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From the Desk of Editor-in-Chief 
 

 

Greetings from all of us @ The Editorial Team to all our readers. 

 

As usual, we have a platter of articles, prepared and dished out in this issue. 

The topics range from the outdoor to the indoor and to the big picture.  

 

Online games have become a favourite pastime, and it goes beyond just a 

game but an obsession and an addiction. In the recent days, we watch many 

TV and online advertisements inviting audience to play ‘online rummy’ and 

promising huge takeaways.  Simultaneously, we also read reports in the 

media about the suicide of many youngsters, who lost money in this online gambling.  Our 

Editorial explains the evil side of these types gambling and demands a ban on online 

gambling and related advertisements.   

  

The Indian Parliament passed the much debated and controversial Farm Bill recently. The 

Cover Story deals with this hot topic and delves into the matter to understand if it is a boon 

for our farming community or bane.  

 

A Conclave about the National Education Policy was held under the auspices of Prime Point 

Foundation. It featured learned and experienced professionals to share views and 

suggestions for seamless implementation of the Policy. We bring you a synopsis of the 

three-day programme.  

 

We are happy to inform our readers that a retired Banking professional Mr C Badri, Former 

General Manager of Canara Bank and Indian Overseas Bank is joining the Editorial team as 

Editorial Advisor to support us in the domains of Banking and Finance.   

 

I hope you will enjoy reading this edition. Please share your feedback with us at 

editor@corpezine.com.  Your feedback is important to us. 

 

Downloads 

  
Download: 

www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense150 

 

Download: 

www.prpoint.com/ezine/initiatives 

Earlier Editions of your eMagazine, PreSense: https://www.corpezine.com 

mailto:editor@corpezine.com
http://www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense150
http://www.prpoint.com/ezine/initiatives
https://www.corpezine.com/
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Editorial 
 

Ban Online Gambling and Related Advertisements  
to Save Youth 

 

Shocking recent media reports  

The recent shocking reports in the media about the suicide of many youngsters  after losing 

money in online gambling is highly disturbing.  The unregulated screaming advertisements 

on television and other online media inviting people to play rummy add more serious 

concern.   It is reported that many youngsters have become addicted to internet gambling.  

 

Gambling in India is governed by The Public Gaming Act of 1867, The Madras Police Act of 

1888 and the Tamil Nadu Gaming Act of 1930 in the state. Gambling is listed in the List II of 

the Seventh Schedule of Indian Constitution and the States are empowered to enact laws to 

regulate gambling. Goa, Sikkim and  Nagaland have permitted gambling online and 

offline.  In the majority of the other States, gambling  is permitted  in specific places which 

are called ‘Gaming Houses’, after taking permission from the authorities concerned.    

 

The Hon’ble Supreme Court has permitted gaming activities like rummy with stakes, which 

has been described as a game with “preponderance of skill over chance”. When these cases 

were decided, online gambling was not prevalent. Today,  a situation has arisen where 

online gambling has become popular but has neither been specifically prohibited nor 

permitted. A grey area exists which needs to be addressed expeditiously.  In the online 

Rummy gambling, a person uses the internet to play the game.  Cards are dealt virtually 
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and the player does not know whether he plays with a machine or a real human being. Any 

fraud committed in the physical domain can be detected, but any fraud committed in the 

virtual domain is almost impossible to detect.  Every game could be a ‘fixed match’.  ‘Match 

fixing’  is illegal in India.  

 

Our ancient scriptures like Rig Veda and Mahabharata describe the evils of gambling.  In 

Arthasastra, Chanakya has laid down some stringent conditions for operating Gaming 

Houses.  If there was any violation, the gaming house owner and players were penalised 

heavily.  

 

All card games, lotteries, IPL betting, commodity trading by unrecognised exchanges, 

currency trading by unauthorised people are freely available  online in India.   

 

Some of the major challenges arising out of online gambling: 

 

 Unlimited losses will ruin the family of the player. 

 It will lead to a rise in crimes on the streets. 

 Most of the money gets transferred outside India through the hawala channel. Technical 

manipulations seem to be taking place to circumvent the Money Laundering Act by the 

game operators. It is also reported that the money is used for drug trafficking and 

terrorism activities.  

 Already people are addicted to the internet.  Gambling is more addictive.  These two 

reinforce each other. This will lead the player to pick up other addictions like drugs and 

alcohol.  

 It is also reported that several gaming sites use crypto currencies as a medium of 

transaction and this will damage the nation’s economy, because of unregulated currency 

flow.  

 Through TV and online advertisements, children and housewives are targeted and 

encouraged to play. 

 Personal information is taken, mostly in an unauthorised manner, by the game operator 

and he uses this information to profile the player and to sell the data to others.  

 

PreSense appeals to the Government of India to immediately address this issue without 

delay and consider the following suggestions: 

 

 To pass laws to ban or at least regulate such online gaming/gambling  websites and 

permit only restricted access to identified persons (KYC regulated) with strict 

surveillance over the transactions, limiting betting amounts and monitoring operation of 

such sites;  

 To sensitise the public on the dangers of gambling on the same lines and issue statutory 

warnings in a similar manner as is done for tobacco users;    

 To put in place strict guidelines like antecedent verification, player admission screening, 

profiling etc before granting admission and creating and maintaining databases of such 

people after granting access; and  

 To consider putting in place rules and guidelines for such practitioners including possible 

issue of licenses to practice the profession.  

 

Shri S N Ravichandran, a Cyber Security Expert and Social Worker from Coimbatore has 

filed Public Interest Litigation in the Madras High Court seeking the  intervention of the 

Hon’ble High Court to address the issues urgently.  The Court has taken up the case  for 

hearing and issued notices to all concerned.   

By K. Srinivasan, Publisher & Mg. Editor and V Rajendran, Editor 
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Cover Story 
 

Indian Govt Passes Three Major Farm Bills  

as Part of Agrarian Reforms 

The Indian Government has passed three major legislations in Parliament as part of its 

major effort to put agrarian reforms on track. The two major bills passed were – The 

Farmers Produce and Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Bill and the Farmers 

(Empowerment & Protection) Agreement of Price Assurance and Farm Services Bill. The 

third legislation related to Essential Commodities Act. All three legislations replace 

ordinances promulgated by the government before the onset of Parliament’s Monsoon  

session.  

 

Reactions:  

 

Prime Minister Modi in a series of tweets described the legislation as a watershed moment in 

the history of Indian Agriculture.   The members of  ruling party (BJP)  called it a big bang 

reform.  But the Congress led opposition dubbed the legislations as being “historic for all the 

wrong reasons”.  The opposition demanded the bills be referred to a Joint Select Committee 

of the House for further examination of its provisions.  BJP’s long-time and strongest ally 

Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) was disappointed  about the Bill and its minister in the cabinet, 

Harsimran Kaur Badal resigned from the cabinet over the issue.  

 

What the Bills contain?  

 

The first bill seeks to prohibit the state governments from collecting market fees, cess or 

levies for trade outside notified APMC (Agricultural Produce  Market  Committee) mandis. 

APMC is a marketing board established by a State Government to safeguard the farmers 

from exploitation by large retailers, and to ensure that farm-to-retail-price spread does not 

become excessively high. It also removes inter-state barriers and provides a framework for 

electronic trading directly between a buyer and a farmer breaking state control over 

farmers, enabling them to choose the buyer and of course the price. This roots out money 

laundering practices too. State Governments are fuming over their alleged loss of control of 

farm produce and their distribution.  

 

The second Bill opens up the market further and allows farmers to sell directly to corporate 

entities engaged in agricultural trade. The big players are Walmart, Pepsi Foods, Reliance 

and ITC Agro. Farmers led by the Opposition fear that prices can be manipulated by the 

corporate lobbies to their advantage with their infrastructure for distribution, financial and 

muscle power. But Government dismisses such fears as baseless, hoping that the 

competition among corporates will fetch a better price to farmers.     

 

The third legislation is essentially an amendment seeking to take out some commodities 

from the essential commodities list – potatoes, tomatoes and onions, with the government 

justifying the move that removal of these commodities from the essential commodities list, 
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will enable the farmers to stock these in their godowns or elsewhere and sell them when the 

market is favourable, instead of letting the huge, monopolistic middle-men do it.   

 

 
Government’s clarification – Graphics courtesy thetrupicture.org 

Opposition’s concern:  

 

The concern of the Opposition is that the move undermines food security.  But this is not 

true, says the Government, defending the legislations. The Government assures that the  

states still retain the power to control distribution and regularise it especially in times of 

exigencies like famine, shortages, wars etc.   The legislations seem to strike at the heart of 

a big problem in the demand supply management, hoarders and black marketers.  Under 

the new legislations, they are sought to be rooted out.  In a nutshell, the Government is 

trying to open up the agriculture market, ensuring minimum price and food security. The 

Minimum Support Price (MSP) continues to hold good, to ensure fair price for the farmers 

produce.    

 

Some farmer organisations are protesting, maybe because of lack of clarity on the MSP 

issue which they fear is being dispensed with, though actually it is not.   The Centre would 

do well to reiterate their categorical assurance that the Government-administered pricing 



 

 

7 

mechanism under MSP is not being dispensed with. The problem started with a massive 

protest by Haryana farmers, who blocked all roads and highways soon after the Bills were 

introduced.  They feared that the Bills were not beneficial to them.  There were massive 

rallies and protests in Punjab too under the Congress Government, which in a democracy 

like India is quite understandable.  And now, it is official news that after over a month of 

protests by farmers against the three farm laws enacted by the Central Government, a 

special session of the Punjab Assembly on Tuesday (October 20) not only rejected the three 

laws of the Centre by a unanimous resolution but also passed Amendment Bills  removing 

Punjab from the ambit of the central laws.  It would be a good academic and Constitutional 

subject for study, if all the non-BJP states in the country adopt a similar stand and pass 

similar Acts!  

 

Minister’s assurance on MSP:   

 

Union  Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar has said: "MSPs won't be touched at any 

cost. Not just these Bills, many steps have been taken to double farmers' income in the past 

six years. There is no doubt that farmers will continue to get MSP.”  Former PM and 

agriculturist Deve Gowda has expressed concerns over farmers’ so-called plight saying:  "As 

a farmer I am really concerned with issues related to the farm bills. The entire House, all of 

us are concerned about farmers. Farmers are the backbone of the country. The Prime 

Minister should explain why there is a hurry to pass the Bills amid the pandemic."  

    

Whether the farm bills benefit the farmers or not, whether the legislations seek to double 

the farmers income or not, whether Opposition’s criticisms of the bill that farmers will not 

actually benefit if the existing chain of demand and  supply management is disturbed is 

something one can answer only when the law is enforced in right earnest and the results 

follow. Perhaps in the next few agricultural seasons, we will know the outcome.  

 

By T.N. Ashok, Consulting Editor   

 

Report on Saturday Talk Show 

A Talk Show in English titled “Saturday Talk with Experts”, organised by Prime Point 

Foundation in association with this eMagazine 

PreSense and Next Gen Political Leaders (NGPL),  is 

streamed live through YouTube, Twitter and Facebook.  

Sukruti Narayanan (Actor and Communication 

professional from Australia) hosts the show.  

The eleventh episode of Saturday Talks with experts was held on 3rd October 2020. Mr 

Naga (a celebrated TV Serial Director - Marmadesam, Ramani vs Ramani and Rudraveenai 

fame) talked about “Television serials - Opportunities and Evolution”.  

He explained in detail about  the job opportunities available in TV serials for youngsters and 

the skills that are needed.  He also explained about his experiences and the efforts he made 

to be a successful TV Serial Director.  

The recording of the event can be watched on: https://youtu.be/YG568Gs_BRk 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://youtu.be/YG568Gs_BRk
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National Education Conclave 2020 

Academicians Welcome NEP 2020:  

Demand Effective Implementation 

Prime Point Foundation jointly with this eMagazine PreSense, Next Gen Political Leaders 

(NGPL) and Education Loan Task Force (ELTF) organised online a three-day National 

Education Conclave 2020 on the topic “NEP 2020 – Understanding the right way”.  Shri 

Arjun Ram Meghwal, Hon’ble MoS, Parliamentary Affairs, Govt. of India and many eminent 

academicians and industrialists participated and shared their views.  The proceedings were 

streamed live through YouTube, Twitter and Facebook. 

All the academicians welcomed the National Education Policy 

2020 (NEP 2020), and hoped that this would bring in a 

paradigm shift in the standards of education in our country.  

Many of them felt that the earlier education policy, framed in 

1986, was not effectively implemented. Hence, they appealed 

to the Government to ensure that NEP 2020 is implemented 

effectively by all the stakeholders.   

While inaugurating the Conclave, Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal, 

Hon’ble MoS, Parliamentary Affairs, extensively quoted Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam, who acquired 

knowledge and inspiration right from the school itself, and who had always emphasised on 

quality school education for a bright future to this Nation.  Shri Meghwal highlighted the 

importance of school education which shapes the future of the children.  He also insisted on 

moral education at every level.  He stressed that in the twenty-first century, knowledge 

would be the power.  

   

Session I Session II Session III 

Some of the observations / suggestions made by the Panellists: 

Dr. Ravi Mathur, Former CEO, CS1 India, Delhi:  Employability is a big challenge to our 

graduates because of the lack of skills and bleak understanding of the concepts. A robust 

Digital India infrastructure system will ensure uninterrupted learning and empowered 

graduates.  Computers and other devices should be available at affordable prices for the 

best implementation of NEP 2020. 

Dr. R. Jagannathan, Provost,   Saint Teresa University, Saint Vincent and The 

Grenadines, West Indies:  Whenever an Indian student is asked, the student will 

Arjun Ram Meghwal 
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invariably say that he / she would like to become a doctor or an engineer, while most of the 

Finland students prefer to become a teacher.   Students should be encouraged to become 

teachers, to provide high quality education.  Though India produces nearly 20 lakh teachers 

every year, as against the requirement of 3 lakh teachers, the quality of teacher training in 

India is below par, resulting in poor quality education.  Salary and perquisites should be 

made more attractive to encourage quality teachers.   

Mr. Vijay Kumar, Executive Director, Madras Management Association: Teachers are 

to be trained in an ongoing basis.   Also the teachers – students’ ratio, should be adequately 

addressed and enhanced. The focus on skill development and vocational training will create 

more opportunities and will improve employability. 

Dr. R W Alexandar Jesudasan, Pro Vice-Chancellor, Hindustan Institute of 

Technology and Science (Deemed to be University):  NEP 2020 being a well drafted 

policy document compared to the earlier 1968 and 1986 policies, shifts focus from theory to 

practice.  There should be effective communication to convince the students. The 

establishment of the Academic Bank of Credit viz., digital storage of academic credits is a 

welcome move. The success of NEP2020 depends upon the effective implementation and 

coordination amongst all the stakeholders.  

Dr. Tarun Arora, Dean,  School of Legal Studies, Central University of Punjab: The 

infrastructure in Schools and Colleges, for Vocational and Skill Development, is to be 

improved.   The Regulatory system should be made more effective. Educational Institutions 

should provide the required infrastructure to the teachers to learn to teach better. Teacher 

Training Institutes should not be just commercial shops and should rather be a committed 

unit to orient the teachers with the required knowledge. 

Dr. Ameeta Mulla Wattal, Principal, Springdales School, New Delhi: Understanding 

the regional language is very important.  Children should be encouraged to think creatively.  

Teaching the primary school children in their mother tongue improves the child’s 

understanding and imagination. This NEP 2020 is the most flexible proposal amongst all 

other National Education Policies earlier and has given high scope of creativity to teachers in 

teaching concepts. This policy will moot the child’s development in whole and prepare 

him/her with confidence.  If  we plan for its implementation next year, the teachers should 

start their training from today, right now! 

Dr. Ashok Pandey, Director, Ahlcon Public and International Schools, Delhi: NEP 

2020 is a good policy to improve the quality of education in India.  Effective implementation 

of the Policy is to be ensured. NEP is truly a paradigm shift that requires collective 

commitment from the Teachers, Parents, Students, Government and the Civil Society in its 

effective implementation. This is surely a slow process for it to reach every corner of this 

nation and hence, the sooner we understand this magnificent document and its progressive 

vision, the faster we will be giving a great education to our children. It is just not a visionary 

document but also a policy to certainty. 

Dr. Sudarsan Padmanabhan, Associate Professor, IIT Madras: Presently the 

education system is textbook centric, teacher centric and not student centric. It does not 

provide the opportunity for students to apply their mind and be creative. NEP2020 will 
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change the perspective of students. Their life will no longer be designed by the parents’ 

ambitions and dreams, but by the ability and capability of the child. all stakeholders are to 

coordinate and be involved effectively for  successful implementation,  .  

Dr. Maria Zeena Johnson, Chancellor, Satyabhama Institute of Science and 

Technology (Deemed to be University): In NEP 2020 there will be no dropouts as the 

student  will have a certificate at any time of his exit. Online education has become the 

order of the day in our country. NEP 2020 is student centric. Infrastructure in Colleges and 

Universities is reasonably good but infrastructure in schools is to be improved to maintain 

uniformity. 

Dr. G. Ramesh, Professor, Center for Public Policy, Indian Institute of 

Management, Bengaluru:  Normally Arts and sciences courses have been going down in 

the order of preference amongst the students.  Students rush towards engineering and 

medical courses in herds.  In the United States, whatever be the major a student takes, he 

has to take a certain number of credits in liberal arts courses.  Apart from certain prescribed 

minimum credits to qualify for a major, they are free to take the subjects of their choice. 

The Universities in the US are mostly large ones which may happen in India also.  It means, 

smaller colleges in small towns can offer first year’s basic courses or convert into vocational 

training colleges. India will become a place to accept international students to provide 

quality education rather than our students going abroad for a better education. 

YouTube Links 

18th Oct 2020 - Inauguration and Session 1: https://youtu.be/qsLfJPrJ-q8    

19th October 2020 - Session II:  https://youtu.be/K1aImuE61EM  

20th October 2020 – Session III: https://youtu.be/2jxYpCs8vJc    

The Conclave was moderated by Ms. Priyadarshni Rahul, Trustee Secretary Prime Point 

Foundation and Deputy Editor of PreSense. Mr Srinivas Gopal was the Event Coordinator. 

By K. Srinivasan, Publisher & Mg. Editor and C Badri, Editorial Advisor 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

PreSense welcomes Mr C Badri who joins Editorial Board  

 

Mr C Badri, an eminent Banker has joined the Editorial Board 

of PreSense in October 2020.  He served as General Manager 

of Canara Bank and General Manager cum Chief Vigilance 

Officer of Indian Overseas Bank before retirement.  He carries 

a rich experience of more than 40 years in the banking 

industry, and this includes international assignments.  He has 

authored a book on the guidelines of Central Vigilance 

Commission and this book is used by some banks in India.  He 

will be supporting our eMagazine PreSense in the domains of 

Banking, Finance and Cyber Security.  

 

https://youtu.be/qsLfJPrJ-q8
https://youtu.be/K1aImuE61EM
https://youtu.be/2jxYpCs8vJc
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Events 

 
Glory of Ancient India – Report on Amudasurabhi Show 

 

Prime Point Foundation in association with this eMagazine PreSense and Next Gen Political 

Leaders (NGPL) organises from October 2020 a ‘Talk Show’ titled “Amudasurabhi – Ancient 

Bharath” with historians and experts on ancient India to highlight  the glory of our past 

beyond 1000 years, that is, before the invasion by foreigners.  This programme is 

conducted  in Tamil. 

In the first episode held on 4th October 2020, Mr Veda Sridharan, Researcher and Author 

shared his views about the ancient temple town “Srirangam” in South India.  He explained 

how in the ancient days, temples were used for social welfare, including the development of 

art and culture.   

The discussion can be watched at https://youtu.be/ASKruZQdRrA  

  

Episode 1 – 4th October 2020 Episode 2 – 11th October 2020 

In Episode 2 held on 11th October 2020, Dr D K Hari and Dr Hema Hari shared their views 

on how the birth dates of Lord Rama and Lord Krishna were calculated.  They have done 

extensive research on the historical dates of Ramayana and Mahabharata.  It was 

interesting to know from Dr Hari that in the original version of Ramayana and Mahabarata, 

the date and time of important events, including birth of Rama and Krishna, Kurushetra war 

are indicated through the astronomical positions of various planets.  This indicates the 

wisdom of our ancient people.  

This discussion can be watched at https://youtu.be/7l8V5m5WcoY  

The above discussions were streamed live through YouTube, Twitter and Facebook.  The 

shows were moderated by Prime Point Srinivasan and Sridhar Raj.  Srinivas Gopal provided 

the technical support.  

By Editorial Team 

 

 

https://youtu.be/ASKruZQdRrA
https://youtu.be/7l8V5m5WcoY
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