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From the Desk of Editor-in-Chief 
 

Greetings from all of us @ The Editorial Team to all our readers. 

 

As India celebrated its 74th Independence Day on 15th August 2020, the 

nation also initiated steps to relax the COVID-related restrictions to bring 

about a near normalcy wherever possible. This calibrated move comes 

when the COVID statistics continue to show spikes and no signs of 

improvement. Now, it is left to the personal and social responsibility of the 

people to take care, follow precautions and protect self and family from the invisible virus. 

 

Recently, the much-awaited National Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020) was released and 

with it, great recommendations of a makeover in the education system right from pre-

school to university. Against this backdrop, a continued concern is the lack of focus in some 

segments of students, especially in colleges and universities, as they indulge in political 

activism during their academic tenure. This is the topic of discussion in this month’s 

Editorial. 

 

NEP 2020 is the Cover Story for this month, as we attempt to bring a varied perspective of 

the key, change-making proposals it contains. 

 

We have an illuminating write-up about why fuel does not come cheap for the Indian 

consumers while the global oil prices are crashing.  

 

We have introduced a new section called Anecdote wherein we share an interesting or 

unique experience by any of our Editorial Team Members. Enjoy reading the story! 

 

This month, we introduced a series of intellectual discussion on virtual platform. It is called 

‘Sangamam (meaning Confluence): Fusion of Great Minds’. We invite renowned intellectuals 

to deliberate on a selected topic. We bring you a report on its first episode, along with 

reports on the other regular webinars held this month. 

 

I hope you will enjoy reading this edition. Please share your feedback with us at 

editor@corpezine.com.  Your feedback is important to us. 

 

Downloads 

  
Download: 

www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense150 

 

Download: 

www.prpoint.com/ezine/initiatives 

Earlier Editions of your eMagazine, PreSense: https://www.corpezine.com 

mailto:editor@corpezine.com
http://www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense150
http://www.prpoint.com/ezine/initiatives
https://www.corpezine.com/
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Homage to Bharat Ratna Shri Pranab Mukherjee 

 

The Editorial Team deeply mourns the sudden demise of Bharat Ratna Shri 

Pranab Mukherjee, Former President of India.   

On 9th February 2018, Members of Sansad Ratna Awards Committee, one of the 

flagship initiatives of Prime Point Foundation and the eMagazine PreSense met 

Shri Pranab Mukherjee at his residence at Delhi and briefed him about this 

eMagazine PreSense and its initiative Sansad Ratna Awards.  We also presented 

him our printed book PreSense130, Digest of articles published in the 130 

editions.  He appreciated our efforts, taken on behalf of the civil  society to 

honour the top performing Parliamentarians.   He later joined us for a 

photograph with our team. (picture above).   

The Nation has lost a great Statesman who was respected by all  political  

parties.   

May his Atma rest in the feet of God.  Ohm Shanthi.  

By Prime Point Srinivasan, Publisher and Mg. Editor 
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Editorial 
 

Ban Political Activism in Educational Institutions 

 
Image Courtesy: www.edexlive.com 

 
During India’s pre-independence struggle, the extraordinary circumstances in the country 

lured students to participate as freedom fighters and patriotic protesters against British rule 

in India. The students joined Indian political parties and groups in their united struggle 

against the British administration.  If we look around in the world and even in India, the 

student fraternity has been a strong, powerful and influential force to reckon in any nation-

wide movement. 

 

During the academic years in college, students vie for positions in student unions and 

communities. These positions are therefore often fiercely contested by talented and 

competent student candidates who display qualities of leadership. Winning and serving in 

positions in student communities is a bonus credit to the student, fortifying his prospects in 

the career market. Holding such positions of power also wins power and respect among the 

students and the teaching fraternity of the institution.  Students are also naturally ambitious 

to seize such privileges, working hard for them.  

 

But an unfortunate trend has crept into the higher educational institutions over the years in 

post-independent India. Student unions and leaders are affiliated to opposing political 

parties, thus blemishing the sanctity of student activity in the campus that was intended for 

holistic development of the student through extracurricular activities, and learning outside 
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the classroom. Political parties exploit the ambitious enthusiasm of the youth and lure them 

into adorning political flagships to the associations they belong.  

 

According to a former student leader of a renowned city college, who won the college 

elections purely on the merits of his capability and leadership traits, this trend of political 

affiliations has become especially pronounced in the past decade. What used to be a battle 

of talents and skills to win a college election, has turned out in most higher education 

colleges, including reputed ones, to be a political battle as the contesting student candidates 

are often backed by political parties. Thus, college elections in the student community 

become a contest of political might rather than personal competence.  

 

This unhealthy practice has polluted the atmosphere in the corridors of the institutions. 

Students are misled to believe that political power and affiliation is more important than 

value-based skills and character development. Such students forget the reason they are in 

college, which is to learn, be educated and leave the corridors as a young adult ready to 

start his life in the working world. Instead, they involve themselves in political activities, 

shirk their studies, exploit their political contacts in order to continue in the college beyond 

their eligible tenure, enjoying the subsidised facilities and other perks as a student even 

though they are not entitled to them. Unfortunately, the administrative authorities of the 

institutions turn a blind eye to these ‘student politicians’ because of the bullying influence of 

the political parties they belong to. 

 

A reputed senior and experienced educationist who had headed leading educational 

institutions across the world, said that educational institutions in developed countries as 

USA, UK and those in Europe do not have this trend of political affiliation and interference in 

their universities and colleges and their student communities. The students and the teaching 

administration as well as the respective local governments are explicit about the role and 

objective of the students who join colleges and universities for higher studies. The students’ 

focus there is on completing their academic course on time, earning as many credits as they 

can, and their extracurricular activities and student unions are opportunities for wholesome 

development of their personalities. He also said that the trend of political affiliation of 

student unions was prevalent only in developing countries where the system of governance 

and administration is flawed and corrupt. Another senior and experienced professor, who 

used to be leader of students’ unions abroad, said, “In Europe and USA, there is activism 

but the laws hold individuals and organisations responsible.” 

 

The recently released National Educational Policy 2020 spells out ways and means for the 

holistic development of the students to produce responsible, conscientious young citizens of 

integrity. The Policy recommends value-based education to achieve this objective. The 

Policy should have strongly recommended a ban on political interference, activity and 

affiliation in educational institutions and student communities, thus enabling students to 

accomplish their main purpose of enrolment – to study, gain knowledge and groom their 

personalities, and leave the institution promptly after the prescribed academic tenure. As 

young and individual adults, they are free to pursue their political ambitions – outside the 

purview of educational institutions, and with their own time and money.  

 

The educational institution is the Temple of Knowledge. It earned that prestigious title from 

the traditional education system of ancient India. These temples were centres of learning.  

True patriotism, which is what politicians and political aspirants generally profess, begins 

with respecting our heritage and respecting our Temple of Knowledge, and not 

contaminating it with the colours of political fervour and interference. 

 

by Susan Koshy, Editor-in-Chief 
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Cover Story 
 

NEP 2020 – Education Policy on a Revamp 
 

 
(Image Courtesy: mhrd.gov.in) 

 

Introduction 

 

Recently, the Indian Government-approved National Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020), was 

in the news and was widely discussed about its impact, as against the existing Policy. As the 

introductory line in the Policy emphasises, ‘education is fundamental for achieving full 

human potential, developing an equitable and just society, and promoting national 

development’. 

 

Education could mean different things to different people. Education is defined as the 

process of facilitating learning or acquiring knowledge, skills, values, beliefs and habits to 

imbibe them for life and practice. There are various methods to impart education viz 

teaching, training, storytelling, discussions and research. But true education happens not 

just within the walls of a classroom with a salaried teacher but outside the walls too. 

Education is broadly classified as formal, informal and non-formal. Formal education 

happens within the classroom with a structured curriculum and syllabus. Non-formal 

education generally happens beyond the walls of the classroom but usually within a 

structured curriculum and syllabus, possibly through observations, conversations and 

experiences. Informal education falls outside the curriculum and the classroom (physical 

and virtual). Personal learnings from family, peers, society and personal experiences are 

examples of informal learning. 

 

NEP 2020 addresses the structured education policy. It has taken centre-stage in the media 

and the people at large because the new Policy recommends a remodelling of the current 

education system so that students “not only learn but more importantly, learn how to 

learn”. If implemented seamlessly, NEP 2020 would address late Dr APJ Abdul Kalam’s 

conviction that “all of us do not have equal talent but all of us have equal opportunity to 

develop our talent”. 

 

Initiation of NEP 2020 

 

NEP 2020 replaces the National Policy on Education 1986 (modified in 1992). The first 

education policy of the country was enacted in 1968. The latest education policy was 

initiated in 2015 and after some intervening draft reports and amendments, in 2017, a 

Committee was constituted under the chairmanship of Dr K Kasturirangan, former chief of 

ISRO (Indian Space Research Organisation) and Padma Vibhushan (second highest civilian 

award of the Republic of India) recipient. The other Committee Members were: 
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 Vasudha Kamat, former Vice Chancellor, SNDT University, Mumbai; 

 K J Alphonse, Retired Bureaucrat; 

 Manjul Bhargava, Professor of Mathematics, Princeton University, USA; 

 Ram Shankar Kureel, Vice Chancellor, Baba Saheb Ambedkar University of Social 

Sciences, Mhow, Madhya Pradesh State; 

 T V Kattamani, Vice Chancellor, Indira Gandhi National Tribal University, Amarkantak, 

Madhya Pradesh State; 

 K M Tripathy, Chairman, Uttar Pradesh High School and Intermediate Examination Board 

 Mazhar Asif, Professor of Persian, Guwahati University; 

 M K Shridhar, Member, Central Advisory Board of Education & Member Secretary of 

Karnataka Innovation Council and Karnataka Knowledge Commission.  

 

The final submission of the draft of the new education policy was made to the Hon’ble 

Minister of Human Resources Development, Government of India in May 2019. The 

Government of India stated that NEP 2020 was formulated after considering nearly 2 lakh 

suggestions taken from 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats, 6,600 Blocks, 6,000 Urban Local Bodies 

and 676 Districts. These statistics reflect efforts towards a people-participative and inclusive 

policy.  

 

School Education 

 

(Image Courtesy: Times Now) 
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NEP 2020 overhauls the structure of education of students from pre-school up to post-

school higher education. The new structure introduces three additional initial years (from 

three years of age) of the total five years of foundational education that are formative years 

of activity-based learning. The post-school higher education is a four-year education 

structure as against the current three.  

 

Some of the key features of the schooling structure recommended by NEP 2020 are: 

 

1. Early Childhood Care and Pre-School Education that forms the foundation of learning 

because “Over 85% of a child’s cumulative brain development occurs prior to the age of 

6, indicating the critical importance of appropriate care and stimulation of the brain in the 

early years in order to ensure healthy brain development and growth.” It involves play-

based, activity-based, and inquiry-based learning. This will include indoor and outdoor 

play, puzzles and logical thinking, problem-solving, visual art and craft, drama and 

puppetry, music and movement, in addition to regular classroom learning. It also 

includes a focus on developing social capacities, sensitivity, good behaviour, courtesy, 

ethics, personal and public cleanliness, teamwork, and co-operation. The foundation 

stage of schooling covers three years of Anganwadi or pre-school, followed by two years 

of regular schooling in classes 1 and 2 (covering ages 6-8 years). The remaining stages 

of schooling are preparatory (classes 3 to 5 covering ages 8-11 years), middle (classes 6 

to 8 covering ages 11-14 years) and secondary (four years in two phases of class 9 and 

10, and classes 11 and 12).  

 

2. The student will enjoy the flexibility of choosing subjects from across the streams, as 

against the current fixed menu of subjects.  

 

3. A three-language policy to introduce the student to multi-language proficiency, with 

emphasis on the local language/mother tongue till class 8, to encourage proficiency in 

one’s native language. Sanskrit, recognised as the rich, classical, scientific and enriching 

ancient language of India, is recommended for inclusion in the three-language formula to 

encourage the student to learn and appreciate its rich Indian heritage. 

 

4. Focus of the education is towards learning how to learn as against the culture of rote 

learning. To achieve this, the curriculum content is to be reduced to core essentials, and 

provide more space for critical thinking and inquiry-based, discovery-based, discussion-

based, and analysis-based learning. 

 

5. Emphasis on learning about the ancient “Indian Knowledge Systems” that have got lost 

in the realms of the current system of education that still bear colonised (British) 

influence. Inclusion of basic ethical reasoning, traditional Indian values and all basic 

human and constitutional values. Such value-based education is critical in grooming 

culturally and ethically rounded citizens to carry India forward to wholesome 

development.  

 

6. Equipping with well-trained and motivated teachers to effectively impart meaningful 

education to the students. The Policy envisages a four-year integrated B.Ed (Bachelor of 

Education) degree from multi-disciplinary universities by 2030. 

 

7. Inclusive and equitable education so that every child gets the opportunity to learn and 

excel, irrespective of the social background or birth. There are suggestions on ways to 

bridge the gap in the opportunities available for education for certain vulnerable groups 

of the Indian society termed the Socially and Economically Disadvantaged Groups 

(SEDGs). Nourishment at school right from breakfast onwards for underprivileged school 



 

 

9 

children is emphasised for implementation to ensure against dropouts and malnourished 

children.  

 

8. Board level assessment of students are recommended to encourage consistent 

performance over the years of education instead of a bullet-style assessment at the end 

of secondary schooling as is prevalent in the current education structure.  

 

Higher Education   

 

1. Undergraduate degree to be of either 3 or 4-year duration, with multiple exit options 

within this period, with appropriate certifications, as certificate after completing 1 year in 

a discipline or field including vocational and professional areas, or a diploma after 2 years 

of study, or a Bachelor’s degree after a 3-year programme. The 4-year multidisciplinary 

Bachelor's programme, would be the preferred option since it provides the full range of 

holistic and multidisciplinary education. 

 

2. As in the case of schooling, university education to be holistic and multi-disciplinary in 

line with traditional Indian education as in Nalanda and Takshashila, and with the 

integration of vocational education programmes into mainstream education in all 

education institutions. Quality academic research in all fields of higher education is to be 

encouraged through a new National Research Foundation. 

 

3. University affiliations and deemed university status to be done away with and instead 

autonomy to be given to colleges to grant degrees. The M.Phil Course will be 

discontinued immediately.  

 

4. Top-rated global universities to be facilitated in India and Indian universities to go global.  

 

5. The option of Open and Distance Learning (ODL) to be available to the student. ODL 

programmes will aim to be equivalent to the highest quality in-class programmes 

available. 

 

Regulatory Mechanism 

 

The Committee has recommended some stringent regulatory mechanisms to ensure the 

standards and procedures are adhered to, to maintain a consistently high standard of 

education at school and higher education levels. It also covered the essential infrastructural 

and related facilities that must be provided and maintained in the educational institutions. It 

is noteworthy that the Committee has made a special mention about provision of adequate 

toilets in the schools (a facility that is currently lacking or inadequate in most of the rural 

and government schools).  

 

Conclusion 

 

NEP 2020 is an ideal package for Vision India to emerge with a generation of well-grounded 

citizens with levels of high value in education, ethics and skills, to take the country far 

ahead in global standing and domestic sustainability. The challenge is in the seamless 

implementation of the recommendations. With almost every other policy and law in the 

country, the lacuna is in effective implementation that is marred by a shoddy and corrupt 

value system. The challenge therefore is in the implementation to the word and spirit of NEP 

2020.  

 

by Susan Koshy, Editor-in-Chief 
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NEP 2020 – Exclusive Comments 

 The Education Policy lays particular emphasis on the development of the 

creative potential of each individual. 

 Countries which groomed their children in their own 

languages have now shifted their position, making children 

to gain proficiency in English as the second language. This is 

needed for acquiring scientific knowledge and business 

opportunities to compete in the globalised world. English 

may not be our language, but its status for global 

connectivity cannot be ruled out. Therefore, what we need is 

a two-language formula with mother tongue and English so 

that the load is less on the children to study. It is open for 

anybody to master many languages to become a genius. 

 

 The policy encourages foreign universities among the top 100 in the world to 

set up campuses in India. Allowing foreign universities to establish campus is 

suicidal. Every good student will like to target foreign universities. Indian 

universities will lose their importance. Instead, Indian universities can be 

encouraged and given autonomy to have tie-up with world-renowned universities 

for higher level of research, technology build-up to get world ranking, to 

undertake research in specific areas jointly for Indians to get Nobel Prize. Give 

incentive to private institutions to bring excellent research. 

 

 – Dr A Sivathanu Pillai, Eminent Scientist, 

& Father of Brahmos Missile Project 

 

 

 

 

Though belated by 34 years, NEP 2020 is a well thought out 

and designed Policy for quick implementation and effective 

monitoring using technology. The key features that especially 

stand out in the Policy are:  

 

 focus on early childhood care, emphasising not just care 

but also the cognitive and physical development of the child 

under the care of specifically trained teachers, and 

 

 Local language policy that enables students to learn core subjects in the 

local language of convenience in the formative years of education. Being a 

scientifically proven effective method in learning, immediate implementation as a 

compulsory section of quality education in local language even in English 

medium schools is recommended.  

 

– Shri P Ravi, Former Regional Director,  

National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) 

 



 

 

11 

National 

Oil Prices Crash Globally, but India Raises Fuel Prices 
 

The Indian Government raised fuel prices 

(diesel/petrol) 22 times in 21 days even as crude oil 

prices went cartwheeling globally on the back of a 

second wave of COVID-19 attack that left global 

economic activity virtually crippled, particularly the 

logistics and tourism industries. Diesel and petrol 

prices peaked to record highs of up to Rs.80 plus per 

litre after the Government enhanced the excise 

levies on diesel and petrol, causing a cascading 

effect on the prices of commodities transported 

across the country. Petrol moves cars, diesel 

transports passengers on buses, and commodities on trucks. The price rise came at the 

worst of times when the common people have lost jobs or experienced pay cuts, and were 

locked out of regular economic activity.  

 

The Union Minister for Petroleum & Natural Gas, and Steel, Mr Dharmendra Pradhan 

justified the price hike, saying, India was facing challenging times in the energy sector as 

the global oil and energy markets had become highly volatile and unstable. He assured that 

the prices would find a natural level once the global energy markets stabilised. COVID-19 

has made the energy markets in India and the globe highly unstable, he said. 

 

It was a bizarre situation for the common man in India to understand because crude oil 

prices were crashing globally on piled up inventories, especially among the OPEC 

(Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries) countries, due to the global lockdown in 

over 210 countries. There was no offtake or movement of crude oil across the seas as oil 

tankers were stranded on high seas. India was merrily raising the prices of petrol and diesel 

22 times in over three weeks.  

 

Trend of Fuel Price in India for June 2020 (Rates per Litre)  

 

The Government has not given any 

justification for raising the prices. But here 

is the reason. A 120-day shutdown, still 

counting, all around India disrupted the 

manufacturing and economic activity. There 

has been wage cuts and layoffs, and Public 

Sector Undertakings especially, have sent a 

section of the staff on leave without pay. The result is that the Government lost substantial 

revenue in terms of taxes, especially GST (Goods & Services Tax) and Direct Taxes on 

commodities. The GST revenue loss is estimated at Rs.1.15 lakh crore ($16 billion). These 

revenues are the source for the Government to carry out all the public works like building 

roads, highways, and such infrastructure work for the country. 

 

Since April 2020, India has witnessed back to back lockdowns, now into version 4.0, with 

almost all shops shutting down, barring those for essential products. Every sector has 

turned red with the retail sector particularly bearing the brunt of the lockdown. According to 

media reports, these losses have directly impacted the GST revenues of the Central and the 

State Governments.  
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The Confederation of All India Traders (CAIT) in a statement as early as 12th May 2020,  

stated, “The Indian retail sector has lost a gigantic sum of approximately Rs 7.50 lakh crore 

business in this period which has resulted in GST revenue loss to Central and State 

Governments to the tune of about Rs 1.15 lakh crore”. Even if the Government were to lift 

the lockdown partially or wholly, the retailers’ customer turnover is expected to remain as 

low as 20% due to a lower number of customers as compared to the pre-COVID-19 

situation, the reports indicated. 

 

Post-lockdown, businesses need to adopt new norms like taking recourse to digital 

payments in order to survive, or to quote CAIT’s statement, “Upgraded and modernised 

retail format, health safety precautionary measures, round the clock internal security 

systems, adoption of digital and contactless payments and other business technologies will 

be the new paradigm of businesses.” 

 

Our next door kirana (grocery) stores have to adopt online platforms to expand their 

customer reach. Reliance Retail was quick to adapt by integrating the process to evolve 

physical stores with its e-commerce platform, ‘JioMart’. 

 

Comparative Fuel Prices in September 2019 

 

The petrol price in India stood at Rs.67.01 per litre on 1st September 2019 while the diesel 

price recorded Rs.65.26 per litre the same day. The petrol rose to Rs.71.75 per litre on 8th 

September 2019. However, in the second week, the fuel price in India rose further due to 

US-Iran tensions. 

 

The prices kept on increasing after a wave of 

drones hit the state-owned Saudi Aramco 

facilities, the world’s largest petrol processing 

facility located in Saudi Arabia. The petrol 

price closed the month at Rs.74.46 per litre, 

the highest recorded price for the month of 

September 2019. Similarly, the diesel price 

closed at Rs.67.36 per litre, again the highest 

recorded price for the month. The overall 

performance of fuel prices in India was 3.40% 

and 3.21 respectively, trending upwards. 

 

Since oil prices were crashing, India has thought it prudent to stockpile oil as it fell below 

$30 per barrel ($26 per barrel) from a high of $70 per barrel a few months ago, thus 

increasing its strategic petroleum reserve (SPR) by buying oil from Saudi Arabia and UAE – 

the two main competitors in the global market. Saudi Arabia had increased its oil output 

from less than 10 million barrels a day to 13 million barrels per day. The COVID-19 spread 

has spread across the world rapidly, drastically reducing the demand in many countries and 

this was the time for India to capitalise on the stockpiling.  

 

by T N Ashok, Consulting Editor  

T N Ashok is an Energy Correspondent, specialising in Pricing of POL (Petroleum, Oil & 

Lubricants) Products. 

Resource Input: International Agency Reports and Research Agencies. 
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Legal 
 

Contempt of Court 
 

In a democratic system of governance that prevails 

in India, freedom of expression is enlisted as a right 

under the Constitution of India. However, these 

rights have their limitations. One such limitation 

relates to any act that could be derogatory to the 

dignity of the judiciary system or its courts. This is 

called ‘Contempt of Court’.  

 

Contempt of court, often referred to simply as 

‘contempt’, is the offence of being disobedient to, or 

disrespectful toward a court of law and its officials in 

a manner that defies the authority, justice and dignity of the court. Words spoken or written 

which obstruct or tend to obstruct the administration of justice can be classified as 

contempt. Historically, contempt of court, was originally introduced as a concept seeking to 

protect judicial institutions from specific motivated attacks, unfounded or unwarranted 

criticism, and as a legal remedy to punish those indulging in such activities.    

 

There were pre-Independence laws dealing with contempt of court in India.  The High 

Courts of Calcutta, Bombay and Madras had their own powers to punish any one for 

contempt by virtue of their inheriting the powers by Supreme Court in these presidencies.  

When the Constitution was adopted, contempt of court was made one of the restrictions on 

freedom of speech and expression enshrined in Article 19(1)(a). Article 129 of the 

Constitution conferred on the Supreme Court the power to punish contempt of itself 

(Supreme Court), and Article 215 conferred a corresponding power on the High Courts. 

Subsequently, The Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, was passed in India giving statutory 

backing to the concept of ‘Contempt of Court’. 

 

Classification of Contempt of Court 

 

Contempt of court is classified as civil and criminal.   

 

 Civil Contempt is when someone wilfully disobeys a court order or breaches an 

undertaking given to a court.   

 

 Criminal contempt is more interesting and deserves an elaborate discussion because of 

its complexity.  Criminal contempt could be the use of ‘spoken or written words’ that 

‘scandalise or tend to scandalise’ or lower the dignity of the court, prejudices or 

interference with any judicial proceedings’ or obstruction of the administration of justice.  

Making allegations against the judiciary or individual judges, attributing motives to 

judgements or judiciary motions and any scurrilous attack on the conduct of the judges 

are often considered to be matters that scandalise the judiciary.  These provisions are 

listed out to ensure that the judiciary which are expected to command the highest level 

of respect in the society are not obstructed in their dispensation of justice by unfounded 

attacks.   

 

The punishment for contempt of court is simple imprisonment for a term up to six months 

and/or a fine of upto Rs.2,000/-.   
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When ‘Contempt of Court’ was News Recently 

 

Advocate Prashant Bhushan is a leading lawyer in India. Recently, the Supreme Court 

brought up a case of contempt of court against him, initiating suo motu (action taken on its 

own accord without any request from the parties involved) contempt proceedings against 

him for his tweets, where he published a photo of the Chief Justice of India riding a 

motorbike, and also criticised the role of the Supreme Court in the recent years, and his 

unproven allegations of corruption against some past Chief Justices of India in an interview 

to a magazine. The Supreme Court said that these tweets undermined the dignity and the 

office of the Chief Justice of India in the public eye.   

 

The verdict for this case is out. But the debate among the advocates and the public, “What 

is the limit to which one can express one’s opinion about the judiciary, and what exactly are 

the issues concerning the dignity of court?” may continue. 

 

by V Rajendran, Editor 

 

DiSAI - Webinar on Cyber-Crime 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

     

Digital Security Association of India (DiSAI) and e-magazine PreSense jointly hosted a 

Webinar, ‘Cyber Crime: Grievance Redress, Investigation and Analysis' on Friday, 28th 

August, 2020.  Shri S. Venkatachalapathy, Deputy Commissioner of Police (Retired), 

and Shri S N Ravichandran, Information Security Professional and Stylometry Analyst, 

Coimbatore were the panellists, discussing cyber-crime investigation techniques, with 

Shri V Rajendran, Chairman, DiSAI as the moderator.  

 

Drawing from their rich experience in handling and investigating cyber-crimes, the 

panelists took the audience through an interesting journey of case studies, modus 

operandi and the technology involved in cyber-crimes. They  cautioned users to 

exercise vigil during online transactions and on the Internet. They  described the 

investigation methods used in crimes in general, and cyber-crimes in particular, 

introducing the subject of stylometry in evidence analysis.  

 

Please watch the proceedings in YouTube 

https://youtu.be/0x3wl2dNmo4  

  

Shri S. Venkatachalapathy, 
Dy Commissioner of Police (Retired) 

Webinar in Session 

https://youtu.be/0x3wl2dNmo4
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Anecdote 
 

A Memorable Experience When  
I Brushed Shoulders with World Leaders  

 

The year was 1992 and the month, June. Travelling down the memory lane, I recall it as 

one of the momentous periods of my life. Covering the first global meet on environment in 

the most exotic cities of the world, Rio De Janeiro in the South American country of Brazil, 

was a dream come true for me. Dubbed ‘The United Nations Conference on Environment 

and Development (UNCED)’, it was the second major follow-up after the Stockholm 

Conference in 1972 when India’s then Prime Minister Mrs Indira Gandhi, gave a clarion call 

for protecting the environment and enforcing sustainable development. 

As the representative correspondent of PTI (Press Trust of India), I was asked to cover the 

conference that would last for more than a fortnight.  Our coverage would feed about 500 

odd newspapers and state-run televisions and the radio. It was the era of Doordarshan 

(state-owned television station), PTI and the dailies, The Times of India, The Hindu, The 

Hindustan Times and The Statesman.  

 

To me, the best part of the conference was the 300 restaurants to choose from, to lunch in, 

and fast foods’ counters numbering over 150. It cost USD25 for a buffet plate in a fancy 

restaurant or just USD5 for a huge slice of pizza. Many correspondents packed leftovers 

from breakfast to have them for lunch. The conference was barricaded by more than 1,000 

soldiers from the army with automatic weapons ready to shoot anyone suspicious. It was 

also guarded by army tanks, the reason being that Brazil was in proximity to Colombia from 

where drug cartels operated. 

 

And here was the crowning moment. I reached the conference room 45 minutes early to get 

a seat, but the doors would open only 15 minutes before, so that I had to hang around, 

browsing the notice boards. I was looking at a notice board when a blonde-haired 

gentleman in an impeccable black suit and white shirt and red tie, with horn-rimmed 

glasses, tapped me on my back and asked, “Excuse me, can you tell me when the next 

press conference is and who is addressing it?” I told him the time and when I turned around 

to face him, he shook hands with me and said, “thank you”. It was the Prime Minister of the 

United Kingdom, John Major. I was elated and I was on cloud nine! We then had a tete-a-

tete about the conference and I got some exclusive quotes from the Prime Minister. As if 

Heads of State and Government at the Earth Summit, Rio De Jeneiro, June 1992 
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this treat was not enough for me for the day, when I went to the notice board again to look 

at the schedule, I found a tall curly-haired black gentleman standing before me poring over 

the displayed agenda. Sensing my breathing behind him, he turned around and said, “Sorry, 

am I blocking your vision? Come.” And he took me by arm and cradled me to the notice 

board. It was Robert Mugabe, the President of the African country of Zimbabwe. I seized 

this opportunity to chat with him and get another exclusive quote from a world leader! 

 

On another day, as I was loitering in the premises of the conference, I spotted and 

recognised a tall and handsome gentleman, with a book in his hand. I approached him, 

introduced myself and got talking with him. He was Al Gore, who became the vice president 

under Bill Clinton when he became President of USA. Senior Bush was the President then.  

 

Yet another bonanza came to me when I was 

covering the parallel NGO Conference where I saw 

the Canadian sensational singer Celine Dion at 

close quarters. And what a foot tapping concert it 

was! This was climaxed by my meeting with Ted 

Turner of CNN fame and his wife Jane Fonda, the 

Hollywood actress. When they signed the board for 

commitment to sustainable development, Jane 

Fonda gave me the pen and said, “You now sign”.  

I signed just below her signature. What a thrill for 

me!  

 

These are treasured moments in my life that happened at an historic conference that 

produced the Agenda 21 (the action plan that emerged from the Earth Summit held in Rio 

de Janeiro). When Agenda 21 was being sold for USD250 at the venue, I was able to get a 

free copy!  

 

by T N Ashok, Consulting Editor 

 

 

  
PreSense and NGPL Celebrate 

India’s Independence Day 2020 
 

  
 Dr A. Sivathanu Pillai      Shri S Narendra 
 

PreSense and NGPL celebrated India’s Independence Day on 15th August 2020 

through Zoom. Dr A Sivathanu Pillai (Eminent Scientist of DRDO and ISRO, and 

father of BrahMos Missile Project) and Shri S Narendra (Former Information 

Advisor to four Prime Ministers) were the Guests of Honour. The topic for 

discussion by the dignitaries was ‘Responsible Citizens for a Better India’. The 

video recording of the event is available on https://youtu.be/N_gKTyFUrWo .  
 

https://youtu.be/N_gKTyFUrWo
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Report 
 

Saturday Talk Series with Experts 
 

Under the ‘Saturday Talk Series with Experts’, organised by our eMagazine PreSense and 

NGPL (Next Gen Political Leaders), five sessions were held in the month of August 2020.  
 

Episode 2 – Opportunities After 12th Standard   

 

In the episode held on 1st August 2020, Dr 

Jagannathan Ramasamy, Former Vice Chancellor of 

Middle East University discussed about the various 

opportunities available for higher education courses 

for over 10 million students on an average, who 

pass out of 12th class (higher secondary school). Dr 

Jagannathan emphasised the importance of National 

Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC), the 

various scholarships that a student can avail and the industry expectations from the 

students. The recording of the event can be watched on:  

https://youtu.be/p9DkG_Cup2c  
 

Episode 3 – How to Avail Education Loan? 

 

On 8th August 2020, Shri K Srinivasan, Convenor of Education Loan task Force (ELTF), 

talked about ‘How to Avail Education Loan’. His session provided guidelines for students on 

the application process, loan 

disbursement and repayment methods, 

including interest subsidy for education 

loans. Shri Srinivasan emphasised the 

importance of students creating rapport 

with the banks during the tenancy of the 

loan and repayment. He also covered 

details of eligibility for the loan under various categories. The recording of the event can be 

watched on: 
https://youtu.be/SuSj8gVNE. 
 

Episode 4 – Youth as a Change Agent 

In a special Independence Day programme 

held on 15th August 2020, we had Shri 

Natarajan Raman, Co-Founder, Dream 

India, to talk about ‘Youth as a Change 

Agent’. The main takeaway from this 

session was that one need not leave a job or 

family life to be of service to the people. 

One just needed to be an integral part of 

the society and give back, to make a sustainable change and this way, ‘together we could 

build a great nation’. It was heart-warming to know that he, with his family lives with, and 

takes care of 135 special children in the same home. The recording of the event can be 

watched on: 

https://youtu.be/GV2hdWpWmrM. 

 

https://youtu.be/p9DkG_Cup2c
https://youtu.be/SuSj8gVNEFg
https://youtu.be/GV2hdWpWmrM


 

 

18 

Episode 5 – Open Schooling: Opportunities and Advantages 

 

On 22nd August 2020, Dr P Ravi, former Regional Director of National Institute of Open 

Schooling (NIOS) talked about ‘Open Schooling – Opportunities and Advantages’. He shared 

2 videos about the open schooling system and 

the flexibility that NIOS provides. Dr Ravi 

discussed various aspects about the courses 

offered viz. Personal Contact Programmes with 

Study Centres to aid self-learning, Online 

Demand Examination (ODE), and the nominal 

fee structure that encourages all types of 

students to participate. He emphasised the 

credibility of NIOS and the opportunity to join reputed institutions like IIT after completing 

the open schooling course under NIOS. The recording of the event can be watched on 

https://youtu.be/A9ozR89KJlI. 

 

Episode 6 – Career Opportunities in Indian Army 

 

In the Saturday Talk Series held on 29th August 2020, we had Colonel Vembu Shankar, 

Shaurya Chakra Awardee (India’s 3rd highest 

gallantry award in peace) talk about 

‘Opportunities in the Indian Army’. He shared 

his experience as a military academy graduate 

and his deployment in the Jammu and 

Kashmir border. His videos gave a glimpse of 

life in the Indian army. The topic on war cry, 

and his post-retirement life were informative 

and interesting. There are opportunities for men and women in various capacities in the 

Indian army. To know more about these opportunities, one can visit the website, 

www.joinindianarmy.nic.in. The recording of the video can be watched on 

https://youtu.be/yyQiOv1SQw4. 

 

Sangamam: Fusion of Great Minds – Episode 1 
 

Prime Point Foundation, with the support of eMagazine PreSense and Digital Journalists 

Association of India (DiJAI), started a new 

series titled ‘Sangamam: Fusion of Great 

Minds’. It is a premium programme where 

renowned intellectuals are invited to discuss a 

topic.  

 

The first episode titled ‘Mind Brain and Science 

– Where Do They Meet?’ was held in the 

evening of Sunday, 30th August 2020. Padma 

Bhushan recipient and eminent scientist, Dr A 

Sivathanu Pillai, and internationally renowned 

neurologist, Dr A V Srinivasan were the speakers for the topic. They deliberated on the 

various aspects and understanding of the body and mind. They shared their knowledge on 

where science found common ground with the ancient scriptural teachings about the body 

and mind. The programme conducted through Zoom  was streamed live through YouTube, 

Face book and Twitter. The speakers addressed a variety of questions from the viewers. The 

recording of the event is available on https://youtu.be/JqUHjooHQiE .   

https://youtu.be/A9ozR89KJlI
http://www.joinindianarmy.nic.in/
https://youtu.be/yyQiOv1SQw4
https://youtu.be/JqUHjooHQiE
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