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From the Desk of Editor-in-Chief 
 

 

Greetings from all of us @ The Editorial Team, to our readers.  

 

This month, our edition focusses on some crisp news that has taken 

place during the month or just before it. They are covered in crisp 

bullet news. 

 

The Editorial focusses again as it did a couple of months ago, on the 

need for a more responsible and sensitised role by our media for the 

sake of sanity, privacy and security.  The Cover Story is about the 

retrieval and restoration of India’s rich heritage found in its stolen 

idols. It includes the expert opinions of a couple of professionals passionately involved in 

this mission. 

 

The Nobel and Nobel Memorial Prizes have been announced and while acknowledging the 

winners, we bring you some insight about how the recent discoveries blend with the ancient 

philosophies of our country, and examining the ‘brass tacks’ of theories that have won 

recognition.  

 

Prince has his say in the context of the recent regional elections held in the country. Don’t 

miss his punchline!  

 

I hope you will enjoy this edition. Please share your feedback with us at 

editor@corpezine.com.  Your feedback is important to us. 

 

 

Downloads 
 

  
 

Download 

www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense150 

 

 

Download 

www.prpoint.com/ezine/initiatives 

- Earlier Editions of your eMagazine, PreSense: https://www.corpezine.com 
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Editorial 
 

When News Reporting Turns Into Reality Shows 

The last weekend was a doleful one for most of the Indian regional news channel viewers 

especially in the south as they were subjected to the live non-stop coverage of the rescue 

operation to bring out an infant child caught in the bottom of an 88-foot bore well pit he had 

slipped into.  After an 82-hour ordeal, the mission ended tragically as the rescuers brought 

out the decomposed remains of the child. The 82-hour ordeal was an extremely stressful 

and depressing one for the family of the victim, the rescuers, the onlookers both at the site 

and on the TV screens and for the supervisors and reporters, particularly during Diwali.  

 

However, the focus of this editorial is not on the operation or even the accident but the live 

non-stop coverage for more than 80 hours that almost all the regional news channels did. 

The channels have apparently capitalised on the emotional strains of the viewers, to keep 

them glued to the live non-stop coverage – the similar emotional strain with which viewers 

get glued to soap operas and reality shows.  

 

This is not criticism. This is intense concern about how the media in their attempt to win 

eyeballs, have turned insensitive and inconsiderate to the people involved, and to the 

situation. They fail to realise that during the operation, rescuers are working in a tense 

situation and the media peering over their shoulders is helping little. Instead, their presence 

is a hindrance to their optimum performance.  

 

The media always attracts more people than necessary. This impedes the operation in 

process. We observe from previous media live non-stop coverages of crisis situations that 

people become overtly emotional, aggressively expressive and interfering when they are 

aware of cameras on the roll. This does not help the rescuers who are already under acute 

stress to rescue the trapped infant. Then we have parallel panel discussions to discuss, 

dissect the reasons for the calamity, point random fingers without understanding the ground 

reality, and to top them all, draw politicians to ground zero to distract the authorities and 

rescuers in their work.  

 

While the role of the media in bringing truth and news to the homes of viewers is 

appreciated, the media should constantly check to see that they do not infringe the lines of 

privacy or cross over from reporting to bulldozing for the sake of eyeballs. The live non-stop 

media coverage of the 26/11 terror attacks in Mumbai is an example of how the media 

unconsciously and unintentionally helped the terrorists in their terror operation by giving 

real-time updates about what, how and where our uniformed men were stationed and 

dealing with the crisis.  

 

One is reminded of a 1998 Hollywood movie, The Truman Show, where the life of Truman is 

tracked on television on real-time basis, right from the time he was born till adulthood, 

infringing his privacy, space, freedom and emotional balance for the sake of bringing home 

to the viewers a reality show about his life. While the storyline might be fantasy, it does 

trigger a check about how far we might go for the sake of news, views and TRPs (Television 

Rating Points). 

 

by Susan Koshy, Editor-in-Chief 
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Cover Story 

 
Restoring the Stolen Heritage of India 

 

Every country has its own unique heritage to be proud of. India has its heritage of ancient 

idols and statues that are unique in its character and style, to be proud of.  Many of us may 

not be aware that in 2011, UNESCO had estimated that 50,000 idols and artefacts were 

stolen out of India till 1989, a number which could have trebled by now.   In Tamil Nadu 

alone, 1,200 idols were stolen between 1992 and 2017, according to an audit by the Hindu 

Religious and Charitable Endowments (HR&CE) Department that administers the state’s 

many temples. Many of them are lying in the museums of various foreign countries.   

According to Anuraag Saxena, Founder of the Singapore-based India Pride Project (IPP), in 

every decade in the past, India lost about 20,000 objects to an organised international 

network of politicians and smugglers. In June 2016, over 100 idols/sculptures stolen from 

temples, were seized from a house in Chennai. India Pride Project is a volunteer-based 

network spread across the globe, that tracks and arranges to bring back the stolen statues 

and idols of gods to India.  

 

In spite of thousands of our heritage idols being lost in theft, so far only feeble attempts 

have been made to bring them back to India.  India has been able to recover only about 40 

pieces of stolen heritage since its independence. Interestingly, 27 of these came back in the 

last five years. 

 

The Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) report of 2013 to the Archaeological 

Survey of India (ASI) states, "There is a need for a more concerted approach for retrieval of 

Indian art objects stolen or illegally exported to other countries. The ASI, as the nodal 

agency for this purpose, needs to be more proactive and vigilant in its efforts."  

 

In February 2015, the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 

expressed its concern that the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria 

(ISIS) “are generating income by engaging directly or indirectly in 

the looting and smuggling of cultural heritage items, to support 

their recruitment efforts and strengthen their operational 

capability to organise and carry out terrorist attacks”.  

 

UNSC then adopted Resolution 2199, formally recognising 

heritage trafficking as a tool for terror-funding. Since then, many 

nations, like USA and Pakistan have passed laws preventing 

heritage-trafficking. 

 

The KP (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa) Antiquities Act, 2016 was recently enacted in Pakistan and it 

increases the financial penalty on heritage-crimes by 40 times. The law also establishes the 

Antiquities Trade Control Wing to regulate and monitor illegal trafficking of antiquities. 

Unfortunately, India has neither an updated law nor a dedicated enforcement wing. 

 

How are the Temple Statues Stolen? 

 

After the invasion of the Indian sub-continent by foreign rulers in the 13th century, many 

temples were looted for their valuable jewels and idols.  Most of the ancient North Indian 

temples were desecrated by the then invaders.  South Indian temples were not much 

Anuraag Saxena 
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affected.  For fear of invaders, many people of that time saved the valuable temple idols by 

burying them in the earth.   

 

In ancient times, the temples in the South were managed by 

religious and dedicated people as trustees.  After India’s 

independence, when the temples were brought under the 

control of State Governments, even non-believers were 

appointed as trustees.  According to Padma Bhushan Dr R 

Nagaswamy, Former Director of Archaeology, the smuggling 

of temple statues was in connivance with the influential 

people in power.   

 

Since many temples are very poor and without revenue, they 

are not able to maintain adequate security to protect the 

valuable temple idols.  “In Tamil Nadu alone, more than 

35,000 temples are under the control of the State 

Government.  These temples belong to various periods ranging from 500 years to 2000 

years old.  See how many valuable idols are available in Tamil Nadu alone,” says Dr 

Nagaswamy. 

 

“There is a big network of people at the global level who steal these statues in connivance 

with the local people, and sell them to international museums for a very high price.   

International museums buy these idols for their aesthetic and artistic value.  Smugglers 

produce fake documents to these museums,” adds Dr Nagaswamy. 

 

Although thousands of valuable idols have been smuggled out to various other countries 

and are available in their art galleries and museums, India has to fight a legal battle to 

identify these idols and to bring them back.   

 

Lack of Documentation 

 

Unfortunately, until 60 or 70 years ago, no one was permitted to take pictures or document 

the dimensions of the idols in temples.  India therefore, could not produce proper evidence 

to prove that these statues belonged to a specific temple.  It is only recently that the 

Government has started documenting all the idols.   

 

In South India, the documents of those days are available on the wall as inscription.  

Sometimes, we get documents through inscriptions which can be produced to international 

authorities to get the statues back.   

 

Some Case Studies 

 

The stolen Nataraja idol of the 11th century, 

belonging to Sripuranthan Temple (Tamil Nadu) was 

handed over to the Indian Prime Minister Modi by the 

Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott in September 

2014.  It was made possible through diplomatic 

relations and efforts. 

 

India marked its 71st Independence Day with the 

return of a priceless Buddha statue stolen from 

Nalanda, Bihar, almost 57 years ago. 

 

Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott 
with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi while 
Handing over the Nataraja Idol for Restoration 

Padma Bhushan Dr R Nagaswamy 
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A landmark judgement was given by a London Court in the case of a smuggled Nataraja 

statue kept in the London Museum.  The statue belonged to a ruined temple at Pathur 

(Tamil Nadu State). Padma Bhushan Dr R Nagaswamy, then Director of Archaeology 

established the identity of the 800-year-old statue by producing authentic copies of 

inscriptions from the temple walls.   Based on his deposition, the Court ordered the release 

of the statue and ordered that the statue be kept in the temple.  In this landmark 

judgement, London Court clarified that the idols have to be restored to the original temples 

and not to museums in India.  The Court also ruled that even if the temple were in ruins, 

the location could be considered as the temple for the purpose restoration of the idols. 

 

Dr Nagaswamy said, “These idols were not made by our 

ancestors to be kept as art pieces. They were created by 

the then society for worship. They made the idols as 

beautiful as possible. These idols used to be decorated 

and taken out in processions during the festival time.  I 

deposed in the London Court that these idols were meant 

to be kept in the respective temples for worship and not 

as art pieces in museum.  The court ordered accordingly”.   

 

“Nataraja statues are preferred by foreign buyers for their 

intrinsic beauty and artistic value”, adds Dr Nagaswamy. 

 

According to Anuraag Saxena, under the 1970 UNESCO 

Convention for preventing the illicit export or transfer of 

cultural property, which India ratified in 1972, items taken 

out of the country after that date have to be forfeited and 

returned home with no compensation.  

 

The Road Ahead 

 

Every Indian should be concerned about the pride of the heritage and the glory of the past.  

It is the responsibility of the Union and State Governments to ensure that all the available 

heritage properties like idols, paintings and temples are preserved properly for posterity.  

The most important task for this is to document all the available heritage properties and 

idols/statues.  Nowadays, scientific evaluation can be done without harming the idol.   

 

Presently, there is no proper academic course in any university in the country to study and 

research temple heritages and inscriptions.  The Government should immediately introduce 

such specialised courses in the universities. 

 

Although thousands of images are stolen from India, only 40 of them have been recovered 

since independence.  With the support of voluntary organisations like India Pride Project and 

experts like Padma Bhushan Dr Nagaswamy, the Government can speed up the process to 

bring back our statues and restore them in their original prestigious locations. 

 

Everyone should have a feeling that he belongs to this great nation with a rich heritage and 

cultural values and it is the responsibility of every person to protect the heritage.   

 

by K. Srinivasan, Publisher and Managing Editor with Susan Koshy, Editor-in-Chief 

 

 

Nataraja of Pathur Temple 
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National 

NGPL Delhi Chapter Opened 

Launch of NGPL Delhi – Priya Dharshni (3rdfrom left), Annamalai (4thfrom left) 

Next Gen Political Leaders (NGPL), one of the initiatives of this eMagazine PreSense and 

launched in October 2019 at Chennai, inaugurated the Delhi Chapter on 2nd October 2019 at 

the National Gandhi Museum, Delhi in the presence of Shri Annamalai, Director of the 

Museum and a Gandhian.   

 

NGPL is an off-

shoot of the Sansad 

Ratna Awards. G. 

Priya Dharshni, a 

Supreme Court 

Advocate and the 

Secretary of the 

Sansad Ratna 

Awards Committee 

has been 

nominated as 

President of NGPL 

Delhi Chapter.  The 

Delhi team, led by 

Priya Dharshni 

visited the 

Parliament House 

on 10th October 

2019 to learn about 

Parliamentary 

proceedings.   

 

Presently, NGPL has 

two chapters viz. Tamil Nadu and Delhi.  NGPL plans to open chapters in other states too, to 

develop and train young political leaders across all parties.  Outstanding Parliamentarians 

will be mentoring the political aspirants and young political leaders.  

 

Both the Delhi and Tamil Nadu Chapters of NGPL will be celebrating Indian Constitution Day 

on 26th November 2019 at Delhi and Chennai respectively.   

 

Those interested may contact ngplforum@gmail.com. 

mailto:ngplforum@gmail.com
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Health 
 

Ancient Indian Pranayama Validated by Nobel Laureates 

 
Recently, the Team of PreSense met up with Dr A.V.Srinivasan, 

(popularly known as Dr AVS), an internationally renowned 

neurologist from Chennai.  He holds the honorary position of 

Emeritus Professor for Life of the Tamil Nadu Dr MGR Medical 

University.  Dr Srinivasan retired from the Madras Medical College, 

Chennai where he was the Head and Professor of Neurology in the 

Institute of Neurology.  Dr Srinivasan won fellowships awarded by 

the American Academy of Neurology, and the Royal College of 

Physicians.  He is the first Indian to receive the American Indian 

Neurology Award in USA for the best paper presentation during the 

annual meeting of the American Academy of Neurology.  He has also 

served as the President of Indian Academy of Neurology. 

 

In an exclusive interview with K Srinivasan, Publisher & Managing Editor, and Susan Koshy, 

Editor in Chief, Dr A V Srinivasan spoke about the impact of Pranayama on our brain and its 

functioning.  

 

Excerpts: 

 

Q. The recent Nobel Prize 2019 for Physiology and Medicine was awarded to three 

scientists for their discoveries of how cells sense and adapt to oxygen availability.  

How can we relate this recent discovery to the ancient Indian yogic practice, 

Pranayama?  How is it validated? 

 

Dr AVS: If you look at the functions of the brain, to explain in computer terminology, there 

are six hardware components in the brain. The first hardware component which constitutes 

the programmer is the Basil Ganglia. It programs the movement impulse and gives it to the 

Central Processing Unit (CPU), Cerebellum, which calculates and perfects it and feeds it to 

the keyboard called Cerebral Cortex. This is related to the motor movement and hence is 

called the spinal motor system. 

 

The next is the sensory system which sends the sensation from the periphery into the brain 

and makes the motor system more efficient.  At the time of flight or fight, nature has given 

a wonderful system called the Autonomic Nervous System (ANS), which consists of 

Parasympathetic and Sympathetic Nervous Systems. It acts in important functions like 

sight, respiration, bowel movement, etc. The last system is the lymphatic system, which 

integrates the motor, sensory and autonomic systems. All these systems converge in this 

area, and makes a man a gentleman and a woman, a lady.  

 

If you want all these six neural systems to operate efficiently, you need energy. 20% of the 

energy produced by the body is taken up by the brain for its maximal efficiency.  The 

oxygen is taken from the blood tissues by combining with the haemoglobin, and then 

released in the cell tissues. Thus, by utilising the oxygen supplied, all the intracellular 

organisms in the neurons act in unison. They send the input called electromagnetic or 

electrical impulses to all the other functionaries. They all depend on oxygen for functioning 

efficiently.  

 

Dr A V Srinivasan (AVS) 
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Oxygen is produced by oxygenation in the lungs.  When you inhale, the lungs purify the air, 

take up oxygen from it and carry it to the different tissues of the body. When you are 

tensed or anxiety-ridden, your heart rate goes up. Nearly 60-70% of the available oxygen is 

consumed during this state, thus wasting valuable oxygen. It is believed from ancient times 

that if you are able to control your breathing mechanism and are able to bring down the 

breathing rate from 10-12 cycles per minute to preferably 6 cycles per minute, then 

maximum energy is stored in the tissues and is available for release at the time of 

necessity. This is through Pranayama. Hence, it was strongly believed that when you 

practise Pranayama, you will be able to control your respiratory rate per minute and 

improve the functioning of your cells.  

 

The Nobel Laureates have explained the peripheral mechanism of how the oxygen is utilised 

and sent to different areas of the body. Pranayama gives the mechanism by which this 

oxygen is produced in the tissues and the blood is oxygenated in the lungs by purification of 

the impure blood. Therefore, instead of controlling it at the cellular end, if you control it at 

the beginning of the process by oxygenation of the blood, it produces efficiency.  

 

Q. What is the right method of practising Pranayama? 

 

Dr AVS: Our ancient practitioners concentrated on the perfection of Pranayama which is 

inhalation, retention and exhalation. It is said that 1:2:4 (inhalation-retention-exhalation) 

rhythm of respiration which comes to 7 times per minute, is the ideal rhythm. The more 

experienced practise 2:4:2 which is difficult. They begin by practising inhalation-exhalation 

at 4 sec-4 sec rhythm. Some practitioners believe that if we inhale through the left nostril 

and exhale through the right nostril, it helps reduce weight. If you inhale through the right 

nostril and exhale through the left nostril, you are likely to put on weight.  But the basic 

mechanism remains the same. Pranayama should be done slowly so that you are not 

breathless by the end of the exercise.  

 

Our ancient people believed that prevention is better than cure, and hence the word Ayur 

Veda or the Method of Living. In this method of living, the first step is Pranayama through 

which oxygen is taken into the blood. This year’s Nobel Laureates have discovered about 

oxygen in cellular mechanism. As usual our Western scientific precepts confirmed our 

ancient instincts. Thus, we are able to give a scientific explanation for the practices from 

ancient times. Both of them – the ancient practitioners of Pranayama and this year’s Nobel 

Laureates – deserve applause.  

 

Q. How does practising Pranayama impact the brain and its efficiency? 

 

Dr AVS: It is said that through Pranayama, one 

is able to still the mind. Once you still the mind, 

it can see beyond thought. In the realm of 

thought, you can invent. In the realm that is 

beyond thought, you can create. Pranayama 

has an effect on the meditative techniques.  

 

Normally, alpha frequency waves are detected 

in the back of the brain called the Occipital 

Lobe. The theta activity is detected in the 

Temporal Lobe. In the Frontal Lobe, you find 

fast activity (more than 13 cycles per second). 

In Pranayama, the trains of alpha activity 

increase and reach the theta level. It further 
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progresses into the delta activity. Normally, when one progresses from alpha to theta stage, 

one feels drowsy, and in the delta stage, they are in deep sleep. But if you have mastered 

the meditation technique and the art of the Pranayama exercise, even in the less than 4.0 

cycles per second frequency, one can still be fully conscious. Normally, in the stage of 1.5-

2.5 cycles per second frequency of brain activity, one is conscious but capable of controlling 

the entire autonomic nervous system in normal life. In Pranayama, one is able to be master 

the autonomic nervous system. He is able to consciously raise or lower his heart rate and 

his body temperature. Our ancient people were able to master this technique. The last 

group of people who were able to demonstrate this capability were the Lamas (Buddhist 

monks). They were able to dry the iced sheets placed on their bodies. The time taken to dry 

the iced blanket is called the Tummo Effect. The next step is what we call the Samadhi 

state. We have not seen it in our present era. It is believed that by mastering through 

Pranayama and meditation, people can get into this state where they can stop the 

respiration, the heart beat and be in the assumed state of being dead. But they can come 

back to life at their will. This has been demonstrated in the ancient times.  

 

If the breathing pattern and meditation is combined beautifully, we can validate the 

scientific credibility of the function of the brain.  A simple mastery of our breathing and 

meditation can give us control of our autonomic nervous system. That is the day when man 

can enjoy life with love as the basis and truth and faith as accompaniments.  

 

by K.Srinivasan, Publisher & Managing Editor, with Susan Koshy, Editor-in-Chief 

 

Sukruti Makes Her Debut in Telugu Movie 

Sukruti Narayanan, (indicated with an 

arrow in the poster), former Editorial Team 

Member of PreSense and currently a 

resident of Australia, is featuring as 

‘additional heroine’ in a Telugu movie 

named Amrutaramam, directed by 

Surender Konttadi in his debut movie.  This 

movie will be released shortly.   

 

Sukruti is a multi-talented personality. She 

has been part of the Sansad Ratna Team 

(an initiative of PreSense) since 2012. She 

is the international ambassador for Sansad 

Ratna Awards at Australia. Sukruti is an 

engineering graduate with an MBA qualification. She is an expert in Robotics and Artificial 

intelligence.  She was formerly President of Robotics and Artificial Intelligence Foundation 

(RAIF) in India. She is also a communication strategist and was the Director of World 

Communication Forum (WCF), Switzerland.  She is a professional singer in Carnatic music.   

Presently, she is holding a senior position in an international telecom company in Sydney. 

 

Although she is passionate about acting in films, she has been selective about the roles 

offered to her for movies, and is interested only in those suitable roles that befit her 

professional background.  

 

The team of PreSense and Sansad Ratna congratulates Sukruti for her debut in a movie and 

wishes her a bright future.  
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International 
 

Nobel Memorial Prize 2019 for Economics  
Goes to Welfare Economics 

 

Prof Amartya Sen, in 1998, set the trend by waking up the Royal Swedish Academy of 

Sciences (RASS) which awards every year the Nobel Memorial Prize for Economic Sciences, 

to the reality of welfare economics and how the hiatus between the rich and poor, north and 

south divide should be bridged to bring greater peace and harmony to the world. 

 

Literally following in his footsteps, Prof Abhijeet Banerjee, his wife Esther Duflo of the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the Mecca of learning, and Michael Kremer of 

Harvard University won the prestigious recognition of the Nobel Prize 2019 for their welfare 

economic theories focusing on the poor.  The SAS citation for the Award, which carries 90 

lakhs SEK (Swedish Kroner), said the prize was being awarded “for their experimental 

approach to alleviating global poverty”. It has apparently raised eyebrows globally, 

dominated by extreme right-wing politicians in Europe, USA and even in India. 

 

The Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences, commonly referred to as the Nobel Prize in 

Economics is an award for outstanding contributions to the field of economics and generally 

regarded as the most prestigious award for that field. The award's official name is “The 

Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel”. It was established 

in 1968 with a donation from Sweden's central bank, Sveriges Riksbank to the Nobel 

Foundation to commemorate the bank's 300th anniversary. As it is not one of the prizes 

that Alfred Nobel established in his will in 1895, it is not technically a Nobel Prize. However, 

it is administered and referred to, along with the Nobel Prizes by the Nobel 

Foundation. Laureates are announced along with the Nobel Prize Laureates, and they 

receive the Award at the same ceremony.  

 

Every country feels proud, when one of its citizens wins the Nobel Prize in any discipline - 

Physics, Chemistry, Physiology & Medicine, Literature and Peace or the Nobel Memorial Prize 

for Economic Sciences. 
 
 
 

Nobel Memorial Prize 2019 for Economics Winners: Michael Kremer, Esther Duflo and Abhijeet Banerjee 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sveriges_Riksbank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Foundation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Foundation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Nobel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Prize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Foundation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Foundation
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Nobel Memorial Prize for New Effective Economic Approaches to Fight Global Poverty 

 

Despite dramatic improvements and developments in human societal and community living, 

one of humanity’s most urgent issues is the reduction of global poverty in all its forms. More 

than 700 million people still subsist on extremely low incomes. Every year, around five 

million children under the age of five still die of diseases that could often have been 

prevented or cured with inexpensive treatments. Half of the world’s children still leave 

school without basic literacy and numeracy skills. 

 

This year’s Laureates in Economics introduced a new approach for obtaining reliable 

answers about the best ways to fight global poverty. It involves dividing the issue with 

smaller, more manageable, questions – for example, the most effective interventions for 

improving educational outcomes or child health. They have shown that these smaller, more 

precise, questions are often best answered through carefully designed experiments with the 

people who are most affected. 

 

In the mid-1990s, Michael Kremer and his colleagues demonstrated how powerful this 

approach could be, using field experiments to test a range of interventions that could 

improve school results in western Kenya. Abhijit Banerjee and Esther Duflo, often with 

Michael Kremer, soon performed similar studies of other issues and in other countries. Their 

experimental research methods now entirely dominate development economics. 

 

The Laureates’ research findings – and those of the researchers following in their footsteps 

– have dramatically improved our ability to fight poverty in practice. As a direct result of 

one of their studies, more than five million Indian children have benefited from effective 

programmes of remedial tutoring in schools. Another example is the heavy subsidies for 

preventive healthcare that have been introduced in many countries. 

 

These are just two examples of how this new research has already helped to alleviate global 

poverty. It also has great potential to further improve the lives of the worst-off people 

around the world.  

 

The Laureate’s Viewpoint about India’s Economic Situation 

 

Even as India was agog with the news of another Indian winning the Nobel Memorial Prize, 

58-year-old Abhijit Banerjee said the Indian economy was "doing very badly", even as the 

government is increasingly recognising that there is a problem. "The economy is doing very 

badly in my view”, he said at a press conference at the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology after winning the prize. On the question on India’s economy, he said "That's a 

statement not about what will work in the future but about what's going on now. That I'm 

entitled to have an opinion about." 

 

Referring to the numbers put out by the National Sample Survey that come out every one 

and a half years and give estimates about the average consumption in urban and rural 

areas in India, Abhijit Banerjee said, " we see that between 2014-15 and 2017-18, that 

number has slightly gone down. And that's the first time such a thing has happened in 

many, many years so that's a very glaring warning sign." Abhijit Banerjee added that he 

does not know exactly what to do. "The government has a large deficit but right now it's 

sort of at least aiming to please everybody by pretending to hold to some budgetary targets 

and monetary targets.” He said that in his view when the economy was going into a 

"tailspin", it was the time when "you don't worry so much about monetary stability and you 

worry a little bit more about demand. I think demand is a huge problem right now in India’s 

economy." 
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The Union Finance Minister Ms Nirmala Sitharaman had admitted last week that there was 

an economic slowdown, and said the government was extending relief to all the sectors that 

needed help. She said that since the Budget in July, she had been meeting representatives 

of various industrial sectors, and sector-wise intervention was being made regularly. 

 

Initiatives Towards Economic Welfare 

 

In 2003, Abhijit Banerjee founded the Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL), along 

with Duflo and Sendhil Mullainathan. Banerjee is one of its directors. He also served on the 

UN Secretary-General's High-level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development 

Agenda. J-PAL, a global network of anti-poverty researchers that conducts field 

experiments, has now become a major centre of research, backing work across the world, 

foreign agency reports say. 

 

To a standing ovation at the press conference, Abhijit Banerjee remarked it was "wonderful" 

to get the Nobel Memorial Prize "because it's a prize not, I think, for us, but also for the 

entire movement." He said about 400 professors were associated in some way with J-PAL's 

work and were doing randomised control trials on issues as diverse as US school in the 

Appalachia to governance problems in Indonesia, getting children immunised in India and 

getting children under bed nets in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

 

 By T.N.Ashok, Consulting Editor,  

with input from Dr R.Jagannathan, Editorial Advisor 

 

 

Cartoon Watch Institutes International Awards 

 

Triambak Sharma, who draws Prince Cartoons (Princetoons) for your eMagazine PreSense, 

has been publishing a monthly cartoon magazine ‘Cartoon Watch’ exclusively for cartoons 

since 1996.  Cartoon Watch has also been honouring outstanding Indian cartoonists with the 

‘Life Time Achievement Award’ annually since 2003.   

 

Cartoon Watch recently instituted an International Award and presented them to five 

outstanding cartoonists from France at the 38th Saint Just Le Martel Cartoon Festival 2019 

held at Limoges, Saint-Just-Le Martel, France held on 29th September 2019.  The recipients 

of the International Award 2019 were Marie Christine, Corinee Villegier, Guy Hennequin, 

Philippe Henry and Sebastien Peaudecerf. 
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