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From the Desk of Editor-in-Chief 
 

 

Greetings from all of us @ The Editorial Team to all our readers. 

 

We are going through a trying period of unrest and violence in the 

country, apparently instigated by mischievous elements, and propelled 

by mob mentality among our own fellow citizens who are misinformed 

and emotionally charged. The Editorial this month is also emotionally 

charged, hopefully for good reason as we endeavour to drive home the 

point in a non-violent manner that violence even in the name of 

democracy and constitutional rights, is NOT OK. 

 

Our Cover Story is about the daily concern for most of us smartphone 

users. It discusses the risk of hacking of our smartphone for theft of data for various 

reasons. It also suggests ways in which we can try to safeguard our devices against this 

menace and threat. 

 

The recent Delhi elections have brought the erstwhile ruling political party and Chief Minister 

back in power. The article explains the reasons that have contributed to the thumping 

victory, viz. positive propaganda and campaigning. 

 

NGPL, one of the initiatives of the eMagazine, held a day-long workshop at Chennai, 

bringing together some senior and aspiring political leaders on a common platform for much 

learning through debate and discussion. We bring you a report. 

 

Prince marks his presence with his witty liner.  

 

I hope you will enjoy this edition. Please share your feedback with us at 

editor@corpezine.com.  Your feedback is important to us. 

 

 
Downloads 

  
 

Download: 

www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense150 

 

 

Download: 

www.prpoint.com/ezine/initiatives 

Earlier Editions of your eMagazine, PreSense: https://www.corpezine.com 

mailto:editor@corpezine.com
http://www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense150
http://www.prpoint.com/ezine/initiatives
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Editorial 
 

Violence – The Beginning of the End 
 

As the fear of the Corona Virus Disease 2019 (COVID-2019) epidemic seizes the whole 

world, another type of fear is seizing India – the fear of an unhealthy mob mentality and its 

reactions based on mischievous provocation by insensitive radicals in the political and social 

circles. The result is violent and fatal outbursts in pockets in the country. These violent 

provocations are taking up a communal complexion, leading to a dangerous trend of mobs 

taking law into their hands to ‘weed out’ out specific communities only because of their 

personal faiths. This is not the India that our freedom fighters had died for. This is not the 

India that the Constitution of India was drafted for. This is not the India that we dream of as 

we speak of our technological advancement, outer space pursuits, international harmony, 

economic progress and social upliftment. This is not the India that every peace-loving and 

law-abiding citizen dreams of and hopes to wake up to, every morning.  

 

The thing about a virus is that it starts as a microscopic invasion and if it is ignored and not 

arrested, it grows like a mob, spreading slowly but surely, taking lives as it suffocates the 

environment. The mob violence that happened in our country recently, has taken innocent 

lives, destroyed property and livelihoods and ruined the peace and tranquillity of the land in 

a couple of specific localities in the country’s capital city. If not arrested by the strong hand 

of the law enforcement and public/political restraint, it will threaten to grow like the virus to 

overtake the whole country, its economy, its peace, its people and its existence. And India 

has enough, if not too many, enemies with malicious intent, waiting to ignite this dangerous 

course.  

 

Today’s India looks at protests as a matter of right, and under that perception, the 

protestors resort to aggression, including stone-pelting and attacking the police. This is not 

democracy. This is violence and anti-nationalism. What is disheartening is that the youth of 

Image Courtesy: indianexpress.com 
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Why is there such insensitivity about 
the attacks on the policemen? 
Where are the human rights’ 

activists and forums?  
Why are they not reacting? 

the country both from colleges (even reputed ones) and outside, are involving themselves in 

violence and aggression in the name of democracy and citizens’ rights. As already 

emphasised in an earlier editorial carried by this eMagazine, rights always have their 

corresponding and equally important responsibilities. This is often ignored or slighted by 

these demanding protestors. Besides, many of the protestors are driven by emotions and 

provocations rather than intelligence and knowledge. The media is consciously or 

unconsciously instigating this unhealthy environment by their lop-sided and emotionally 

charged reporting. Attacking the law – the police or the armed forces – is an offence. The 

media ignores the violence on the police but points out attacks on the mobs by the police. 

Both the protestors and the media fail to realise that the police are our fellow citizens, just 

doing their duties. They too, like our working compatriots, leave home and their families for 

work and look forward to going back to their homes and families at the end of their shifts. 

Why is there such insensitivity about the attacks on the policemen? Where are the human 

rights’ activists and forums in this case? Why are they not reacting? 

 

What is happening in the country today is 

not right. We need to stop passing the 

blame on the politicians and the systems. 

We need to learn to behave ourselves 

and conduct ourselves appropriately and 

properly, before we point our finger at 

the failures of the system and the 

governance. As the familiar song learnt 

from school goes,  

 

“Oh! When I point my finger at my neighbour,  

There are three more pointing back at me!” 

 

We need to stop and take charge of ourselves first. If we are told that something is not 

right, we must verify for ourselves, using our knowledge, wisdom and reasoning if it is true, 

and if so, we must use legitimate avenues to protest – not take to the streets, 

inconveniencing our own fellow citizens, blocking traffic, hoping to catch the media camera 

and be on television, as is the trend these days – emotional outbursts voiced for the camera 

and the microphone. This tendency for violent protests must stop or we will soon face the 

beginning of the end of our democracy.  

 

by Susan Koshy, Editor-in-Chief 

 

 

PreSense is the eMagazine Partner to this event 

 

 

 

For more information, visit http://www.publicrelationscouncilofindia.com/  

 

 

http://www.publicrelationscouncilofindia.com/
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Cover Story 
 

Beware and Be Aware of Mobile Phone Vulnerability 
 

The smartphone has penetrated our daily life so much that 

one cannot now think of life without it. People use smart 

phones for the social media and other applications too.  It 

is a matter of constant debate as to what extent the data 

stored in smartphones are safe and protected from 

hacking. The reason for this concern is that every user is 

in the habit of downloading many mobile apps from 

different sources after ticking the mandatory ‘yes’ in order 

to do so, thereby providing permission to the app 

providers in most of the cases, to access all the files or 

data in the mobile.  

 

To understand the extent of the vulnerability of the smartphone to these mobile apps, 

PreSense Team consulted experts who highlighted the gravity of the matter. 

 

Hacking 

 

The hacker (generally called a security hacker, who is one who uses his technical skills to 

gain unauthorised access to systems or networks to commit a crime) can gain access to 

someone else’s mobile phone after identifying the vulnerabilities in the mobile phone.  

Experts opine that even branded mobile apps are safe only to the extent of about 80%.   

 

Rogue hackers can misuse the hacked phones to access the victim’s personal information 

and sell it to business vendors. They can also gain access to private and confidential 

information like photos for unethical exploitation.  

 

The Amazon billionaire, Jeff Bezos had his mobile phone ‘hacked’ in 2018 after receiving a 

WhatsApp message that had apparently been sent from the personal account of the Crown 

Prince of Saudi Arabia, according to the report published in  the Guardian.  The encrypted 

message from the number used by Mohammed bin Salman is believed to have included a 

malicious file that infiltrated the phone of the world’s richest man, according to the results 

of a digital forensic analysis.  Therefore, companies keep testing their applications and 

patching the loopholes to provide maximum safety.   

 

How are Malware Apps Planted? 

 

Experts say that it is safe to download apps from Google Play Store or App Stores (in the 

case of Apple phones). Unfortunately, mobile phone users tend to download various mobile 

applications from untrusted and unverified sources too. 

 

In case of apps installed from third party play stores, hackers are able to bind their malware 

app to the legitimate app and compromise the authenticity of the apps. Hackers can then 

remotely install their apps in target mobile phones through the IP address.  They take 

control of the targeted mobile device to perform any action like remotely making a call from 

it to others, accessing the camera, stealing data from the mobile phone, etc.  Since the 

victim will also be able to operate the mobile device, he might not be aware that his mobile 

is hacked and under the control of someone else.  

 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/saudiarabia
https://www.theguardian.com/world/mohammed-bin-salman
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How do Hackers Attack? 

 

There are several methods by which hackers attack the target 

device.  Some of the popular methods are: 

 

1. Sending a link through SMS.  When the victim clicks the link for 

access, the hacker gains control of the mobile phone. (See image). 

2. The hacker can install an app in the target device by gaining 

physical access of the phone.  It is therefore not safe to hand over 

the phone to a stranger. 

3. The hacker can access the target mobile through SIM card 

cloning, after gaining physical access to it. 

4. The hacker can make a call to the target device.  When the victim 

attends the call, the hacker is able to gain control of the mobile 

phone by clandestine installation of a malware at that time.  

 

Banking Applications in Mobile 

 

People use online payment apps for money transactions.  It would normally be difficult for 

the hacker to access the victim’s account unless the victim himself shares the 

password/PIN. If the mobile is hacked and brought under the control of hacker, then it is 

also possible for the hacker to transact through the banking apps after gaining access to the 

password if it is stored somewhere in the phone. Hackers are usually caught in action while 

making a transaction after hacking. 

 

Banks hire security professionals to find out possible vulnerabilities in their apps. Security 

experts admit that even in their endeavour to give maximum possible security to the world, 

100% safety and security in the cyber world is impossible. 

 

Ways to Find Out Whether the Mobile Phone is Hacked 

 

1. The users will observe unexpectedly poor performance in their device. The home page 

will have the icon of rogue apps.  

 

2. The user can install an app ‘No root firewall’ from Google Play Store and monitor the 

installed applications.  Internet security applications can also be installed. 

 

3. If the battery drains out fast, it may be an indication that it is bugged and someone is 

uploading the data from the mobile phone without the user’s knowledge. 

 

If the user finds that his mobile phone is hacked, he must take it immediately to a cyber 

security expert or the mobile manufacturer. 

 

Caution Against Selling Used Mobiles  

 

If the user intends to sell his used mobile phone, he should first re-format his mobile phone 

before the sale.  If the mobile phone contains any personal or private photos, then it is 

preferable not to sell it because each and every data is recoverable using ‘recovery tools’, 

including system logs, even after re-formatting.  If the user has any bank account that is 

accessible through the mobile phone, then too, it is better to re-format the mobile phone 

before selling the phone. The passwords of the bank accounts and email accounts should 

also be changed immediately.  
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How to Avoid Being Hacked  

 

1. Download mobile applications from Google Play Store or manufacturer’s authorised 

App Stores only.  Avoid downloading applications from third-party sources.  In 

‘settings’, disable ‘third party source’.  

2. Avoid pre-installed applications from third party sources.   

3. Do not click on links from unidentified sources.  Avoid accessing short URLs as they 

may take the user to malicious sites.  

4. Use stickers to cover the camera in the mobile when not 

in use. 

5. Do not allow anyone to scan the QR code from the 

mobile phone. It will result in compromising the 

WhatsApp privacy.  

6. Quick Response Code Login Jacking (also known as QRL 

Jacking) is a social engineering attack by which the 

attacker can hijack the session, affecting all applications 

that depend on the “Login with QR code” feature as a 

secure way to login to their respective accounts.   

7. Key-in the website URL directly into the browser to log 

in.  Logging in through text links received from unknown 

sources should be strictly avoided.  

8. Be aware of malicious emails received in the inbox (see 

image on right, as illustration).  Avoid clicking any link 

given there. 

9. Avoid giving the mobile device to any stranger. 

 

One can type one’s email ID in the following link: https://haveibeenpwned.com/ to check 

whether the email ID is included in any hacked websites’ database. 

 

Health Hazards of Excessive Mobile Phone Usage 

 

Incidentally, excessive use of the mobile phone has its health hazards.   

 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has adopted the limit of 1.6 watts per 

kilogram (1.6 W/kg) as safe exposure to radio frequency (RF) energy. This is known as SAR 

(Specific Absorption Rate). Any smart phone with a reading upto this SAR level is deemed 

‘safe’ for use. Even then, use of the phone for an extended time period is still hazardous to 

the health. 

 

The user can check the radiation level of the smart phone in terms of SAR by dialling a 

USSD code *#07#.  If the result shows SAR below 1.6 watts per kilogram (1.6 W/kg), then 

it is safe for use.  If the SAR value is higher, it is advisable to change the device 

immediately. Using such a phone with high SAR even for a limited time period is hazardous 

to health because of the high intensity of radiation. 

 

Conclusion 

 

With technology growing at such a fast pace, cyber-crimes are bound to grow at an even 

higher rate.  With technology here to stay, it is then the responsibility of every mobile 

phone user to ensure that his/her device is kept safe from the attack of hackers.  

 

by K. Srinivasan, Publisher and Managing Editor 

with input from V Pradhan, Ethical Hacker, Chennai. 

Types of Malicious Emails 

https://haveibeenpwned.com/
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Report 
 

NGPL Brings Together Young and Senior Leaders  
of All Political Parties on a Single Platform 

 

 
Main Speakers, Organisers and Participants of NGPL Workshop 

 

Next Gen Political Leaders (NGPL), a registered NGO organised a full-day workshop on 

'Communication and Personality Development for Young leaders' on February 15th 2020 at 

the Madras Management Association (MMA) Building, Chennai. Young political leaders and 

political aspirants belonging to various political parties participated. Even senior leaders 

from the parties participated to share their experience. The uniqueness of the workshop was 

that ideologically opposite leaders participated in a cordial manner, respecting each other’s 

views. NGPL is the fifth initiative of the monthly eMagazine PreSense, published by Prime 

Point Foundation. 
 

Smt. G Priyadarshini (National President of NGPL) and Sri Sridhar Raj (Executive President 

of Tamil Nadu Chapter) welcomed the gathering and shared the roadmap of NGPL. 
 

In the first session, Shri M Selvaraj, Member of Parliament (MP)(CPI) from Nagapattinam 

constituency and Dr Jayakumar, Congress MP from Thiruvallur constituency shared their 

knowledge about the functions of the Parliament. This session was moderated by Prime 

Point Srinivasan. 

 

Prime Point Srinivasan then took over the stage and made a presentation on ‘How to Build 

the Brand Image of Political Leaders’, followed by Shri V Rajendran (Chairman, Digital 

Security Association of India) and Shri Pradhan (Ethical Hacker) with their presentations on 

Cyber Security. 
 

In an open elocution competition managed by Smt Nandini Alagar of Congress Party, six 

participants presented their views on the topic, 'Expectations from the Youth in Politics'. The 

winner was Shri Rajesh. 
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In the penultimate session, Shri Ravindran Doraiswamy and Smt Bhanu Gomes (both 

political analysts) shared their views on the communication and speaking skills required by 

young leaders. Shri Nurullah, Senior Journalist moderated the session. 
 

In the final session, Shri D Kuppuramu (Senior Vice President of BJP, Tamil Nadu) and Dr 

VPB Paramasivam AIADMK Member of Legislative Assembly (MLA) from Vedasanthur 

constituency, shared their views and recommendations on how to grow in the political 

career. The session was moderated by Smt G Priyadarshni, National President of NGPL.   
 

Sri Hemanth Annadurai from DMK concluded the day’s programme with a Vote of Thanks. 
 

Around 70 young leaders from different political parties participated. Interestingly, Shri D 

Kuppuramu, Senior Vice President of BJP was present for the entire programme from 

morning till the end of the day, taking notes like any aspiring young participant.  He said, 

"Even though, I have nearly 40 years of political experience, I learn daily from everybody. 

This workshop has given me an opportunity to meet various young and senior leaders of all 

parties and learn from them. I continue to be a student of politics". 

 

by K.Srinivasan, Managing Editor 

 

 
 

Cartoon Watch Felicitates Cartoonists  
with Life Time Achievement Awards 

 

 
Left to Right: Prakash (Brother of Cartoonist Mohan, 
Posthumous), Mrityunjay, Narsim, M.S.Ramakrishna, Jayadev 
Babu and Shankar. 

  Chief Guest N. Baijendra Kumar, CMD, NMDC (left)  
  and Triambak Sharma, Editor Cartoon Watch 

 

Cartoon Watch organised a Cartoon Festival at Hyderabad on February 8th 2020. On the 

occasion, six cartoonists were felicitated with Life Time Achievement Awards by Cartoon 

Watch.  

 

Cartoon Watch is the brainchild of Triambak Sharma, its Editor.  Triambak Sharma has been 

contributing to PreSense unfailingly every month since 2008 with the popular cartoon 

character, Prince. He is also a member of the Editorial Team of PreSense. 
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National 
 

Kejriwal Takes Delhi By Storm in a Hat Trick 
 

For people outside the State of Delhi, the incumbent Delhi 

Chief Minister (CM), Shri Arvind Kejriwal winning the Delhi 

Assembly with an astounding landslide majority of 62 out 

of the 70-member legislature may come as a big surprise. 

But not for the residents of Delhi as they were totally taken 

in by the ‘excellent work’ done by the Chief Minister and 

his dedicated team of cabinet ministers, especially in the 

field of school education and health care.  

 

Despite a drubbing at the Lok Sabha elections in 2019 at the hands of Bharatiya Janata 

Party (BJP) under the charisma of PM Modi, the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) won in the 

assembly elections within a year. This clearly showed that the equations at the national 

level and the state level were quite different for political parties, and regional satraps (local 

leaders) held the trump card. BJP had also faced defeat in the states of Madhya Pradesh, 

Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Maharashtra and Haryana, all in the north west belt of the 

country, where once BJP reigned supreme with its allies.  

 

BJP was able to garner only eight seats and Congress a total blank. Both the parties did not 

project any CM-prospective candidate in the elections, but AAP did. The Congress campaign, 

based on the charisma of a deceased leader, former CM Sheila Dikshit, did not cut much ice 

with the people. BJP’s campaign against the backdrop of the revocation of Article 370 and 

the situation in the state of Jammu and Kashmir, and CAA to be followed by NPC and NRC 

did not gather support in the capital, according to Kushal Jena, a former journalist with 

Reuters.  

 

Political pundits say that the Shaheen Bagh incident, the JNU campus problems, the alleged 

police high-handedness in the BJP-ruled state of Uttar Pradesh against the anti-

CAA/NPR/NRC protesters actually led to loss of face for the BJP and lack of trust among the 

people, especially the minority communities, who were left out in the CAA. Otherwise, one 

cannot explain how the charismatic Modi and Amit Shah (Home Minister) combine that 

addressed a thousand rallies in the city in less than 40 days could not win 15 to 20 seats as 

predicted by poll pundits. The party added just five seats to take its strength to one-tenth of 

the strength of the 70-member house. Congress was routed with no seats. 

 

What did Kejriwal have that the charismatic Modi lacked for the assembly polls? “Simple,” 

says, Arvind Kala, a celebrated journalist. “It’s the utter simplicity of Arvind Kejriwal and his 

cabinet members that appeals to the people”. Most of Kejriwal’s cabinet members are highly 

educated; they are not religious leaders or traders. A voter, on the assurance of anonymity, 

said, “Kejriwal is an IIT graduate and a former Income Tax Officer. He is representative of 

us, common people.”  

 

“Take a look at the transformation that has taken place during his (Kejriwal’s) regime. The 

look, the feel and the content of education in government schools is comparable to that of 

private schools. The Mohalla clinics (community clinics) are so neat and clean and hygienic – 

as good as any private hospital”, says Ashok Gupta, who runs a neighbourhood newspaper. 

 

It is not an overstatement. The opposition – both Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) and Congress 

– claimed that the freebies distributed by Kejriwal led to his victory. The ‘freebies' included 

Delhi CM Kejriwal 
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free ride on the Metro trains for women, and free/subsidised water and electricity to the 

residents of the capital. For example, electricity was free for those who consumed less than 

400 units per month, and if it was more than 400 units, people were charged only for the 

units consumed above 400 units but at a stiff rate.  Electricity tariffs were very steep in 

Delhi, thanks to the privatisation of the distribution outlets by the government. With Delhi’s 

hostile climate, air-conditioners in summers and geysers/room heaters in winters raised the 

electricity bills of consumers enormously. The subsidies were a huge relief for the residents. 

 

While opposing politicians accused the AAP Government of incurring losses through such 

subsidies, Kejriwal successfully showed that the balance sheets of the distribution 

companies did not have losses that their profits could not absorb, and secondly, Delhi’s 

growth rate had gone up by nearly 3% to 8.7%, while the national GDP growth rate had 

plunged to a record low of 4.5% in FY (Financial Year) 2019-20.  

 

Kejriwal also upped BJP on the religious front by projecting himself as a Hanuman Bhakth 

(devotee), praying at the famous Hanuman temple in the capital city. Hanuman is the most 

revered god in the Hindu pantheon. But what was most remarkable in Kejriwal’s campaign 

was that he concentrated more on his achievements, especially the health care and 

education reforms. He avoided any hate speech or attack on the opposition parties, unlike 

the hate campaigns against Kejriwal, propagated by the opposing campaigners.  

 

Says Arvind Kala, “Kejriwal drives around in a small car to the secretariat. In summers, he 

is seen in ordinary crumpled half-shirt and trousers with chappals. In winters, he roams 

around with a muffler and an ordinary sweater and maintains direct contact with the people, 

endearing him to the residents of the capital.” Arvind Kala even ventured to speculate with 

a mischievous question, “Has Kejriwal emerged as the national alternative to Modi?  Does 

Kejriwal nurture national ambitions?” Kala further observed that in contrast, PM Modi 

spends a lot of time manicuring both his looks and his sartorial styles before world leaders 

and the Indian populace. This attitude probably creates a distance with the common citizens 

of India.   

 

The ground reality is that Kejriwal’s popularity is currently limited to the capital. Its 

extension to Chandigarh, capital of Punjab, where the party made a headway in 2014 

projecting as an alternative to the Congress, made little headway as Congress catapulted 

back to power under Captain Amarinder Singh, eroding AAP‘s vote base. 

 

Kejriwal’s ability and leadership skills at the national level are yet to be proven. It is easier 

to run a 70-member assembly,  where the state is divided between the Centre and the 

State, with the VVIP areas being controlled by the Centre through the New Delhi Municipal 

Corporation (NDMC), and the suburbs coming under Delhi Government through the Delhi 

Municipal Corporation (DMC), and that makes a  big difference.  

 

According to Lalit Sethi, a contributor to the daily newspaper, Statesman, Kejriwal had, at 

the swearing-in of his Government for a 3rd successive term at the historic Ramlila grounds 

on February 16th, declared his resolve to contest all the local body elections across the 

country to test the strength of AAP at the national level. 

 

While the media might speculate on the future role of Kejriwal at the national level, the next 

general elections is still four years away. The ground reality is that the national stage is 

quite different from the state But Kejriwal, seems to have a steely resolve to make known 

that his party (AAP) has arrived, and could be a stone’s throw away from the national stage.  

 

by T.N.Ashok, Consulting Editor 
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