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From the Desk of Editor-in-Chief 
   
 
Greetings from all of us @ The Editorial Team to our readers. 

 

The world commemorated June 5th as the World Environment Day. 

However, the subject is of perennial and universal relevance. Its criticality 

in the present era must not be undermined. Evidences of the havoc that 

negligence to the environment has caused, in the form of climatic 

catastrophes and health threats, all point to a disastrous ending to life and 

the earth.  

 

Our cover story examines the impact of negligence to the environment by 

mankind. We need to be aware that we are responsible for, and are victims of the damage 

to environment.  The editorial too impresses upon the need to heed the forces of nature and 

the environment with reverence, and not take them for granted. Our mascot, Prince could 

not have put in across better when he implores to save the environment in order to save 

oneself, if not for any other reason. 

 

Historical accounts and evidences point to an interesting relationship between the nation of 

Korea and India. The article on the Indo-Korean Connect explains this. 

 

PreSense had been busy in July with more than just preparing the monthly issue.  Four 

students from a college in the town of Virudhunagar in Tamil Nadu were on a four-week 

apprenticeship programme for basic training in digital journalism, under one of the 

initiatives of PreSense, viz DiJAI (Digital Journalists’ Association of India). A one-day 

workshop on “Securing the Digital India” was organised on July 28th in Chennai by DiSAI 

(Digital Securities Association of India), another initiative of PreSense. And finally, PreSense 

is pleased to announce the release of the guidelines for the Sansad Maha Ratna Awards 

2019, after approval by the Jury Committee of the Sansad Ratna Awards, another initiative 

of PreSense. Yes, PreSense has been busy recently through its initiatives, and for good 

reasons. We have included reports summarising these events, in this month’s PreSense. 

 

I hope you will enjoy this edition. Please share your feedback with us at 

editor@corpezine.com.  Your feedback is important to us. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please download in PDF format from the link below, 
the third edition of the Digest titled PreSense130,  

containing select articles from 130 issues of the ezine PreSense.  
 

http://www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense130  

mailto:editor@corpezine.com
http://www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense130
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Editorial 

Thrills and Chills – at What Cost? 

During the first week of July 2018, 12 teenage boys from a local football club in Thailand, 

along with their young football coach, ventured into a cave after their football practice 

session. However, sudden bad weather flooded 

the entrance of the cave, pushing the team 

further inside till they reached some higher 

ground inside but were trapped without relief.  

It took 17 days of physical and mental trauma, 

1000 rescuers from 18 countries, the death of 

a Thai Naval Seal during the rescue mission, 

high risk, innumerable moments of uncertainty 

and an undeclared amount of money to get 

the boys and the coach out.  These boys 

undertook this risky adventure when the 

country was in the middle of its monsoon 

season and there was reportedly a signage outside the cave, warning visitors that it was 

prone to flash flooding.  

 

In March 2018, a team of about 39 trekkers went 

trekking in the forest hills in Theni in South India and 

got trapped in a sudden forest fire. Ten trekkers were 

reported dead in the fire. There were conflicting 

reports that the trekkers ventured without obtaining 

the permission of the forest rangers, that the forest 

authorities had illegally issued permission to them, 

that the trekkers had deviated from the designated 

track, that some careless local farmers had started the 

fire, and that the rescue mission was inordinately 

delayed. Whatever might have been the reason, it is 

understood that during the months of March, April and 

May, the highland forest ranges are dry and prone to 

fast-spreading forest fires and permission for trekking 

was normally not given for those months.  

 

These two unfortunate incidents caution us of the current trend, often capitalised and even 

exploited by professional organisers of corporate adventure tours, to explore and venture 

into activities that challenge one’s known capability, to experience the adrenalin rush. While 

challenges are healthy, one must respect and heed warnings and caution, especially when it 

relates to forces of nature. Flash flooding and fires are nature’s forces that cannot be 

predicted accurately and it pays to be safe than sorry.  

 

After years of uninhibited mushrooming of constructions, excessive removal of sand from 

river beds, deforestation to accommodate concrete structures, and overpopulation, Chennai 

experienced catastrophic floods a few years ago. The unusual natural calamities that are 

occurring across the globe is enough proof that nature is not to be taken lightly or treated 

with disdain.  Time and again, nature has proven to be the all-powerful element on earth 

and in life. If we do not take it seriously, we are bound to face its fury. 
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Simple but reckless acts in our daily life can also prove to be disastrous if we do not discern 

the risks and threats involved. Taking a selfie atop a rock near gushing waves or near a 

speeding train, is ignoring the natural laws and forces in life. With this daredevil attitude 

comes headstrong recklessness and indiscipline instead of sense and sensibility. That is why 

some irresponsible ad promos, like the one featuring a popular cricket celebrity promoting a 

popular brand, can mislead fans and impulsive youngsters to believe that it is alright to 

break rules that were laid in the first place for societal order.  

 

Celebrities must realise that they have 

obligatory social responsibility even while 

accepting big money. They must realise that 

what is ‘reel’ to them is ‘real’ for many 

starry-eyed youngsters who dote and ape 

their idols in life. In this specific 

advertisement, the sports celebrity “dares” to 

pull the chain of the train to get off to “find 

his own way”.  The message that goes with it 

says “make a bold move” to move ahead in life  

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XM44uAij9R4). The accompanying disclaimer that it is 

an offence to pull the chain of the train, does little to diffuse the potential negative 

influence.   

 

Instead, if every celebrity consciously resolves to promote only such promos and messages 

of goodwill and which reprimand offences, it would certainly instil a positive influence on the 

viewers and fans.  One South Indian actor set the example of conveying a positive message 

while promoting a particular brand of a light bulb.  In the ad promo, the actor is seen 

reprimanding a foul act of cheating, and advocating honesty and fair play.  

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ka_KNTNfR1U).  

 

Let a new trend and motto take over the world – one that professes “It pays to be good”.  

 

 

By Susan Koshy, Editor-in-Chief 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrities must realise that they 

have obligatory social 

responsibility even while accepting 

big money. They must realise that 

what is ‘reel’ to them is ‘real’ for 

many starry-eyed youngsters who 

dote and ape their idols in life. 

Digital Security Association of India (DiSAI)  

Opens Up Membership 
 

DiSAI, one of the initiatives of this eMagazine PreSense, has opened up membership 

from 1st August 2018 onwards for digital security professionals and IT students.  

Details are available in the site www.disai.in.   You can also contact info@disai.in  

V. Rajendran, Editor, PreSense and Chairman, DiSAI 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XM44uAij9R4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ka_KNTNfR1U
http://www.disai.in/
mailto:info@disai.in
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Cover Story 
 

Earth’s Precious Environment – Threats and Mitigation 

 

(Since our June 2018 issue was dedicated to the Sansad Ratna Awards, this story is 

published in the July 2018 edition, in view of the importance of its theme – Editor) 

 

Humans and all living beings instinctively want to live as long as possible and as 

comfortably as possible. For this, the nascent environment of Earth which creates and 

sustains life on this planet, must be maintained without degradation. The present day global 

warming, climatic changes, and trillions of tonnes of plastic wastes floating in the oceans 

are serious signals alerting mankind to change their life styles, and the Governments to 

regulate the environmental balance scientifically.  

 

Environmental Threats 

 

Climatic changes and the resultant extreme weather conditions are cited as the top 

concerns. Adverse climatic changes are increasing the frequency and intensity of natural 

calamities like droughts, wildfires, heat waves, rainstorms, tropical cyclones, and 

hurricanes, explains the Scientific American, a popular American science magazine. This can 

lead to disrupted food production, and famines. The carbon dioxide level in the atmosphere 

has increased from 280 parts per million to 400 parts per million in the last 150 years, due 

to excessive burning of fossil fuels, intensive agriculture, and other human activities. This 

has also resulted in an increase in the global temperature by one degree Celsius when 

compared to that at the pre-industrial level. This rise in temperature has also raised sea 

levels upto 4 feet since 2010, and caused Arctic ice caps to shrink, says NASA. 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/yes-some-extreme-weather-can-be-blamed-on-climate-change/
https://climate.nasa.gov/effects/
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Tropospheric ozone depletion, caused by CFCs (chlorofluorocarbons) used in aerosol sprays, 

packing materials and refrigerants, etc, increases the levels of emission of greenhouse 

gases, traps heat and results in global warming.  NASA has recorded that temperatures 

have risen by 1.70F since 1880, with a corresponding decrease by 13% per decade in Arctic 

ice cover, and about a 7-inch increase in sea levels over the last 100 years.  

 

Increase in pollution levels has caused loss in biodiversity due to extinction of species, 

and this is considered a threat not just for the environment but also for the global economy. 

An alarming rate of extinction of species is happening worldwide. The human induced rate 

of death of species is estimated to range from as slow a rate as 1,000 times, to as rapid a 

rate as 10,000 times the normal rate, reports the World Wildlife Fund (WWF). Greater 

preservation tactics and strategies are needed with laws put into place, to protect species. 

Intensive agriculture, unsustainable fishing, wildlife poaching, habitat degradation and 

destruction, acid rain, and climate change are threatening thousands of species. 

 

Air, water, and land pollution has been named in the Global Risks Report 2018 as one of 

the prominent threats to environment. Ninety-two percent of the world population lives in 

areas with polluted air which causes 11.6% of global recorded deaths, points out World 

Health Organisation (WHO). The quality of atmospheric air is particularly bad in cities, and 

this situation is going to worsen as more people move to cities. Plastic pollution is so high 

that micro-plastic is found in 83% of tap-water in the world. Chemical pollution from 

agriculture and industries is another problem where plants and animals are killed or affected 

by toxins.  

  

Water crisis: All the continents are 

affected by water shortage. We must 

remember that although 70% of 

Earth's surface is covered by water, 

only 2.5% is fresh water that people, 

plants and animals can use to survive. 

Water shortage does occur due to 

physical lack of water, but in most 

cases, it is due to careless overuse.  

 

Central Asia, the Arab world, parts of 

China, India, and the western parts of 

the United States suffer from water 

shortage. This can have devastating 

social and economic consequences. 

This can also lead to conflicts among 

people. In most places, the problem is 

more that of mismanagement, than a 

real lack of water. This therefore, is a 

problem that can be scientifically 

resolved. 

 

Contamination of fresh water used for household needs, as well as pollution of rivers, 

lakes, and reservoirs, also rank high on the list of environmental concerns. There are 

scientifically set standards to ensure the quality of drinking water to protect public health, 

by limiting the levels of various contaminants like micro-organisms, disinfectants and their 

by-products, and inorganic compounds. The respective governments must take steps to 

implement them in the right spirit. 

https://climate.nasa.gov/
http://wwf.panda.org/about_our_earth/biodiversity/biodiversity/
http://www.who.int/airpollution/en/
http://www.who.int/airpollution/en/
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A growing world population is an obvious threat to the environment. Consumption by an 

increasing population adversely affects the supply-demand balance of natural resources. It 

is observed that the annual requirement of renewable goods for humans, needs one and 

half years to produce! 

 

Deforestation: Global Risks Report 2018 notes that in 2016, 29.7 million hectares of 

forests were cut down. The remaining forests which cover 30% of the land are not protected 

either.  This leads to loss not just of biomass and plant species, but also of the habitats of 

animals. Deforestation is the driver of climate change as trees that normally absorb carbon 

dioxide and balance the optimum proportion of gases in the atmosphere, are no longer 

there. When a region loses its biodiversity, it becomes more vulnerable to other 

environmental elements. Deforestation also disrupts the natural balance of ecological 

systems in the area where the trees have been harvested. Food production can be impacted 

due to drought, and erosion is directly linked to the loss of forests. 

 

Rain forests cover only 2% of land but support 50% of its species. Yet, in tropical forests, 

the area of rainforests cleared is the maximum, and most of it is export driven. Every year, 

an area of rainforest the size of Chennai city is cut down and destroyed. 

 

Soil degradation is caused by soil erosion, soil compaction (moisture deprivation) and 

application of agricultural chemicals. Erosion of soil can happen due to wind or water, when 

the protective cover of forests and other vegetation is removed, and the topsoil is lost. Soil 

compaction occurs due to over-grazing, and heavy tillage, which is a characteristic part of 

industrial agriculture, explains Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO). As a consequence, 

the soil loses its fertility and porosity, when the topsoil, rich in minerals that are necessary 

to nourish micro flora, plants, trees, and crops for their growth and survival, is lost. Soils 

become compacted, affecting the hydrology of the area. American Scientist, an American 

science and technology magazine, points out that it takes 1000 years to form 3 centimetres 

of topsoil. And we are recklessly ruining it! 

 

Land degradation affects 1.5 billion people around the world, according to the United 

Nations (UN). It is brought about by excessive farming, grazing, clearing of forests, and 

logging. Extreme degradation leads to desertification due to which 12 million hectares 

become unproductive annually. 

 

Land misuse: Changes that result in replacing natural vegetation with urban sprawl and 

farms lead to habitat destruction, fragmentation, lack of free space for people and more 

carbon emissions. 

 

Endangerment of species, animal and plant extinction, coral bleaching, introduction 

of invasive species and poaching all result in loss of natural animal habitats. The world is 

currently experiencing its sixth extinction event driven by human activities, reports 

the World Wildlife Fund (WWF). It is estimated to be 1000-10,000 times faster than natural 

extinction rates, and each year 200-2000 species go extinct in various parts of the 

world. Mother Nature Network (MNN, world’s leading source of environmental news) 

reports that 38% of all land animals and 81% of fresh water vertebrates went extinct 

between 1970 to 2012, due to habitat loss and land degradation. 

 

Fishing and its effect on marine ecosystems: Many forms of fishing like blast fishing, 

cyanide fishing, bottom trawling, whaling, and over-fishing have had an adverse effect on 

aquatic life.  

 

https://www.worldwildlife.org/threats/deforestation
https://greenliving.lovetoknow.com/What_is_Deforestation
http://www.fao.org/soils-portal/soil-degradation-restoration/global-soil-health-indicators-and-assessment/soil-heath-physical/en/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/only-60-years-of-farming-left-if-soil-degradation-continues/
http://www.un.org/en/events/desertificationday/background.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/events/desertificationday/background.shtml
https://greenliving.lovetoknow.com/Coral_Reef_Destruction
https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/plants/main.shtml
http://wwf.panda.org/about_our_earth/biodiversity/biodiversity/
http://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/wilderness-resources/blogs/11-startling-stats-about-earths-disappearing-wildlife
http://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/wilderness-resources/blogs/11-startling-stats-about-earths-disappearing-wildlife
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Other pollution issues: Light pollution and noise pollution can affect the quality of life, 

health and behaviour. Light pollution upsets the natural biological clocks and also affects 

migratory birds, insects, and even aquatic life. 

 

Ecosystem destruction: Shrinking habitats such as aquaculture, estuaries, shellfish 

protection, landscaping, and wetlands are responsible for species loss, and can be protected 

through ecological restoration. Although global initiatives like the Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD), signed by nearly 200 countries are aimed at protecting the ecosystems, 

a scientific review in 2016 found that nearly half of the habitats is still severely threatened. 

 

Toxins: Toxic chemicals are used in industry, agriculture, laboratories, hospitals, waste 

management systems and even residential homes, and include chlorofluorocarbons, heavy 

metals, pesticides, herbicides, toxic waste, PCB (polychlorinated biphenyl), DDT (Dichloro 

Diphenyl Trichloroethane), bio-accumulation, endocrine disruptors, asbestos. These can also 

arise from poorly implemented safety measures and hazardous waste management, 

affecting the quality of the atmosphere and the environment. 

 

Turning Concern into Remedial Action 

 

The present and urgent need is for the media, the public, the government and the scientific 

communities to focus the concerns that Earth is currently facing. Many of the concerns are 

interconnected, following the web of life. As increasing evidence shows the devastating 

effect humans have on the environment, more people must take steps to protect the 

environment and educate others. The State Governments must also proactively implement 

immediate measures to save Earth’s environment, for example, impressing upon the use of 

renewable energy for home and business, effecting energy efficiency, and avoiding fossil 

fuel use, to mitigate climate change and protect the environment. 

 

Carbon footprint: A carbon footprint is the amount of carbon emission each person creates 

out of any of his activity.  Individuals can reduce this footprint and their effect on the 

environment, through use of renewable energy sources (solar power, geothermal heat 

pumps), recycling, and sustainable living. 

 

 

Environmental protection and preservation of the planet is the responsibility of every 

individual and community on Earth. Identify a concern of interest from the above list to take 

action on a personal and household level, society level and Governmental level, to have an 

impact on the planet and to educate every member in the community on environmental 

issues. Every one of us have a duty to leave a liveable Earth, to our next generation. 

 

 

Environmental protection and preservation of the planet is the responsibility of every 

individual and community on Earth. Let us identify one item of concern from the above list, 

to act at a personal level, household level, society level and Governmental level, to bring 

about a positive impact on the planet, and educate every member in the community on 

environmental issues. Every one of us has a duty to leave a liveable Earth for our next 

generation. 

 

By Dr R Jagannathan, Editorial Advisor 

 

 

 

 

          Annual CO2 Footprint 
1. A car giving 15 km/lit, covering a distance of 20 km daily:      4.3 tonnes 
2. Consuming 30 grams of meat every day      0.8 tonnes 

3. Resources needed for a new pair of pants + a new shirt    1.0 tonne 
4. Resources needed to make one dining table with 6 chairs    2.0 tonnes 
5. Flight from Chennai to Delhi        2.2 tonnes 
6. Every one load of clothes in a dryer       0.1 tonne 

https://greenliving.lovetoknow.com/Types_of_Pollution
https://www.cbd.int/convention/
https://www.cbd.int/convention/
https://phys.org/news/2016-12-global-habitat-loss-rampant-earth.html
https://greenliving.lovetoknow.com/why-is-it-important-conserve-electricity
https://greenliving.lovetoknow.com/Non_Renewable_Resources
https://greenliving.lovetoknow.com/Non_Renewable_Resources
https://greenliving.lovetoknow.com/What_Is_the_Average_Carbon_Footprint
https://greenliving.lovetoknow.com/Ways_to_Protect_the_Environment
https://greenliving.lovetoknow.com/Ways_to_Protect_the_Environment
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Taking Care of Mother Earth is not just a Responsibility –  
It is a Privilege! 

 

Sansad Maha Ratna Guidelines announced 

 

Ten Ways to go Green at the Individual Level 
 

 Fix leaky taps. Every time you brush your teeth - close the tap when the 

brush is on your mouth! Every drop of water is precious. 

 Do not pour acids and detergents unnecessarily into toilets. This will 

destroy the essential bacteria and microorganisms. 

 Reduce the usage of car and other fossil fueled private vehicles by car 

pooling and using public transport modes. 

 Use lights and fans only where you are in a house and only when you need 

them. 

 Buy vegetables fresh for that day’s use only. Do not store them in large 

quantities. 

 Use air-conditioner only when needed. Cooling one degree less is saving 

one tree per year. 

 Try bicycling for short distances. 

 Recycle whatever is possible at your home front. 

 Try to compost your perishable wastes. It is very easy. 

 Avoid plastics. 
 

 

 

Sansad Ratna Awards is one of the initiatives of your ezine PreSense.  Since 

March 2006, PreSense has been honouring outstanding Parliamentarians with the 

Sansad Ratna Awards.  The 9th edition of the Sansad Ratna Awards was held at IIT 

Madras on 9th June 2018, and the June 2018 issue of PreSense covered this event 

exclusively. 

 

The current 16th Lok Sabha will complete its term by May 2019.  PreSense will honour the 
‘champions of champions’ of the 16th Lok Sabha with the ‘Sansad Maha Ratna Awards’.  The 
thrree Jury Committee Members of eminent Parliamentarians will nominate the Awardees in 
a transparent selection process.  The Awards will be presented after the conclusion of the 
final Session of the 16th Lok Sabha, but before the announcement of the General Elections. 
For more details, please visit: 
 
http://www.sansadratna.in/2018/07/sansad-maha-ratna-awards-2019-guidelines.html  
 
 
 

 

http://www.sansadratna.in/2018/07/sansad-maha-ratna-awards-2019-guidelines.html
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Ancient Indian Wisdom 

Indo-Korean Connect Through Ayodhya 

In the backdrop of the recent visit of the South 

Korean President to India, it is interesting to note 

that history traces strong links between India and 

Korea. Dating back to the year 48 CE (Common Era), 

one of the famous kings of Korea, King Kim Suro, 

who started the Kara Dynasty, married the Indian 

princess of Ayodhya.  She became the queen of 

Korea and took on the name, Hwang Huh.  History 

records that Queen Huh was a princess in the 

kingdom of her father, the king of Ayodhya. It is 

believed that the king of Ayodhya, on receiving a 

divine revelation, sent her on a long sea voyage to 

the Kara kingdom in southern Korea to marry King Suro. 

 

The Kara clan, of which King Kim Suro was the first king, comprises about two-third the 

population of Korea.  The children of King Kim Suro and Queen Huh, formed the Kim Hae 

Kim clan and took on the surname of Huh from their queen mother of Indian origin. Today, 

there are 6 million Huh descendants of the Korea-India lineage spread across the world. 

Much of the information relating to this lineage is recorded in the Korean history book, 

“Sam Kuk Yusa” i.e. “History of Three Kingdoms”, written in the 11th century. 

 

In the year 2001, the mayors of Ayodhya and 

Kim-Hae City (in South Korea) signed a 

“Sister City Bond”, and a monument in 

commemoration of the ancient ties between 

Korea and Ayodhya, was erected in Ayodhya.  

The international President of the Huh clan, 

Professor B.M.Kim made an official ceremonial 

visit to Ayodhya to install a plaque affirming 

their ancient royal lineage with Ayodhya.   

This plaque was shipped all the way from 

Korea and is a place of pilgrimage for the six 

million descendants of this lineage. The lines 

inscribed on the plaque trace the origin of the 

historical ties, to the middle of the first 

century CE.  The plaque also states that 

according to Sam Kuk Yusa, the ancient history book of Korea, Queen Huh, wife of 

legendary King Suro, who founded the Kara Kingdom, was born in Ayodhya.   

 

Later in 2004, the Korean government declared Ayodhya as the sister city of Kim-Hae City, 

and another monument in the memory of Queen Huh was erected there.  

 

By Susan Koshy, Editor-in-Chief  

(with input from the book, “Ayodhya – War and Peace”  

by D.K.Hari & D.K.Hema Hari, Founders, Bharath Gyan) 
 

 

History Book, Sam Kuk Yusa  

Statues - King Suro and Queen Huh 
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PreSense Initiative 

DiSAI Workshop on ‘Securing the Digital India’ 

Digital Security Association of India (DiSAI), one of the initiatives of this ezine PreSense 

organised a one-day Workshop on “Securing the Digital India”.  Hon’ble Justice Mr.  R. 

Subramanian, Judge, Madras High Court, 

inaugurated the workshop. In his address, 

he highlighted the ramification of 

individual privacy in India.  Quoting the 

landmark judgement of the apex court 

declaring privacy as a fundamental right, 

he said it had been reiterated several 

times that freedom of expression was 

always subject to reasonable restrictions.  

He added that the freedom of expression 

of any individual should not cause 

invasion into another’s privacy.   

 

Dr P.V. Kumaraguru, Deputy Director of 

the Guru Nanak College, Chennai, in his keynote address, elaborated on the techno-legal 

issues involved in digital security and detailed the subjects associated with it, viz. artificial 

intelligence and big data analysis. 

 

Experts in the field of digital security, such as cyber law, cyber security, network 

technology, social networking sites and cyber-crime investigation, shared their knowledge 

during the various sessions in the day. The well-known cyber law expert, Shri Naa 

Vijayashankar discussed the draft of the Personal Data Protection Bill that had been 

submitted by the Sri Krishna Commission to the Central Government the previous day. 

 

In the panel discussion that followed, the panellists, Mr Badri Seshadri and Mr Logesh Babu 

discussed the Data Privacy related issues in India as compared to those of the western 

world like General Data Protection Regulations in UK. In the post-lunch session, there was a 

panel discussion on ‘Cyber Crimes: a 360-Degree Overview’.  Additional Superintendent of 

Police, Ms. Lavanya spoke about the current status of cyber-crimes in the state while senior 

cyber law advocate, Mr Karthikeyan spoke about the various provisions of the Information 

Technology Act and other related legal provisions. Shri Karruppuswamy from Jesuit 

Technologies presented the network related issues.   

 

There were two short informative sessions on ‘Digital Evidences’ and ‘Nuances of a Mobile 

Phone’.  In the valedictory session, Dr R Nataraj, IPS, Director-General of Police (Retired) 

and sitting Member of the State Legislative Assembly, shared his experiences with cyber-

crime cases and added that the future was going to be completely digital, and hence, every 

digital user should be made aware about digital security for his own security. 

 

 

by V.Rajendran, Editor 

 
 
 

Hon’ble Justice Mr R Subramanian,  
Judge, Madras High Court,  

Inaugurating the Workshop 
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PreSense Initiative  
 

Apprenticeship for Digital Journalism 
Through ‘Conference Calls’ – A Unique Experiment 

 

Four girl students who volunteered from the Virudhunagar Hindu Nadars’ Senthikumara 

Nadar College (VHNSNC), Virudhunagar, Tamil Nadu, were trained in a four-week 

apprenticeship programme on 

Digital Journalism, under the 

mentorship of Mr K.Srinivasan, 

Managing Editor and Publisher, 

PreSense and Ms Susan Koshy, 

Editor-in-Chief, PreSense.  A 

workshop on Digital Journalism 

under the DiJAI initiative, was 

earlier held in March 2018 at 

Sivakasi, where the four students 

were participants.  

 

The students, Ms S.K.Sujittha, Ms U.Rakshana, Ms K.Abirami and Ms S.Bhavani were given 

weekly assignments to write stories and reports. The students submitted four articles in the 

course of the four weeks, and these were critically scrutinised by the mentors and discussed 

with the students as feedback on an individual basis, in a conference call with them, lasting 

over an hour.  The weekly assignments started off with an unguided exercise to write a 

report, and then they graduated to researched reports on themes and topics of local 

relevance and interest to their hometown, Virudhunagar. The students were then assigned 

the dual role of writer, and editor of their peers’ writings, to gain experience in both creative 

research and writing, as well as in evaluating others’ writings. The mentors guided them by 

pointing out errors in their articles. They were given tips and suggestions for qualitative 

improvement in their expression and presentation.  

 

At the end of the apprenticeship, the students emerged more confident as digital journalists, 

and their experience has inspired them to pursue further studies in digital journalism and 

achieve their dream in this career line. Their experience, which they shared with their peers, 

has apparently motivated many of the other students, who expressed interest in similar 

opportunities to hone their skills in digital journalism. The trained students have given 

positive feedback and all of them aim to become either full-time or part-time digital 

journalists. 

 

Digital Journalists Association of India (DiJAI) is one of the initiatives of PreSense to 

enhance skills in digital journalism.  This was a unique experiment in which the students 

were trained for four weeks, using social media tools and conference calls.   With the 

success of this pilot project, DiJAI and PreSense is working out similar ‘remote training 

programmes’ to train interested students.   

 

PreSense welcomes suggestions on this initiative.  Please mail to editor@corpezine.com 

 

 

by Susan Koshy, Editor-in-Chief 
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