pose for a group photo during an evening reception to mark the opening day of the COP26 UN 
Climate Summit, in Glasgow. (Photo| AP)  

2021 United Nations Climate Change Conference also known as COP26 was held in Glasgow, 

Scotland, United Kingdom, from October 31 to November 13, 2021. This was the 26th 

Conference, presided over by Alok Sharma, Minister of State, Cabinet Office, UK. COP26 saw 

a stronger commitment to drastic measures to address climate change as envisaged in the 

Glasgow Climate Pact. Expectedly, coal and fossil fuel were the points of contention. 

Interestingly, earlier summits were sponsored by fossil fuel companies. For COP26, the UK 

government sought sponsors who had a real commitment to climate change. British Energy, 

banking and insurance companies sponsored the event. COP26 also turned back the clock on 

American reluctance to work on climate change mitigation during President Donald Trump’s 

administration. Due to the global pandemic COVID-19, COP26 was postponed to 2021 

October. The current President of America, Joseph Biden Jr, immediately rejoined the climate 

talks and even sent former President Barack Obama as one of the delegates to assure the 

world community that America meant business.  
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COP26 was attended by various Heads of State including the United States of America, 

Germany, France, Spain, India, Egypt, Israel, and Canada. Heads of States from 120 countries 

and 25,000 delegates from 200 countries participated in COP26. Microsoft founder Bill Gates 

called for a Green Industrial Revolution. Chinese President did not attend the event instead 

sent a written statement. China was represented by climate change envoy Xie Zhenhua. It 

should be noted that China is responsible for almost 27% of World’s GHG emissions and was 

expected to push back on the commitments to reduce carbon emissions by reducing the usage 

of coal and protecting forests. The notable absentees were the Heads of States from Saudi 

Arabia, South Africa, Russia, Iran, Mexico, Brazil, Turkey, Malaysia and Vatican City.  

While COP26 was expected to arrive at a consensus to end coal power and fossil fuel 

dependence in phases, China and India were against a stringent resolution. Despite a 

weakened resolution, COP26 was able to achieve the first climate deal in the form of the 

Glasgow Climate Pact with an explicit commitment to reduce the use of coal, proposing drastic 

cuts in Greenhouse Gas emissions and a promise of funding support for developing countries 

trying to adapt to the climate change.  

The takeaways from COP26 are numerous: 

1. 197 countries agreed to seriously work for mitigating climate change 

2. The Glasgow Climate Pact takes the Paris Agreement forward which agreed on a goal 

of limiting the increase of the global average temperature within 2 degree C above 

pre-industrial levels and make an effort to limit the average temperature within 1.5 

degree C  

3. Coal was identified as the biggest contributor to climate change, which is a first.  

4. 140 countries pledged to reach net-zero emissions. These countries contribute to 90% 

of global GDP.  

5. 100 countries including Brazil pledged to reverse deforestation by 2030. 

6. 40 countries pledged to move away from coal. 

7. India has promised to draw half of its energy from renewable sources by 2030 and 

achieve carbon neutrality by 2070. 

8. 24 developed countries and major car manufacturers such as GM, Ford, Volvo, Jaguar, 

Land Rover and Mercedes Benz have committed to work towards zero emissions 

globally by 2040. Many others like Volkswagen, Toyota, Peugeot, Honda, Nissan and 

Hyundai have not signed the pledge, unfortunately. 

9. Advanced economies have pledged financial support for climate change mitigation and 

adaptation efforts.  

 

The 12th and last day of COP26 was also labelled as the longest day. Till the last moment, an 

agreement was elusive though almost all the participating countries agreed on the general 

principles on climate mitigation and adaptation. But differences about financing, commitment 

required to keep the temperature within 1.5 degree C, adaptation, loss and damage and 

carbon market mechanisms remained. Many civil society groups working on climate justice 

emphasized the need to think of an equitable solution since the people at the bottom of the 

pyramid tend to get affected incommensurately. Hence the effort to address the climate 

change should be equitable, inclusive and sustainable, ensuring climate justice.  

India’s five commitments 

India is the third largest emitter of carbon dioxide following China, US, and closely followed 

by EU and Russia.  But India's per capita emission is 1.9 tonnes which is much below US 

(14.2), China (7.4) and Japan (8.15).  Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given the 
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following five commitments to reduce the emission of Greenhouse Gas. He was also praised 

for finding a middle ground without sacrificing India’s Global commitment to climate change 

and economic development. 

• By 2030 - 500 GW energy from non-fossil fuel sources 

• By 2030 - 50% of its energy from renewable (presently 70% from coal) 

• From now to 2030 - total projected per capita carbon emission reduced to  1 billion 

tons from the current level of 1.9  billion tonnes. 

• By 2030 - 45% reducing carbon intensity of its economy 

• By 2070 - net zero emission 

 

India has demanded 1 trillion dollars in climate finance. Prime Minister Modi also emphasized 

the need for lifestyle changes. To realize its commitments, India has to go for electric vehicles 

rapidly, reducing carbon footprint of polluting industries drastically, creating forests to absorb 

carbon dioxide and a major push towards solar power in the next couple of decades. 

How can we contribute individually? 

Individually, every Indian should try to reduce the carbon footprint and the emission of 

GHGs. Some measures that ought to be taken are: 

 

1. Using public transportation 

2. Replacing lamps at homes and offices with LED bulbs 

3. Investing in energy efficient appliances 

4. Reduce plastic waste 

5. Increase forest cover by planting trees 
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Cover Story – Part II 
 

Natural Disasters That Caused Havoc in India  

in the last Ten years 

 
Ramesh Sundaram,  Editorial Advisor 
 

Here the natural disasters are classified as a) Floods, b) Glacier melt down, c) Drought,            

d) Cyclones and d) Earthquakes . 

Major catastrophes that caused severe damage to human life, cattle and property are covered, 

with latest happening as first.  Most of these natural disasters are attributed mostly to Climate 

Change and Global Warming. 

Floods 

 

Chennai Floods 2015 

The La Nina caused severe drought in the southern most parts of India. Tamil Nadu was most 

affected. There was a failure of North East Monsoon for 3 consecutive years. Chennai faced 

severe water crisis with four of its reservoirs becoming completely dry. Groundwater level 

dipped to an abysmal low. A research study by Indian and American experts have put this 

drought as worser than 1896-97 famine. 

2021 Chennai Floods:  Severe depression in Bay of Bengal caused heavy rainfall 

and caused inundation of many areas of Chennai city and its peripheral areas. 

The city received almost about 140mm 0f rain in one single night, resulting 

in overflowing of rivers and lakes. 
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2017 Mumbai Floods: This was the second largest in Mumbai history. The flooding 

was attributed to Global Warming and Climate Change. A phenomenal 

470mm of rainfall in 12 hours caused the floods. 

2017 Gujarat Floods: The flood was caused by heavy rainfall and outflow of water 

from dams in Gujarat and Rajasthan.  

2017 West Bengal Floods: Cyclone Komen in July caused heavy flooding and 

inundation of many areas in West Bengal and Jharkhand. 

2017 Bihar Floods: Floods are due to heavy rain and resultant heavy water outflow 

from Gandak and Kosi rivers. The State is prone to flooding due to heavy rain 

during monsoon. 

2017 North East Floods: Flood water from Brahmaputra river caused massive 

flooding. Apart from about 2 million people, wildlife in Kaziranga National 

Park and other sanctuaries in the area were also severely affected. 

2015 Kerala Floods:  The flooding caused major disaster in the State. More than 

36,000 people were displaced and 445 people were feared dead. The 5 flood 

gates of Idukki dam were opened for the first time in the State’s history 

2015 Chennai Floods: The floods due to very heavy rainfall severely affected 

Chennai, Chidambaram and Cuddalore districts of Tamil Nadu. Very large 

areas of Chennai and its neighborhood areas were severely inundated mainly 

due to sudden opening of Floodgates of Chembarambakkam Lake. 

2015 Gujarat Floods: Cyclone caused floods. Ameli district in the State was most 

severely affected. Many landslips occurred. Gir National Park was totally 

inundated leading to perishing of large number of cattle. 

2014 Kashmir Floods: Due to heavy rainfall and flooding a large number of villages 

were affected. Many areas in cities were severely inundated. 

2012 Brahmaputra Floods: Flooding of the river caused severe damage to 

Kaziranga National Park in Assam. 

Glacier’s meltdown 

The Nanda Devi Himalayan glacier suddenly melted and broke causing heavy deluge of 

ice and water in downstream areas of Uttarakhand on February 7, 2021. Chamoli district 

of the State was worst affected. Two hydel projects of Rishi Ganga and Tapovan were 

almost totally destroyed by the avalanche. More than 200 people were feared dead or 

missing. Climate Change and Global Warming are the chief causes. 

Drought 

The La Nina caused severe drought in the southern most parts of India. Tamil Nadu was 

most affected. There was a failure of North East Monsoon for 3 consecutive years (2016-

18). Chennai faced severe water crisis with four of its reservoirs becoming completely 

dry. Groundwater level dipped to an abysmal low. A research study by Indian and 

American experts have put this drought worser than 1896-97 famine. 
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Cyclones 

May 2011 Cyclone Tauktae: Maharashtra and Gujar at, 175 dead, many reported 

missing, property loss was pegged at $2.1 million. 

November 

2020 

Cyclone Nivar: Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Puducherry. Property loss 

$ 600 million. 

May 2020 Cyclone Amshan: West Bengal, Orissa and Andamans, property loss $ 13.7 

billion. 

June 2020 Cyclone Vayu: Maharashtra and Gujarat, property loss $ 140,000 million. 

August 2020 Cyclone Fani: Property loss $ 8.1 billion. 

April 2019 Cyclone Gaja: Tamil Nadu and Kerala, huge damages to property. 

November 

2019 

Cyclone Titli: West Bengal, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, property loss $ 920 

million, 

November 

2017 

Cyclone Ockhi: Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Maharashtra and Gujarat. 

November 

2016 

Cyclone Vardah: Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Andhra Pradesh, $ 3.38 billion 

damages.  

Cyclone Tauktae hitting Gujarat 
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October 2014 Cyclone Hudhud: Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Andaman Islands, property loss 

$ 3. 6 billion. 

October 2012 Cyclone Nilam: Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, property loss $ 56.7 

million. 

December 

2011 

Cyclone Thane: Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Kerala: $ 235 million. 

Earthquakes 

More than 8 major earthquakes occurred in India and 

its neighboring countries during the last 10 years. 

Major among them was the earthquake that occurred 

in Sikkim in September 2011. More than 8900 deaths 

were reported and about 21,500 people were 

severely affected. The property loss was to the tune 

of $ 10 billion and more. 

Earthquakes in chronological order: 

April 2021 India- Assam May 2013 India – Kashmir 

January 2017 India, Bangladesh September 

2009 

Gangtok, Sikkim 

 

January 2016 India, Bangladesh and 

Myanmar 

August 2009 India – Andaman Islands 

 

October 2015 India, Afghanistan and 

Pakistan 

February 

2008 

India – West Bengal 

 

May 2015 India and Nepal, 

 

November 

2007 

India – Gujarat 

 

April 2015 

 

India and Nepal   

 

 

 

  

 

2015 Earthquake at Nepal – 1500 killed 
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Rani Abbakka Chowta the forgotten First Woman 

Freedom Fighter of India  

By C. Badri, Editorial Advisor 

 

Rani Abbakka was one of the earliest freedom fighters to fight the colonial powers and thus 

rightfully regarded as the “first woman freedom fighter of India”. She is the only woman in 

Indian history to repeatedly confront, fight and defeat the Portuguese. Rani Abbakka’s 

courage and valiant nature can be compared to Jhansi Rani Laxmibai or Rani Chennamma of 

Kittur. Unfortunately, very little is written about her in our history books and it is high time 

that our present and forthcoming generations know about this great and incredible woman 

freedom fighter. 

From the seventeenth century the 

trade in spices, textiles, war 

horses etc. flourished between the 

traders of the west coast of India 

and the Arabian Peninsula.  

Having an eye on this booming 

trade several European countries 

had been vying to discover the 

sea route to India and amongst 

others the Portuguese finally 

could discover a sea route to India 

when Vasco Da Gama reached 

Calicut in the year 1498 after a 

very long voyage. Later on, after 

five years the Portuguese built 

their first fort at Cochin. With 

superior naval power the control 

of all the spice routes to India was  

completely in the hands of the 

Portuguese within twenty years of 

Da Gama’s historic voyage. In 

fact, during the 16th Century the 

Portuguese remained 

unchallenged as the Dutch, the 

French and the British reached India only during the early part of the 17th century. The naval 

superiority of the Portuguese made them invariably win against local rulers who rebelled. In 
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the year 1526, the Portuguese captured 

the Mangalore port. Their next target was 

Ullal, a thriving port town that lay between 

the Western Ghats and the Arabian Sea. 

Ullal was the capital of the Chowta king 

Thirumala Raya III and the Chowtas were 

Jain kings who had originally migrated 

from Gujarat in the 12th century to Tulu 

Nadu (presently Dakshina Kannada district 

of Karnataka, part of Udupi and Kasaragod 

district in Kerala). Since the Chowtas 

belonged to matrilineal dynasty, the heir 

of Thirumala Raya III was Abbakka his 

young niece. Abbakka from her childhood 

had been trained in sword fighting, 

archery, cavalry, military strategy, 

diplomacy and all other subjects of 

statesmanship. When Abbakka was 

crowned the Queen of Ullal, she had a 

complete insight of the dangers posed by 

the Portuguese presence on the coast and 

she was equally determined to resist the 

same. Before his death, Thirumala Raya 

III had arranged marriage of Abbakka with 

Lakshmappa Bangaraja, the then ruler of 

Mangalore. Even after her marriage, Rani 

Abbakka as ruler of Ullal, continued to live 

in Ullal with her three children. However, 

the marriage broke down when Bangaraja 

aligned with the Portuguese. 

With an eye on Ullal’s trade the Portuguese 

had been trying to extract taxes from Rani 

Abbakka.  Treating this as unfair demands, 

she did not budge to the Portuguese and 

her ships continued to trade with the Arabs 

despite attacks by the Portuguese. Her 

army consisted of people belonging to all castes and religions.  

The Portuguese first attacked Ullal during the year 1556 under the command of Admiral Don 

Alvaro de Silveira which ended in a truce. Portuguese after a couple of years again attacked 

with a larger army and were only able to cause some damage at Ullal. However, Rani 

Abbakka’s battle tactics and strategy pushed them back once again. 

 During the next battle under the command of General Joao Peixoto the Portuguese army 

attacked Rani Abbakka at Ullal and managed to capture the royal palace. Rani Abbakka 

escaped and with the help of two hundred loyal soldiers raided the Portuguese army at  

midnight, killed General Joao Peixoto along with seventy soldiers who were camping with him. 

The remaining Portuguese troops ran to their ships and escaped. When the repeated attacks 

did not fructify the Portuguese resorted to treachery by taking the assistance of Rani 

Life size statue of Rani Abbakka at Ullal 
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Abbakka’s husband who revealed her art of war and  her strategies. The Portuguese issued 

various proclamations that any sort of dealing with Rani Abbakka would be illegal and her 

husband Bangaraja was also warned against extending any support to her. 

Despite the proclamations Abbakka continued to defy the Portuguese. The Portuguese 

frustrated by her defiance then sent Anthony D’ Noronha, the Portuguese Viceroy of Goa to 

attack Ullal in the year 1581. Around three thousand Portuguese soldiers supported by a fleet 

of battleships made a surprise attack on Ullal in the wee hours of the morning. At that time 

Rani Abbakka was returning from a visit to her family deity and knowing the attack of the 

Portuguese she immediately mounted her horse and lead her troops in retaliation. In the 

battle Rani Abbakka was wounded in the crossfire and was captured. The valiant queen 

breathed her last in captivity 

Rani Abbakka defended the freedom of the motherland and remained a major hindrance to 

the Portuguese during her rule despite their superior military power which speaks volumes 

about her courage and dedication to the motherland. It is very sad that her story full of valour 

and commitment to the motherland is forgotten and got camouflaged in Indian history.  

Rani Abbakka is well remembered even today in Dakshin Kannada through “Buta Kola” and 

“Yakshagana”. In Dakshin Kannada “Veera Rani Abbakka Utsav” is held every year in 

commemoration of this great warrior queen. During the year 2015 Government of India had 

issued a commemorative stamp in her memory. During the year 2012 the Indian Coast Guard 

Patrol Vessel  “ICGS Rani Abbakka” was also commissioned propitiating her memory. Five 

Patrol vessels are named after her.  

Tulu Baduku museum in Bantwal (Karnataka) displays around 3000 artefacts collected by 

Prof. Thukaram Poojary over a period of 20 years. Asked what motivated him to do so, Prof. 

Thukaram Poojary explains: “As a person who has made a career out of teaching history, I 

cannot allow an important freedom fighter to be forgotten just like that. Let the generations 

of future historians derive inspiration from it and dwell deep into Rani Abbakka’s life. 

Being an incredible patriot, Rani Abbakka’s made an indelible mark in the annals of Indian 

history. 

 

Patrol vessel used by Indian Coast Guard 
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International 

The Nobel Prize 2021 – Interesting Facts 

By Prof. Dr. R Jagannathan, Editorial Advisor 

 

 

  

The Nobel Foundation located in Sweden, awards every year, since 1901, five most coveted 

prizes, to "those who, during the preceding year, have conferred the greatest benefit to 

Mankind". Alfred Nobel was a Swedish chemist, engineer, and industrialist, the inventor of 

dynamite, who died on December 10, 1896 leaving his 186 million US Dollar savings, to create 

the Nobel prizes as per his last will of 1895. The prizes are awarded since 1901, every year 

on December 10 to mark his death anniversary.  Each Nobel prize winner will receive a gold 

medal, a diploma and a monetary award of value of 1.1 million US Dollar (as on 2021). 

Between 1901 and 2021, the Nobel Prizes and the Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic 

Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel were awarded 609 times to 975 people and organisations. 

2021 Nobel Prize Winners 

Physics: Syukuro Manabe of Princeton University, USA, Klaus Hasselmann of Max Planck 

Institute for Meteorology, Germany and Giorgio Parisi of Sapienza University of Rome, Italy, 

have discovered how systems from atomic to planetary scales including global warming 

works.  So far Princeton University has got 74 Nobel Prizes, Max Plank Institute 37 Nobel 

Prizes and Sapienza University 12 ! 

Chemistry: Benjamin List of Max Plank Institute, Germany and David MacMillan of Princeton 

University, USA have discovered a precise new tool for molecular construction, which will have  

a great impact on pharmaceutical research, and has made chemistry greener. 
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Physiology / Medicine: The 2021 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine was jointly awarded to 

David Julius, 66, at the University of California, San Francisco, and Ardem Patapoutian, 54, 

at Scripps Research, La Jolla, California, for their discoveries on how man, animals and insects 

feel temperature and touch.  The University of California has bagged 71 Nobel Prizes so far. 

Peace: Two communication experts have been given the Nobel Prize for the first time in  

history. Both of them are reporters of popular news agencies. One is Maria Angelita Ressa, a 

Filipino-American journalist and the co-founder and CEO of Rappler, the Philippines' leading 

digital media company. She is the first Filipino Nobel Prize laureate. She was earlier with CNN 

and winner of the Time's Person of the Year 2018 award.   

The other is Dmitry Andreyevich Muratov is a Russian journalist, television presenter and the 

editor-in-chief of the Russian newspaper Novaya Gazeta. 

Literature: 

Abdulrazak Gurnah, a Tanzanian-born novelist and academic, who moved to the United 

Kingdom in the 1960s as a refugee,  was awarded  for his uncompromising and compassionate 

penetrative writings.  Earlier he won the prestigious Booker Prize also.  

Countries nurturing environment to win Nobel Prizes 

The factors in a country, leading to the award of Nobel prize include, a quality based education 

system both at school level and in university level, nation’s thirst for excellence and unbiased 

research, financial and administrative support and encouragement for path-breaking 

technologies. 

These factors naturally exist in the following 4 countries. They are, the USA which has got 

383 Nobel prizes (with a 33-crore population) so far, the United Kingdom 133 (with a 7-crore 

population and Germany 109 (with a 8-crore population) and France 69 (with a 7-crore 

population). Hence a little more than 60% of Nobel laureates are from these 4 countries. Rest 

of the world has many things to learn from these countries. 

One may be curious to compare the number of Nobel laureates a country has produced, as a 

per capita ratio. The analysis will be skewed. Take for example the country “Faroe Islands” 

which has produced just only one Nobel Laureate in these 120 years. This country’s population 

is 50,000 only, Hence, if we calculate the number of Nobel laureates per 10 million of the 

population is 202(!) and this per capita number is 15 for Israel. Both these countries push 

down almost all the leading advanced countries, thus projecting an erroneous conclusion. 

Hopes of India 

India’s present National Educational Policy, has carefully addressed the underlying factors and 

is striving to drive India’s Science and Technology to greater and greater heights, so that the 

environment for the basic sciences, which decides the quality and fate the life of mankind, is 

being given a new impetus in our country. Let us all hope that we too will be in the race for 

Nobel prizes, every year, like the other leading countries. 
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Technology 

The Crypto Currency Regulation 

Naa. Vijayashankar (Naavi), Cyber Law and Cyber Security Expert 

 

One of the proposals in the bill to regulate 

Crypto Currencies is the empowerment for the 

Government to issue a “Crypto Currency” 

managed by the Central Bank. This Central 

Bank Managed Crypto Currency” (CBMCC), is 

also referred to as CBOD or Central Bank 

Official Digital Currency. However, “Digital 

Currency” is a term which does not indicate the 

“Crypto Nature” based on the “Blockchain 

Technology” and CBMCC therefore could be 

technically different from CBOD. 

If RBI has to issue a CBOD, it does not need any change of law. It presently has the right to 

issue Currency and Information Technology Act 2000 (ITA 2000) which provides the 

equivalence of paper to electronic document subject to exemptions under Section 1(4) of 

ITA2000. By a simple amendment to the notification under the First Schedule of ITA 2000/8 

can enable that Digital Currency be issued by RBI.  

The security features that mitigate the risk of fake currency is a procedural discretion of RBI 

and just as in the physical currency, RBI has security features in terms of paper, printing ink, 

hologram, the silver thread etc, in the digital currency, “Block Chain” could be a security 

feature as also many other features that can be used. 

The Blockchain algorithm that we normally associate with Bitcoin type Crypto Currencies 

require a reward for mining to be created. This feature is redundant in the CBOD/CBMCC since 

there is no need for “Mining” of such currencies.  

The best use of blockchain based security for the CBMCC is by a private block chain where 

several authorized officials of the RBI can be made the nodes who digitally sign the CBMCC. 

The CBMCC unit can have a unique ID which can be a private key or an ID like the serial 

number of the note which is encrypted with the digital signature of all the nodal officers. It 

can be generated in a specified hardware of the RBI and also incorporate meta data related 

to the Bios ID, time stamp of creation, time stamp of signature of each nodal officer etc. It 

can also have a switch to extinguish or suspend validity subject to appropriate procedure so 

that “Demonetization” would be an easy process. 

The CBMCC will however be a form of fiat currency, and will not command a premium over 

paper currency value other than the “Convenience Premium”. It will be a C2C transaction 

where the money transfer occurs only with the knowledge of the nodal officers and without 

the intermediation of commercial Banks.  

Exciting prospects are ahead for the “Crypto INR” and we shall wait for the developments to 

unfold. 
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Nation 

PreSense and its Initiatives Celebrate Constitution Day 

All our initiatives (Prime Point Foundation, 

PreSense, Sansad Ratna Awards Committee, Next 

Gen Political Leaders and Digital Journalists 

Association of India) in association with Ahlcon 

Group of Schools, New Delhi celebrated the 

Constitution Day for 4 days from 25th November to 

28th November.2011.   Indian Constitution was 

adopted on 26th November 1949 by the 

Constituent Assembly and this came into force 

from 26th January 1950.  Till 2015, 26th November 

was celebrated as National Law Day.  From 2015, 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi declared 26th 

November to be celebrated as Constitution Day.    All our initiatives are celebrating this day 

for the past four years.  This year we planned to celebrate for four days. 

Day 1 – 25th November 2021 

 

An Inter School competition was held on the topic “Country before 

self”. 20 Students from 10 leading Delhi Schools participated.  Five 

students were selected as the top speakers by a Jury Committee.  

These five students were given prizes on the next day. 

The programme was organised by Ahlcon International School and 

their team.  The competition was held through Zoom. 

 

Day 2 – 26th November 2021 

Day 2 event was held at Foreign Correspondents 

Club of South Asia, New Delhi.  Hansraj G Ahir, 

Former Union Minister (MoS), Home Affairs was 

the Chief Guest. Ananda Bhaskar 

Rapolu,(Former Rajya Sabha MP), Mansh Gupta 

(President, FCC of 

South Asia), 

Tarun Nangia 

(Legally speaking 

fame), Dr Tushti Bhardwaj (Delhi University) were the 

speakers. A Panel discussion  was held on the topic 

“Fundamental duties and Directive Principles in grooming 

youngsters” Dr Ashok Pandey (Director, Ahlcon Group of 

Schools) moderated the panel discussion.     

The Award-winning students were given certificates by Hansraj G Ahir and Ananda Bhaskar 

Rapolu. 

School students with Guests of Honour 
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Day 3 – 27th November 2021 

A  Panel discussion was held on the 3rd day of 

Celebrations on the topic “Role of Teachers in 

creating awareness about Fundamental duties”.  

Four Senior Principals of outstanding Delhi 

Schools participated virtually.  Sanjay Yadav, 

Principal, Ahlcon International School moderated 

the discussion. 

The Panel discussion can be watched at 

https://youtu.be/5YyKvMDIyOA  

 

Day 4  – 27th November 2021 

A Panel discussion was held on the 4th day of 

Celebrations on the topic “Role of Civil Society in 

improving the democratic system”.  B S 

Raghavan IAS (Retd) and T S Krishnamurthy 

(Former Chief Election Commissioner of India) 

shared their views quoting some case studies, 

where the civil society organisations have played 

a greater role in improving the system.  

Priyadharshni Raghul, Editor of PreSense 

moderated the discussion.   

Dr Ashok Pandey, Director, Ahlcon Group of Schools summed up the discussions of all the 

four days.   

The panel discussion can be watched at https://youtu.be/7-9s1-DzpTM  

By Nandini Alagar, Editorial Team 

 

Award winning students with Hansraj Ahir (4th from left) and Anand Bhaskar Rapolu (3rd from left) 

https://youtu.be/5YyKvMDIyOA
https://youtu.be/7-9s1-DzpTM
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Digest of articles published up to 175 editions – 8 volumes 
(Click on the image or title to download the eBook) 

 

   
Volume 1 

Indian Heritage 

 

Volume 2 

Spotlights from the 

History 

 

Volume 3 

Media & Communication 

   
Volume 4 

Politics & Governance 

Volume 5 

Prince cartoons 

Volume 6 

Science & Technology 

 

   
Volume 7 

Health 

Volume 8 

General & Exclusives 

Brochure: 

16 years of Journey: 

Milestones 

 

Please click this link and subscribe to our Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/c/PrimePointFoundation/ 

 

 

http://www.prpoint.com/publication/presense175volume1.pdf
http://www.prpoint.com/publication/presense175volume1.pdf
http://www.prpoint.com/publication/presense175volume2.pdf
http://www.prpoint.com/publication/presense175volume2.pdf
http://www.prpoint.com/publication/presense175volume2.pdf
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http://www.prpoint.com/publication/presense-16years-journey.pdf
http://www.prpoint.com/publication/presense-16years-journey.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/c/PrimePointFoundation/
http://www.prpoint.com/publication/presense175volume1.pdf
http://www.prpoint.com/publication/presense175volume2.pdf
http://www.prpoint.com/publication/presense175volume3.pdf
http://www.prpoint.com/publication/presense175volume4.pdf
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Our other Publications (Free download) 

 

Digest of Select Articles up to 100th 
Edition (with Foreword from Dr 

Abdul Kalam) 

https://tinyurl.com/presense100 

  

Digest of Select Articles up to 110th 
Edition 

https://tinyurl.com/presense110 

 

Digest of Select Articles up to 130th 
Edition 

https://tinyurl.com/presense130 

 

Digest of Select Articles up to 150th 
Edition 

www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense150 

  
Digest of Select Articles on 

Communication, Journalism and 
Perception Management  

Published through 170 Editions 

https://tinyurl.com/presensespeaks1 

 

 

12-year Journey of Sansad Ratna Awards, 
a Flagship Initiative of PreSense 

https://tinyurl.com/sansadratna21 

 

Select Parliamentary Speeches of  

Dr S K Kharventhan (14th Lok 
Sabha) 

https://tinyurl.com/drskk14 
 

Select Parliamentary Speeches of  

Shri S Ramasubbu (15th Lok Sabha) 

https://tinyurl.com/ssr15 

 

Select Parliamentary Speeches of 
Shri  

N K Premachandran (16th Lok 
Sabha) 

https://tinyurl.com/nkp16  

Important Recommendations of the 
Finance Committee (16th Lok Sabha) 

Chaired by  

Dr M Veerappa Moily 

https://tinyurl.com/drmoily16 
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https://www.youtube.com/c/PrimePointFoundation/ 
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https://tinyurl.com/ssr15
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