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From the Desk of Editor-in-Chief 
   
We are pleased to release the 104th 

(October 2015) edition of your ezine with 

the regular rich contents.   

 

Cartoon Watch, India's only 

cartoon magazine organised 

a cartoon festival at Chennai 

to honour some veteran 

artists/cartoonists.  We 

feature the Cartoon Festival and also a 

profile of the 92-year-old veteran artist, 

Sankar in the cover story. 

 

Returning the Sahitya Akademi Award or 

any other Award as a mark of protest for 

anything seems to have become a recent 

fad. We examine this aspect in our 

controversy section. 

 

We are confident that you will continue to 

enjoy this edition.  Please share this ezine 

with your contacts.  Please also send us 

your feedback. 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Team behind the Cartoon Festival 2015 

 

The Editorial Team of English Ezine PreSense, Tamil Ezine New 

Gen Thamizhan, Sansad Ratna Award Team, Action 2020 Team 

and ELTF Team were with Triambak Sharma (Editor, Cartoon 

Watch)  behind the success of the Cartoon Festival 2015 at 

Chennai. This ezine PreSense was the E-Magazine Partner for this 

event held on 24th October 2015. 

Cartoon Watch and PreSense thank all the Team Members. 
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Cover Story 1 
 

Veteran Cartoonists Honoured at Cartoon Festival 
 

Generally in India, while most other professionals are 

honoured for their excellence in their respective fields 

including journalism, artists and cartoonists who add 

flavour to the print and visual media, are unfortunately, 

an ignored lot.  They work silently behind the scene 

without being sufficiently recognised, both professionally 

and monetarily.  The cartoonist community does not 

even have proper professional forums in most of the 

places.   

 

Initiative of Cartoon Watch 

 

In this background, 'Cartoon Watch', the only Indian 

cartoon magazine, published from Raipur (in the state of 

Chhattisgarh) has taken upon itself the task of 

identifying veteran cartoonists across the country and honouring them with the 'Life Time 

Achievement Award'. Cartoon Watch is published for the past 19 years. The magazine has 

also been organising cartoon festivals at different centres in the country, including Raipur, 

Delhi, Mumbai and Pune since 2003, to honour veteran cartoonists.  R.K.Laxman, Bala 

Saheb Thackeray, Pran, Abid Surti, Ajit Ninan and Surendra were among those honoured by 

Cartoon Watch in the past.  Former President, Dr. A.P.J.Abdul Kalam was the chief guest of 

the Cartoon Festival held at Delhi in 2011.  Cartoon Watch magazine was included in the 

Limca Book of Records, in the India Book of Records and in the Unique World Records for its 

record as the only monthly bilingual cartoon magazine in India. 

 

Triambak Sharma, Editor of 'Cartoon Watch' 

created the cartoon character, 'Prince' in the 

lines of R K Laxman's 'The Common Man' 

exclusively for the e-magazine, PreSense. 

'Prince' was launched by Dr Abdul Kalam in 

2008 at Chennai. Prince-toons are published 

in this e-magazine, PreSense for the past 

85 months.  

 

Cartoon Watch organised Cartoon Festival 

2015 at Chennai on 24th October 2015 to 

honour three veteran artists/cartoonists, 

viz. Sankar, Madhan and Keshav.  Shri N 

Ram, Chairman of The Hindu newspaper 

group was the chief guest. The programme 

was largely attended by cartoonists and 

cartoon lovers.  

 

An Unique Inauguration  

 

Shri N Ram inaugurated the Cartoon Festival by drawing a cartoon on the drawing board.  

All the other award-winning cartoonists, and Triambak Sharma followed by drawing 

sketches to mark the inauguration of the Festival. 

N Ram, Editor in Chief, The Hindu Group inaugurated 
the Cartoon Festival by drawing a cartoon. Triambak 

Sharma looking on. 
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Life Time Achievement Awards 

 

N Ram presented the 'Life 

Time Achievement Award' to 

Sankar, Madhan and 

Keshav.  The entire audience 

honoured them with a 

standing ovation.   

 

Sankar (92), the senior-

most artist of Chennai, has 

been an artist for nearly 70 

years since 1946.  He 

worked with the 

Chandamama Group of 

Publications for 60 years 

since 1952.  He is well-

known as the creator of the 

'Vikram and Vetal' series in 

the Chandamama 

publications. Even at the 

ripe age of 92, he continues 

to be active, drawing for 

'Ramakrishna Vijayam', a Tamil monthly magazine of the Ramakrishna Math and Mission.  

At the request of some of the TV media reporters, he drew a sketch within few seconds on 

the spot at the Festival, with near flawless finish.  (See the picture above) 

 

Cartoons drawn during inauguration by the Cartoonists (L to R) Triambak Sharma, Keshav, Madhan 

Artist Sankar (92) drawing a sketch at the request of media professionals. 
Picture drawn by him in the inset 
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Madan (68) is a multi-faceted personality.  He is a cartoonist, actor, writer, journalist and 

TV personality. He served with the Ananda Vikatan Group for nearly four decades.  His 

columns were popular among the readers, along with his cartoons. 

 

Keshav (54) is a passionate banker-turned-cartoonist.  He left a lucrative public sector bank 

job to join The Hindu in 1987 as a cartoonist and continues to serve the organisation till 

date.  He is known for his political cartoons.  He is also passionate about painting on 

mythological themes. 

 

Raipur - Cartoon Capital of India 

 

In an inspirational speech, N Ram took the audience down the memory lane of RK Laxman's 

select cartoons. He also remarked that Mumbai was considered the 'Cartoon Capital of India' 

during R K Laxman’s era when he was alive.  Looking at the sustained initiative of Cartoon 

Watch, N Ram felt that Raipur should now be called the 'Cartoon Capital of India'.  The 

audience appreciated his suggestion with a thunderous applause.  N Ram also felt that 

newspapers should allocate more space for cartoons. 

 

Popular cartoonists and cartoon lovers participated in the event to honour the veterans.  

Many cartoon lovers indulged in taking ‘selfie’ photos with their favourite cartoonists.  

 

By K. Srinivasan, Editor in Chief 

 
 

(L to R) - Prime Point Srinivasan, N Ram, Artist Sankar (sitting), Triambak Sharma,  

Cartoonist Madhan and Cartoonist Keshav 

Past editions of the ezine may be downloaded from our site 

www.corpezine.com 

file:///C:/Users/susan/Downloads/www.corpezine.com
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Cover Story 2 
 

Sankar, a Legendary Artist Who Created Vikram and Vetal 
 

In the fantasy land, sword-wielding King 

Vikram, and Vetal were the favourite 

characters among Indian children of 

several generations of the earlier years.  

Many readers  may not know that K.C. 

Sivasankaran (popularly known as 

Sankar) was the artist behind the 

sketches of King Vikram and Vetal, 

published in the magazine Chandamama, 

in 13 Indian languages with a circulation 

of more than 9 lakhs (900,000).   

 

Sankar (92) was honoured with the 'Life 

Time Achievement Award' by Cartoon 

Watch at the recent Cartoon Festival 2015 

in Chennai.  The editorial team of 

PreSense had a freewheeling chat with the 

legendary artist who indulged in 

recollecting his memories. 

 

Early Days 

 

Sankar recalled that when he was a 

student in the school, his drawing master recognised his talent in drawing and advised him 

to join the 'College of Fine Arts" at Chennai instead of joining a degree course, as it was 

difficult for graduates to get employment during that time.  Braving the rigorous process of 

admission, Sankar joined the 5-year course at the Fine Arts College.  He was one of the 

outstanding students in drawing.  The College selected him as one of the five students to 

meet Mahatma Gandhi when he visited Chennai in 1946 and to draw posters on the theme 

'Harijan Upliftment'.  He proudly recalled how Mahatma had appreciated his posters. 

 

Career as Artist 

 

In 1946, he joined 'Kalaimagal', a Tamil magazine, as an artist.  Later in 1952, he moved to 

Chandamama Publications to earn an additional salary of Rs.50/-, which was a substantial 

amount during those days.  He continued in the same organisation for 60 years till 2012.  At 

92 today, he continues to contribute by drawing cartoons from home, for other magazines.   

 

During the Cartoon Festival, the media persons had requested him to draw a picture.  He 

immediately picked up a pen and began drawing a picture on a piece of paper, with a steady 

hand. (photo in Cover Story 1) 

 

He said that he got his inspiration from Ravi Varma paintings. Sankar has a passion to draw 

characters from Purana and Itihasa. It is said that N T Ramarao, former Superstar of the 

Telugu Cinema used to refer to his drawings for the designs of his character costumes. 

Sankar said a good artist needed to understand about the human anatomy to help in his 

drawing. 

 

King Vikramadityan and Vetal - drawn by Artist Sankar 
for the Chandamama Publications 



 

 

7 

Karma Yogi 

 

Sankar works like a 'Karma Yogi'. He does not like to be disturbed when he is at his 

drawing.  Since he generally kept to himself during his career, he was not that well-known 

to the outside world, except to his professional friends.   "I remained like a frog in a well", 

he said.  

 

"I was therefore surprised when I got a call from Triambak Sharma of Cartoon Watch from 

Raipur, informing that I was being honoured with a Life Time Achievement Award.  I was 

further pleasantly surprised when Triambak told me that he was a fan of my pictures of 

Vikram and Vetal during his younger days", said Sankar, with tears down his cheeks. 

 

He felt sad that in India, artists were not properly recognised and encouraged professionally 

and monetarily.  He started his career as an artist with a salary of Rs.150/- in 1946 and 

retired in 2013 when his salary was Rs.20,000/- per month.  Sadly, he is yet to get his 

retirement benefits, even though he was also responsible for the huge circulation of the 

magazine during his tenure with the publication.   

 

Notwithstanding this, he engages himself full-time by drawing for spiritual magazines. "I 

want to dedicate myself to my drawings, whether I am recognised or not. I don't do 

Artist Sankar with his Life Time Achievement Award 
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anything.  It is divine.  A super Sakthi is driving me," Sankar said with eyes beaming with 

humility and confidence. He is well looked after by his children. 

 

He wants youngsters to work with passion.  "You 

should be personally satisfied with your work 

first; then others should be satisfied" he added. 

 

Before taking leave of him, our team briefed him 

about the cartoon character 'Prince', which was 

launched by Dr Abdul Kalam himself and which 

has run for 85 months in the ezine, PreSense. 

We requested him to draw our 'Prince' with 'King 

Vikram'.  "I can't draw cartoons like your 

Triambak.  However, I will make an attempt", he 

said modestly.  Within three minutes, he drew a 

sketch on a white sheet of paper and showed us.  

Within two hours, he coloured the picture and 

mailed it to us.  PreSense is greatly honoured to 

publish this picture drawn by the legendary 

artist, Sankar.   

 

This Karma Yogi, who has made a mark in the 

art world deserves an honour as great as 

'Padma Sri' of the Government of India. 

 

By Sukruti A. Vadula, Editorial Team 

 

 

 
 

 
This Cartoon of 1987 by Sankar is Relevant Even in Today’s Context 

 

 

 

Ananda Vikatan issue dated 29.3.1987 carried this cartoon on 

its wrapper.  Free translation:  

 

Beggar: Madam, Please give me some alms.  By the way, 

please also purchase this Elephant Mark soap powder. 

 

Lady:  What do you mean? 

 

Beggar:  Madam, I get paid for doing this sales promotion! 

 

 

 

 

Cartoon Character 'Prince' greeting King 
Vikramadiyan - drawn by Artist Sankar  
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A Case Study – Political Intolerance and an Arrest! 
 

Ananda Vikatan, a leading Tamil weekly published a cartoon on their 
cover page in their issue dated 29th March 1987. (Picture left).   

In the cartoon, a member from audience asks the man sitting next ot 

him, “Who is the MLA and who is the minister?”  The other person 

replies, “The person who looks like a pickpocket is the MLA and the 

person who looks like a dacoit is the minister”. When the weekly issue 

was released, the Tamil Nadu Assembly was in session.  An Assembly 

member complained that this cartoon was a ‘breach of privilege’.  The 

Hon’ble Speaker of the Assembly demanded an apology from the 
editor. 

In the subsequent issue, Mr S Balasubramanian, Editor wrote an editorial that said, “This 

cartoon is about politicians who come to power through the democratic process and then 
they betray the trust of the people. This cartoon can apply to any country”. 

Not satisfied with the response by the editor, the Assembly 

passed a resolution imposing a three months’ imprisonment 

to Mr Balasubramanian, Editor.  The editor was arrested.  

Immediately, the entire media in India and world over 

criticised the arrest, as it was regarded as a breach in the 

freedom of the press. Even BBC carried a strong message. 

Since the issue was taken up by the global media, after two 

days, the speaker ordered the release of the editor.  The 

editor came out of the prison victoriously.  (picture right)  

At that time, The Times of India carried a cartoon by R K 

Laxman. In the cartoon, a politician tells the editor as he exits 

the prison, “Remember! No more funny cartoons like this 
about us, distorting our public image.” (picture left) 

After release from the prison, Mr Balasubramanian filed a 

‘defamation case’ in the High Court, Chennai against the 

State Government, demanding a token 

compensation of Rs.1000/-.  After seven years, in 

Sep 1994, the High Court ordered a compensation 

of Rs.1000/-, declaring the arrest ‘unconstitutional, 

null and void’.   The Tamil Nadu Government paid 

the compensation by a cheque (picture right). 

Even today, an enlarged picture of the cheque 

adorns the wall at the Ananda Vikatan office as a symbol of the ‘freedom of expression’.    

 

Photo coutesy: Ananda Vikatan.  Article by K. Srinivasan, Editor in Chief (reproduced from 

Dec 2008 edition) 
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Controversy 
 

The Sahitya Akademi Award – To Return or Not to Return 
 

 
 

Recently, some writers and authors, honoured by the renowned Sahitya Akademi, seized 

the attention of the national news columns and bytes through a ‘bizarre’ action by them. 

The writers announced that they were returning the award conferred on them by the 

Akademi, as a mark of protest against the rising intolerance in the country. A solitary 

gesture by one author last month spread across the nation to around 33 other writers, who 

joined in the protest. According to reports, some of the protesting writers have returned the 

award amount to the Akademi.  A few others have sent letters of protest, but not the prize 

money. Some have announced their decision, but not yet formally informed the Akademi. 

No one seems to have returned the citation or the trophy so far. 

 

The Sahitya Akademi is a premier institution in India, promoting Indian literature. Although 

the Akademi is under the Ministry of Culture of the Central Government, it functions as an 

autonomous institution. The Akademi recognises and confers awards annually to authors of 

outstanding literary work in Indian languages. The award includes a citation, a trophy and 

cash prize. The amount which was initially Rs 5,000 when the award was introduced in 

1955, has since been raised, and is currently Rupees one lakh (Rs.100,000). The Akademi 

also arranges for the translation of the winning book into several Indian languages, ensuring 

wider readership. It arranges felicitation programmes for the winner in several parts of the 

country, enhancing the stature of the winner-writer.  

 

In this prestigious backdrop, when the announcement about returning the Sahitya Akademi 

Award in protest came, the news drew general curiosity – awe from some, and puzzlement 

among most. Initially, it was a statement of protest against the murder, a few days earlier, 

of the Kannada Sahitya Akademi winner, M M Kalburgi. Kalburgi’s killers are still at large, 

and it is presumed he was killed by some unknown miscreants for his expressed 

controversial views of communal and religious nature.  

 

The writer’s protest against the Akademi was for its failure to mark its protest over the 

killing. Soon, several other writers announced their returning their Sahitya Akademi Awards 

in protest. The other protesting writers included ‘the climate of rising intolerance in the 

country under the present central government’ as additional reasons. The Dadri lynching 

incident was referred as proof of the deteriorating state of law and order in the country. 
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As writers announce the surrender of their Sahitya Akademi Awards, one begins to wonder 

if the intention is lost in the action.  

 

 If the unfortunate killing of Kalburgi is the issue, against which establishment is the 

Akademi to mark its protest?  

 

 If the deteriorating law and order is the issue, then why did the writers wait so long 

for this drastic action, when there were similar atrocities in earlier years?  One can 

cite acts of violence of similar intensity and atrocity, going as far back as the mid-

eighties onwards through to the early nineties and even as recent as the early years 

of last and this decade. The acts of violence have been as appalling and gruesome in 

the country over the decades.  

 

 What then has changed in the recent past to propel the writers to a protest that has 

drawn more of media attention and less of a resolve or resolution?  

 

It is not that one condones the 

acts of violence and atrocities 

in the country. However, the 

sudden spurt of reactions by 

the writers threatens to give a 

lop-sided impression about 

India, even to the outside 

world. This is unfair.  

 

Writers in India have generally 

been held and regarded in high esteem for their literary dignity and political neutrality in 

their profession. The recent obscure reactions of the writers have raised eyebrows of the 

public at large about the real intention of their actions.  One is at a loss to figure it out in 

spite of their explanations. 

 

As the article goes to publication, award winners from the film industry and a scientist have 

also announced the surrender of their awards. Thus, a tsunami of protests is sweeping the 

country. Whether they are justified or not depends on how the citizen perceives it. However, 

in a cautious evaluation, one fears if the protests are skewed towards ulterior motives. 

 
By Susan Koshy, Editor 

Download the 100th Edition of Ezine 

"PreSense 100 - A Collector's Digest" 

 
https://goo.gl/XO7s15 

 

(Contains Select Articles  
Published From Past Editions) 

Thus, a tsunami of protests is sweeping 
the country. Whether they are justified or 
not depends on how the citizen perceives 
it. However, in a cautious evaluation, one 
fears if the protests are skewed towards 

ulterior motives. 
 

https://goo.gl/XO7s15
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Technology Corner 
 

Data Privacy Redefined 
 

These days it has become quite fashionable to talk about personal data, information privacy, 

protection of the right of expression, invasion into the privacy of others and related 

subjects.  The moment a government official or 

a security specialist says that the government 

should have the right to know what happens or 

transpires in the Net or the contents in any e-

communication, there is a hoarse cry that such 

authority is highly draconian and the same if 

given, is bound to be abused and misused.   

 

Even the Aadhaar Card in the days to come, if 

used effectively and efficiently, will serve as a 

tool to locate an individual in India when he 

produces the same as an ID proof at any hotel 

or public place. With so many GPS-based apps 

in the cell, tracing and tracking an individual’s 

movement has never been easier.  With so 

many apps on transport services (quite common in most of the nations and getting popular 

in India too), suppose we pose a query through the app for the distance from our location to 

a conference venue which we intend attending later in the day, the app gives us the route 

by train, car, or by foot, the distance, the time taken etc.  Suppose again, as the day 

progresses, we decide not to go to the conference and go elsewhere instead, and forget 

about our query raised to the app earlier in the day, most of these apps will promptly 

remind you in the evening that you are now in the current location and from this location 

you would take this much time to go to the venue of the conference and should start right 

away.  Perhaps, tech-savvy netizens would appreciate the apps for the reminder it serves.  

But a security guru or a data privacy connoisseur would be shocked to realise the app is 

tracing you and tracking your movement.  No doubt, this is an invasion into the movement 

of the individual.  It is our own making and we have to blame ourselves for the query to the 

app earlier, in the first place.   

 

With so many GPS-enabled apps – medical-related, grocery-related, banking apps, routine 

conveyance apps and daily organiser/scheduler kind of apps – it is extremely easy to build a 

complete personal profile.  In the near future, when you place an order with your grocer for 

your monthly consumption of cereals and pulses, the app in the mobile can prompt you that 

as per medical records, you cannot consume so much of these grocery items or the last 

time you ordered was itself the total consumable limit for you!  

 

Hence data privacy and information secrecy is as much an individual concern as a national 

issue.  If the state is to define what is private data and what is invasion into one’s privacy, it 

is up to the individual to define and decide personal data and the limit which can be shared 

in public and what can be part of some app and what is never to be stored even in a mobile 

(like a PIN or a password).   

 

With so much GPS and wifi in Digital India and so much information lying everywhere, it is 

for the individual to protect his personal information and be on a preventive mode always.   

 

By V Rajendran, Editorial Team 
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Inspiring Quote from Dr Abdul Kalam 
 

Dr Abdul Kalam's Answers to Questions from students 
 

Sir, We are happy about the new Brahamos you have invented. But why don't you invent 
things which promotes peace? 
 
Answer: 
First of all, strength respects strength. To protect the nation, the nation should have adequate 
strength. Hence we need to equip ourselves with 
minimum deterrent capability defence. If we have 
strength and good leadership, then peace in the 
nation will prevail.  
 
What are the job opportunities in the public 
and private sector for speech and hearing 
impaired students? 
 
Answer: 
A 3 % reservation is allotted for the differently-
abled persons including speech and hearing 
impaired students. A number of private industries 
such as Sakthi Masala in Tamil Nadu, are 
encouraging and appointing speech and hearing 
impaired students. Many more industries will 
identify the right jobs for every one of the speech 
and hearing impaired students. 
 
What is the biggest challenge facing India today and what should we do to contribute 
positively towards this challenge? 
 
Answer: 
The youth needs to develop the attitude : I can do it! We can do it !! India will do it!!! 
 
What is the secret of success in your life? 
 
Answer: 
Have an aim in life, acquire knowledge through all possible sources, work hard and never be 
defeated by the problem; always defeat the problem and succeed.  
 
The recent tsunami and earthquake in Japan has caused a major nuclear disaster. Will it 
have any impact on future nuclear development? 
 
Answer: 
There will be an impact. Thorium-based nuclear reactors may replace the uranium based 
reactors. Also, the scientific community may look to other alternative renewable resources like 
solar, wind, and hydro. 
 
Source: www.abdulkalam.com 
 

http://www.abdulkalam.com/
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From the Archives of Ezine PreSense – October 2009 

How to Create Digital Buzz? 
 

Delight your customers 

and they will talk about 

you. Even then, 

delighted customers 

tend to forget soon, so 

the companies must be 

proactive to create and 

sustain the buzz. 

Posting a message or 

joining a social network 

alone does not create a 

buzz. Strategic plans 

need to be in place for 

creating the buzz. 

 

 

1. Before you start, set a measurable objective for your social media campaign.  

The objective could be to increase the number of visits to your website or to 

resolve complaints and create a better consumer experience. Use tools to meet 

your objective.      

 

Never Follow a Social Media Trend Just Because It Is HOT 

 

2. Research on where your target customers are populated, like the Twitter/ 

Facebook /LinkedIn / Digg or any other special interest groups. Also note that 

the target group might also be moving across different social networks over a 

span of time.  

 

3. Listen to what the consumers are talking about you. Check out the 

discussions across various social media, using analytics tools to get an insight 

about your company and your customer. Then participate in conversations as 

and when required. 

 

4. If there are no discussions about your company going on, create a simple 

content, after a brainstorming session with your internal resources. Think over 

the content and get feedback from select customers to know if it works.       

 

5. To implement, identify and influence reliable and creditable customers or 

friends who might in turn talk about your product/ service in their network after 

experiencing your product or service. This content is then picked up by other 

customers and then rapidly spread across different networks and thus the 

BUZZ is BORN. Make sure the consumer feels connected to your brand and is 

never tired of buzzing about it.  

 

Source: : http://www.primepointfoundation.org/presense/presense1009.pdf 
 

 

Creator 

Influencer 

Customer 

http://www.primepointfoundation.org/presense/presense1009.pdf
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