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From the Desk of Editor-in-Chief
We are pleased to release
the 108th (February 2016)
edition of ezine PreSense
with its usual interesting
contents. During this month,
the
media
and
the
Parliament spent a lot of
time, debating the JNU controversy.
While there have been different versions
of the JNU incident, the Editorial Team has
brought out the factual report in its Cover
Story and its Editorial. As this is a serious
issue concerning every Indian, our
Cartoon also carries this theme.

In February, scientists made a great
breakthrough of this century in the
discovery of gravitational waves.
We
bring out a brief note about this discovery.
You will also find Budget 2016 highlights
besides our regular articles and cartoon.
We hope you enjoy this edition.
Please send us your
editor@corpezine.com.
.

Economic Survey 2015-16

For Budget 2016 Highlights - Page 8

feedback

to

3

Editorial
Learning Corrupted, Universities Contaminated
Our country’s schools, colleges and universities are in the news everyday….for the wrong
reasons. The recent fiasco that took place in the Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New
Delhi is the latest to be added to the list. Tragedy has struck our country. The day our
education institutions permitted politics in students’ activities, tragedy struck deep.
This Editorial is not about who or what is right or wrong in the JNU episode, but about the
fundamental issue, about what educational institutions are meant to be, and what students
are meant to do in these institutions.
Thiruvalluvar, a celebrated Tamil poet and philosopher of around the first century B.C.
wrote the following Thirukkural about education:
Tragedy has struck our country.
The day our education institutions
permitted politics in students’
activities, tragedy struck deep.

“
.” (
391) (Transliteration:
kaRka kasadaRak kaRpavai katrapin niRka
adhaRkuth thaga. Kural 391)

Translated, it reads, “Whatever is to be learnt should be learnt flawlessly so that the
learning imbibed shapes one’s conduct.”
Education and educational institutions are meant to groom the young minds and the youth
to equip them with right knowledge, thinking, ethics and etiquette and prepare them as
well-informed, responsible, mature and thinking citizens. No doubt, this objective might
sound archaic, but time cannot change the truth.
I remember the era, when student unions were healthy groups that respected and tolerated
differences of opinion, won college elections through healthy debates that showcased their
calibre, and efficiently looked after the students’ welfare without the influence or
interference of outsiders, or adverse factors (read ‘politics’). Today, students and their
impressionable minds are exploited and used by politicians, activists, marketers, radicals,
and terrorists. Education too has become a process for factory-manufactured graduates. In
the name of grooming them to be future leaders, students are misguided to practise politics
and be influenced by political parties. The outcome, in many cases, is the churning out of
degree certificate holders earned through rote-learning, cheating or bribery, with little
direction and life values. The meritorious
graduates are a minority and they either migrate
The only solution for recovering the
abroad or are silenced in helplessness or confine to
sanctity of education and
their own selfish worlds.
educational institutions and our
students’ scholarly activities, is to
The only solution for recovering the sanctity of
banish and abolish politics from all
education and educational institutions and our
educational institutions.
students’ scholarly activities, is to banish and
abolish politics from all educational institutions.
We need to revert to ancient wisdom and practice and follow what Thiruvalluvar professed
in his 391st Thirukkural – learn well and be a good citizen. I would add – let good ethics be
the guide, not politics or fanaticism.
By Susan Koshy, Editor
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Cover Story
'Shiksha ko Ranbhoomi Mat Banao'
(Don't Make Education a Battleground)
The captioned words were spoken by Smriti Irani, Union Minister for Human Resources
Development (HRD), while addressing the Lok Sabha Members on 24th Feb 2016, on the
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) issue.
The entire media over the past 15 days, and
currently the Parliament have been debating
the issue of the arrest of some JNU students
for alleged anti-India slogans and for glorifying
the terrorist, Afsal Guru who was hanged to
death for attacking the Parliament.
What Happened on 9th February 2016 at
JNU?
A section of students led by Umar Khalid,
obtained permission from the management of JNU for a 'poetry-reading' session to be held
on 9th February 2016 between 5 PM and 7.30 PM. The previous night, the group pasted
posters in the campus (picture below) inviting students to the event to glorify Afsal Guru
and in support of the Kashmir issue. When these plans were reported to the Vice Chancellor
by another section of students, the permission was cancelled.
The gathering took place in spite of the
withdrawal of permission. During the event, a
group of students shouted anti-India slogans,
glorified Afzal Guru and also expressed views in
favour of dividing India. Student leaders like
Kanhaiya Kumar, Umar Khalid and a few others
were part of this event. The other section of
the students who opposed these anti-India
slogans clashed with them and reported the
matter to the police.
The Delhi Police then entered the JNU premises
and arrested the student leader, Kanhaiya
Kumar. A few others, including Umar Khalid,
were arrested later. This led to a serious
debate nationwide, both in support and against
the arrest of the students. Since the arrested
students belonged to the Left political parties,
the Communists and the Congress Party
protested against the arrest, under the garb of
'freedom of speech'. The ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) defended the arrest for
reasons of anti-national activities and sedition.
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Vandalism by Lawyers
While the student leader, Kanhaiya Kumar was being brought to the Court, some angry
lawyers attacked the student and some journalists. This propelled the entire opposition
parties and the media (except Times Now and Zee TV) to gang up together against the
ruling government. The focus was shifted from the main issue of 'anti-national slogans and
glorifying terrorists' to 'lawyers attacking the journalists'. The opposition did not allow the
Parliament to function. Smriti Irani made a presentation to the Parliament, elaborating on
the circumstances under which the students were arrested.
As on the date of writing this article, the situation is status quo and the students are in
judicial custody. The nation continues to debate upon this issue.
JNU in the Past
The PreSense Editorial Team spoke to many people ranging from politicians and
academicians to parents and students. Every one of them was deeply concerned about the
politicisation of educational institutions.
Almost since the inception of JNU, the
University has been encouraging leftlenient teachers and students. Even
though the University has produced
many politicians and policy makers,
the environment within the campus of
the University is not conducive for any
ideology other than the left. There
were several instances of clashes in
the past 20 years, which were not
handled sternly by any of the previous
Governments too.
Some insiders say that over a period
of time the left domination has moved
to ‘extreme left’ and then to ‘ultra left’. It is also reported that Democratic Students Union
(DSU), a banned front organisation of CPI (Maoist) continues to be active inside JNU. Many
students with extreme views seem to be comfortably staying inside the campus for
extended periods, and promoting their ideologies. It is also alleged that many of the
lecturers and professors support these activities of the students, both directly and indirectly.
It is also alleged that many of the teaching staff hold membership cards of the Left
organisations.
Four Questions in the Minds of the Public
This incident has brought the following four issues to centre stage.





Does shouting slogans against the sovereignty of India come under 'freedom of
speech'?
Why do the opposition and a section of the media ignore the main issue and debate
only on the peripherals?
Can and should Educational Institutions encourage political activities inside the
campus?
Has the Government handled the communication strategy effectively?
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Freedom of Speech vs Sedition
According to a senior advocate, only a thin line divides freedom of speech and sedition. He
says that only the effect and consequence decide the issue of sedition.
Article 19(1)(a) of our Constitution guarantees right to free speech but limits it with
reasonable restriction grounds like security of the State, friendly relations with foreign
states, sovereignty and integrity of India, defamation, incitement to an offence and public
order. Section 2 of the Criminal Law Amendment Act 1961 and Section 124(A) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) also restrict the freedom of speech.
The Architect of the Indian Constitution, Dr Ambedkar did not want an 'absolute freedom of
speech' to be included in the Constitution. Dr Ambedkar in his concluding speech at the
Constituent Assembly in 1949 said, "The condemnation of the Constitution largely comes
from two quarters, the Communist Party and
the Socialist Party. Why do they condemn the
Constitution? Is it because it is really a bad
Constitution? I venture to say ‘no’. The
Communist Party wants a Constitution based
upon the principle of the Dictatorship of the
Proletariat. They condemn the Constitution
because it is based upon parliamentary
democracy. The Socialists want two things. The first thing they want is that if they come in
power, the Constitution must give them the freedom to nationalise or socialise all private
property without payment of compensation. The second thing that the Socialists want is
that the Fundamental Rights mentioned in the Constitution must be absolute and without
any limitations so that if their Party fails to come into power, they would have the
unfettered freedom not merely to criticise, but also to overthrow the State."
The spirit behind the Indian Constitution and its intention is more important than its literal
interpretation.
Why the Media and the Opposition Focus only on Peripherals and not the Core
Issue?
Knowingly or unknowingly, a section of the media and the opposition have developed a
mindset to oppose the ruling government at any cost. The opposition thus is on a constant
endeavour to push the Government (irrespective of which party is at the centre) against the
wall to gain political mileage. Unfortunately, in this case, in their enthusiasm to oppose the
Government, they have defended students who raised anti-national slogans.
As PreSense has been persistently pointing out, the Modi Government has not put in place,
proper communication strategies, to deal with crises when they occur, as in the present
case. As the gravity of the news intensifies through visual and internet media, the
Government has not kept pace with the flow, by providing the right information at the right
time. Ruling party leaders do not speak when required; and when they do, they speak the
wrong things at the wrong time. The opposition takes advantage of every such opportunity
to corner the government.
Political Activities Inside Educational Institutions
The educational institutions in the country are set up by the Government to provide highquality education and to encourage research, for the development of the nation. Parents
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across the nation spend their earnings to educate their children. While nobody disputes that
students need to have 'political awareness', everyone opposes the presence of 'political
activity' inside the campus. Unfortunately, in India, all the political parties, with their own
selfish motives, have converted many educational institutions into 'political battlegrounds'.
It is also alleged that many teachers in JNU are card holders of various political parties.
The Lyngdoh Committee report set up in 2006 by
the Ministry of HRD under the instructions of
Supreme Court prescribes minimum attendance,
academic performance, age limit, clean past
record without any criminal cases or disciplinary
cases, etc for the students to contest election.
The report further says, "However, it is not
appropriate to permit the level of interference
being exercised by political parties at present, as
the primary function of a university is, after all,
education, and not political indoctrination, especially when such political influence brings
with it all the indiscretions that political parties are known for".
Handling of Communication by the Government
PreSense has been pointing out, right from the time the present Government took over,
that there is no proper and proactive communication system in place, to manage the several
crises it has been facing. Communication strategies assume greater importance,
particularly when the visual and internet media broadcast information on real-time basis.
Unfortunately, when the JNU issue erupted, the Government had sufficient reasons to
defend the arrest and take severe action against the students who were shouting anti-India
slogans. Unfortunately, they did not come out with timely and proper explanations.
Besides, the vandalism by the lawyers in the Court diverted the attention from the main
issue. What Smriti Irani and Arun Jaitley spoke in the Parliament 15 days after the event,
i.e. on 24th February 2016, could and should have been done on the day after the JNU
fiasco.
What Next?
From the discussions the PreSense team
We need to have a surgical intervention. A
had with many academicians, it is
Committee headed by a sitting Judge or an
understood that many of the institutions
Academician with members from different
of excellence are politicised centres.
domain needs to be set up by the Government.
The JNU incident has exposed the
The Committee can study the prevailing
cancer in the system. M R Venkatesh, a
situation in the academic institutions and frame
leading
Chartered
Accountant
and
proper guidelines, so that the focus of these
Economist said, “We need to have a
institutions is academic activities and not
surgical intervention. A Committee
political activities.
headed by a sitting Judge or an
Academician
with
members
from
different domain needs to be set up by the Government. The Committee can study the
prevailing situation in the academic institutions and frame proper guidelines, so that the
focus of these institutions is academic activities and not political activities. “
Let us not make educational institutions a battleground. They need to retain their sanctity
as 'temples of learning'.
By K. Srinivasan, Editor in Chief

8

9

Technology Corner
Gravitational Waves - Discovery of the Century
The announcement by the Scientists on 11th February 2016 about the discovery of
'Gravitational waves', the ripples in the fabric of space-time, electrified the world of
astronomy and scientists. This is the discovery of the century as the gravitational waves
were predicted by Albert Einstein in 1916. In 1979, National Science Foundation funded
California Institute of Technology and Massachusetts Institute of Technology to detect the
waves. They set up Laser Interferometer Gravitational Observatory (LIGO) detectors to
conduct the study.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi lauded the role of Indian Scientists who were part of the team
that discovered the 'Gravitation waves'. "The historic detection of gravitational waves will
open up new frontier for understanding of universe. Hope to move forward to make even
bigger contribution with an advanced gravitational wave detector in the country", he
tweeted.
Gravitational waves explained
We know that a stone tossed up, falls back to Earth because of its gravitational force that
draws the stone to the earth. We have the Newton’s law to explain and measure the force of
gravity. This explanation is sufficient for theoretical understanding. What really happens is
the following:
Imagine that two of us hold the four corners of
a handkerchief so that the piece of cloth is now
a plane surface. Now, imagine placing a very
heavy iron ball at the centre of the
handkerchief. The shape of the handkerchief
gets curved as shown in the figure.
The curved space around a massive object like
a star is called Space-Time fabric, since it is not just a change in length-breadth-width that
occurs. Time changes too in this curvature. Therefore, a stone thrown above the earth
travels back through this curvature of space-time and ultimately touches the central
massive body (Earth), an action we term as the stone falling back on Earth.
If the central massive object remains at rest, or moves at a steady and consistent speed,
the curvature of the space-time remains at rest, or moves at the same speed. But if the
central mass moves with acceleration, then the changes of curvature of this space-time
fabric generates gravitational waves. These waves propagate in space at the speed of light.
Einstein predicted the existence of these
gravitational waves in 1916 itself as a
consequence of his General Theory of
Relativity.
Detection of These Waves
About 1.3 billion years ago, two black holes,
each having a mass of about 30 times our
Sun, attracted each other and collided with
each other producing intense gravitational
waves. INTENSE means these waves have a wavelength measuring millions of miles but
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with a sub-millimetre height. To detect such an extremely weak gravitational wave, the
Laser Interferometer Gravitational Observatory (LIGO) Team in USA made a pair of
coherent laser beams to travel in mutually perpendicular paths of about 4 km each in length
and recorded the changes in the path lengths by observing an unambiguous interference
pattern when these gravitational waves were crossed in the observatory. Had Einstein been
alive today, he would have been amazed at the technology that enabled this detection.
The Significance of This Discovery



For the first time we have direct evidence of a black-hole, rather two black-holes of
about 30 solar masses colliding with each other, as predicted by Einstein.
The gravitational waves that are now detected matched exactly with what Einstein
had predicted.

Where Does This Discovery Lead Us To?





Just as we have optical and radio telescopes to observe our Universe in-depth, we
can now observe through gravitational-waves-interferometers, which can give us
unblurred details.
Our Universe has energy distribution roughly as follows: 68% dark energy, 27%
dark matter and 5% normal matter.
Remember that we are all made up of normal matter and hence currently, we can
perceive only this 5% of the Universe. With this discovery, we can now probe the
dark matter too since they have “mass” and can give rise to gravitational waves.
We can see the Universe close-up to 2 or 3 seconds of its formation! The
gravitational waves will pave the way to look in to such a nascent Universe. ( please
note that we are now able to look at the Universe only after 0.28 billion years of its
birth).

Benefits to a Common man
When the experiment at European Organization for Nuclear Research popularly known by
the French acronym CERN, Geneva, was organised to detect the “GOD” particle, the
scientists had the necessity to interlink many of their research computers, which gave the
world the “World Wide Web” (www). The LIGO Labs in India (to be established soon) can
now bring distinct advantages to our scientists, researchers, students, the government and
the entire country.
The precision of the measurements involved in the detection of gravitational waves are so
high that




early warning systems for disasters like tsunami will be absolute, correct and more
reliable on the dot.
analysis and understanding of DNAs at the bond-level is possible and this can throw
more light in understanding healthy and diseased conditions, leading to stunning
biological discoveries.
it will give an unprecedented ability to process really big data, giving a direct
advantageous edge – the following list is only indicative and not complete – to our
military, disaster management and crisis management.

Please watch this video to get the visual details.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhbMpe17fzA
By Dr R. Jagannathan, Editorial Advisor
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From The Archives - February 2010

Presentation skills


Before preparing for a presentation, gather information about the audience,
the topic and the duration of the presentation.



The structure content of the topic should suit the audience (includes relevant
data and graphics).



Use Power Point or speaking notes. Do not read your slides.



Use simple language. Remember that your message should be understood by
the audience.



Use anecdotes / stories / experiences



If it is marketing or persuasive presentation, follow the AIDA (AttentionInterest-Desire-Action) Plan/formula.



Rehearse till thorough.



Prepare your presentation only to the extent of three-fourth of the duration
allotted to you - Keep to your time. Do not exceed the allotted time.



Maintain eye contact with audience.

Punctuation is powerful!
An English professor wrote the following words on the
chalkboard and asked his students to punctuate it
correctly:
"A woman without her man is nothing."
All the males in the class wrote:
"A woman, without her man, is nothing."
All the females in the class wrote:
"A woman: without her, man is nothing."
Source: http://www.primepointfoundation.org/presense/presense0210.pdf
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