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From the Desk of Editor-in-Chief 
 

 

Greetings from all of us @ The Editorial Team to all our readers. 

 

With Y2020, we have reached the last year of the decade.  

 

We have just managed to quell the raging fires of Australia. Rather, 

nature has helped with showers to quell the fires. Up until then, we 

were fighting a battle that was overpowering us. Was Nature telling us 

something about not taking it for granted? A teenager girl has been 

doing just that for sometime now, the latest being at the recently 

concluded Davos WEF. This month’s editorial discusses this issue.  

 

In the late 1990s, two renowned and learned personalities, late Dr Kalam and Dr Rajan 

drafted a Vision for India called ‘India 2020’. Dr Rajan has recently made an assessment of 

how India has performed and he shares his observations, and suggestions for the way 

forward in the cover story.  

 

As India celebrated the Republic Day, and the Indian Constitution is discussed with fervour, 

we bring you from our archives a write-up about the making of the Indian Constitution. 

Read and be informed. 

 

We have included a review of the Parliamentary Committees, and a report on a DiSAI event 

held recently. 

 

I hope you will enjoy this edition. Please share your feedback with us at 

editor@corpezine.com.  Your feedback is important to us. 

 

 

 
Downloads 

  
 

Download: 

www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense150 

 

 

Download: 

www.prpoint.com/ezine/initiatives 

Earlier Editions of your eMagazine, PreSense: https://www.corpezine.com 
 

mailto:editor@corpezine.com
http://www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense150
http://www.prpoint.com/ezine/initiatives
https://www.corpezine.com/
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Editorial 

Thunberg and the Climate Change –  
Is It “Now or Never” or “Much Ado About Nothing”? 

 

The spotlight on the opening day of the World Economic Forum (WEF) on 

January 21st 2020 at Davos, Switzerland was on a 17-year-old climate 

activist, Greta Thunberg. She took on the world leaders as she spoke 

aggressively about the lack of action by the governments over the 

climatic crisis. Her sharp ‘reprimand’ brought an equally sharp retort from 

a world leader who had in an earlier response said, “This is not a time for 

pessimism…..We’re committed to conserving the majesty of God’s 

creation and the natural beauty of the world.” But Thunberg insists, “Our 

house is still on fire. Your inaction is fuelling the flames by the hour.” 

 

Is Thunberg making much ado about nothing….or at least nothing really 

serious? Or are the world leaders just burying their heads in the sand over the matter? We 

need to look at the facts and reports about climate change and its impact, if any, on our 

planet and our lives to decide whether Thunberg is being paranoid or should be taken 

seriously.  

 

The US National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration has recorded that 2019 was the 

second hottest on record, being the sixth 

consecutive year of highest global temperatures 

on record –Y2014 through to Y2019!  NASA 

(National Aeronautics & Space Agency), an 

independent agency under the US Federal 

Government states on its webpage that global 

climate change has already affected the 

environment with loss of sea ice, accelerated 

sea level rise and more intense heat waves and 

more droughts. Earth’s average temperature 

has increased by about 2 degrees Fahrenheit 

during the 20th century and NASA webpage says 

this is an unusual event in our planet’s recent 

history, causing enormous changes in the 

environment. This change means extreme and 

more violent weather. At this rate, it is expected 

that the Arctic will soon have ice-free summer 

seasons by the mid-century. 

 

The most recent catastrophe was the Australian bushfires which had been raging since last 

July. Lives – human, wildlife and vegetation – have been destroyed. Even rescuers were not 

spared. Houses have been gutted. Air became polluted causing health hazards. It was only 

the recent rains that could put out the fires. The worst drought in decades, swelteringly high 

temperatures and strong winds have fanned the fires, making firefighting operations 

difficult.  

 

Elsewhere, the world has been experiencing unusually severe storms that have caused 

damaging floods. The storms have been recurring once too often that each was being 

Greta Thunberg 

(Image Courtesy: www.wikipedia.org) 
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named to identify one from the other. These climatic changes have been affecting 

agriculture, wildlife and human health. It is feared that these changes will lead to the 

ultimate death of the planet as it becomes either too cold or too hot to live in.  

 

The reason for this crisis is attributed to humans continuing to burn fossil fuels, and the 

rising amount of heat-trapping gases entering the atmosphere. The expressed hope is that 

we still have time to change the trajectory but it has to be right now. Fossil fuel exploration 

and extraction needs to stop immediately. Several key countries, especially the developed 

ones with their economies driven by fossil fuels, are mainly responsible for doing this and 

this is what Thunberg is trying to drive home, in all her protests both inside conference halls 

and outside on the streets.  

 

Maybe for a change, we should not discard the frantic cries of a teenager climate activist as 

an anger management problem. It is a fact that we have been plundering our Earth and it is 

only a matter of time when we will have to pay the penalty for our misdeed, as Nature and 

Earth will always have the last and final say. And by then, it might be too late to redeem 

Earth and save our existence. 

 

by Susan Koshy, Editor-in-Chief 

 

 
75th Anniversary of the Liberation of Auschwitz  

From German Nazi Regime 
 

On January 27th, 1945, at the end of 

World War II, when Hitler and his Nazi 

rule was defeated, the Russian Red 

Army reached the German 

concentration camp Auschwitz to free 

7000 seriously ill Jewish survivors.  

 

Auschwitz symbolically stands for the 

suffering and persecution of European 

Jews, captured under the Nazi regime 

and put into concentration camps.  

Between 1940 and 1945, over 1 

million people died in Auschwitz – 

killed by Nazis, or from starvation, or 

in medical experiments carried out on 

them.  It is now a memorial.  

 

Over 6 million Jews were killed in the Holocaust, which is the World War II genocide of the 

European Jews.  

 

Recently, world leaders gathered in Jerusalem to take part in the World Holocaust Forum to 

commemorate the Holocaust and the 75th anniversary of the Liberation of Auschwitz.   

 

“Never Again” is a slogan adopted by the Jews to refer to the Holocaust and it is the 

universal hope that something so treacherous will never again happen in the world.  

 

 

Auschwitz Concentration Camp of World War II 
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Cover Story 
 

‘India 2020’ Vision – An Assessment 
 

In 1998, late Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, former President of India and  Dr 

Y.S.Rajan,  former scientist and technologist of ISRO (Indian Space 

Research Organisation) and Founder Executive Director, TIFAC (Technology 

Forecasting, Assessment and Information Council) wrote a book titled “India 

2020 – A Vision for the New Millennium”, wherein they envisioned a new, 

progressive India, recommending the pathway towards this 

accomplishment. It was based on a two-year long national exercise by 

TIFAC.  

 

Over 20 years later, Dr Rajan has made a candid assessment of how far and where India 

has progressed and where it stands in the nurtured vision of India 2020. Dr Rajan has 

enumerated the achievements and shortfalls, and the way forward in his website, 

(http://ysrajan.com). 

 

As the subject is pertinent for the general awareness of the readers of your eMagazine, 

PreSense, we reproduce below a synopsis of the assessment.  

 

Assessment  

 

The sectors that have made immense progress 

are the telecom including data services, 

entertainment,  financial services, e-

governance and e-commerce services, IT 

industry, automobiles which facilitated better 

employment opportunities, agriculture where 

grain, fruits and vegetables and milk 

production have done exceedingly well, 

aviation with its economy carriers, making air 

travel an affordable facility, pharma, providing 

high class, relatively inexpensive medicines, 

and the consumer sector reaching the people 

even in small towns and villages. India’s 

overall GDP and GDP per capita have grown 

more than envisaged. GDP has grown 8.12 

times over the period and GDP per capita has 

grown at a more modest 5.62 times (because 

of the growing population, which increased 

1.43 times).  

 

On the downward side, Dr Rajan observed that the total production or consumption in 

several sectors, based on per capita calculation, is still low not just because of the 

increasing population but also because the people, mainly of the lower middle class, have 

not been able to acquire the necessary skills to adapt to the demands of modern economy 

and contribute to the economy. The one-size-fits-all archaic system of education is not 

helping the youth. 

 

Similarly, the manufacturing sector has slipped and Dr Rajan attributes it to the failure in 

developing internal technology strengths in manufacturing, electronics, software, etc. as 

http://ysrajan.com/


 

 

6 

recommended in the book, India 2020. Instead, most of the machines for the 

manufacturing, IT, telecom and biomedical sectors rely almost entirely on imported 

hardware and licensed software.  Modernisation of India’s defence and security sectors too 

have been slow due to the slow take-off of indigenous strengths of the Indian industries in 

this sector. The reason is that the government policies discourage the Indian private sector. 

They therefore, depend largely on imports. One of main reasons for this state of affairs is 

the government procurement rules which deny the right to the Indian industry to even 

quote against Government tenders if their products are through indigenous R&D unless they 

have two years of export experience! Dr Rajan expressed his disappointment that it was a 

sad fact that this hitch has persisted all through the 70 years since Indian Independence, 

even in the socio-economic sectors of the Government (power, transport, etc). 

 

Dr Rajan recommends steps, some of which are enlisted below, to set the mission on track: 

 

 India needs to accelerate building up the internal technological strengths in the Indian 

industries, the defence and security sectors, as well as the academia, orienting them to 

India-relevant R&D. The government rules must change to encourage India-made and 

India-developed products. 

 The agriculture sector needs modernisation through technology and policy reforms to 

help the farmers instead of periodical subsidies and loan waivers. 

 Education needs a radical re-orientation to provide relevant vocational skills to students 

as well as drop-outs to equip themselves for employment. The youth must adapt to the 

new work culture to cope with the competitive world. 

 

(For a detailed report, please visit www.ysrajan.com).  

 

PreSense had a conversation with Dr Rajan on the subject, to understand 

some of the specifics of his assessment and suggestions. (Incidentally, Dr 

Rajan launched the first issue of eMagazine, PreSense in March 

2006). 

 

We reproduce below a synopsis of the conversation. 

 

Q. In agriculture, grain production has done well. However, we have issues of 

farmers facing acute financial problems, not being able to service their loans and 

resorting to suicides too. Where then is the problem?  

 

Production of grains, milk, fruit and vegetables has indeed done well. The issue of suicides 

is because of serious problems of lack of reforms and steady actions to help marginal 

farmers to move out of the low income work they do. To understand the problem of 

farmers, we need to understand what GDP denotes. GDP is value in money. (Any free 

service does not contribute to GDP since it generates zero rupees).  

 

While the IT sector, for example, employing about 0.5% of the population, produces about 

5% of GDP, the farming sector of about 60% of the population contributes about 17-18% of 

GDP. Therefore, the per capita return in case of IT is much higher when compared to that of 

the farming sector, especially the marginalised farmers. The economy is not able to match 

the return that the IT industry is able to give its workforce, with that to the farmers, which 

is minimal and in the form of subsidy only.  The marginalised farmers (constituting over 

86% of the total count of farmers) with their limited land-hold are not able to contribute 

enough to the GDP.  

 

http://www.ysrajan.com/
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The recommended solution to this is “aggregating the land”. This means these marginalised 

farmers who are not able to produce enough crops from their land, can lease out their land 

for large-scale farming, and they in turn must develop other skills (ie. upskill) for alternative 

means of livelihood. The government (both at the Centre and the States) should facilitate 

growth of industries around villages and nearby towns. This way, they can earn income 

from the lease as well as deploy their skills elsewhere to earn more money. This cannot be 

an overnight change. It is a slow revolution and must be initiated without delay.  This is how 

global leaders in agriculture have excelled. 

 

Besides, the farmers or farm aggregators who are able to produce crops and other foods 

should have the freedom to produce and sell in the market even for exports without any 

restriction. They should be able to earn their revenue, based on the market conditions and 

not by Government controls that adversely affect the farmers.  

 

Q. You observed, "Biomedical sector relies almost fully on imported hardware and 

licensed software". Can we upgrade our capability to providing indigenously 

developed hardware and software for our biomedical and other sectors? 

 

If we need to develop our indigenous skills in innovation, the Government must be focussed 

towards product-based R&D support to the Indian scientists and engineers for their new 

ideas and innovations. We must encourage innovations by facilitating its promotion in the 

market, both through Government bodies and public platforms. Unfortunately, today, any 

innovative product that is brought out in India is not even purchased by the Government 

sector due to cumbersome Government procedural formalities. Indigenous technical 

strength of innovators must be developed steadily, brick by brick. We may even buy IPR’s 

(Intellectual Property Rights) from abroad and build on them. 

 

Q. "India still holds a good position though it is far behind the world economic 

powers, US and China". Can you elaborate please?  

 

India currently stands fifth among the world economic powers after USA, China, Japan and 

Germany. China has gone a long way since the 1980s when it was comparable with India. 

Today, it is at a full-steam pace to overtake USA.  

 

The chances for India to promote itself in the ranking are good provided it maintains 

continuous sustained efforts in developing a product-focussed value chain in its 

infrastructure, supply chain connectivity and economic development. 

 

The factors that India has in its favour are: 

 Strength in its large population to contribute to growth of GDP. 

 Indians have the aptitude to adapt quickly in the changing economic environment, if 

given the opportunity. 

 Indians, even from “B-grade” colleges and towns have shown promising calibre for 

adaptation and innovation and they must be encouraged by the Government policies 

which will facilitate ‘Make In India’ type projects even by foreign companies, speedily. 

Only then can they be inducted into the workforce with better incomes. 

 Many Indians have command over the English Language and this helps in most of the 

international markets and to access world knowledge and skills. 

 

With concerted efforts in the right direction, India can achieve the fourth position by 2026 

and the third position among the world economic powers by 2034, keeping in mind that the 

other world economies are also in the competitive drive. Persistence is the key. 
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Q. You have cited China's case of "leapfrogging" to catch up with the technological 

boom. China follows a political system that enables it to control and even force 

change. India, on the other hand, is a democratic country and has its limitations in 

implementing some its policies because of the tendency of the people to oppose 

change. You have suggested mindset change and new culture of equipped skills 

among our youth. How can we do this? 

 

It is true that the one-party political system in China has facilitated implementation of their 

government policies. However, we need to trace China’s path towards becoming a world 

economic power, to over forty years back when the then leader of China, Deng Xiaoping put 

China on a new course. Abandoning the strictures of the past, China went in for reforms, 

encouraging entrepreneurship among the Chinese people.  

 

India, which enjoys full-fledged democracy, faces bigger challenges while implementing its 

policies, even if they are well-intended. We, as a nation, need to take care not to fritter 

away our freedom under the premise of liberty and freedom to oppose everything. The 

social media is helping little in this regard as most of them promote misinformation, 

disinformation, and fake news. The mood of the people, the media and the government 

should be towards empowering Indians with modern economic skills and taking India to a 

strong, sustainable position as a world economic power. 

 

by Susan Koshy, Editor-in-Chief,  

in conversation with Dr Y.S.Rajan, former Professor, Scientist, Technologist, ISRO, 

and Founder Executive Director, TIFAC. 

DiSAI Seminar: “Securing the Digital Space” 
Digital Security Association of India 

(DiSAI) organised a one-day seminar at 

the Anna University, Chennai on January 

4th 2020. The seminar covered various 

features related to the secure use of 

technology. The inaugural session was 

graced by the presence of the chief 

guest, Hon’ble Justice V.Bharatidasan, 

Judge, Madras High Court.  Dr Santosh 

Babu, IAS, Principal Secretary of 

Government of India, Department of IT, 

and the Inspector General of Prisons and 

Additional Director General of Police, Shri 

Abhash Kumar, IPS were also present. 

This was followed by some thematic 

sessions on the security concerns and 

ethical hacking, presented by experts in 

the respective fields.  The Panel 

Discussion in the afternoon had some vibrant discussion on ‘360 Degree Overview of Cyber 

Crimes’. The seminar concluded with a valedictory session, in which the Member of 

Parliament of South Chennai constituency and Member of IT Committee of Parliament Dr 

Thamizhachi Thangapandian was the Chief Guest. The session included an interactive 

session of question and answers.  

(L-R): Dr T.V.Gopal, Professor , Anna University, 
Dr R.Jagannathan, President, DiSAI, 

Hon’ble Justice V.Bharatidasan (Chief Guest), 
Shri Logesh Babu, Jt. Secretary, DiSAI, and 

Shri V.Rajendran, Chairman, DiSAI 
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From the Archives 

 The Making of the Indian Constitution 

 

British Rule 

 

The first Britishers entered India in 1579.  Thereafter, merchants started coming in and 

soon began to rule us.  In 1765, the Authority was transferred to the East India Company 

formally.  Then the British Parliament took over the administration.  Indians began 

protesting the foreign rule even from the 18th century.  The Indian National Congress was 

formed in 1885 to formally fight the foreign rulers.  After the entry of Mahatma Gandhi, the 

freedom movement became dynamic.  Before Independence, India was governed by various 

Acts enacted by the British Parliament.  The Government of India Act 1858, the Government 

of India Act 1909, the Government of India Act 1919 and finally the Govt. of India Act 1935 

framed by the British Parliament governed Indians. (These Acts became irrelevant after 

Independence and the adoption of the Indian Constitution). 

 

 

 

PreSense Salutes the Country on the 71st Republic Day 

India celebrated the Republic Day on January 26th 2020. In commemoration, 

we reproduce below from our eMagazine archives, an article on “The Making of 

the Indian Constitution”.  
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Constituent Assembly Formed 

 

After the prolonged struggle and negotiations, as a fore-runner of Independence, a 

'Constituent Assembly' was formed with members representing different regions and 

religions.  The first meeting of the Constituent Assembly was held on December 9th 1946.  

Many great leaders were part of this Assembly.  On the first day, 207 members participated. 

 

On the first day, Acharya Kriplani, one of the respected leaders, started the proceedings 

invoking the 'divine blessings' and proposing the name of Shri Sachchidananda Sinha 

(Bihar), the eldest member of the Assembly as 'Provisional Chairman' till the Chairman was 

elected.  

 

Shri C. Rajagopalachari (Rajaji) was the first member to present the credentials and sign 

the register to become a member of the Constituent Assembly.  

 

On the third day, Dr Rajendra Prasad was elected as Chairman of the Constituent Assembly. 

The designation 'Chairman' was subsequently replaced as 'President of the Constituent 

Assembly'.  

 

India attained freedom and Independence on 15th August 1947 and this Constituent 

Assembly took the Governance of India from the British Parliament.  Lord Mountbatten was 

requested by the Constituent Assembly to continue as Governor General for some time.  

Shri C. Rajagopalachari (Rajaji) took over as the Governor General on 21st June 1948 and 

he continued till 26th January 1950. Rajaji was the first Indian Governor General of India.  

After 26th January 1950, the Governor General post was made as President of India.  

Dr.Rajendra Prasad become the first President of India. 

 

Framing Draft Constitution for India. 

 

After the Indian Independence, the Constituent Assembly wanted to 

frame the Constitution for India. They constituted a 'Committee to 

draft the Constitution' on 29th August 1947 with the Chairmanship of 

Dr B. R. Ambedkar.  Shri Alladi Krishnaswamy Ayyar, Shri N. 

Gopalaswami Ayyangar, Shri K. M. Mushi, Shri Saiyid Mohd Saadulla, 

Shri B. L. Mitter and Shri D. P. Khaitan were included as other 

members of this Committee. 

 

These eminent people drafted the Indian Constitution and presented 

to the Constituent Assembly on 4thNovember 1947. 

 

Discussion in the Constituent Assembly 

 

The Constituent Assembly discussed this Draft Constitution thoroughly in 114 sittings, 

spread over 2 years, 11 months and 17 days. The final Constitution was adopted by the 

Constituent Assembly on 26th November 1949.  This day is also known as National Law Day.  

 

Constitution Document Signed 

 

On 24th January 1950, 284 members of the Constituent Assembly signed the document and 

presented the official Constitution to the nation.  Two hand-written copies of our 

Constitution (one in English and the other in Hindi), illuminated by artists and one printed 

copy of English Version were signed by the members.  

 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-H5V9C5nNlIE/VMW5sn9uWBI/AAAAAAAAYHc/GfXp3kjQcQI/s1600/ambedkar.jpg
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After putting their signatures, all the members including Dr Rajendra Prasad (President of 

India Elect) and other members sang Vandemataram and Jana Gana Mana in a chorus, 

symbolising a great achievement of the Sovereign Independent Republic of India, after a 

struggle of nearly three centuries.  

 

This Constitution came into force on 26th January 1950.  From that day, India is a Sovereign 

Independent Republic. When the new Constitution was signed by the members on 24th 

January 1950, it was drizzling outside the Parliament at Delhi.  It was considered by them 

as a good omen.  This Constituent Assembly was made a 'Provisional Indian Parliament' 

from 26th January 1950.  The first General Election was held in 1952 and the 1st Lok Sabha 

was constituted. 

 

Indian Constitution - Some Interesting Facts 

 

The Indian Constitution, drafted by great visionaries, continues to be one of the best 

constitutions in the world. Many global legal experts have lauded our Constitution.  The 

Indian Constitution contains 22 parts, 395 articles, 12 schedules and 5 appendices. Over a 

period of over 70 years, the Constitution has undergone 104 amendments.   

 

We are publishing these details for the benefit of all the youngsters.  The freedom and 

sovereignty we enjoy did not come in a single day.  Our elders have struggled and many 

lost their lives in the freedom movement, spread over nearly 300 years.   

 

The great visionary leaders have also provided us a great Constitution.  None of these 

leaders who had signed the Constitution is alive today.  

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-S2JbZUrcsvM/VMW6ypWWOII/AAAAAAAAYHs/tr3BlnXF63c/s1600/rajaji.jpg
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It is the responsibility of every one of us to salute our great leaders and freedom fighters 

and live up to their vision. It is our responsibility to respect the Constitution and abide by 

the rights as well as responsibilities spelled out in it, for the good of our nation and for us, 

fellow citizens. 

 

by K Srinivasan, Editor in Chief, PreSense  

(Updated and edited in January 2020) 

This cartoon was published by The Hindustan Times newspaper on 24th January 1950, two days before the 
first Indian Republic Day. It was drawn by the popular cartoonist, Enver Ahmed.  
In this cartoon, Mother India gives birth to a baby called 'The Republic of India' and the doctor, Ambedkar 
holds the baby in his hands and gives it a gentle pat.  The Congress Party is depicted as the nurse.   
The people of India, Jawaharlal Nehru, Dr Rajendra Prasad and Sardar Vallabhai Patel are looking at the new 
born baby with great expectation.  

 

IMPORTANT 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

Next Gen Political Leaders (NGPL), one of the initiatives 

of this eMagazine PreSense organises a full day workshop 

on Saturday, 15th Feb 2020 at Madras Management 

Association (MMA)  building, Chennai.  The theme of the 

workshop is “Communication and Personality 

Development for young leaders”.   Communication 

experts and political leaders will share their views. 

 

Only limited seats are available.  There will be a nominal 

charge to meet the out of pocket expenses and cost of 

lunch.  Interested young political leaders and aspirants may 

book their seats immediately through 

ngplforum@gmail.com with full details.  
 

mailto:ngplforum@gmail.com
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Nation 

Performance of Departmentally Related 
Standing Committees (DRSC) 

 
There are 24 ‘Departmentally Related Standing Committees’ (16 Lok Sabha Committees and 

8 Rajya Sabha Committees) attached to the Parliament. These Committees have 30 

Members (20 from Lok Sabha and 10 from Rajya Sabha). The Committees are headed by 

Senior Parliamentarians from 

different political parties. All the 

political parties are represented in 

the Committees. They have 3 main 

duties to perform:  

 

 Select subjects relating to their 

Departments and discuss. 

Present the report with 

recommendations to the 

Parliament. 

 Discuss the Bills referred to the 

Committee by the House and 

present the report to the 

Parliament.  

 Scrutinise the budgetary 

proposals of the Ministry in 

detail and present the report to 

the Parliament.  

 

The performance analysis of the 

Lok Sabha Committees is given in 

the adjacent table:  

 

PreSense congratulates the 

Chairman and Members of the 

Agriculture Committee for their top 

performance among the Committees.  

 

Since the Rajya Sabha site has not updated the information relating to their Committees, 

we are unable to analyse their performance.  

 

(Data relates to the 17th Lok Sabha from the beginning till the end of the Budget Session 

2018).  

 

by K Srinivasan, Publisher and Managing Editor  
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