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From the Desk of Editor-in-Chief
Greetings from all of us @ The Editorial Team to our readers.
The month of August has had its share of solemnity as well as grief. The
country bid farewell to three senior statesmen who departed after a full
and fulfilled life in politics, at the national and state levels. Soon
thereafter, our sister state of Kerala experienced torrential rains and
floods that paralysed almost the entire state such that 12 of its 14
districts were on high alert. Many analysts have attributed the cause of
the massive flooding to ignoring the warnings of a panel which foretold
the imminent disaster if the Western Ghats were not preserved. The
report by the Panel, also called the Gadgil Committee Report, is discussed
briefly in this issue.
Last month, your eMagazine carried a cover story on Environment. The theme continues
this month with a cover story on Plastic Pollution. The gravity of the destruction of the
environment by man’s insensitive deeds cannot be ignored. This issue is of grave
importance because our very lives depend on the preservation of Mother Nature and her
elements, and for this reason, the editorial too focusses on this subject.
August is a mournful month for Japan too as it annually remembers its victims who died in
the atomic bombings in Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945. In this context, we include a
write-up on Floyd Schmoe, a Good Samaritan from USA who helped the Japanese re-build
their homes.
The Indian Parliament session concluded with its monsoon session recently. An analysis of
the performance of the Parliament is included.
Our mascot, Prince, as usual, graces our August issue.
I hope you will enjoy this edition. Please share
editor@corpezine.com. Your feedback is important to us.
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Editorial
Ode to Mother Nature, Who Broke Down in Tears
“Man is the most insane species. He worships an invisible God and slaughters a visible Nature
without realising that this Nature he slaughters is the invisible God he worships”.
– Hubert Reeves
Mother Nature broke down recently. And when she did, she kept weeping till her tears ran
dry, out of fatigue rather than consolation. This is the image that comes to the mind, as the
southern coastal state of Kerala, recently experienced torrential rains that filled the dams to
near-bursting seams, causing major landslides, collapse of residential mansions and
shelters, caving-in of roads, tumbling down of bridges, cracks in constructions, and gushing
floods that took with them lives and livestock. People were trapped in flooded houses,
possessions were ruined in the muddy waters, and nights were pitch dark without power,
food and water. This catastrophe seems to be a forewarning of what is waiting to happen,
anywhere and everywhere in the world. It was a sad state as people from all over, reached
out to help the hapless victims of Nature’s fury. Was it her fury, or was it her grief? Was it
not the fallout of the treatment we meted out to her over the years and decades gone by?
Mother Nature speaks:
“I came into being, beautiful and generous, bountiful and precious,
Created by God to co-exist with man, and be respected as Mother, by his clan.
I gave freely, I gave with love. I gave all I had, ever ready to share.
Man took freely, as a child would from Mother. But he seemed to forget to care.
He began to exploit, to ill-treat. He took more, creating in me sore dents.
There was nothing to stop him, as he realised his power over my elements.
The elements of the mountains, forests and trees,
Creatures and animals, land, oceans and seas.
As he grew in population and in greed, he reduced me in my numbers,
He continued to ignore my quiet tears as he stripped my forests for timbers.
He molested me for stone and coal, not knowing when to stop.
He ignored signs of my breakdown. I could barely hold my teardrop.
Today, I am almost naked, barren, deprived, shamed, with punctures.
The beauty I once adorned, is today replaced by ugly structures.
Life is disappearing in the seas, the forests, the sky; there is barely any,
As man choked the creatures with plastics and chemicals or killed for money.
The pain of this continuous rape tears my heart. I am breaking down,
My tears cannot be stopped, even if they make you drown.
What you have done cannot be undone. But please do it no further.
Stop this treachery to me, I plead, before your actions turn to my murder.
For then I will curl, to give up my life in slow death mode.
That’s when you too, Man! Your life with the whole earth will also explode.
So, stop while you can, if you can, cease your crime! In repentance mourn!
Save me your Mother Nature, for only then will you be able to save your own!”
By Susan Koshy, Editor-in-Chief
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Cover Story
Plastic Pollution – A Threat to Life on This Planet

Plastic pollution is the excessive accumulation of plastic products in the environment,
adversely affecting wildlife, wildlife habitat and humans. Since plastics are inexpensive and
durable, its production by humans is high. The chemical structure of most plastics renders
them resistant to many natural processes of degradation, and as a result they are slow to
degrade. These two factors together have led to a high accumulation of non-biodegradable
plastic in the environment.
The annual global food production is around 3 billion tonnes, out of which about 1 billion
tonnes is wasted and the rest is either consumed or bio-degraded in a few years’ time. But
as far as plastics are concerned, the world produces about 400 million tonnes of plastics
every year. Between 1950 and 2018, an estimated 4.5 billion tonnes of plastic waste have
been dumped on land and water bodies, including oceans. During the same period of 68
years, the world has burnt around 500 million tonnes of plastic, which produced toxic byproducts, including many carcinogenic gases and other compounds, making this Earth a
polluted and hazardous place. Plastics therefore endanger land, air and water and pose a
serious threat to life itself.
Some researchers suggest that by 2050 there could be more plastic by weight than fish, in
the oceans. Plastics can harm living organisms, particularly marine animals, either by
mechanical effects such as entanglement in plastic objects, or problems related to ingestion
of plastic waste, or through exposure to chemicals in plastics that interfere with their
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physiology. Humans are also affected by plastic pollution, through disruption of various
hormonal mechanisms.
Plastic pollution has the potential to poison animals, which can then adversely affect human
food supplies. The book, ‘Introduction to Marine Biology’ by Richard Turner et al, describes
plastic pollution as being highly detrimental to large marine mammals, posing as the "single
greatest threat" to them. Some marine species, such as sea turtles, were found to contain
large quantities of plastic in their stomachs. When this occurs, the animal typically starves,
because the plastic blocks the animal's digestive tract. Marine mammals sometimes become
entangled in plastic products such as nets, which can harm or kill them.
Types of Plastic Debris
There are three major forms of plastic that contribute to plastic pollution: microplastics,
mega-plastics and macro-plastics. Mega and micro plastics have accumulated in highest
densities in the Northern Hemisphere, and are concentrated around urban centres and
water fronts. They can be found off the coast of some islands because of currents carrying
the debris. Both mega-plastics and macro-plastics are used in packaging, footwear, and
other domestic items that have been washed off ships or discarded in landfills. Fishingrelated items are more likely to be found around remote islands. These may also be referred
to as micro-, meso-, and macro debris.
Micro-debris
Micro-debris is plastic between 2 mm and 5 mm (millimetre) in size. Plastic debris that
starts off as meso- or macro-debris can become micro-debris through degradation and
collisions that break it down into smaller pieces. Micro-debris is more commonly referred to
as nurdles. Nurdles are recycled to make new plastic items, but they easily end up released
into the environment during production because of their small size. They often end up in
ocean waters through rivers and streams. Micro-debris that come from cleaning and
cosmetic products are also referred to as scrubbers. Because micro-debris and scrubbers
are so small in size, filter-feeding organisms often consume them.
Macro-debris
Plastic debris is categorised
as macro-debris when it is
It is estimated that a foam plastic cup will take
larger than 20 mm. These
50 years, a plastic beverage holder will take 400
include items such
as
years, a disposable nappy will take 450 years,
plastic
grocery
bags.
and
a fishing line will take 600 years to degrade.
Macro-debris is often found
in ocean waters, and can
have a serious impact on
native organisms. Fishing nets have been the prime pollutants. Even after they have been
abandoned, they continue to trap marine organisms and other plastic debris. Eventually,
these abandoned nets become too difficult to remove from the water because they become
too heavy, having increased in weight upto 6 tonnes.
Decomposition of Plastic
Many kinds of plastics exist, depending on their precursors and the method for their
polymerisation (a chemical reaction). Depending on their chemical composition, plastics and
resins have varying properties related to contaminant absorption and adsorption. Polymer
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degradation takes much longer as a result of saline environments and the cooling effect of
the sea. It is estimated that a foam plastic cup will take 50 years, a plastic beverage holder
will take 400 years, a disposable nappy will take 450 years, and a fishing line will take 600
years to degrade.
Land
Chlorinated plastic can release harmful chemicals into the surrounding soil, and then seep
into groundwater or other surrounding water sources and also the ecosystem. This can
cause serious harm to the species that drink the water. Landfill areas contain many different
types of plastics. In these landfills, there are many micro-organisms which speed up the
bio-degradation of plastics. These micro-organisms include such bacteria as pseudomonas,
nylon-eating bacteria, and flavobacteria. The breakdown of biodegradable plastics releases
methane, a very powerful greenhouse gas that contributes significantly to global warming.
Oceans
In 2012, it was estimated that there were approximately 165 million tonnes of plastic
pollution in the world's oceans. One type of plastic that is of concern in terms of ocean
plastic pollution is nurdles. Nurdles are manufactured plastic pellets (a type of microplastic)
used in the creation of plastic products and are often shipped as cargo. Many billions of
nurdles are spilled into the oceans each year, and it has been estimated that globally,
around 10% of beach litter consists of nurdles.
The toxins that are components of plastic include di-ethylhexyl phthalate, which is a toxic
carcinogen, as well as lead, cadmium, and mercury. Plankton, fish, and ultimately the
human race, through the food chain, ingest these highly toxic carcinogens and chemicals.
Consuming the fish that contain these toxins can cause cancer, immune disorders, and birth
defects.
Tap Water
A 2017 study found that 83% of tap water samples taken around the world contained plastic
pollutants. This means that people may be ingesting between 3,000 and 4,000
microparticles of plastic from tap water per year.
Biodegradable and Degradable Plastics

A 2017 study found that 83% of tap
water samples taken around the world
contained plastic pollutants. This
means that people may be ingesting
between 3,000 and 4,000
microparticles of plastic from tap
water per year.

The use of bio-degradable plastics has
many advantages and disadvantages.
Biodegradables are biopolymers that
degrade
in
industrial
composters.
Biodegradables do not degrade as
efficiently in domestic composters, and
during this slower process, methane gas
may be emitted.

There are also other types of degradable
materials that are not considered to be biopolymers, because they are oil-based, similar to
other conventional plastics. These plastics are made more degradable through the use of
different additives, which help them degrade when exposed to UV rays or other physical
stressors. Although biodegradable and degradable plastics have helped reduce plastic
pollution, there are some drawbacks. One issue concerning both types of plastics is that
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they do not break down very efficiently in the natural environment. Therefore, degradable
plastics that are oil-based may break down into smaller fractions, after which point, they do
not degrade further.
Creating Awareness
Every year, June 5th is observed as World Environment Day to raise awareness and
increase government action on the pressing issue. This year, India is the host to the World
Environment Day and the theme is ‘Beat Plastic Pollution' with focus on single-use or
disposable plastics. The Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change of India,
invited people to take care of their Green Social Responsibility and urged them to take up
Green Good Deeds in everyday life.
The billions of items of plastic wastes choking our oceans, lakes, and rivers, and piling up on
land is a real and growing threat to human health. They are absolute threats to plants and
wildlife too. Plastic pollution can make human beings an endangered species in our own
planet.
by Dr R. Jagannathan, Editorial Advisor

PreSense Pays Homage to Legendary Leaders

Bharat Ratna Shri Atal
Bihari Vajpayee (19242018) was Prime Minister of
India, having served three
terms of varying periods.
He served as Member in
both the Houses of the
Indian Parliament for over
four decades.

Shri Somnath Chatterjee
(1929-2018) was a longstanding Indian politician,
and member of the Indian
Parliament for ten terms. He
was Speaker of Lok Sabha
during 2004-2009. He is
recipient of the Outstanding
Parliamentarian Award.

Muthuvel
Karunanidhi
(1924-2018)
was
Chief
Minister of the state of Tamil
Nadu
for
almost
two
decades between 1969 and
2011. He was member of
the Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly for over 60 years.
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Nation
Performance of Individuals, Political Parties and States in
the 16th Lok Sabha
The 15th Session of the Parliament (Monsoon Session 2018) adjourned sine die on August
10, 2018. Lok Sabha voted on a no-confidence motion which was won by the government.
It also discussed issues related to the recent floods and drought in the country. Rajya Sabha
discussed the final draft of the National Register of Citizens in Assam, non-implementation
of the provisions of the Andhra Pradesh Reorganising Act, incidents of misuse of the social
media and mob lynching.
Rajya Sabha also elected its Deputy Chairman. In addition, the supplementary demands for
grants were discussed in Lok Sabha. 20 legislative Bills were introduced during the session
and 18 were passed other than the two Appropriation Bills. Four Bills were withdrawn. Lok
Sabha worked for 110% of the scheduled hours and Rajya Sabha for 68%.
Top Performers – Individuals
The top 5 performers of the 16th Lok Sabha from the first session till the end of the 15th
Session (Monsoon Session 2018) are given below. The table indicates the cumulative
performance of the Members of Parliament (MPs) from the beginning of 16th Lok Sabha.

MP

Supriya Sule
Shrirang Appa
Barne
Rajeev Shankarrao
Satav
Dhananjay
Bhimrao Mahadik
Shivaji Adhalrao
Patil

Political party

Initiated
Debates
(ID)

Private
Members
Bills
(PMB)

Questions
(Qns)

Total of
ID+PMB
+ Qns

Attendance

Nationalist
Congress Party

95

19

1049

1163

96%

Shiv Sena

111

20

998

1129

94%

114

19

989

1122

81%

49

3

1042

1094

73%

25

13

985

1023

68%

Indian National
Congress
Nationalist
Congress Party
Shiv Sena

Source: PRS India
All the MPs are from Maharashtra

Incidentally, all the top 5 performers are from the state of Maharashtra.
Sansad Ratna Awardees in the previous years.

They are also

Performance of States
The average score of the 16th Lok Sabha till the end of the Monsoon Session per MP is 281.
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Jharkhand have shown performance score of more
than 400. West Bengal and Jammu & Kashmir have shown poor performance.
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Total

Average

50
39
21
14
28
27
7
18
10
31
25
26
11
22
41
83
15
5
15
46

1910
1482
1711
730
838
1340
303
575
418
867
852
645
211
908
1669
2565
501
177
472
1142

39.8
39.0
81.5
56.2
32.2
49.6
50.5
31.9
52.3
31.0
35.5
24.8
21.1
43.2
43.9
33.3
33.4
35.4
33.7
24.8

Sum of
Private
Member
Bills
(PMB)
187
0
80
71
8
78
67
33
24
20
15
55
1
63
101
101
8
28
11
13
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120
20129

20.0
37.3

1
999

Initiated debates
(ID)
States

Maharashtra
Tamil Nadu
Kerala
Jharkhand
Karnataka
Rajasthan
Delhi
Telangana
Haryana
Madhya Pradesh
Andhra Pradesh
Gujarat
Chhattisgarh
Odisha
Bihar
Uttar Pradesh
Assam
Uttarakhand
Punjab
West Bengal
Jammu and
Kashmir
National

MPs

Questions (Qns)

ID + PMB + Qns

Total

Average

Total

Average

24192
15032
7762
4793
8462
7719
1705
4533
1967
6635
5665
6107
2070
4027
6221
12073
1937
573
1343
3462

504.0
395.6
369.6
368.7
325.5
285.9
284.2
251.8
245.9
237.0
236.0
234.9
207.0
191.8
163.7
156.8
129.1
114.6
95.9
75.3

26289
16514
9553
5594
9308
9137
2075
5141
2409
7522
6532
6807
2282
4998
7991
14739
2446
778
1826
4617

547.7
434.6
454.9
430.3
358.0
338.4
345.8
285.6
301.1
268.6
272.2
261.8
228.2
238.0
210.3
191.4
163.1
155.6
130.4
100.4

346
130598

57.7
241.8

467
151726

77.8
281.0

Source: PRS India
States with more than 5 MPs only are taken up for analysis

Performance of Political Parties
The following table indicates the cumulative performance of the political parties in the 16 th
Lok Sabha from the first Session till the 15th Session. Shiv Sena and Nationalist Congress
Party have shown very good performance. They have done very well under ‘Questions’
category. CPI (M) has done very well under ‘Debates’ category. All India Trinamool
Congress showed the poorest performance (average score for this party is 87.6 while the
National average is 281).
Out of 999 Private Members Bills, Members of Bharatiya Janata Party, Indian National
Congress and Shiv Sena alone have introduced 760 bills. Although All India Anna DMK with
37 MPs, has shown good performance with an average score of 444.7, their Members have
not introduced even a single Private Members Bill.
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Total

Average

18

842

49.5

Total
Private
Member
Bills
(PMB)
74

7

224

32.0

22

3597

513.9

3843

549.0

9

854

94.9

23

3137

348.6

4014

446.0

37

1471

39.8

0

14982

404.9

16453

444.7

49

1984

40.5

119

12624

257.6

14727

300.6

9

379

42.1

2

2219

246.6

2600

288.9

16
287

511
9133

34.1
34.6

14
567

3744
59535

249.6
225.5

4269
69235

284.6
262.3

12

445

37.1

30

2539

211.6

3014

251.2

21
5
7
6

908
414
116
52

43.2
82.8
16.6
10.4

63
27
1
0

4027
536
1080
469

191.8
107.2
154.3
93.8

4998
977
1197
521

238.0
195.4
171.0
104.2

38

817

21.5

8

2505

65.9

3330

87.6

20129

37.3

999

130598

241.8

151726

281.0

Initiated debates
(ID)
Row Labels

Shiv Sena
Nationalist Congress
Party
Communist Party of
India (Marxist)
All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
Indian National Congress
Yuvajana Sramika Rythu
Congress Party
Telugu Desam Party
Bharatiya Janata Party
Telangana Rashtra
Samithi
Biju Janata Dal
Rashtriya Janata Dal
Samajwadi Party
Lok Jan Shakti Party
All India Trinamool
Congress
National

MPs

Questions

ID + PMB + Qns

Total

Average

Total

Average

10488

616.9

11404

670.8

Source: PRS India
Only those political parties with more than 5 Members were considered for this analysis

PreSense congratulates all the top performers.
We have already announced the Sansad Maha Ratna Guidelines for the 16 th Lok Sabha.
Please click the link.
http://www.sansadratna.in/2018/07/sansad-maha-ratna-awards-2019-guidelines.html
By K. Srinivasan, Publisher & Managing Editor

Saluting the forgotten hero Shri Arya
Bhashyam, who hoisted the Indian flag at
Fort St. George, Madras in 1932.
https://tinyurl.com/y9oz2yf6
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Nation
Kerala Floods and the Gadgil Report
August 2018 will remain a dark month for the state of Kerala, which experienced the worst
floods in a long time. Heavy showers flooded the 39 dams of the state, compelling the state
machinery to open 34 of them. The water swept the hills and low-lying areas across the
state, causing landslides, building
collapses, inundation of low-lying
areas and houses, and trapping
many residents in flash floods.
There have been deaths, loss of
shelter and possessions and
difficult times because of nonavailability of the facility to buy
food and water. Kerala has
reported
massive
landslides,
damage
of
thousands
of
kilometres (km) of roads and
caving in of houses and shelters.
Loss of lives are running into
several hundreds.
Even as the state is still struggling to limp back to normalcy, many realise that man’s
insensitive encroachment and destruction of the sensitive regions of the Western Ghats that
skirt the coastal state, has been attributed as cause for this catastrophe.
As early as the year 2011, The Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel (WGEEP) in its report,
had warned and cautioned the Government to take immediate action to protect the Western
Ghats against destruction in the name of development. The Panel, popularly known as the
Gadgil Committee, was headed by Madhav Gadgil, ecologist and founder of the Centre for
Ecological Sciences at the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore.
The Panel impressed on the following in its recommendations:






protection of around 1,30,000 sq. km of sensitive environmental areas, classified as
ecologically sensitive zones (ESZs) of three grades, depending on the sensitivity. This
stretch is spread over the 6 states of Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala and
Tamil Nadu.
ban of some new mining and quarrying projects, and closing down of some of the
existing ones after the lease period.
ban of new hydroelectric projects in the extra sensitive zones.
involvement of the local communities and ‘gram panchayats’ in the decision-making and
governance of the local development work, to ensure best interests.

The Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India, as well as the State
Government however, rejected the recommendations, saying they were against the interest
of development of the areas. Instead another Committee was constituted under Shri
Kasturirangan, a space scientist. This report was deemed to be a watered-down version of
the Gadgil Report. But it was also rejected.
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The
natural
fallout
of
this
negligence
is
excessive
deforestation, causing soil erosion.
This eroded topsoil flowed into the
dam reservoirs, and settled as silt,
reducing the storage levels by
about 22%, as reported by the
Indian
Institute
of
Science,
Bengaluru after a study conducted by the Institute. Encroachment in the form of human
settlements on the mountain slopes and catchment areas of rivers, and excessive quarrying,
has caused the areas to be vulnerable to the vagaries of nature. These topographic changes
have also caused changes in the climatic conditions, leading to abnormally heavy rainfall
within a short period.

He attributed the calamity to the
irresponsible Environment Policy of the
Government, not heeding the sensitive
balance of the environment that needed to
be guarded and protected.

Mr Madhav Gadgil was in the news spotlight recently after the Kerala catastrophe. He
attributed the calamity to the irresponsible Environment Policy of the Government, and not
heeding the sensitive balance of the environment that needed to be guarded and protected.
He said it was not even a matter of accepting or rejecting the recommendations. If there
was just good governance, a disaster of this proportion could have been avoided.
By Susan Koshy, Editor-in-Chief

Cartoon Festival 2018 – Eminent Cartoonists Honoured at Raipur

Shri Manoj Kureel (photo on left) and Shri Vishnu Pandurang Akulwar (photo on right) receiving Awards from Dr Raman
Singh. Also in the photo Shri Triambak Sharma on the left of the Chief Guest.

Cartoon Festival 2018 was organised by Cartoon Watch, the only cartoon magazine in India,
with Shri Triambak Sharma as Editor. (Shri Triambak Sharma is part of the Editorial Team
of your eMagazine PreSense).
During this Festival, two eminent cartoonists, Shri Manoj Kureel (Noida) and Shri Vishnu
Pandurang Akulwar (Nagpur) were honoured with Lifetime Achievement Awards, presented
by Dr Raman Singh, Hon’ble Chief Minister of the state of Chhattisgarh.
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History
Floyd Schmoe, The Good Samaritan
for War-Stricken Hiroshima
August 6th and 9th mark the days of mournful
and solemn remembrance for the world and
especially the Japanese people who lost
millions of their kin to the impact and effects of
the atomic bombing in the cities of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki during the Second World War
(WWII) in 1945.
The two cities were
devastated and reduced to ruins and ash. The
people had to rebuild their lives from scratch.
Floyd Schmoe, an American by birth and
residence, is a name revered and respected by
the Japanese. This is because of the active
role he played in their lives post-WWII. Coming
from a family with strong moral and religious
values, Schmoe professed non-violence, and
was a naturalist and a humanitarian. Right
from a young age, he passionately loved and
cared for Mother Nature, and took care of warstricken and calamity-affected people.
When Schmoe came to know of the devastation of the two cities in Japan after the atomic
bombings, he was shocked. He felt “it was an atrocity, even in warfare”, and that merely
apologising was not good enough. He said, “If I went to Japan and said, ‘I’m sorry’, they
would have kicked me out. But if I went with my own money, and with my own hands built
a house for a survivor, they would understand”.
Thus, Schmoe visited Hiroshima when he got the opportunity in 1948. Viewing the
damages, he set up a volunteer home-building work camp, naming the project “Houses for
Hiroshima”. Returning home to USA, he raised funds from his friends, and the following
year, he set sail for Japan, equipped with building material for the homes to be built, and
food and medical supplies for the Hiroshima hospital, and with three other volunteer
Americans. In Hiroshima, he, along with many other Japanese volunteers, went on to build
homes for the homeless in the ruined city. Schmoe’s “Houses for Hiroshima” project helped
build 20 houses in Hiroshima and 12 houses in Nagasaki. These houses were multi-units and
community houses, sheltering nearly 100 families.
In 1983, the city of Hiroshima recognised Floyd Schmoe as an honorary citizen of
Hiroshima. He had also received Japan’s highest civilian honour.
This spectacular contribution by Schmoe to Hiroshima is not a one-off gesture to humanity.
His entire life was dedicated to preserving nature, and helping humanity, especially those
afflicted by war and calamity. Floyd Schmoe died at a ripe age of 105 years in his home in
America.
by Susan Koshy, Editor in Chief
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