
 

 

1 

Spreading Positive Vibrations 

 Issue No 119 – January 2017 

Published by Prime Point Foundation 

 

Cover Story of the Month 

 
 

 

In This Issue: 

 

P3 Editorial:  

Replenishing the 

Green Revolution 

 

P5 Cover Story: The 

Marina Protest 

 

P10 Union Budget 

2017 – Deviating 

from the 

conventions 

 

P12 Prince Cartoon 

 

P13 From the 

Archives:  Origin 

of EMail 

 

  

  

 

 

Contact 

www.corpezine.com 

editor@corpezine.com   

http://www.corpezine.com/
http://www.corpezine.com/
http://www.corpezine.com/


 

 

2 

From the Desk of Editor-in-Chief 
   
 

The Editorial Team is pleased 

to release the 119th (January 

2017) edition of your ezine 

PreSense with the regular 

interesting contents.   

 

In this edition, we carry an 

important editorial on the current status 

of agriculture and the need for urgent 

attention.   

 

The recent Marina protest for Jallikattu 

has taught the nation several lessons for 

future.  Our Cover Story examines this 

issue.   

 

A special article on the Visa Regime under 

President Trump should of special interest 

to our readers.    

 

We are confident that our readers will find 

the articles in this edition informative.     

 

Please send us your feedback to 

editor@corpezine.com.  

.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

This ezine PreSense has three initiatives.  Education Loan Task Force (ELTF), 
Sansad Ratna Awards and Digital Journalists 

Association (DiJAI). 
 
The Education Loan Task Force is organising a 

Seminar for Bankers on Friday, 17th February 
2017.  Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal, Hon’ble Minister 

of State (Finance) will be addressing bankers and 
the Media on the implementation of Education 
Loans and Stand-up India Loans.  We will 

announce further details in the site www.eltf.in as 
soon as the programme is finalised. 

 
 

The Sansad Ratna Awards 2017 (8th Edition) 

will be held at IIT Madras on Saturday, 27th 
May 2017. Outstanding Parliamentarians for 

the year will be honoured in the presence of a galaxy of eminent people.  
Details will be announced shortly in the site www.sansadratna.in  
 

Please also keep visiting our portal www.digitalpresense.com  
 

Editorial Team, PreSense 

 

mailto:editor@corpezine.com
http://www.eltf.in/
http://www.sansadratna.in/
http://www.digitalpresense.com/
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Editorial 
 

Refreshing the Green Revolution 

Agriculture is the backbone of India. Over half of the country’s population is dependent on 

agriculture for livelihood. Therefore, when we hear of poor rainfall, failing crops and farmers 

lost in suicide, the picture of India as a socially progressive nation is difficult to visualise. 

Even though Indian agriculture experienced a green revolution that started in the 1960s, 

somewhere along the way, it became stagnated. May be, the focus shifted to industrial and 

urban development, at the cost of ignoring the green sector.  

 

Through the green revolution, farmers had access to high-yielding varieties of seeds and 

fertilisers that in turn increased the productivity of the agricultural land. However, extensive 

use of these fertilisers to augment crop production damaged the quality of the soil for future 

crop cultivation. Negative environmental changes that have hit the world at large, depleted 

the water table of the farmland, aggravated by failing rainfall. Everything seems to go 

against the farmer. And the most hit is the marginal farmer who owns less than two acres of 

farming land for cultivation, as he is unable to utilise modern technology to help him, in the 

small area he owns. Besides, in the absence of a regulated market, these farmers have to 

depend on local traders and middlemen and end up selling their farm produce at a throw-

away price and hence at a loss. These factors have cumulatively and progressively resulted 

in decline in the income of the farmers, taking the farming community to poverty and 

despair, and even to suicide.  

 

Several research papers have come out with proposals that should help revive the farming 

community.  

 

 Larger land holdings enable farmers to implement modern agricultural techniques 

that can boost productivity. An alternative solution is co-operative farming where 

farmers pool their resources and share the profit. This method found great success in 

the white revolution of India and the success of Amul, with Varghese Kurien as the 

author of the success story. 

 

 While artificial fertilisers have helped in increased productivity, in the bargain, the 

soil has been depleted without much care for its replenishing, resulting in 

‘exhaustion’. The use of organic manure and fertilisers instead, help maintain the soil 

in healthy condition.  

 

 The country has an abundance of rural and urban composts that could be diverted to 

the farms for healthy soils, while effectively disposing waste in the country. We know 

that garbage disposal is a looming problem in India. 

 

 It is the responsibility of the government to come out with a regulated market 

system to overcome the menace of middlemen who take away half of the price of the 

agricultural produce, leaving little income for the farmers. 

 

 The present inefficient government storage facilities for grains, needs to be 

addressed so that bulk farm supplies do not end up rotting in godowns. 

Transportation of the farm produce too gets badly affected on the poor roads, 

especially in adverse weather conditions. Infrastructure refurbishing of the rural 

areas is long overdue. 
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 India is importing cooking oil to meet the requirement of the consumers. It is found 

that certain agricultural areas have the adaptable soil and weather conditions to 

readily switch to growing more oilseeds to meet the domestic demand. This calls for 

a holistic evaluation of the current situation of the country’s agricultural sector, and 

its potential for better utilisation for crop cultivation, not only for oilseeds, but for 

other crops as well, like the millets, for example. 

 

Fortunately, we seem to have the solutions at hand, or at least on paper. The lacuna is in 

the implementation and committed follow through, to its success. One wonders if one needs 

to wait for a Varghese Kurien to take farming and agriculture in India to a truly successful 

green revolution through the creation of a small-farmer-controlled network of farming 

cooperatives. In the meantime, the national focus should shift from Smart Cities to “Smart 

Rurals”.  

 

This way, we should be able to lure young potential farmers, now sitting in software 

companies and urban offices, back to where they belong – in the farms, where they can 

contribute to the core national wealth in agriculture. 

 

By Susan Koshy, Editor 

 

 
Media Partnership 

 

 
 

World Communication Forum Association (WCFA), a Davos based Non Profit organisation 

has instituted ‘Communication For Future (C4F)’ Awards for Communication and Media 

professionals.  eMagazine PreSense is the Media Partner for the Award event scheduled in 

March 2017 at Geneva.   There are 7 awards under Personal category and 14 Awards under 

Corporate category.  There are two other awards under Creativity and Technology 

categories.  For details visit http://www.c4fdavosaward.com/  

 

http://www.c4fdavosaward.com/
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Cover Story  
 

Lesson from the Historic Marina Protest 

 

During the Mahabharat war, Arjun’s son, Abhimanyu entered the Chakravyuha formation 

easily, but he did not know how to come out, resulting in his unfortunate death.  Similarly, 

the Chennai students and the youth who started the spontaneous pro-Jallikattu protest on 

17th January 2017 could not conclude the protest even after victory, resulting in chaos and 

police action. 

 

Pro-Jallikattu Protest 

 

Jallikattu, one of the traditional sports of Tamil Nadu, was banned in 2014 by a Supreme 

Court order citing cruelty to the animal, the bull. Since the final verdict of the Supreme 

Court has not been delivered yet, every year, Jallikattu lovers used to express their protest 

in order to pressurise the Central and State Governments to resume the sport.  With the 

strong political leadership in the state, these protests used to be nipped in the bud. 

 

Although Jallikattu were normally conducted only in a few places in the state of Tamil Nadu, 

over the span of the last few years, it has been taken up as one of the symbols of Tamil 

tradition.  On the other hand, animal welfare activists have been protesting against 

Jallikattu on the grounds of animal cruelty and they obtained the stay from the Supreme 

Court in 2014.   

 

Immediately after the Pongal / Makara Sankaranthi holidays, a group of less than 100  

social activists assembled at the world famous Chennai Marina beach on 17th January 2017 

to register their pro-Jallikattu protest.  The same morning, another small group of 



 

 

6 

protesters assembled at Alanganallur, a small village near Madurai where the popular 

Jallikattu used to be held every year.  Both these events were telecast live on 17th January 

by one of the Tamil TV channels, obviously to improve their TRP rating.  

 

Taking a cue from this channel, other leading Tamil TV channels joined to telecasting live 

the voice bytes of the protesters.  Meanwhile, messages from the students and the youth 

were flashed via WhatsApp and other social media.  Since it was a holiday on account of 

Pongal / Sankaranthi, thousands of students and youngsters gathered at the Marina beach 

to join the protest.  By evening, more than one lakh (100,000) people gathered in the 5-

kilometre stretch of the beach.   

 

Indirect Support from the Government 

 

At this stage, the crowd became too large for the police to control or even disburse it. 

Instead the Government itself seemed to support the protesters from the background in 

order to pressurise the Central Government to approve the Ordinance reinstating Jallikattu.  

The police force was also empathetic towards the protesters. 

The students and the youth stayed overnight on the beach, and were efficiently managing 

the large gathering.  

With many more TV 

channels and other 

traditional media joining 

in, with thier live 

telecast, more people 

joined the protest the 

following day.  Traders 

joined in the protest with 

a Bandh (strike) in 

support of this protest. 

The ‘Marina protest’ 

gathered momentum 

with the presence of 

nearly two lakh 

(200,000) people at any 

time at the beach and a 

floating population of 

around 3-4 lakh.  This 

pro-Jallikattu protest spread to other parts of Tamil Nadu with thousands of students 

participating simultaneously in various localities of the state. 

 

People’s Movement That Jolted the Government 

 

Although the protest was started on a low scale by a few activists, after the second day, it 

became a ‘People’s Movement’ and national TV channels joined in the live telecast.  The 

event became an unprecedented and unexpected situation for all.   

 

On the fourth day of protest, the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister met the Prime Minister and 

obtained an assurance from him that the Central Government would provide support to the 

State to conduct Jallikattu peacefully.  As suggested by the Prime Minister, an ordinance 

was prepared, verified by the various ministries at the Centre and was issued by the 

Governor with the prior approval of the President of India within 24 hours of the initial 

meeting with the Prime Minister.   
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It is pertinent to mention that during their protest, the student protesters did not allow any 

political leaders to hijack the protest.  There were hundreds of independent groups at the 

beach.  Some ‘invisible’ hands/anonymous sponsors provided breakfast, lunch, dinner and 

snacks to the protesters throughout the day.  Soon, people streamed onto the beach with 

their families.  “It became more of a celebration than a protest”, observed one of the 

parents who visited the beach with 

his children.   

 

Encroachment by Anti-National 

Elements 

 

By the third day of the protest, 

some anti-national elements joined 

the protest, hijacking it from the 

genuine student protesters. They 

began shouting anti-national 

slogans and displayed banners 

demanding independence of Tamil 

Nadu, and declaring the Republic Day as ‘Black Day’.  Genuine students who brought 

national flags were prevented from displaying them.  Several alert observers warned about 

these trouble shooters on the social media, but the anti-national elements could not be 

removed from the Marina, as the entire crowd was by then, emotionally charged. The 

situation became volatile.  Thousands of the genuine students and youth protesters stayed 

on at the pro-Jallikattu protest.   

 

Since there was no singular leadership for the movement, the subject for demand and 

protest changed daily without rhyme or reason, from the original ‘pro-Jallikattu’ to other 

unrelated issues for protest.  

 

This probably became a rare incident when India faced a protest, not headed by a leader.  

Since it was an emotive atmosphere, the police too soft pedalled the situation and handled 

the surging crowd leniently.   

 

Instances were reported of some police constables in uniform, delivering political speeches 

that criticised the Government.  The Government did not take cognizance of this impending 

risk and take punitive action against these police officials.   

 

Provocation by Self-Styled Leaders; Inadvertent Mischief of the TV Media 

 

On the fifth day, viz. on 21st January, the Governor issued an ordinance permitting the 

people to conduct Jallikattu.  The Chief Minister himself went to Madurai to inaugurate the 

Jallikattu event.  The Chief Minister and some elders requested the students and the youth 

to give up the protest and celebrate the moral victory, as both the Centre and the State had 

resolved the issue.  

 

At this stage, some of the anti-social and anti-national organisations instigated the 

protesters, persuading them to not give up the protest.  Their motive was to continue the 

protest till the Republic Day on 26th January, and then to disrupt the celebrations.  Sensing 

this imminent trouble, the police began negotiating with the students to withdraw the 

protest and return home.  Even the Chief Minister, who went to Madurai to inaugurate the 

Jallikattu, had to return without doing so, as some vested groups did not allow him.   
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These protesters by then modified their demand to one for a ‘permanent solution’ in spite of 

the fact that the Government had assured them that the ordinance would be enacted as law 

in the State Assembly scheduled to meet on 23rd January.  Unfortunately, the television 

media held emotive reports and debates provoked in order to increase their TRP ratings, 

instead of educating the people about the significance of the ordinance and the law. 

 

With the protesters’ showing no intention of coming 

to an amicable conclusion to end the protest and 

vacate the Marina for the Republic Day parade,  on 

23rd January morning, hundreds of the police in 

uniform without any lathis or arms, entered the 

Marina and requested them to vacate. Senior Police 

Officers even appealed through public address 

systems.  Many students, in response, left the 

beach.  However, some mischief-making groups 

provoked some of the students to stay back. These 

ignorant students stayed back, and began moving 

towards the sea, threatening to commit suicide 

(picture on the right).  It is commendable that the 

Police dealt with this precarious situation with deftness, maintaining a soft approach by just 

requesting them to vacate.  

 

Spreading of Rumours  

 

The protesters then began spreading rumours that 

the police force was attacking them, through 

WhatsApp and other social media.  The TV media 

aired this allegation without proper verification.  As 

a result, violence broke out in several parts of the 

city.  Vehicles were burnt and the police had to deal 

with the anti-social elements in a tough manner in 

various parts of the city.  The police finally managed 

to vacate the beach of the protestors by the night of 

23rd January. 

 

Hundreds of anti-social elements were arrested.  

Meanwhile, the ordinance was made law on 23rd January by the State Assembly.  The Chief 

Minister that day also displayed the photographs of anti-national posters that were put up at 

the beach, in the Assembly.   

 

What is Unique About this Protest? 

 

Lakhs of people had gathered at the Marina beach and in other parts of the state, provoked 

by the news that were circulated in the social media, especially the Television and 

WhatsApp.  The protesters had initially conducted themselves well at the beach and they 

took care to maintain the traffic conduct and the cleanliness of the place. Hundreds of social 

groups and NGOs had participated in the protests without causing any inconvenience to the 

people, until on the fifth day when the anti-social elements took over. 

 

Points of Concern 

 

Since it was a ‘leaderless’ protest, many anti-national and anti-social elements sneaked into 

the venue and displayed anti-national posters.  They also displayed vulgar posters about the 
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Chief Minister and the Prime Minister.  Many long-forgotten film personalities and ‘fly-by-

night’ political party leaders entered the foray to take advantage of the live TV coverage. 

Neither the genuine protesters nor the police could control the bedlam.  The police failed to 

take action against the constable who had delivered an inflammatory speech against the 

Government.  Such adverse emotions expressed by law enforcement forces like the police 

and the military, is certainly a dangerous trend.   

 

Any well-meaning moderate who attempted to diffuse the situation was branded ‘Anti-

Tamils’. Even the leaders who were fighting for Jallikattu in the Supreme Court for more 

than a decade were abused when they requested the students to end the protest after the 

Government had enacted the law.   When there are many other issues like agriculture, 

water supply, drought and education that are more critical, affecting the common man, the 

protesters opting for ‘Jallikattu’, which is conducted only in a few places by some select 

communities, was under criticism.  But nobody dared raise his voice for fear of being 

branded ‘Anti Tamil’ and attacked.   

 

PreSense places on record its recognition and appreciation of the utmost restraint shown by 

the Chennai Police and particularly the Dy. Commissioner of Police, Shri Balakrishnan, who 

supervised the management of the emotionally charged crowd for 7 days. There are also 

allegations of the police having set some vehicles ablaze.  Although these allegations are 

being investigated, we should not ignore or hide the fact that the initial peaceful protest by 

the youth was maligned by anti-national elements with mischievous intentions.   

 

Lessons to be Learnt 

 

In a democratic country, any protest is legal.  

The protesters should know when to start a 

protest, how to manage it, and when to end it.  

Prolonging a protest unreasonably can have 

disastrous consequences.  Even though the 

students won their cause, they could not enjoy 

the success due to their lack of clarity of 

purpose, and wrong guidance from miscreants.  

They yielded to ‘emotion’ and not to ‘reason’.  

 

Whenever such people’s movement happens in 

future, the police personnel should restrain their personal inclination, especially when in 

uniform.  Thos officials who displayed inappropriate professional behaviour should be 

dismissed from service, as they could be a threat to the reputation of the entire force. 

 

The television media and other social media played a very dangerous game by spreading 

false information and rumours.  Even the debates on all the regional channels at the critical 

time did not focus on finding solution, but focused on the emotional issues. Violence broke 

out due to wrong and provocative messages that circulated among the people.  It is 

strongly opined that if TV channels do not conduct themselves in a responsible manner in 

future, their licenses should be immediately and irrevocably cancelled. If the social media is 

used to infuriate and instigate, the internet facility should be temporarily disconnected to 

arrest the spreading of the rumours.   

 

Safety of the nation and its citizens is more important than the ‘freedom of expression’. 

 

By K. Srinivasan, Editor in Chief, PreSense 
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Nation 
 

 

Union Budget 2017 – Deviation From Convention 

Union Finance Minister, Arun Jaitley presented the Union Budget in the Lok Sabha on 1st 

February 2017. While doing so, he deviated from some of the conventions of the past. 

 

 The presentation of the Budget is advanced to 1st February to avoid a Vote on 

Account by the Parliament, and pass a single Appropriation Bill for 2017-18 before 

the close of the current financial year.  This would enable the Ministries and 

Departments to put to operation, the approved schemes and projects, including the 

new schemes on the immediate commencement of the next financial year. They 

would be able to fully utilise the available working season before the onset of the 

monsoon. 

 

 The merger of the Railways Budget with the General Budget is an historic step.  The 

Government discontinued the colonial practice of a separate presentation of the 

Railways Budget that was prevalent since 1924. This decision brings the Railways to 

the centre stage of the Government’s fiscal policy and would facilitate multi-modal 

transport planning of railways, highways and inland waterways. The functional 

autonomy of the Railways however, will continue. 

 

 The Government has done away with the plan and non-plan classification of 

expenditure. This will give the Government a holistic view of the allocations for the 

various sectors and ministries.  The Government has announced the agenda for the 

next year as “Transform, Energise and Clean India”, that is, TEC India. This agenda 

of TEC India seeks to (a) Transform the quality of governance and quality of life of 

our people; (b) Energise various sections of the society, especially the youth and the 

vulnerable, and enable them to unleash their true potential; and (c) Clean the 

country of the evils of corruption, black money and non-transparent political funding. 

The Government has identified 10 distinct categories for this year viz. (1) Farmers 

(2) Rural Population, (3) Youth (4) Poor and the Under privileged (5) Infrastructure 

(6) Financial Sector (7) Digital Economy (8) Public Services  (9) Prudent Fiscal 

Management and (10 Tax Administration.  
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Nuggets About Budget Making 

 

 The word ‘Budget’ is derived from the Middle English word, 'bowgette’ which came 

from the Middle French word, ‘bougette’ which in turn is derived from ‘bouge’, 

meaning a leather bag. 

 The Budget was first introduced in India on 7th April, 1860 by the East-India 

Company to the British Crown by then Finance Minister, James Wilson.  

 The first Union Budget of Independent India was presented by R. K. Shanmukham 

Chettiar on 26th November, 1947. 

 The first Budget of the Republic of India was presented by John Mathai on 28th 

February, 1950. 

 The first Railway Budget, separating it from the General Budget, was presented 

during British Rule in 1924.  At that time, the Railway Budget formed 70% of the 

country’s total budget.  Today, it is less than 10%.   

 Earlier, the Union Budget was presented at 5 pm on the last working day, a practice 

that was inherited from the colonial era. While the British Parliament would pass the 

budget at noon, India would follow suit in the evening. This practice was 

discontinued in 2001 when Yashwant Sinha, the then Finance Minister presented the 

Union Budget at 11 am. This practice continues. 

 Around a week or more before the 

presentation of the budget, the 

printing of the Budget documents 

begins with the annual halwa (a 

sweet dish) ceremony. It marks the 

beginning of the ‘lockdown’ for 

several officials in the Ministry of 

Finance. These officials remain in 

the budget printing press till the 

finance minister's budget speech is 

concluded. During this time, the 

officials are not even allowed to 

contact their family members. 

In the picture Finance Minister Arun Jaitley is seen at the Halwa ceremony, marking the 

commencement of the Budget printing process for Budget 2017-18, in New Delhi on January 

19, 2017.  Photo courtesy: Press Information Bureau (PIB) India. 

 

By K. Srinivasan, Editor in Chief, & Susan Koshy, Editor, PreSense 
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Origin of Email 

In 1965, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) was the first to 

demonstrate the use of the first email system, known as MAILBOX. This was 

before internet work came into existence and therefore, this system was used 

to send messages to different users on the same computer.  

 
Ray Tomlinson 

In 1971, Ray Tomlinson, a former MITian, was 

working as an ARPANET contractor on TENEX 

operating system for BBN Technologies. While 

using a local email program called SNDMSG, 

Tomlinson created the first email application 

when he patched a program called CPYNET to 

the existing SNDMSG. This introduced the 

capability to copy files through a network and 

Ray notified his colleagues by sending them the 

first email. It's said that the first message sent 

by Ray was 'QWERTYUIOP', which is formed by 

the entire first row characters of a standard 

keyboard.  Mr Tomlinson sent this historic 

message to himself from one machine to 

another sometime in October 1971. (see 

picture below) 

The history of email addresses can also be attributed to Tomlinson. He chose 

the '@' symbol to provide an addressing standard in the form of "user@host", 

which is in use till date. This is why Tomlinson is called the 'father of email' and 

is credited with its invention. 

 
This is the room from where Mr Tomlinson sent the first email message from 

one computer to the other. Photo courtesy: http://tenex.opost.com/ 

 

Please read the January 2011 issue of ezine from 
http://www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense0111.pdf 

 

From The Archives: January 2011 Issue of PreSense 
 

    

http://tenex.opost.com/
http://www.prpoint.com/ezine/presense0111.pdf
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